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PHOTO-(C)OP

Wrestling star Sushil Kumar, accused in a case of murder, while being moved from Mandoli jail to Tihar in Delhi on Friday. P11

Twitter locks
I'T Minister
out of his
account, he
slams violation
of Rules

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE ONGOING tension between
Twitter and the Central govern-
ment ratcheted up Friday after
Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union
Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology
and Union Minister for Law and
Justice, was locked out of
his official account on the social
media platform over a tweet
posted by him three and a half
years ago.

Sources in the IT Ministry
said Prasad had been denied ac-
cess to his account between 7.50
am and 8.50 am on Friday.

A spokesperson for Twitter
said the action had come after
the microblogging platform re-
ceived a notice of violation of US
copyright law by the Minister’s
account.

Prasad hit back strongly, ac-
cusing Twitter of violating
India’s IT Rules.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

DMCA: Internet
copyright cover

THE DMCA s a set of US
federal laws that pro-
tects the copyright and
intellectual property of
all content on the
Internet. ADMCA viola-
tion is made out against
auser or website if
someone claims that the
user or the website
posted content that be-
longs to them or to
someone else.

Eye on cases of Delta-plus variant,
Maharashtra tightens unlock rules

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

WITH MAHARASHTRA report-
ing atleast 20 cases of Delta-plus
variant of the coronavirus, in-
cluding a death in Ratnagiri, the
state government announced
stricter unlocking rules on Friday.

On June 4, the government
had announced a five-level un-
lock plan based on positivity rate
and occupancy of oxygen beds -
with Level-1 having the most re-
laxations, and Level-5 the most
restrictions.

But according to the new or-
der, the first two levels, which al-
lowed shops to remain open till
night, have been scrapped. All
districts will have to implement

Details of vaccination timings displayed at the Laparo
Obeso Centre in Pune. ArulHorizon

at least Level-3 or above restric-
tions. The new rules will come
into effect from Monday.

PHASE-3 TRIALS BEGIN ACROSS COUNTRY

Serum to apply for DCGI
approval for clinical trial of
Covovax vaccine in children

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE 25

EVEN AS the Phase-3 trials of
Covovax, the Indian version of
US-based Novavax Inc-devel-
oped vaccine began on June 18,
Serum Institute of India (SII) au-
thorities said they will also ap-
ply for permission from the
Drug Controller and General of
India (DCGI) to conduct a clinical
trial of the same among paedi-
atric population.

Covovax is the second Covid-
19 vaccine candidate, which is
being developed and manufac-
tured at Pune-based SII.

Adar Poonawalla, CEO of SII,
tweeted on Friday: “A new
milestone has been reached.

Autoriders are vaccinated in
Thane on Friday. Deepak Joshi

This week we began our first
batch of Covovax (a Covid-19
vaccine developed by Novavax).
Excited to witness the first
batch of Covovax being manu-
factured at our facility in Pune,

“Even if the bed occupancy
and positivity rate is within the
limits, we don’t want to take a

Poonawalla tweeted saying that
this vaccine has great potential
to protect our future genera-
tions below the age of 18. Trials
are ongoing, he said, congratu-
lating the team at SIL
SII has already manufac-
tured Covishield vaccine in tech-
nical collaboration with
AstraZeneca and Oxford
University. Poonawalla had also
earlier tweeted that they hoped
to launch Covovax by
September this year. Earlier, US-
based biotechnology company
Novavax had announced a li-
cense agreement with SlI for the
development and commercial-
isation of NVX-COV2373, its
Covid-19 vaccine candidate, in
low and middle income coun-
tries and India.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

THECITY

NO FURTHER
RELAXATIONS FOR
PUNE DISTRICT
PAGE 5

chance due to the Delta-plus
variant which is more transmis-
sible. So now, Level-3 and above
restrictions will be applicable in
all districts till the situation im-
proves,” said Chief Secretary
Sitaram Kunte, who issued the
new order.

Till June 20, Level-1 restric-
tions were in place in 15 districts
and two municipal corporations,
and Level-2 in four districts and
four municipal corporations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Delhi O2 audit
splits SC
panel, triggers
firestorm

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

AN INTERIM report of a sub-
group, constituted by the
Supreme Court last month for
the oxygen audit of Delhi, has set
off a political firestorm by ques-
tioning the Delhi government’s
demand for liquid medical oxy-
gen (LMO)during the peak of the
second Covid-19 wave.

The report, submitted to the
Supreme Court, also led to divi-
sion within the 5-member sub-
group with two members, Delhi
Principal Secretary (Home) BS
Bhalla and Max Healthcare
Clinical Director (Internal Medi-
cine) Sandeep Budhiraja, lodg-
ing their dissent, even skipping
one of its sittings. They flagged
their objections in two separate
notes.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE

On ‘Rs 4-cr money trail’,
ED searches Nagpur
home of Anil Deshmukh

Former minister’s
personal assistant
and personal

secy questioned

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED)on Friday conducted searches
at former Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh's resi-
dence in Nagpur in connection
with its money laundering probe
against him.

Sources said the ED has estab-
lished a money trail of Rs 4 crore,
allegedly paid by about 10 bar
owners in Mumbai to Deshmukh
over three months. Based on the
new findings, the ED carried out
searches at four locations, includ-
ing Deshmukh's residence, and
the premises of his personal assis-
tant Kundan Shinde and personal
secretary Sanjeev Palande.

Security outside Maharashtra ex-Minister Deshmukh’s
home in Nagpur on Friday. P11

Later in the day, both Shinde
and Palande were takentothe ED's
office at Ballard Estate in Mumbai
for questioning. The anti-money
laundering agency has recorded
the statements of over 10 barown-
ers in connection with the case.

On April 25, the ED had also
searched the Nagpur residence of
Sagar Bhatewar, a close aide of

Deshmukh who is also a director
of several firms controlled by
Deshmukh's family.

The ED probe into Deshmukh's
financial transactionsisinline with
the CBI probe into former Mumbai
Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh's allegations of corruption
against the NCP leader.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Didn’t give up demands, foolish to
expect Art 370 will be back: Omar

‘Uncertainty over delimitation...we told PM and HM

what they did was wrong, most people are unhappy’
TR

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

IT WILL be foolish to demand
restoration of Article 370 — pro-
visionin the Constitution of India
that provided Jammu and
Kashmir a special dispensation,
and was abrogated on August 5,
2019 — from the current govern-
ment, said former Chief Minister
of J&K and vice president of the
National Conference.

Speaking to The Indian

Omar Abdullah after
Thursday’s talks with the
PM in New Delhi. Anil Sharma

Pimpri-Chinchwad and
Pune among top 4 in list
of ‘smart cities’ using data
for governance delivery

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE 25

PIMPRI-CHINCHWAD has bagged
the second spot in a list of Indian
'smart cities' that have success-
fully implemented governance
through institutionalised use of
data, according to an official as-
sessment released on Friday. Pune
is at the fourth spot on the list, in
which Surat has bagged the top
spot, and Bhopal comes third.
Asmanyas42inalistof 100
'smart cities' have been certified
as having put in place systems
to use data-based evidence for
governance delivery, under the
second round of the ‘Data
Maturity Assessment
Framework’ by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs.
“Surat is the best performing
city...duetotheir efforts of deploy-

The PMCHQ, lit up. Pune is
at the 4th spot. Express

ing a dedicated team of data ex-
perts and incorporating various
technological advancements,
such as establishment of
Suratilab, an advanced innova-
tion lab for uncovering modern
solutions forimproved service de-
livery,” said the report.
According to the report, the
western region is the best per-
forming, Its regional average score
of 45 is much higher than the na-
tional average of 32.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Express a day after the Prime
Minister’s meeting with 14 sen-
ior leaders from J&K, Omar
Abdullah said, “It took the BJP 70
years to fulfill its political agenda
for (Article) 370. Our struggle has
just started. We don’t want to
fool people by telling them we
will get 370 back in these talks.
It will be foolish to expect 370
will be back — there has been no
indication it will be restored by
the current government.”
In the meeting that lasted for
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Aircraft carrier
built in India
will be ready
next year, says
Rajnath Singh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh said on Friday that India's
first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier
(IAC), INS Vikrant, is likely to be
commissioned next year.

The IAC has been under con-
struction at the Cochin Shipyard
for over a decade. Singh visited
the site on Friday to review its
progress. “Reviewed first-hand
the ongoing work on the
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier,
whichis India’s pride and a shin-
ing example of Atmanirbhar
Bharat. The IAC has made signif-
icant progress. Commissioning of
the IAC next year will be a befit-
ting tribute to 75 years of India’s
independence,” he tweeted.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

SWIMMER S P Likith heard the
official’s clipped voice loud and
clear. He was telling Likith to
write a letter declaring himself
“mentally ill and deaf”. Minutes
earlier, the 21-year-old national
100m breaststroke champion
from Bengaluru had been of-
fered a bribe to remain silent on
his allegations.

This was one of the many
bizarre sequences that played
out at an international Olympic
qualification meet in Uzbekistan
in April, when Likith called out
attempts by organising officials
to manipulate race timings to aid

the home swimmers.

This week, the tournament
was declared “invalid” by FINA,
swimming’s world governing
body, and all the scores disap-
peared from official records.

“Times from a pair of meets
in Uzbekistan have been re-
moved from FINA’s official rank-
ings after allegations over tim-
ing fraud have been levied
against that country,” reported
swimmingworldmagazine.com.

The April scandal and a sub-
sequent investigation put the fo-
cus on Uzbekistan. The rankings
of Uzbek swimmers disap-
peared from the official listings.
A previous event in Uzbekistan
also came under scrutiny. The
ripple effectimpacted the Tokyo

Games qualification timings of
some Czech swimmers too, said
the report.

It wasn’t exactly a whistle
that he blew, more a deafening
conch, at the April 13-17
Uzbekistan Open Champion-
ships. “The first day at the heats,
the scoreboard wasn'’t display-
ing, and the heat results on the
scoresheet were different, up to
5-7 seconds, from the actual tim-
ings which everyone was
recording manually. But I
thought it must be a glitch and
they would change it. That did-
n't happen,” recalls Likith, the
World School Games bronze
medalist of 2012.

“When [ complained, they
casually told me that this has

Swimmer S P Likith. Express

been happening since 2000-
2004. And they have orders to
ensure they send 10 Uzbeki
swimmers to Tokyo,” he alleges.

He says the result of the
100m butterfly, with top Indian
swimmer Sajan Prakash, was
brazenly tampered with. But
Likith's first event went without
incident. “I didn’t face the prob-
lem myself. But I saw it happen
to others. Many people don’t
have the courage when it hap-
pens to them. I am mentally
strong. | knew I could fight for
them,” he says.

At his second event, the
200m breaststroke, Likith just
stood on the diving block,
touched the pad, stepped out
and dared the organisers to say

he had broken a world record in
two seconds.

“That’s when the officials told
me, this is politics, you don’t get
into it. They offered me money
toshut up. They said ‘we have to
give an explanation why you
didn’t swim and just stood there
on the block’. So they came up
with this idea to get me to give
inwriting that [ was mentally ill
and deaf,” he alleges.

He admits that he was frus-
trated at the inaction, and acted
impulsively. “When I realised it
wasn't a glitch and if  didn’t get
it out, nobody else would, I got
triggered. I've seen many swim-
mers suppress their anger,
which isn’'t good, and our
mouths stay sealed. I did what

had to do," he says.

Likith says he was not afraid,
and would do the same again. “1
have nothing to fear. I can stand
up for myself. [ know what is
right, what is wrong. I have par-
ents who gave me a good moral
compass and [ know they can
back me up,” he says.

After his return to India,
Likith uploaded YouTube videos
of the tampered 100m free and
breaststroke races, as evidence.
"There are many people who de-
serve to go to the Olympics, and
such corruption ruins years of
hard work. Parents who put
everything into their children's
careers. My mother, a home-
maker, haswokenup at4.30am
for years to ensure my practice

21-yr-old from Bengaluru who blew whistle on Olympic qualifier

goes fine. There will be others
and they don’t deserve this cor-
ruption,” he says.

This isn’t the first time Likith
has taken on organisers. “In
2019, at the All India University
meet in Punjab... swimmers had
the audacity to walk up to offi-
cials and dictate what timing
they wanted written. They
would dive two seconds early,
finish fifth, sixth and be awarded
first place. I crashed that whole
meet,” he recalls.

The Sports Minister was
forced to intervene, but that did-
n't shield Likith from the reper-
cussions. “Local swimmers got
goons who parked themselves
there and wouldn’t let me leave

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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TAMIL NADU: FIRST GRADUATE FROM REMOTE HAMLET, 20-YEAR-OLD BRINGS
CLASSROOM TO HER VILLAGE

Going to school in this hilly TN village involves walking through a forest full of wild animals. “l know what it
takes to get basic rights. So now, | will educate other kids in Chinnampathy,” says Sandhya Shanmugam.

ENTERTAINMENT

TAKING ON APPLE REVIEW: ‘RAY’
WITHWINDOWSTI This Netflix anthology,
The Microsoft Store based on short stories
has been revamped by Satyajit Ray, isa

on Windows 11 mixed bag

EXPRESS

Uttarakhand CM ‘crisis’,
Delta Plus variant; and
J&Kleaders meet PM

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

What we know about the Delta Plus
variant, the constitutional crisis that
Uttarakhand could face, and the meeting
between the J&K leaders and PM Modi.

FROM PAGE ONE

Aircraft Carrier

At present, India has only one
aircraft carrier, the Russian-origin
INS Vikramaditya. The Navy said
inastatement that the IACwill be
“as INS Vikrant in the first half of
2022, which would be the most
potent sea-based asset”. It will op-
erate MiG-29K fighter aircraft,
Kamov-31 Air Early Warning
Helicopters, the soon-to-be-in-
ducted MH-60R multi-role heli-
copter, and the indigenously
manufactured Advanced Light
Helicopters, it said.

“Itwould offer anincompara-
ble military instrument with its
ability to project air power over
long distances, including air inter-
diction, anti-surface warfare, of-
fensive and defensive counter-air,
airborne anti-submarine warfare
and airborne early warning,” the
Navy said.

The Navy said Singh ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
progress of work. “He stated that
the IAC has nearly 75 per cent in-
digenous content - from design
tosteel used in constructionto key
weapons -- and mentioned that
the recent decision to issue the
tender for P75I project for six in-
digenous submarines will give
further fillip to indigenous devel-
opment of niche manufacturing
technologies,” said the statement.

Singh was briefed about the
successful Basin Trials completed
inNovember 2020, the Navy said.
He was apprised of the progress
on integration of other naviga-
tional,communicationand oper-
ational systems since then, as the
IAC prepares for its maiden
Contractor Sea Trials, expected in
the coming months.

Singh visited the Karwar
Naval Base on Thursday to review
the progress of the ongoing infra-
structure development under
‘Project Seabird’, as part of his
two-day visit to the Southern
Naval Command.

Oxygen audit

In a file noting of the Delhi
Home Department, Bhalla Friday
highlighted that the “interim re-
port seems to have been sent to
Government of India without
making the requisite changes,
without sharing again with the
members of the sub-group, and
without their formal approval”.

He wrote that his “detailed ob-
jections/comments have been
added attheend of the interim re-
portjust for posterity, leavingit to
the reader to make the effort, if
he/she sodecides, tointerpret the
entire report together and make
his/her conclusions. This is unfor-
tunate and unacceptable.”

“The interim report, as sub-
mitted, does not have the ap-
proval of all the members of the
sub-group,” he  wrote.

The other three members of
the sub-group are AIIMS Director
Dr Randeep Guleria, Jal Shakti
Ministry Joint Secretary Subodh
Yadav and Controller of
Explosives, PESO Dr Sanjay
Kumar Singh.

The Delhi government, fol-
lowing approval from Chief
Secretary Vijay Dev, also conveyed
to the SC-appointed panel that it
was “sad and shocking to note
that the sub-group arrived at
sweeping conclusions... without
any audit in the true sense”.

Asdetails of the interim report
emerged Friday, the BJP and the
Congress targeted the AAP gov-
ernment, accusing Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal of “lying” during
the peak of the second wave.
Kejriwal hit back, saying when
“you were addressing poll rallies,
Ispentsleepless nights toarrange
oxygen”.

A close reading of the report
reveals that the differencesin the
LMO demand for Delhi during the
second wave peak, from the last
week of April to early May, are due
to two separate formulas used by
the Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment.

Under the Centre’s formula,
50% of non-ICU oxygen beds are
calculated as using LMO. The

Delhigovernment formula, on the
other hand, says all non-ICU oxy-
gen beds use oxygen. The two for-
mulas were discussed during the
seven meetings of the panel be-
tween May 10 and May 21.

While ICU beds come with
oxygen facilities by default, hos-
pitals also have non-ICU beds
with oxygen for patients requir-
ing high flow oxygen without as-
sociated ICU support. A separate
category of non-ICU, non-oxygen
beds is also maintained.

The sub-group observed that
the Delhi government formula
would lead to “overestimation”
going by real-life experience of
major hospitals including AIIMS.

Countering this, Bhalla said
the Centre’s formula was wrong
because most Covid patients ad-
mitted to hospitals required oxy-
gen. “Doubts can be resolved only
through on-ground audit, which
the sub-group is yet to do,” he
said. Bhalla, Budhiraja and Chief
Secretary Dev pointed out that
the sub-group had not factored in
the requirement of LMO for home
isolation patients, refillers,ambu-
lances and small nursing homes.

Members of the group affili-
ated with the Central government
bodies recommended that Delhi
be provided 300 MT daily on as-
sured basis and an additional 100
MT by 4 pm everyday based on
requirement, while Delhi insisted
onassured daily allocation of 568
MT. A*“compromise” wasworked
outonMay 15 toallocate 500 MT
daily to Delhi, the interim report
noted.

The one major point that the
BJP picked to criticise the AAP re-
lates to the LMO consumption de-
mand as on May 12.

The report noted that on May
13, “itwas discussed that there is
a gross discrepancy (about 4
times) in that the actual oxygen
consumption claimed (1140 MT)
wasabout4 times higher thanthe
versus calculated consumption
by formula for bed capacity (289
MT). It was noted that four hospi-
tals in Delhi i.e. Singhal Hospital,
Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital, ESIC
Model Hospital, and Liferay
Hospital have claimed extremely
high oxygen consumption with
very few beds and the claims ap-
peared to be clearly erroneous,
leading to extremely skewed in-
formation and significantly
higher oxygen requirement for
the entire state of Delhi. Actual
consumptions were estimated by
recalculation after replacing the
claimed use figures for these 4
hospitals with expected use fig-
ures using the calculation for-
mula."

In his dissent note, Bhalla
sought to counter it, saying “re-
quirement of oxygen for oxygen
cylinders with home isolation pa-
tients, refillers and certain other
establishments has also to be
taken into account. Also, oxygen
for non-Covid requirements and
some buffer components need to
be factored in while calculating
the total oxygen requirement of
Delhi.Itis furtheranindisputable
fact that 214 is not the sum total
of hospitals/medical establish-
ments catering to patients suffer-
ing from Covid-19.In fact, the fig-
ure is more than 260. Therefore,
the entire basis of the assess-
ment/quantification of the LMO
requirement in Delhi has been
made onincomplete data.”

After factoring in those as-
pects, the oxygen consumption
was found to be 474 MT, instead
of 289 MT as claimed in the re-
port, Bhalla said.

The observation made by the
Additional Secretary, Department
for Promotion of Indian Industry
and Internal Trade that “italsoap-
pears that Govt of Delhi used a
wrong formula and made exag-
gerated claims on 30th April” too
was rejected by Bhalla who said
thatthe “demand for 700 MT was
fully in line with guidelines of
Gor”

Bhalla said: “The manner in
which the proceedings of the Sub-
Group have been conducted sug-
gests that the purpose of proceed-

ings was to justify a pre-conceived
and predetermined conclusion
and narrative, to recommend a
lower quantity of a LMO to Delhi,
and to further portray animpres-
sion that the assessment by the
GNCTD before the Hon'ble High
Court of Delhi and the Hon’ble
Supreme Court was exaggerated
or not genuine.”

“Inourassessment, these fun-
damental errors in the approach
of the sub-group goes to the root
of the matter and was, therefore,
highlighted from time to time
during the course of proceedings
of the sub-group. Unfortunately,
the draft Interim Report instead
of taking cognizance of the said
concernsis proceeding toindicate
the quantity of LMO to be allo-
cated to Delhi. This, in our consid-
ered view, vitiates the entire ex-
ercise,” he said.

According to a file noting at-
tached to the interim report,
signed by OSD (Health) Ashish
Kundra, adverse observations of
the panel were discussed with
Chief Secretary Dev and "it ap-
pears that the committee has not
taken the totality of the picture
into consideration.”

Dev pointed out that SOS calls
in Delhi stabilised only after the
average daily supply of LMO
crossed 550 MT, including over
700 MT onone day. He described
the proceedings of the group as
“perfunctory desktop exercise,
conducted hurriedly, without
even conductinganauditofasin-
gleinstitution in the true sense”.

Olympic qualifier
the hotel for the next three days,"
herecalls.

Likith says he watched his fa-
ther work honestly, and move
frombeinga helperatatransport
company to becoming a real es-
tate businessman.

“IfI'd kept quietin Uzbekistan
and spoken of it now, everyone
would've thought I'm bluffing.
There's still no official statement.
They declared it invalid and will
move on. But the next time swim-
mers see this happen, they'll
know they have a voice," he says.

And they won't be threatened
to sign an undertaking declaring
themselves deaf.

Anil Deshmukh

Deshmukh has denied the al-
legations.

In his March 20 letter to Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray after
he was removed as the Mumbai
Police chief, Singh had alleged that
Deshmukh had asked police offi-
cers, including the now sus-
pended Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Waze, to collect Rs 100
crore, including Rs 40-50 crore
each month from 1,750 bars and
restaurants in Mumbai.

The ED registered a case
against Deshmukh for allegedly
obtaining illegal gratification,
based onanFIR filed by the CBlin
April. The CBIFIR said Deshmukh
had used his official position to
obtain certain undue advantage
and had also influenced transfers
and postings in the Mumbai
Police, as alleged by Singh.

Waze is being probed by the
NiAforhisalleged roleinthe case
related to the bomb scare outside
Mukesh Ambani's residence and
the murder of businessman
Mansukh Hiran.

Maharashtra

Sources said the new guide-
lines have been issued following
the Centre's advisory on the
Delta-plus variant and the state
task force’s recommendations.

According to Level-3 restric-
tions, essential shops and estab-
lishments can remain open till 4
pmonall days, while non-essen-
tial units can operate till 4 pm on
weekdays only. Restaurants can
operate at 50 per cent dining ca-
pacity till 4 pm and thereafter be
open for deliveries only. Local
trains will operate only for people
in medical/ essential services.
Private offices canremain open till
4 pm; attendance in private and
government offices will be re-

Twitter locks I'T Minister out

Inastatement first posted on

the homegrown microblogging

site Koo and later on Twitter,
Prasad said Twitter’s action was

“ingross violation of Rule 4(8)of

the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules
2021”,as the platform had failed
to provide “any prior notice” be-
fore denying him access to his
ownaccount.

“Itis apparent that my state-
ments callingout the high-hand-

edness and arbitrary actions of

Twitter, particularly sharing the

clips of my interviews to TV

channels and its powerful im-
pact, have clearly ruffled its feath-
ers.

“Further, it is now apparent
as to why Twitter is refusing to

comply with the Intermediary
Guidelines because if Twitter

does comply, it would be unable
toarbitrarily deny accesstoanin-
dividual’s account which does
not suit their agenda,” Prasad
said. “Twitter's actions indicate

thatthey are not the harbinger of

free speech that they claimtobe
but are only interested in run-
ning their own agenda, with the
threat that if you do not toe the
line they draw, they will arbitrar-
ily remove you from their plat-
form,” the Minister said.

However, “No matter what
any platformdoes they will have
toabide by the newIT Rules fully,
and there shall be no compro-
mise on that,” he added.

A spokesperson for Twitter

said Prasad's account had been
“temporarily restricted” duetoa
notice under the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act
(DMCA),whichisasetof US fed-
eral laws that protect copyright
and intellectual property of con-
tenton the Internet.

The said tweet, on which a
copyright violation has been
claimed, was shared by the
Minister on December 16, 2017,
and contained a video celebrat-
ing Vijay Diwas,a commemora-

tion of India's victory over

Pakistaninthe 1971 war thatled

Didn’t give up demands, says Omar

more than three hours Thursday,
Omar Abdullah was one of the
five persons who could not
speak, the other four being
Nirmal Singh, Tara Chand,
Ghulam A Mir and Ravinder
Raina. He described the meeting
asa“beginning”.“Itis afirststep,
and it will be a long road to re-
building trust and confidence,”
he said.

Significantly, he said, the PM
himself talked about Assembly
elections, expediting the delim-
itation exercise, restoring the
elected government to J&K and
statehood. “He said he was very
keen to have a meeting after the
pollstothe District Development
Councils. He made it a point to
mention that this was the largest
physical meeting he has had after
the onset of Covid last year,”
Abdullah said.

When asked if the National

to the birth of Bangladesh.

In the tweet with the video,
Prasad had said: “On
#VijayDiwas, I salute all the mar-
tyrs&heroes who fought for the
nation and led us to victory in
1971 war.” Sources said the video
shared by Prasad paid tribute to
the Indian Army, inwhichacom-
position by A R Rahman had
been used as “background mu-
sic”.

“The International
Federation of Phonographic
Industry, on behalf of Sony
Music, which owns the rights to
the song, flagged this as a copy-
rightviolation,” asource close to
the development told The Indian
Express. ATwitter spokesperson
confirmed that it was this tweet
on which the DMCA notice had
beenraised. The tweet remained
withheld owing tothe notice, the
spokesperson said.

According to Twitter, a copy
of the DMCA takedown notice,
which includes details of the
complaint, is sent to the “email
linked to the account at the time
of removal”, so that the account
holder gets all the information
regarding the takedown notice.

Twitter claims that it also
sends the account holder in-
structions for filinga counter no-
tice to the DMCA takedown no-
tice. Officials in the IT Ministry,
however, denied that any such
mail from Twitter had been re-
ceived on any of the email ad-
dresses linked with Prasad's ac-
count.

DMCA noticesare common;
they make up one of biggest
chunks of requests received by
social media intermediaries an-
nually. Between January and
June 2020, Twitter received
more than 174,000 DMCA take-
down notices, affecting 1.2 mil-
lionaccountsinall.

It complied with 57 per cent
of the requests, withholding 1.1
million tweets and 1.6 million
pieces of media on the platform.

Twitter has been at logger-
heads with the government over
making appointments of local

Conference had given up on its
demand for restoration of Article
370, Abdullah emphasised that
not putting this across at
Thursday’s meeting did not
mean the National Conference
had abandonedit. “We willdoit
legally, peacefully and constitu-
tionally. We are fighting tacti-
cally... itis being fought in the
Supreme Court where we stand
amaximum chance,” he said.
In all fairness to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, neither of them put any
conditions to the talks, Abdullah
said. “There were no pre-condi-
tions totalks. We did not have to
surrender any of our demands.
They didn’trebuke us forall that
we said or demanded,” he said.
After August 5, 2019, there
was a complete breakdown in
communication between the

officersin India. While the com-
pany has claimed to have ap-
pointed a resident grievance of-
ficer,anodal contact person,and
a chief compliance officer for
India, Ministry officials have
maintained that since the ap-
pointments are not in line with
therequirements of the IT Rules,
theywill not be considered valid.
OnThursday, the Karnataka High
Court gave interim relief to
Twitter's India head Manish
Maheshwari from appearing at
a Ghaziabad police station over
the controversial video of an as-
sault of an elderly man.

Twitter's action against the
Minister's account on Friday trig-
gered bipartisan outrage.
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor
said that although he would not
blame Twitter for action taken
onthe DMCArequest, “however
stupid & pointless the request
was”, he would, as Chairman of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Technology, seek anexplanation
from Twitter India on the lock-
ing of Prasad's and his own ac-
counts.

In a tweet, Minister for Civil
Aviationand Housingand Urban
Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri ques-
tioned the “deafening silence
from the self-styled champions
of civil liberties” on the blocking
of Prasad's account.

Over the past several days,
Prasad has been sharing clips of
hisinterviews to television chan-
nels, criticising Twitter for not
complying with the IT Rules en-
acted in February this year. Inone
clip, Prasad says that Twitter
should not “lecture the govern-
ment on freedom of speech”.

The Minister, however, ruled
out the possibility thataTV chan-
nel oranchor would have raised
a copyright violation notice
against hisaccount — “in the past
several years, no television chan-
neloranyanchor” had made any
complaintsabout “copyrightin-
fringements with regard tothese
news clips” that he had shared
on social media, he said.

Union Government and main-
stream political parties,
Abdullah said. “We had two ba-
sic aims: one, to understand
from the Government of India
what they had in mind and the
idea of a roadmap ahead; two,
we alsowanted to putour points
across. What NC and PDP told
the PM and the HM was no dif-
ferent from what we said in
Srinagar, whichis, what they did
waswrong,and alarge percent-
age of the population was un-
happy,” he said.

Explaining his apprehen-
sionsabout the delimitation ex-
ercise, Omar Abdullah said,
“Why shouldn’t this exercise for
J&Kbe undertaken with the rest
of the country. Why treat us dif-
ferently when the entire objec-
tive of August 5, 2019, was to
bring J&K at par with the coun-
try?” As things stand now, the

Friday's incident is the sec-
ond time in less than a month
that Twitter has had a run-in
with a senior government offi-
cial. On June 5, the platform had
withdrawn —and later restored
— the 'blue tick' verification
badge from the personal handle
of Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu.

Twitter had then said that it
“may automatically remove the
blue verified badge and verified
statusif the accountbecomesin-
active or is incomplete”, which
happened in the case of Naidu's
account.

On the same day, the blue
verified badge on the accounts of
several senior RSS functionaries
and leaders, including its chief
Mohan Bhagwat, was also with-
drawn and later restored.

A spokesperson for Twitter
later said that it could have been
done by thealgorithm duetothe
absence of a verified email ad-
dress or phone number, a profile
image, or display name.

“For accounts to be consid-
ered active, the user of the ac-
count must log in at least once
every six months. Apart from
that, blue verified badge ac-
counts must also ensure that
their account has either a veri-
fied email address or a phone
number, a profile image and a
display name for the account to
be considered 'complete’,” the
spokesperson said.

In January, when it
restarted its account verifica-
tion process after a gap of
three years, Twitter had
changed the rules for verifica-
tion. The platform says that it
may remove the blue badge
and verified status of an ac-
count without notice if an ac-
count changes its username
(@handle), or if the owner of
the accountis nolongerin the
position at which they were
verified. Twitter has also said
thatitreserves the right to re-
move the blue tick from ac-
counts that repeatedly violate
its rules and policies.

delimitation exercise for the rest
of the country will be based on
the latest 2021 Census and be
ready by 2026, whereas for J&K,
it will be based on the 10-year
older Census 2011.“The political
side to delimitation is what is
creating uncertainty... The re-
jigging of seats — where will
they be added,” Abdullah said,
adding that Home Minister Amit
Shahdid seek toallay these con-
cerns explaining how the soft-
ware was objective.

While the three leaders of
the NC — Associate Members in
the Delimitation Commission —
did not attend its meeting on
February 18, they may partici-
pate whenever it is called next.
“Doctor sahab (NC President
Farooq Abdullah) has been au-
thorised by the party to take a
call at the appropriate time on
this,” he said.

stricted to 50 per cent. Public
placesand parks canremainopen
from 5 am to 9 pm; sports activi-
ties will be allowed from 5 am to
9amand 6 pmto9 pm.

The District Disaster
Management Authorities
(DDMAs) have been given the
power toimpose a higher level of
restrictions. “DDMA shall not re-
quire prior permission of the State
Disaster Management Authority
(SDMA)for going for a higher level
of restrictions or putting extra re-
strictions,” said the order. Earlier,
DDMAs could only carry out “mi-
nor modifications”, with the
SDMA's concurrence.

The governmentalso said that

only RT-PCR tests would be taken
into account to determine the
weekly positivity rate. “It was
found that in some districts, pos-
itivity rate was very low with
rapid antigen tests, while it was
much higher with RT-PCR tests.
So, the public health department
suggested that only RT-PCR tests
should be taken into account,”
said an official.

The government also asked
district authorities to push vacci-
nation through public awareness
activities, setting a target of 70 per
cent vaccination of the eligible
population at the earliest.

“Make flying squads for en-
forcement of Covid-appropriate

behaviour, especially to check
high incidence events like mar-
riages and establishments like
restaurants, malls,” said the order,
adding that fines should be im-
posed effectively on violators.

The BMC on Friday reiterated
thatMumbai willremainin Level
3 of wunlock. Municipal
Commissioner Iqbal Singh Chahal
issued a new order stating that
Mumbai's unlock level will re-
main unchanged.

"The new order will come into
effect from June 28. In Mumbai,
most activities are currently al-
lowed till 4 pm on weekdays,"
said an  official from
Brihanmumbai ~ Municipal

Corporation.

Pimpri, Pune

Thereare 26 cities in the west-
ernregion, of which 10cities have
been certified.

Inthe second round of the as-
sessment, for 2019-20, it was
found that 100 city data officers
have been appointed with 13 per-
manent nominations for leading
and performing data-led activi-
ties. A total of 61 cities have ap-
pointed personnel to help coordi-
nate data activities for their
respective departments, as per
guidance of CDO. Twenty cities
have conducted their own capac-

ity-building sessions on data re-
lated areas in addition to the min-
istry-organised trainings.

As many as 69 cities have de-
ployed sensors for data collection
and 63 urban regions have pub-
lished over 30 datasets on the
Smart Cities Open Data Portal.

The gamut of data collection
and analysis includes sensors,
portals, special algorithms, big
data centres, among others. Fifty
cities have showcased better citi-
zen engagement through alerts
and notifications.

On Friday, Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs, Hardeep Puri,
presented awards in various cat-
egories to cities and states to cel-
ebrate the sixthanniversary of the
launch of PMAY-U, AMRUT and
Smart Cities Mission.

The Centre also unveiled the
‘Climate Smart Cities Assessment
Framework’ (CSCAF) 2 awards,
which were launched in
September, 2020 to assess what
“climate actions” are being taken
by smart cities. The framework
consists of 28 indicators of 96 data
points. The top nine cities that
have been awarded four-star rat-
ings are Surat, Indore,
Ahmedabad, Pune, Vijayawada,
Rajkot, Visakhapatnam, Pimpri-
Chinchwad and Vadodara.

Covovax

When contacted,SII authori-
ties told The Indian Express that
initially they would apply for ap-
proval to conduct clinical trials of
the Covovax vaccine in the 12-18
age group and then in the age
group below 12 years.

Meanwhile, SII together with
the Indian Council of Medical
Research, had planned the Phase-
2/3 observer blind randomised
controlled study to determine the
safety and immunogenicity of
Covovax (SARS-CoV2 recombi-
nant spike protein nanoparticle
vaccine (SARS-CoV2rS) with
Matrix-M1 adjuvant in Indian
adults. After the placebo arm of
the trial was done away with, the
Phase-3 clinical trial began on
June 18 with the first dose being
administered to a volunteer par-
ticipant from Pune.

The trial would test Covovax
and Novavax in 1,400 volunteers
above 18 years of age across 20
sites, and four in Pune have com-
menced the recruitment process
and administering the dose.
These include Sahyadri, Noble, D
Y Patil hospitals and KEM hospital
atVadu.

Dr Abhijit Kadam, Scientist C,
coordinating principal investiga-
tor from ICMR National AIDS
Research Institute, said re-
searchers across these sites are in
the process of recruiting volun-
teers for the Phase-3 trial, which
commenced on June 18.
According to authoritiesat DY
Patil Medical College and
Hospital,at least 100 participants
have already enrolled and were
administered the first shot of the
Covovax vaccine, while Noble
Hospital authorities said at least
49 participants were enrolled.

At KEM Hospital, Vadu, au-
thorities said the clinical trials
have begun here. “We started the
bridging study yesterday and
have enlisted 20 participants so
far,” the authorities said.

Recruitment will be com-
pleted in the next one or two
weeks, and after the first dose,
there will be a 21-day interval for
the second dose. Then there will
be the crucial immunogenicity
check.

There are two groups of which
one will get Covovax and the
other Novavax. Novavax had also
published results of the UK

Phase-3 study, which had as-
sessed the efficacy of the vaccine
NVX-COV2373 during a period
with high transmission and with
the UK variant strain circulating
widely. The results had found that
its Covid-19 vaccine was 89.7 per-
centeffective in preventing the in-
fection.
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AFTER ED RAIDS ANIL DESHMUKH’S RESIDENCE

Central agencies being misused to target
political opponents, we will fight back: NCP

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, JUNE 25

EVEN AS the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)on Friday raided
the Nagpur residence of former
state home minister Anil
Deshmukh, NCP chief Sharad

g% orex a:m;-}ﬁq

Pawar said this was a “new pat-
tern of misusing central agencies
to harass political opponents”.

"This is a new pattern of mis-
using central agencies to harass
political leaders... Earlier, Anil
Deshmukh's family was ha-
rassed by central agencies... This
is nothing new to us, central
agencies have been used in the
past too against our leaders. It is
being done out of sheer frustra-
tion. We are not worried about
this. Even people don't take
them seriously," said Pawar in
Pune on Friday.

His daughter and Baramati
MP Supriya Sule said the coun-
try has never seen such blatant
misuse of central agencies as
was being done by the BJP-led
central government.

"The BJP all the time accuses
the Congress of committing ex-
cesses during the Emergency.
What we are witnessing today
has probably never been seen or
heard. This is the first time I am
witnessing this kind of misuse of
central agencies against political
opponents. This is the new SoP
which the BJP has come up with,
it seems to be the BJP's style of
operation,” Sule said in Pune on
Friday, adding that the NCP will
fight back.

Sule said Maharashtra has
never experienced misuse of
power to meet political ends.
"Maharashtra has had a political
culture... it does not involve ha-
rassing opponents for political
gains," she said.

The NCP leader said the
country was facing one of its

biggest challenges of tackling the Category Approximats PiotArea” | Tosder
Covid-19 pandemic but the BJP- Forer Sler -3 s 4RETO5
led central government was

busy in “vendetta politics”. Theee Siar 1~ 2 nares ABEGTT
"Instead of effectively tackling "Hcla: Ares subject to modification

Covid-19 and focusing its atten-
tion on rising unemployment
and healthcare issues, the cen-
tral government is busy misus-
ing central agencies and playing
vendetta politics," she said.
State NCP chief Jayant Patil

NCP chief Sharad Pawar with party leaders Dilip Walse-Patil,
Vandana Chavan and Prashant Jagtap at the NCP
headquarters in Pune. Arul Horizon

said, "The raids are being con-
ducted because they could not
find anything during the inves-
tigation. Now, they are trying to
dig up some 10-year-old cases to
frame Deshmukh."

Shiv Sena spokesperson
Sanjay Raut said, "We have been
saying repeatedly that the gov-
ernment is misusing central
agencies to harass its opponents
unnecessarily. If there is any fit
case, the ED and CBI should in-
vestigate, such as the
Ayodhya land scandal. In fact,
the BJP national executive
should pass a resolution recom-
mending CBI probe into the
Ayodhya land issue.”

Slamming the ED raids, state
Congress spokesperson Sachin

Deshmukh when no financial
transaction has taken place?
Both Param Bir Singh and Sachin
Vaze never said money was
given and therefore no financial
transaction had taken place.
Why are the central agencies not
raiding Param Bir Singh? All the
investigating agencies are being

Kalmadi was raided by CBI and
subsequently arrested. Did any-
one accuse the Congress of mis-
using central agencies... the cen-
tral agencies should be allowed
todo their work... they have been
conducting investigation only af-
ter facts emerged,” he said.
Pravin Darekar, opposition

All parties, including Cong, needed
to create alternative front: Pawar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 25

NCP CHIEF Sharad Pawar on
Friday said if an alternative has
to be created against “those in
power at the Centre”, then it
should be formed by bringing
together all other parties, in-
cluding the Congress.

“For the last six months,
farmers' organisations have
been protesting in Delhi. It is a
non-political agitation. There
was a thought on the strategy to
raise the issue in the Parliament.

Thus, few organisations and
some political parties came to-
gether without bringing their
political thoughts. They dis-
cussed preparing a white paper
and presenting it to the Union
government,” Pawar told medi-
apersons.

The NCP chief said, “The dis-
cussion in the meeting was not
on aThird Front but I expressed
my opinion in the Rashtra
Manch that if an alternative has
to be created to those in power
at the Centre, then it should be
with the Congress, along with
other political parties.”

misused by the central govern-  leader in the state Legislative

ment." Council, said, "These raids have
BJP leader Sudhir  nothing to do with the central
Mungantiwar, meanwhile, government. They are part of

claimed that after the arrest of
former police officer Sachin
Waze, several skeletons had
come out of the closet. "No one
should give this a political colour.
Even during the Congress'
regime, its leader Suresh

the investigation. Such raids
used to take place even during
Congress regimes.”
Referring to protests by
NCP workers in Nagpur, he
said, “Holding protests is not
an appropriate thing to do."

Sawant said, "What s the ED is
trying to search for while raid-
ing the residence of Anil

Exciting Investment Opporiunity at the Statue of Unity, Kevadia

Request for Qualification for Developmant of 3- & 4-Btar Hotels

Cne of the eight wondars of tha World arsd orn of the World's groatest 100
places to wis declarad by TIME, Statue of Uinity, Kevadia has amergad a5 an
Infarnational class Tourist Destination with the peak daily tourist footfall
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Long Term Lease of 99 Years
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THE INDIAN CARD CLOTHING COMPANY LIMITED

Registered Office: "Katariya Capital", A-1

, Vidyut Nagar Society, Lane No. 5, Koregaon Park, Pune — 411001;

CIN: L29261PN1955PLC009579; E-mail: |nvestor@card|ndla com; Website: www.cardindia.com;
Telefax: +91-20-26151618

AUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31-MARCH-2021

(Rupees in Lakhs)

Sr. Particulars Quarter ended Year Ended
No. 31-Mar-21 | 31-Dec-20 | 31-Mar-20 | 31-Mar-21 | 31-Mar-20
(Audited) |(Un-Audited)| (Audited) | (Audited) (Audited)
1 [ Income from Operations (Net) 1,501.13 | 1,240.25 | 1,387.51 | 4,530.85 5,128.04
2 | Total Income from Operations (Net) 1,591.49 | 1,381.21 | 1,402.59 | 4,837.31 5,285.50
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional items) 95.99 130.57 | (188.71) (41.15) (640.58)
4 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after exceptional items) 112.07 136.36 | (116.39) (18.53) | (316.30)
5 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items) 87.38 116.93 | (140.51) (88.84) | (417.70)
6 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period (comprehensive profit 92.77 114.95 | (143.59) (81.33) (428.93)
/ (Loss) for the period (after tax) and other comprehensive Income
(after tax)
7 | Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face value Rs. 10/- each) 594.11 594.11 455.11 594.11 455.11
8 | Other Equity (excluding revaluation reserve) as shown in the - - - 6,676.10 | 5,446.26
balance sheet of previous year.
9 | Earnings Per Share (before and after extraordinary items)
(of Rs.10/- each) (not annualised):
(a) Basic 1.67 2.35 (3.09) (1.70) (9.18)
(b) Diluted 1.67 2.35 (3.09) (1.70) (9.18)

AUDITED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31-MARCH-2021

(Rupees in Lakhs)

Sr. Particulars Quarter ended Year Ended
No. 31-Mar-21 | 31-Dec-20 | 31-Mar-20 | 31-Mar-21 | 31-Mar-20
(Audited) |(Un-Audited)| (Audited) | (Audited) (Audited)
1 [ Income from Operations (Net) 1,762.30 | 1,484.46 | 1,615.78 | 5,464.45 | 6,130.87
2 | Total Income from Operations (Net) 1,867.83 | 1,625.43 | 1,631.21 | 5,786.86 | 6,291.14
3 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional items) 57.12 85.33 | (249.92) | (204.58) (738.44)
4 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before tax (after exceptional items) 73.04 91.12 | (177.61) | (181.96) (414.15)
5 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items) 57.47 70.88 | (200.22) | (244.36) (510.24)
6 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period (comprehensive profit 70.40 96.44 | (186.19) | (199.84) (496.76)
/(Loss) for the period (after tax) and other comprehensive Income
(after tax)
7 | Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face value Z10/- each) 594.11 594.11 455.11 594.11 455.11
8 | Other Equity (excluding revaluation reserve) as shown in the - - - 6,556.13 | 5,430.86
balance sheet of previous year
9 | Earnings Per Share (before and after extraordinary items)
(of ¥10/- each) (not annualised):
(a) Basic 1.09 1.48 (4.13) (4.42) (11.12)
(b) Diluted 1.09 1.48 (4.13) (4.42) (11.12)

www.cardindia.com.

Note : The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Audited Standalone and Consolidated Financial Results for the quarter and year ended March
31, 2021 are available on the websites of Stock Exchange(s) at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com and also on the website of the Company i.e., on

Sd/-
Sanjeevkumar Karkamkar
Place :Pune Director
Date :24" June, 2021 DIN : 00575970

For THE INDIAN CARD CLOTHING COMPANY LIMITED

RESTORATION OF SERVICE OF
SPECIAL TRAIN BETWEEN

DAUND AND INDORE

Railways have decided to restore the service of special train
between Daund and Indore on existing route / timings and with the
same composition as per details below:

Train No | Daund === Indore

02943 Daund - Indore Special Train Journey
Commencing on from 29.6.2021 till further advice.

02944 Indore — Daund Special Train Journey
Commencing on from 28.6.2021 till further advice.

For detailed timings and halts please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or download NTES App.

RESERVATIO

Bookings for Special Train no 02943 on normal charges will
open on 26.06.2021 at all PRS centers and on website
www.irctc.co.in.

Only passengers having confirmed tickets will be permitted to
board this special train adhering all norms, SOPs related to
COVID-19 during the boarding, travel and at destination.

CENTRAL RAILWAY

www.cr.indianrailways.gov.in
3 O centralrailwayindia | [3 central_Railway

RailMadad Helpline 139

26th June
Rajarshi
Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj
Birth
Anniversary

Ajit Pawar
Dy. Chief Minister

Zz77 IRCON INTERNATIONALLTD. 77,
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Website: www.ircon.org, CIN- L45203DL1976G01008171
e-Tenders are invited from bidders meeting qualifying requirements for the following works:

e-Procurement Notice (National Competitive Bidding)
i.e-Tender No.: IRCON/ELECT/5037-5038/NCRTC/OPC_BEC_RC_1/0T/30, Dated: 21.06.2021
“Design, Manufacturing & Supply of Overhead Protection Conductor (OPC), Buried Earth
Conductor (BEC) and Return Conductor (RC) for Delhi — Ghaziabad — Meerut RRTS Corridor of
NCRTC (Package—19, Lot 1)”.
Estimated cost of the work [INR1,16,21,050/- (inclusive of all applicable taxes except GST)
Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission [05.07.2021 up to 1500 Hrs IST

International e-Procurement Notice (International Competitive Biddin

ii.e-TenderNo.: IRCON/ELECT/5037-5038/NCRTC/LIGHT WT SECTION INSULATOR/0T/31, dt: 24.06.21
“Design, Manufacture & Supply of Light Weight Section Insulator for Lot-1 and Lot-2 work of
Delhi—Ghaziabad —Meerut RRTS Corridor of NCRTC (Package-19 Lot 1 & Lot 2).”
Estimated cost of the work | EURO273,734/-(inclusive of all taxes excluding Custom Duty and GST)
Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission | 05.07.2021 upto 1700 Hrs IST
For further details, visit website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Corrigendum, if any,

would be hosted only on the website.  cGyElect., C-4 District Centre, Saket, New Delhi-110017
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L ; RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

-
ke www.rbi.org.in

Department of Supervision
C-8, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra, Mumbai 400 051
Directions under Section 35A read with Section 56 of the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 -Shri Anand Co-operative Bank Limited,

Chinchwad, Pune, Maharashtra- Extension of Period

The Reserve Bank of India vide directive DCBS.CO.BSD-I/ D-16/ 12.22.474/
2018-19 dated June 21, 2019 had placed the Shri Anand Co-operative Bank
Limited, Chinchwad,Pune,Maharashtra under Directions from the close of
business on June 25, 2019 for a period of six months.The validity of the directions
was extended from time-to-time, the last being up to June 24, 2021.

2. It is hereby notified for the information of the public that, the Reserve Bank
of India, in exercise of powers vested in it under sub-section (1) of Section 35 A
read with Section 56 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, hereby directs that the
aforesaid Directions shall continue to apply to the bank till September 24, 2021
as per the directive DOR.MON.D-18/12.22.474/2021-22 dated June 22, 2021,
subject to review.

3. All other terms and conditions of the Directives under reference shall remain
unchanged. A copy of the directive dated June 22, 2021 notifying the above
extension is displayed at the bank’s premises for the perusal of public.

4. The aforesaid extension and /or modification by the Reserve Bank of India
should not per-se be construed to imply that Reserve Bank of India is satisfied with
the financial position of the bank. (Monisha Chakraborty)

Mumbai Chief General Manager

“Don’t get cheated by E-mails/SMSs/Calls promising you money”

Salutations to the
Great Social Reformer!

Balasaheb Thorat
Minister, Revenue

Government
of Maharashtra

Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray

Chief Minister
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Directorate General of Information and Public Relations, Government of Maharashtra

DGIPR/2021-22/954

Pune
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8 sandalwood trees
stolen from High
Explosives Factory

Pune: As many as eight sandal-
wood trees were chopped down
and stolen from the premises of
the High Explosives Factory (HEF)

in Khadki. Ketan Patange, a junior
workers manager who is also the
head of the security section of the
HEF, has lodged the first informa-

tionreportin this case at the Khadki
police station. According to the FIR,
eight sandalwood trees, estimated
tocostRs 7 lakh, located in the mag-

June 20.

azine region inside the HEF, were
chopped down and stolen between
6 pm on June 19 and 6 am on
ENS

oy
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—~+~+__ Aspire Home Finance Corporation Limited

A B LK E votilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road, Opposite ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai-400025.
Email - info@ahfcl.com  CIN :- U65923MH2013PLC248741

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY/IES)

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Aspire Home Finance Corporation Ltd. under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets & in compliance of Rule 8(1) of Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand
notice/s on the date mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay the amount as mentioned
against each account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/date of receipt of the said notice/s.

The borrower/s having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower/s and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property/ies described herein below in exercise powers conferred on him/her under
Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the dates mentioned against each account.

The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Aspire Home Finance Corporation Ltd., for the amount and interest thereon as per
loan agreement. The borrowers' attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.

Sr Loan Agreement No. /Name of the Demand Notice Date of Description of the

No| Borrower/Co Borrower/Guarantor date & Amount |possession Taken Property/ies mortgaged

1. LXWAG00117-180058401 07-12-2020 21-06-2021 | Plot No - 9B, Survey No - 13, Hissa No - 4K,
Vishal Sukhadev Kapure & for Manjari Bk, Pune, Maharashtra-412307

Anita Vishal Kapure Rs. 805409/-

2. LXPUNO00115-160016787 19-12-2020 21-06-2021 | SrNo - 13, Hissa No - 4C, Manjari Village, Manjari

Vishal Sukhadev Kapure & for Bk, Near Railway Station, Pune, Maharashtra —

Anita Shivaji Bhosale Rs. 720221/- 412307
3. LXPUNO00114-150002628 19-12-2020 21-06-2021 | Flat No - 301, 3rd Floor, Shivalay Sankul, S.no. -
Sitaram Arjun Veer & for 107/19, Dhayari, Haveli, Pune, Maharashtra -

Mangesh Sitaram Veer Rs. 764594/- 411041

4. LXPIM00116-170033669 28-02-2019 23-06-2021 | Plot No. 95-A Survey No 61, Lake View City,

Sanjay Shrirang Gaikwad & for Wadgaon Shinde Road, Road No.04 Lohgaon,
Sunita Sanjay Gaikwad Rs. 2011433/- Near Mmit College, Haveli- 411047 Pune
Maharashtra
5. LXPUNO00116-170039637 25-09-2018 23-06-2021 | S. No. 134, Hissa No. 1A, Near Godbole Wasti,
Mahesh Sudarshan Tilekar & for Manjari Bk, Pune - 413103 Maharashtra
Kaushalya Sudarshan Tilekar Rs. 778331/-
6. LXKAT00316-170043062 24-05-2019 23-06-2021 | Flat No 13, 4th Floor, Shree Samarth Complex, S
Shivaji Dhanraj Mane & for No 54/1B Dhayari, Pune, Maharashtra-413103
Jyoti Shivaji Mane Rs. 1348236/-

7. LXPUNO00316-170044140 19-12-2020 23-06-2021 |Plot No - 2, Surve No - 134, Hissa No - 1a,
Govind Ambadas Jadhav & for Godbole Wasti, Manjari Bk, Pune, Maharashtra -
Dhanshree Govind Jadhav Rs. 667516/- 412307

8. LXPUNO00316-170034678 19-12-2020 24-06-2021 | Flat No - 403, 4th Floor, Bramha Building, Sr. No -

Supreeth Jayarama Shetty & for 62, Hissa No - 4, Behind Bramha Hotel,
Jayashri Supreeth Shetty Rs. 1949094/- Ambegaon Bk, Pune, Maharashtra - 411046

Place : Maharashtra
Dated : 26.06.2021

Sd/-
Authorized Officer,
(Aspire Home Finance Corporation Ltd.)
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Aspire Home Finance Corporation Limited

P 1R E Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road, Opposite ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai-400025.
= Email :- info@ahfcl.com. CIN :- US5923MH2013PLC248741

DEMAND NOTICE

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13 (2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL

ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT. 2002

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and enforcement of Security Interest
Act. 2002 (the said Act) read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules. 2002 (the said Rule) In exercise
of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of said Rule, the authorized officer has issued
Demand notices under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s) / Co-borrowers, Guarantor/s to repay the
loan amount mentioned in the respective demand notices issued to them. In connection with above notice is hereby given
once again to all the parties to pay within 60 days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below,
together with further interest from the date(s) of Demand Notice till the date of payment. The detail of the Borrower(s)
amount dues on date of Demand Notice and Security offered towards repayment of loan amount are as under:-

MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Sub Regional Office Pune-1
NOTICE FOR ONLINE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING

Environmental Public Hearing in respect of M/s.
Nira Bhima Co-operative Sugar Factory Litd.,
Shahajinagar, Po. Redney, Tal. Indapur, Dist.
Pune, regarding expansion in existing capacity of
distillery project from 30 KL per day to 105 KL per
day in existing project complex of 3,500 TCD
sugar Factory, 18 MW Co-Gen Plant and 30 KLPD
Distillery, at Sahajinagar, Po.Redni, Tal-Indapur,
Dist-Pune was schedule on 02/07/2021 at 12:00
noon. However, due to Covid -19 epidemic, it is
decided to conduct online public hearing as per
the orders of District Collector, Pune and
Chairman of the public hearing. In view of above
the said public hearing will be conducted on
02/07/2021 at 12 noon through video conferencing
(ZOOM APPLICATION). The link of the public
hearing as bellow:-

https://zoom.us/j/91652384478?pwd=dHpYbkx
NKzNJWWRGKO0JsRUc2cnYyUTO09

Meeting ID: 916 5238 4478
Password: 02072021

Citizens can participate in the public hearing
through their mobile phone (By installing Zoom
app) or computer (by visiting the web site
https://zoom.us/join) by using given meeting ID
and password. Suggestions, objections and
statements regarding the proposed public hearing
can sent to sropunel1 @ mpcb.gov.in sd /-

(Pratap Jagtap)
Sub Regional Officer, Pune-1
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

2 held for trying to extort Rs 50 lakh

Pune: Pune City Police's Crime
Branch has arrested two per-
sons, Ajuharuddin Shaikh (24)
and Santosh Suresh Devkar (32),
for allegedly demanding extor-
tion money of Rs 50 lakh from a
businessman.

Police said the complainant,
who owns a construction com-

pany, received a phone call on
June 16 from a person who
threatened to kill the business-
man and his family unless he
paid them Rs 50 lakh.

After the businessman ap-
proached the police for help,
they asked him to maintain con-
tact with the extortionist. As per

from businessman

police instructions, he called the
accused to Aundh. While the ac-
cused, identified as Shaikh, was
taking the money from him, he
was arrested by a police team.
Shaikh told the police that he
demanded extortion money
from the businessman as per the
instructions of his aide Suresh

1/

E AMINES LIMITED
- CIN: L24132MH1988PLC049387

Registered Office: 'Balaji Towers', S.No. 9/1A/1,Hotgi Road, Aasara Chowk,
Solapur : 413224, Maharashtra @ Website: www.balajiamines.com;
Email : cs@balajiamines.com; Ph : 0217-2451500

NOTICE

(For the attention of Equity Shareholders ofthe Company)
Sub : Mandatory transfer of Equity Shares of the Company to Investor Education
and Protection Fund (IEPF)

This notice is published in pursuant to the provisions of Section 124(6) of the
Companies Act, 2013 (“the act”) read with the Investor Education and Protection Fund
Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 (“the Rules")and
subsequent amendment thereto, the dividend declared during the FY 2013-14, which
remained unclaimed for a period of seven years will be credited to IEPF on or before
03rd December, 2021. The Corresponding Shares on which dividend was unclaimed
for seven consecutive years will also be transferred as per the procedure set out in the
rules.

In Compliance with the IEPF Rules, the Company has communicated individually to the
concerned Shareholders and details of such shares liable to be transferred to IEPF are
also available at the web link: http://balajiamines.com/investor-relations.

The concerned shareholders, holding shares in physical form and whose shares are
liable to be transferred to IEPF, may note that the Company would be issuing duplicate
shares certificate(s) in lieu of the original share certificate(s) held by them for the
purpose of transfer of shares to IEPF as per Rules and upon such issue, the original
share certificate(s) held by them for the purpose of transfer of shares IEPF as per rule
upon such issue, the original share certificate(s) which stand registered in your name
will stand automatically cancelled and be deemed non-negotiable.

Shareholders may note that both the unclaimed dividend and the shares transferred to
IEPF including all the benefits accruing on such shares, if any can be claimed back by
them from the IEPF Authority after following the procedure prescribed by the Rules
(refer the IEPF website http://iepf.gov.in/) and no claim shall lie against the Company.
Shareholders are requested to claim the final dividend declared during the FY 2013-14
and onwards before the same is transferred to the IEPF. In case the Company does not
receive any communication from the concerned shareholders by 3rd December, 2021
the Company shall with a view to complying with the requirements set out in the Rules,
transfer the shares to IEPF by the due date as per procedure stipulated in the Rules.

For any queries on the subject matter, you may email us at cs@balajiamines.com or
contact the Company's Registrar and Transfer Agents at Venture Capital and Corporate
Investments Pvt. Limited,12-10-167 Bharatnagar,Hyderabad-500018,Ph: 040-
23818475/476; Fax: 040-23868024; email: info@vccilindia.com

For Balaji Amines Limited

Jhaveri

Place : Solapur
Date : 25.06.2021

Sr. | Loan Agreement No./Name of the Demand Notice Description of secured asset(s)
No. | Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s)/ Date and Amount (Immovable Property/ies)
Co-Applicant Name/Guarantor
Name

1 | LXKAT00216-170030419 / 20-Apr-21/ Rs. 942467/- |Flat No-103, 1st Floor, Jay Ganesh Aparment,
Vivek Jitendra Singh/ (Rupees Nine Lac Forty Two | S.No. 10/2/16, Near Indian Oil Petrol Pump,
Vikas Jitendra Singh Thousand Four Hundred | Mangdewadi, Pune, Maharashtra-411046

Sixty Seven Only)

2 | LXKAT00317-180062191/ 20-Apr-21/ Rs. 1482214/- [Hissa No.- 45/32 , Sr. No.-46 (Old Sr. No.-86),
Raju Ramesh Chipkar / ( Rupees Fourteen Lac Village Kondhawa Budruk, Taluka-Haveli, District-
Ramesh Rajaram Chipkar/ Eighty Two Thousand Two | Pune, Maharashtra-411048
Shanta Ramesh Chipkar/ Hundred Fourteen Only)

Ramesh Rajaram Chipkar

3 | LXPIMO00116-170028408 / 20-Apr-21/ Rs. 2457101/- | FlatNo.-401, 4th Floor, C- Building, Laxmi Enclave,
Rohit Ghansham Chavan / ( Rupees Twenty Four Lac | Keshav Nagar, Pune, Maharashtra-411036
Rita Ghansham Chavan/ Fifty Seven Thousand One
Hitesh Ghanshyam Chavan Hundred One Only)

4 | LXPUNO00115-160014796 / 20-Apr-21/ Rs. 1063170/- |Flat No-02, 1st Floor, Shree Balaji Vishw, S.No-
Ramesh Arjun Naik / ( Rupees Ten Lac Sixty 9, Sopankaka Nagar, Gujarwadi, Near Ganpati
Arjun Rama Naik Three Thousand One Mandir, Pune, Maharashtra-411044

Hundred Seventy Only)

5 |LXPUNO00316-170047517/ 20-Apr-21/ Rs. 2009844/- |Flat No.-101, 1st Floor, Palm Shree Apartment,
Suresh Bhima Chauhan / ( Rupees Twenty Lac Nine |Old Survey No-92, New Survey No-48, Hissa No-
Meena Suresh Chavan Thousand Eight Hundred 1B/69, Kondhwa Bk, Haveli, Pune, Maharashtra-

Forty Four Only) 411048

6 | LXPUN00415-160009629 / 20-Apr-21/Rs. 1051881/- | Flat No. 401, 4th Floor, Shantai Apartment, Survey
Bhatu Murlidhar Salunkhe / | ( Rupees Ten Lac Fifty One |No-85, Hissa No.-1B/2/2, Haveli, Pune, Kalpataru
Manisha Bhatu Salunkhe Thousand Eight Hundred | Estate, Pune, Maharashtra-411061

Eighty One Only)

7 |LXHADO00116-170030348 / 25-May-21/ Rs. 947806/- |Flat No.-12, 3rd Floor, A-Wing, Rukmai, Old
Rohidas Nathu Tambade / ( Rupees Nine Lac Forty | S.No-41/1, New S.No.-8, H.No.-1 /38 & 39,
Poonam Rohidas Tambade Seven Thousand Eight Rukhmai, Khopade Nagar, Katarj, Mauje-Gujar

Hundred Six Only) Nimbalkar Wadi, Taluka-Haveli, District-Pune,
Maharashtra-411046

8 [LXPIM00116-170022359 25-May-21/ Rs. 1489219/- | Flat No.-105, 1st Floor, Swara Building, Ambegaon
I Vivek Anil Saka / Anil ( Rupees Fourteen Lac Khurd, Pune, Survey No.-33, H No.-02, Pune,
Nagnath Saka/ Ganesh Eighty Nine Thousand Two | Maharashtra-411046
Satayanarayan Kongari Hundred Nineteen Only)

9 |LXPIM00117-180055183 25-May-21/ Rs. 890110/- | Flat No.-302, 3rd Floor, Sai Krupa, S No-76 & 86,
Shivaji Balu Mankar / ( Rupees Eight Lac Ninety | Ahiregaon, Shivane, Pune, Maharashtra-411023
Balu Kisan Mankar Thousand One Hundred

Ten Only

10 | LXPIMO01115-160007352 25-May-21/ Rs. 997270/- | Flat No-03, Ground Floor, B-Wing, Forest Castle,
| Prakash Sudhakar ( Rupees Nine Lac Ninety | Survey No.-36/5/1/1-4, Mouje Ambegaon Budruk,
Sonawane/ Prachi Prakash Seven Thousand Two Taluka-Haveli, Newar Bhairavnath Temple, Pune,
Sonawane Hundred Seventy Only Maharashtra-411046

11 [ LXPUN00116-170023824/ 25-May-21/ Rs. 1402745/- |Flat No.-203, 2Nd Floor, Sai Balaji Heights, S. No-
Sameer Ganesh Gholap / ( Rupees Fourteen Lac Two |9, Hissa No.-2 /1B, Gujar Nimbalkarwadi, Pune,
Deepali Sameer Gholap Thousand Seven Hundred | Near Mastani Hotel, Maharashtra-411046

Forty Five Only)

12 | LXPUNO00117-180055696/ 25-May-21/ Rs. 259581/- |Flat No.-12, 3rd Floor, Wing-A, Rukmai, Old
Rohidas Nathu Tambade/ ( Rupees Two Lac Fifty Nine [S No.-41/1, New S No.-8, Hissa No.-1/ 38 &
Poonam Rohidas Tambade Thousand Five Hundred 39, Hopade Nagar, Nimbalkar Wadi, Pune,

Eighty One Only) Maharashtra-411046

13 | LXPUNO00117-180061985 / 25-May-21/ Rs. 219090/- | FlatNo.- 401, 4th Floor, Swami Samarth Apartment,
Asmita Suresh Kothawale/ | ( Rupees Two Lac Nineteen | Datta Niwas, Jadhav Nagar, Mangdewadi, Pune,
Madhura Suresh Kothawale Thousand Ninety Only) Maharashtra-411046

14 | LXPUNO00216-170047658/ 25-May-21/Rs. 700916/- |Survey No.-222, Plot No.-16, Dhangar
Sunil Harishchandra ( Rupees Seven Lac Nine |Wasti, Urali Devachi, Near Samata Vidyalay,
Bhalerav/ Santosh Hundred Sixteen Only) Maharashtra-412308
Harishchandra Bhalerao

15 | LXPUN00316-170030434 / 25-May-21/ Rs. 1478858/- | Survey No.- 2, Hissa No.-1/2/1/38, Mahavir Nagar,
Abdulrazzak Abdulsatar ( Rupees Fourteen Lac Lane No-1, Mauje Wadgaon, Near Masjid, Sheri,
Shaikh / Abdulsattar Seventy Eight Thousand | Taluka-Haveli, Maharashtra-411014
Waliahmed Shaikh/ Eight Hundred Fifty Eight
Shafik Abdulsattar Shaikh/ Only)

Abdulsattar Waliahmed
Shaikh

16 | LXPUNO00316-170034013/ 25-May-21/ Rs. 1533014/- | Flat No-412, 4th Floor, Sai Samruddhi, Survey No-
Balu Harishchandra Ghuge/ ( Rupees Fifteen Lac 7718, Shivane, Pune, Dagat Patil Industrial Estate,
Sulochana Balu Ghuge Thirty Three Thousand Maharashtra-411023

Fourteen Only)

17 | LXPUNO00316-170036864/ 25-May-21/ Rs. 1020509/- | Flat No-503, 5th Floor, Dudhane Heights, A-Wing,
Sachin Laxman Khetle/ ( Rupees Ten Lac Twenty |Survey No.-93, Hissa No.-1, Shivane, Pune,
Asha Sachin Khetle Thousand Five Hundred Maharashtra-413103

Nine Only)

18 | LXPUNO00316-170037885/ 25-May-21/Rs. 1041316/- [Gat No.-330 (Old-1352), Avhalwadi, Pune,
Indrajeet Madhav Telange/ | ( Rupees Ten Lac Forty One | Maharashtra-412207
Komal Indrajeet Telange Thousand Three Hundred

Sixteen Only

19 | LXPUN00416-170037998/ 25-May-21/ Rs. 2267576/- |Flat No.-1, 1st Floor, Survey No.-57, Hissa No.-5
Sumit Balasaheb Matere/ ( Rupees Twenty Two Lac |/ 1 /2, Lane No.-28, Sawali Apartment, Shivneri
Laxmi Balu Matere Sixty Seven Thousand Five |Nagar, Mauje Kondhawa Khurd, Haveli, Pune,

Hundred Seventy Six Only | Maharshtra-411048

20 [ LXPUNO00416-170044691 / 25-May-21/ Rs. 1553229/- |Plot No.-88, Lane No.-01, Shivshambho
Sagar Balasaheb Dhumal / ( Rupees Fifteen Lac Fifty |Nagar, Katraj, Near N Oil Petrol Pump,
Varsha Sagar Dhumal Three Thousand Two Maharashtra-411046

Hundred Twenty Nine Only

Place : Maharashtra
Date

: 26.06.2021

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to AHFCL as aforesaid AHFCL shall proceed against the above
secured assets Under Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risk of the said Borrowers as to
the cost and consequences. The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets,
whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of AHFCL. Any person who contravenes
or abates contravention of the provision of the said Act or Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment
and / or penalty as provided under the Act.

Sd/-
Authorized Officer,
(Aspire Home Finance Corporation Ltd.)

C

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that Crystal Hill Paradise LLP, having its
registered office at 5, The Retreat, 100/4, Gidney Park, Pune Maharashtra
— 411 037, through its Partners (1) M/s. Ultimate Developers LLP, (2) M/s.
Avishkar Progressive Construction Associates LLP, and (3) M/s. Lilac
Landmarks LLP, (4) Mr. Ramesh Parasram Bhatia (Hereinafter referred to
as the “Said Owner LLP”") is the Owner of the properties, more particularly
mentioned in the schedule hereunder and hereinafter collectively referred
to as the “Scheduled Property”. The said Owner LLP has represented
that its title to the Scheduled Property is clean, clear and marketable and
is well seized and possessed thereof and the Scheduled Property has a
permanent and perpetual access to the 12 Meter wide Main Public Road
from and through the land bearing Survey No. 24 (part) and 26 (part) owned
by Dhanshree HILL Paradise LLP. Negotiations are going on between the
said Owner LLP and our Client for sale of the scheduled property together
with the said right of way.

We are required to investigate right, title and interest of the said Owner
LLP to the said Scheduled Property.

Any person/s, society(s), firm(s), institution (corporate or otherwise)
having any claim against or in respect of the said Scheduled Property
or any part thereof by way of sale, mortgage, exchange, tenancy, family
arrangement, charge, lease, lien, inheritance, bequest, encumbrance,
will, gift, grant, trust, succession, maintenance, development rights,
agreement / settlement, assignment, possession, easement, order / decree
/ judgment of any court/statutory authority, memorandum of understanding
or otherwise howsoever is/are hereby required to make known the same
in writing to the undersigned together with documentary proof thereof, at
the address mentioned below within 14 days from the date hereof, failing
which, it shall be deemed that there is/are no such claim/s and/or such
claim and the claims, if any, will be deemed to have been waived and/or
abandoned and the right, title and interest of the said Owner LLP, to the said
Scheduled Property shall be treated as clean, clear and marketable and the
said transaction shall be completed without any reference to such claims.

SCHEDULED PROPERTY

All that contiguous piece and parcel of land totally admeasuring 0
Hectare 96 Ares equivalent to 9600 square meters equivalent to 1,03,334.4
square foot (out of which 9560 Square Meters is the Non-Agricultural Land),
bearing Survey No. 26/4/1A and 26/5B/1 to 26/5B/16, situated at Revenue
Village Undri, Taluka Haveli, District Pune and within the limits of Pune
Municipal Corporation, Pune, and within the jurisdiction of Sub Registrar-
Haveli, as detailed hereunder:

SURVEY & HISSA NOS. AREA (Hectare and Ares)
26/4/11A 00H 42 Ares i.e. 4200 sq.mtrs
26/5B/1 00H 2.5 Ares i.e. 250 sq.mtrs
26/5B/2 00H 5 Ares i.e. 500 sq.mtrs
26/5B/3 00H 3 Ares i.e.300 sq.mtrs
26/5B/4 00H 5 Ares i.e.500 sq.mtrs
26/5B/5 00H 3.25 Ares i.e.325 sq.mtrs
26/5B/6 00H 3.25Ares i.e. 325 sq.mtrs
26/5B/7 00H 5 Ares i.e.500 sq.mtrs
26/5B/8 00H 5 Ares i.e. 500 sq.mtrs
26/5B/9 00H 3 Ares i.e. 300 sq.mtrs
26/5B/10 00H 1Are i.e.100 sq.mtrs
26/5B/11 00H 2 Ares i..200 sq.mtrs
26/5B/12 00H 2 Ares i.e.200 sq.mtrs
26/5B/13 00H 2 Ares i.e.200 sq.mtrs
26/5B/14 00H 5 Ares i.e. 500 sq.mtrs
26/5B/15 00H 2 Ares i.e. 200 sq.mtrs
26/5B/16 00H 5 Ares i.e. 500 sq.mtrs
TOTAL AREA 00H 96 Ares equivalent to 9600 sq.mtrs

i.e. 1,03,334.4 Sq.ft
ON OR TOWARDS:
EAST  : By Survey No. 26/2 Part, Undri

WEST : By Survey No. 24/2 Part (Dhanashree Hill Paradise LLP’s
Land) and Survey No. 25 (Part), Undri

SOUTH : By Survey No. 26/4 Part, Undri

NORTH : By Property owned by Dhanshree Hill Paradise LLP and 12
Meter wide Easement Road
Pune

Dated : 25" June, 2021

HARIANI & CO.

Advocates and Solicitors

B-4, Ashiana Park, North Main Road, Koregaon Park,
Pune — 411 001. Tel: 26152088, 26152089

&
o The IndiacnEXPRESS

lassifieds

FROM ANYTHING TO EYVERYTHIMNG.

Devkar, who used to work as a
driver for the businessman.
Devkar quit his job in 2016
and later decided to extort
money from the businessman
through Shaikh to repay a loan,
said police. He has also been ar-
rested. ENS

Woman who
posted online advt
for renting out
apartment cheated
of Rs 1.64 lakh

Pune: A 53-year-old woman
who had posted an advertise-
mentonreal estate portals, seek-
ing to rent out her apartment in
Pune, was duped of Rs 1.64 lakh
by an online fraudster who pre-
tended to be a potential tenant.

The person contacted the
woman on her cell phone num-
ber, which she had posted along
with the advertisement, on May
27. He told the woman that he
wanted her apartment on rent
and was willing to pay the ex-
pected deposit and rent amount.
He said he would transfer the
money to her account through
anonline wallet.

The woman and her son then
received some QR codes on their
cell phones. Some time after
they scanned these QR codes as
per the instructions of the man,
Rs 1.64 lakh was transferred
from their bank accounts to
some other accounts without
their consent, through multiple
online transactions. ENS

CENTRAL RAILWAY

SOLAPUR DIVISION

E- TENDER NOTICE NO. 13/2021
SUR/MECH/HUT DATE : 24.06.2021

DRM(M)’s office, Central Railway,
Solapur on behalf of the president of
India invites E-tender from the reputed
firms/contractors for the following
work. Name of work with its locality :
Tender for the contract work of supply,
installation and commissioning of
rolling-in/out facilities at Solapur,
Daund, Wadi, Latur, Sainagar
Shirdi and Pandharpur stations of
Solapur division of Central Railway.
Approximate cost of work : Rs.
24,84,000.00. Address of the office :
DRM Office, Mechanical Branch,
Central Railway, Solapur. Earnest
money to be deposited : Bid Security
Declaration has to be submitted.
Completion period of the work :
Four months from the date of
commencement of the work. Closing
Date and time of uploading of tender
1 19.07.2021 at 11.30 hrs. Website
particulars : www.ireps.gov.in
DME/O&C
SUR_46 Solapur

Railway Helpline 139

D. Ram Reddy
BUSINESS

CHANGE OF NAME

| Parab Arun Hari Army
No 15362709W My

Change of name & DOBI
No.-14250282A, Rank-

Manging Director
POULTRY

Pune Broilers Traders’
Association Rate On
26.06.2021 For Live Big
Birds Rs.123 Live
TandooriBirds Rs.124
Momin Poultry (Asif
Momin) 26336349.

0090286795-1

Pune District Broiler
Traders Association
Rate on 26.06.2021 for
Live big birds Rs.131
Live Small Birds Rs.128
Contact: 93091 13062

0090285085-56

1Jc-802040F Exsub/AEC
Bikash Kar D-801
Laxminagar Dhanori
pune 411015 hereby
declare that my wife’s
actual date of Birth is
02May 1961 and name is
Mamata Bikash Kar
whereas it was
published wrongly in my
servicerecords as Date
of Birth 23 November
1960 and name Mamata
Mishra, which has been
published vide Gazette
no-P-2033652 dated 19-
25 November 2020
0090286896-1

Daughter nameis
incorrectin my Army
record before was
Vaibhavi now changed
to Parab Vaibhavi Arun
as per affidavit no
313/2021. 0090286893-1

I Sreelekshmi M P wife of
No 15718362H NK
Nandulal N have
changed my name
ShreelekshmiM P to
Sreelekshmi M P as per
AffNo
2152141941268500432266
dated 22/06/21.

0090286897-1

Vencobb today’s ex-
shop delivery rate at
Pune Rs 98 per kg.
Contact (9522)
22872417, Pune (9520)
24269414. 0090284455-1

APuneBroiler Traders
Association Rate on
26.06.2021 For Live big
birds Rs 127 Live small
Birds Rs 125 Contact:-
8695842684

0090281765-1

NECC suggested farm-
gate price for 100eggs
0n 26.06.2021 in Pune
without tray is Rs.550/-
(Rupees five hundred
and fifty only)
Phone:NECC 24270724,
26336377, Dealer:
24332689, 24455130,
24265787. 0090284331-86

Pimpri Chinchwad
Broilers Traders
Association Rate On
26.06.2021 For Live Big
Birds Rs 127 Live small
Birds Rs 126 Al_Taqdeer
Broiler(Siraj Shaikh
9822931357,7720080489.

0090286498-1

I, Kendre Rohini Baliram
Spouse of N0.15798448M
Rank L/NK Kendre
Baliram Balaji residing
Post Kurula,Tqg Kandhar,
KurlaNanded
Maharashtra. States my
nameisincorrectin my
husband Army record
before was Jaybhaye
Rohini Namdev now
changed to Kendre
Rohini Baliram as per
affidavitNo 712/2021
Dated 16 June 2021.

0090286894-1

I Army No0.14824366 N
Rank-Sep/Mt Takale
Sanjay Maruti Declares
That My Son Name
Corrected From Om To
Om Sanjay Takale As Per
Gazzet No.P-21164 Dated
0On 08/04/2021

0090286901-1

1IN0 15394161K HAV
Baharul Islam
Choudhury resident of
Vill post-Ujankupa pt-11
Dist-Hailakandi Assam
In my army records my
wife name mistakenly
mentioned as Hena
Begam Choudhary her
correctnameis Hena
Begum Choudhury and
my son’s name s
mentioned as Md
Jaharrul Hassan C his
correct name is Md
Jaharul Hassan
Choudhury. Please
correct name in my
service records.
0090286897-2

Ihave changed my old
name Sumit Sunil
Kulkarni to my new
name Tobirama
Hashirama Senju vide
Affidavit number No.
2559/2021 dated 25-06-
2021. 0090286899-1

I,No.JC289151P,Rank - NB
SUB (OPR), Name - Yejare
Deelip Pandurang,
hereby declare that the
name of my daughter
has been changed from
Aaradhyato Aaradhya
Deelip Yejare as per
affidavit no.32244/21.

0090286892-2

My name has wrongly
recorded in my daughter
Aarya Bagde passport
as Amit Bagde but my
true & correct nameis
Amitabh Ravindra
Bagde. Aaddhar no
953954438609.

0090286891-1

HAV Suryakant
Jagannath Tamhankar
Ganeshnagar, Wagholi,
Tal-Haveli, Dist-Pune
412207, In Army Record
My Wife’s Name- Rajni &
DOB 14/10/1966 is
Wrongly written
Actually Correct Name
as per Aadharcard&
Pancard is Rajani
Suryakant Tamhankar &
DOB-01/06/1967, vide
Affidavit No-
272/2021,Date-
11/02/2021. 90286889-1

1, Vidya, wife of No.
JC289151P,Rank - NBSUB
(OPR),Name - Yejare
Deelip Pandurang,
hereby declare that my
name has been changed
from Vidyato Vidya
Deelip Yejare as per
affidavit no. 32243/21.

0090286892-1

MATRIMONIAL

| MARRIAGE BUREAU |

KERALITE Mumbai Nair
boys 34, PG,
Pooruruttathi, 7 Lac PA.,
37,BE, PG Thiruvathira,
10Lac pA, 30, Aswathy,
BE, MBA, Pune. Contact:
Smitha Matrimonial and
House Servant Agency.
9867770184.

0070743471-1

“IMIPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

AUNDH-

Suyog Enterprises,

C/0 Sandeep Book Stall,
Swajas Complex, Parihar
Chowk, Aundhgaon,
Pune-7.Mob. 9422011181.
Chordia
Communications,
Arshad Ajit Chordia.
17/18, Aundh Gaon, opp.
lane of Cosmos Bank,
Aundh, Pune-7.Tel:
25886118,9960111123.
Shraddha Ads,
Mrs.Ujwala Kotbagi, 'A’
wing, Vastu-sunder, Near
Kumar Classic, Pune-7.
Tel. 9371055799.

San Ads,

Anurag, Plot No. 10, near
Kobe Silzler Cave, Aundh-
411007. Tel: 25881302/3/4.
APPA BALWANT CHOWK -
M/s V. V. Medhi,

Varun Medhi, 153,
Budhwar Peth, Near
Jogeshwari Temple, Opp.
Ganraj Books, Above
DTDC Courier, 2nd floor,
Pune-2.Ph. No.
9028967505, 8793647505,
(020) 24492149.
BIBVEWADI -

Ad Services,

Amol Nalawade,
Sr.N0.659/28, Rajiv
GandhiNagar, Upper Last
Bus Stop, Bibvewadi,
Pune-17. Mobile
9420729914, 9021851460
Akash Advtg,
C.S.Sawar, 645/1,Shop
No.4,Rasakar Campus,
Bibawewadi Main Road,
Bibawewadi, Pune-37.
Tel: 9922221261.

Ganesh Advertising,

Mr. Vijay Deshmukh,
S.no0.672/2a/2b, Ganesh
Complex, Shop No.3,
Bibvewadi, Pune-37.
Ph.no. 24219660,

9822841930.

BAJIRAO ROAD -

Sri Ganesh Advertising,
R.Nirmala, R. Ravi, 'Remedy",
1929, Bajirao Road, Opp.
Telephone Bhavan, Pune-30. Ph.
No. 25232762,9922220985.
BANDGARDEN RD -

Apex Advtg,

Mapadan Firlosh, Office No 26-6-
7-8, Ashoka Mall, Opp. Sun &
Sand Hotel, Bandgarden Rd,
Pune.

Ph. No. 8975758860.
BHAWANIPETH -

Globe Enterprises,

Tanveer Rehman Shaikh, 718,
Bhawani Peth, Poona College
Road, Pune-1.

M. 9890073883.

BHOSARI -

Samvad Ads.,

Near Gawli uilding,

Pune Nashik Highway, Bhosari,
Pune 411039.

CHINCHWAD -

Impex Advertising,

Mr. Ashfaque A. Shaikh, C-25,
MIDC Comml. Building No.1, Nr
1.B.M.R. College, hinchwad,
Pune-411019. Ph. no. 27470282/
9822792583.

Mayureshwar Enterprise,
Latish Balkawade, Chaphekar
Chowk, Chinchwadgaon, Pune.
Ph.no.9422082164.

Raka Advertising,

Mrs. Vimal Bafna, Raka
Chambers, Bombay-Pune Road,
Chinchwad

Station, Pune-19. Ph. no.
27475055/ 27472250.

CAMP -

Ad India,

Office No. 102, 1st Floor, Sterling
Centre, Opp. Hotel Aurora
Towers, M.G. Road, Pune-1. Ph.
No. 26131993, 26135659, Mo:
9422083670.

Hindustan Advertising Agency,
Mr. Hiroo Surtani, 7, Gitanjali
Kunj,

Opp. Nehru Memorial Hall,
Ambedkar Road, Pune-1. Ph. No.
26138113,26133510, Fax:
26131487.

Meenat Advertising,

Pune
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CITY

No further
relaxations

for Pune, same
set of Covid
lockdown rules
stay in place

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 25

THERE WILL be no further
relaxations in lockdown norms
for a few days in Pune
district, the state government
said on Friday.

“The number of patients and
the positivity rate has reduced.
However, experts have predicted
an increase in patients in the
coming days. Thus, the adminis-
tration has decided to continue
with the existing lockdown
norms,” said state Home
Minister Dilip Walse-Patil after
reviewing the Covid-19 situation
in the district.

“There is a third wave of
coronavirus infections in other
countries. There is fear of
the same in our country, accord-
ing to experts. The administra-
tion is preparing to handle the
situation but local residents
should not move out unneces-
sarily... and many have been
found to be moving out,” said
Walse-Patil.

He said increasing crowd at
weddings was a cause of con-
cern and police have been
asked to strictly implement
rules of limited attendance at
such functions.

In accordance with earlier
orders, most activities in the
city have been allowed, but
Covid-appropriate behaviour
has to be followed and only
limited number of people are
allowed at events.

The PMC had reimposed the
weekend lockdown and no non-
essential activities or services are
allowed on weekends.

Meanwhile, Baramati MP
Supriya Sule said the Covid-19
review meeting for Pune dis-
trict was chaired by Walse-Patil
as Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, who usually
holds the review meeting, had
a scheduled meeting some-
where else.

Sule said everyone should
take the pandemic seriously
and everyone should behave
responsibly.

“We need not celebrate if
there is a decrease in the num-
ber of patients. It's a virus and it
is going to mutate. Everyone
needs to continue taking care of
themselves,” she said.

8 villages in
Baramati taluka
declared
containment
zones till July 7

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, JUNE 25

EIGHT VILLAGES in Pune dis-
trict's Baramati taluka have been
declared containment zones till
July 7 following a sharp rise in
Covid-19 cases in the last one
week. Only essential services
will be allowed in these villages
till then.

"The cases in these villages
have doubled in a week," said
Block Development Officer
Dadasaheb Kamble. "After 15
days, we will review the situa-
tion. If cases do not rise further,
we will lift the containment
measures,” he added.

"Though cases are coming
down in urban areas, there is an
increase in rural areas. We have
instructed officials to ensure that
the containment plan is strictly
adhered to by the residents,” said
Kamble.

Officials said since February
this year, Baramati had started
witnessing an increase in cases
of coronavirus infection.
"Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar had instructed officials to
implement stringent restrictions
allowing only hospitals and
medical stores to remain open...,"
they said.

The villages which have been
declared as containment zones
include Katewadi, where the
Pawar family lives, Sawal,

Pundare, Shirsuphal,
Manajinagar, Morgaon,
Malegaon  Budruk and

Undhwadi Kathepathar. Officials
said each of these villages has
more than 10 active cases. The
total population of these villages
is estimated to be around 7,000.
Kamble said Baramati taluka
has 118 villages. "Of these, at
least 24 villages currently have
no active Covid-19 cases.
However, we don't have a single
village where no case was found
in the last 15 months," he said.

Maharashtra crosses milestone
of 3 crore Covid vaccine doses

Over 42 lakh vaccinated in Pune district, 50 lakh in Mumbai

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE 25

MAHARASHTRAHAS become the
first state in the country toadmin-
ister 3 crore vaccine doses against
coronavirus. The state crossed this
milestone at 2 pm on Friday, said
Dr Pradip Vyas, additional chief
secretary (health).

As many as 4,176 sites across
the state conducted vaccinations
on Friday, of which 3,661 were in
government facilities while 515
were private ones, Dr Vyas told
The Indian Express. Vaccine doses
were given to 4.8 lakh beneficiar-
ies by the end of the day.

Till date, as many as
3,00,27,217 vaccine doses have
been administered, of which
2,42,37,793 are first doses of the
vaccine.

Across the state, a total of 1.6
crore beneficiaries above 45 have
got the first dose of Covid-19 vac-
cine while 37.69 lakh have got

PANDEMIC IN NUMBERS

17

Number of Covid-19 deaths

1,139

Number of fresh

reported in Pune on coronavirus cases reported

Friday. on Tuesday.

17,693 10,45545

The death toll so farin The total positive

district. cases so far in the district.
both doses. cine dose while 8.87 lakh have got

In the 18-44 age group, a total
of 45.85 lakh beneficiaries have
got the first vaccine
dose while 2.47 lakh have got both
doses. A total of 12.6 lakh benefi-
ciaries in the category of health-
care workers have got the first
dose while 8.25 lakh have got both
doses.

As many as 20.77 lakh front-
line workers have got the first vac-

both doses, according to state
Health department data.

Inanonline address on Friday,
state Health Minister Rajesh Tope
said it was essential to get vacci-
nated and appealed to local resi-
dents to get the jab.

“We have a capacity toadmin-
ister 10 lakh vaccine doses per
day...if the Centre gives us enough
doses, we can complete giving the

jab to another six crore people
within two months,” he said.

But even for those who have
been vaccinated, it was crucial to
maintain Covid-appropriate be-
haviour, said Tope.

“Thisisamustdespite the vac-
cination and it includes wearing
masks, maintaining social dis-
tance and hand hygiene,” he
urged.

Pune administers over
42 lakh doses, Mumbai
over 50 lakh

Pune district administration
has given over 42 lakh Covid vac-
cine doses while Mumbai has
crossed the milestone of 50 lakh
vaccine doses.On Friday, 1.39lakh
vaccine doses were administered
in Pune district.

According to state Health de-
partment data, as many as 18.87
lakh persons above 45 have
got the first vaccine dose
while4.97 lakh have been admin-
istered both vaccine doses in Pune.

LAST-MINUTE RUSH

Shoppers throng Laxmi Road ahead of the weekend lockdown, in Pune on Friday. Ashish Kale

In the age group of 18-44
years, Pune has been able to ad-
minister the first Covid vaccine
dose tomore than 10.32 lakh ben-
eficiaries while 25,179 have got
both doses.

There are 1.54lakh healthcare
workers who have got the first
vaccine dose while of these, 1.03
lakh have got both doses. Among
the frontline workers, 2.41 lakh
beneficiaries have got the first vac-
cine dose, of which 1.06 lakh have
got both vaccine doses.

After Mumbai and Pune,
Thane has administered the high-
est number of vaccine doses,
23.46 lakh, followed by Nagpur
(15.51lakh), Kolhapur(12.95 lakh)
and Nashik(12.61akh)inthe state.

"We have got 1.74 lakh
Covishield vaccine doses and
7,000 Covaxin doses and they
have been distributed to Pune
Rural, PMC and Pimpri-
Chinchwad accordingly," said Dr
Sanjay Deshmukh, assistant direc-
tor (Medical), Pune circle -- which
includes Pune, Satara and Solapur.

Some SPPU colleges
seek nod to wind up
professional courses

ALIFIYAKHAN
PUNE, JUNE 25

AS THE management council
meeting of Savitribai Phule Pune
University (SPPU) takes place on
Saturday, it will decide on the
fate of several colleges that have
sought permission from the uni-
versity to shut down courses or
even the entire institution.

Among those that have
sought permission to close down
are Dr D Y Patil College of
Engineering and Innovation,
Maval, which runs two courses
of BE (mechanical) and BE (civil),
Vikhe Patil Foundation’s Pravara
Centre for Management
Research and Development, off
Senapati Bapat Road, which has
an MBA course with an intake
capacity of 120 students, the
Bachelor of Architecture course
at Pravara Rural Education
Society’s College of Architecture,
Mohu, Vidya Pratisthan’s
Indapur College of Architecture
and the BE degree in electronics
and telecommunication at
Gopinath Munde Institute of
Engineering Education and
Research, Nashik.

Over the past few years, col-
leges and institutes offering pro-
fessional courses have been con-
sistently closing down across the

country, with Maharashtra hav-
ing a high number of closures as
well. The increasing number of
vacant seats in engineering, MBA
and architecture colleges due to
low demand from students has
led to this scenario.

Data from the state CET cell
shows nearly 45 per cent seats in
first-year engineering courses
have remained vacant, with over
95 per cent of vacancies in pri-
vate unaided engineering insti-
tutes. Last year, of 55,000 vacant
engineering seats, more than
54,000 were in private institutes.

Onanaverage, at least 50 en-
gineering colleges have been ap-
plying for closure every year,
which prompted even the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) to stop offer-
ing permission to new engineer-
ing colleges from 2020-21.

State CET cell figures show
that the sheen of MBA is wear-
ing off as well with one in every
three available MBA and MMS
seat finding no takers in aca-
demic year 2020-21.

Experts said an overall trend
of decreasing demand from stu-
dents for such courses besides
loss of family income or jobs due
to the pandemic might have led
to the situation where colleges
find no takers for courses and are
now unable to sustain them.

Auto-rickshaw driver, 4 others
arrested for robbing passenger

Pune: Five persons, including an
autorickshaw driver, have beenar-
rested for robbing a passenger.
Police said the passenger, Vijay
Gurav (29), came to Pune from
Kolhapur by bus and took anauto-
rickshaw from Maldhakka junc-
tion to go to his house in Wagholi
around 4 am on Wednesday.

The auto-rickshaw drive and

his accomplices allegedly took
Gurav to another place, They al-
legedly dragged him out of the
auto-rickshaw and robbed him of
cash, his mobile phone and tourist
bag, all worth over Rs 3,000, and
escaped from the spot. Gurav ap-
proached the police, who
launched a search for the accused
andnabbed fiveofthem.  ENS

s JT)G7d] aul argwell
|E i j:. School of Planmng and Architecture,
An Institute of National Importance,
Ministry of Education Gov. of India

Sy.No.4l4, ITI Road, Vijayawada-520008. Ph: 0866-2469-446,
447, 449, Fax: 0866 2469451, website: www.spav.ac.in

[amee, fswrarst

Vijayawada.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

No. 12/SPAV/H-M/2020-21

15.06.2021

Sealed tenders are invited for providing Mess/
Canteen services at SPA, Vijayawada. For further
details please visit website: www.spav.ac.in.

Registrar

J,'.p.:‘_ TELANGANA STATE INDUSTRIAL
| Taac | INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION LIMITED (TSIIC),
GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA UNDERTAKING
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
RFP No. 2, Dt: 26.06.2021
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Stock in 4 dams supplying water

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 25

THIS JUNE, four of the five major
dams providing drinking water
to Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad
have more water stock than they
had in the same period of 2020.

As of Friday, the collective
water stock in Khadakwasla,
Panshet, Varasgaon, Panshet
and Pavana dams stood at 10.81
TMC (thousand million cubic
feet). During the same period of
2020, the collective stock was
7.85 TMC.

Pune district has seen heavy
rainin June. Till June 23, the dis-
trict had recorded 240 mm of
rain, which was nearly 100 per
cent above normal for the mon-
soon onset month here.

"The catchment areas have
recorded steady and continuous
rainfall till last week. In addition,

to Pune higher than in June 2020

RESERVOIR STATUS IN PUNE
(INTMCAS OF JUNE 25

RESERVOIR | 2021 2020
Khadakwasla | 1.1 1.2
Panshet N 395 | N 219
Varasgaon I 2.66 I 1.75
Temghar Mo.53 H0.15

Pavana I 2.95 I 2.56

Source : Irrigation Department, Maharashtra

the dams had reserve stocks
whichis why the water stock this
year is higher," said an official in-
charge of the reservoir at the
Irrigation department.

The catchment areas of
Temghar and Pavana dams have
so far received above normal
rainfall for June.

The rainfall since June 1 at the
catchment areas in the district

range between 250mm and
530mm.

Currently, Khadakwasladam
holds 55 per cent of its capacity,
whereas stocks in Panshet and
Pavana were over 30 per cent of
the total capacity.

Varasgaon and Temghar
dams had over 20 per cent and
14 per cent of their stock, respec-
tively, as on Friday.

Cloud over vaccine approval: Students who
got Covaxin worry about overseas study plan

SAMRIDDHI SAKUNIA
PUNE, JUNE 25

NIKHIL PATIL (21), an engineer
from Gujarat’s Vadodara, felt re-
lieved when in May he managed
to book a vaccination slot after
trying for over a dozen times. A
few weeks earlier, Patil had se-
cured an admission in Canada’s
University of Windsor for a post-
graduate course inindustrial en-
gineering and wanted to ensure
that he was fully vaccinated
when he applies for visa.
However, Patil, like thou-
sands of other Indian students
going abroad for studies and vac-
cinated with Covaxin, is facing a
dilemma. Patil was administered
the first jab of Covaxin, the

Covid-19 vaccine developed by
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech, whichis still waiting for
an approval from the World
Health Organisation (WHO).

Last week, the latest bid by
Bharat Biotech’s US partner
Acugen to obtain an emergency
use authorisation was rejected
by the US Food and Drug
Administration.

The lack of approval from
WHO means that most countries
will treat those administered
with Covaxin as “non-vacci-
nated”. They will have to follow
the quarantine rules of the re-
spective country they are travel-
ling to, and may require to re-
ceive another vaccine, which is
approved in that country.

Akarsh Thodupunuri, a grad-

uate from Hyderabad, too
rushed to take the vaccine to
make sure that he is fully vacci-
nated before he travels to his col-
lege in Canada in August.

“Itook Covaxin as only it was
available at that time. Little did |
know that this decision would
jeopardise my career,” said
Thodupunuri.

While some students can af-
ford to bear the expenses of
quarantine facilities abroad,
some had to postpone their
plans to next year. The WHO and
the Centre are yet to offer a pos-
itive reply on the Covaxin issue.

Seafarers, who sail to differ-
ent countries, are facing similar
problems as well.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Hungal Sale Power Corporation Limeled

™ pspPeL

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-22185)

TENDER ENQUIRY No. 236/SS-1I(D) Dated: 25.06.2021
Dy. CE/Sub station Design/TS Organization, PSPCL, C-1, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply & Delivery of 1000 nos.
11KV VCB Panels (SCADA-Compatible). For detailed NIT & Tender Specification

please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 28.06.2021 (09.00 AM onwards).
NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

5547/Pb C-244/21

SOUTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER (L&E)

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Civic Centre (7th Floor),
Jawaharlal Nehru Marg, New Delhi-110002, Ph. No. 011-2322-5710

TENDER NOTICE

Bids are invited on behalf of Commissioner, SDMC through e-tender
notice no. SO/L&E/Tender-02/2021-22/SDMC/NIT/D-102 dated
25.06.2021 for allotment of License in respect of the Shops/
Properties/Public Premise of SDMC on License Fee basis for a period of
10 years which can be renewed for further period of five years subject to
satisfaction of SDMC. The e-tender document and criteria for online
participation & other necessary details will be available on municipal
website i.e www.mcdonline.nic.in and www.etenders.gov.in, on or
before 28.06.2021. Date of Pre-Bid Meeting is 07.07.2021 at 15:00
Hours, Last Date of Participation/Submission of online Bid is 19.07.2021
till 15:00 Hours.

RO No.: 24/DPI/S/2021-22

TSIIC invites proposals from eligible firms for undertaking the project “Setting up of Pressure
Swing Adsorption (PSA) based Oxygen Generating Plants along with establishment of
Medical Oxygen supply lines at public health facilities across the state of Telangana on
“Turnkey” basis and thereafter Operate & Manage the established facilities for three years”.
RFP document can be downloaded from the website: www.tsiic.telangana.gov.in
Proposals shall be submitted on or before 08.07.2021, 3.00 pm at following address:
The Chief Engineer, TSIIC, 5th floor, Parisrama Bhavan, Fateh Maidan Road, Basheerbagh,
Hyderabad, Telangana 500004: Phone No- 040-23237672

R.O. No. : 13224-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22
Date: 26.06.2021

Sd/-
Vice Chairman & Managing Director

P oy
O Ll
] =
- &0

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
NORTH EASTERN RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KEONJHAR
“e”Procurement Notice for Road Works under Periodical
Maintenance

Identification No. Road Online NCB No. 314
No. 2769/ Date: 24.06.2021

:  Periodical maintenance such as renewal coat

with SDBC of five years completed PMGSY
Roads in the District of Keonjhar.

0-390

1. Name of the work

2. No. of work 06 (Six) Nos.
3. Estimated Cost : As per Annexure in NIT.
4. Class of Contractor (Ellglble) As per Annexure in NIT.
5. Period of Completion : As per Annexure in NIT.
6. Other details :
Procurement Bid Availability of |Last Date & Date & Time of
Officer Identification |tender On-line for| Time of Opening of Tender
No. bidding seeking in O/O S.E.N.E.R.W.
Tender Circle, Keonjhar
From To |Clarification Technical | Financial
Bid Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Superintending | Road Online Dt. Dt. Dt. 15.07.21 Dt. Will be
Engineer, North| NCB No. 314 {02.07.21|16.07.21| upto 5.00 19.07.21 | intimated
Eastern Rural at11.00 | upto P.M. at 11.00 later
Works Circle, AM. 5.00 AM.
Keonjhar P.M.
@ Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd/- P.K. Misra

Superintending Engineer,
N.E.R.W. Circle, Keonjhar
OIPR-25048/11/0015/2122

ANDHRA PRADESH MEDIGAL SERVICES &
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

MFRSIDE, Pled Mo 3, Survey Mo A4, 1T Park. Mangalaghi. Guehs Dishiiel-52 0500
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! OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
e 4 (CIVIL), ODISHA
6.1, NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
File No.B-I-Home-Puri-71/2015 Lr. No.23602 Dt. 23rd June. 2021
Invitation for Bids
Bid Identification No. OSD (B) — 04 / 2021-22

1 |The OSD (Buildings) Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of Governor
of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover system in
ONLINE MODE only, for the work “Construction of Court Guest
House at Puri” amounting to Rs.16,90,00,000/- (Approximate) as
detailed below.

2 |Nature of work Building work

3 |No. of work : 101 No.

4 |Bid Cost. 1 1X10,000/-

5 |Class of Contractor : |Super Class

6 |Availability of Bid| : |From dt. 02.07.2021 to 17.00 Hours of
Documents in the| |dt.22.07.2021
website

7 |Date of Opening of Bid| : |Dt.23.07.2021 at 11:30 AM.

8 |The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website:
https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/ corrigendum /
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-
OSD (Buildings),
Odisha, Bhubaneswar
OIPR-34117/11/0019/2122
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PERSONAL ENGAGEMENT

JAMMU AND Kashmir L-G Manoj Sinha had a hectic day on
Thursday, juggling personal and professional responsibilities.
While the all-party meeting of political leaders from Jammuand
Kashmir called by Prime Minister Narendra Modi was under the
spotlight through the day, Sinha had anotherimportant engage-
ment - wedding of his son - later in the evening. The all-party
meeting scheduled early afternoon went on till the evening, just
in time for Sinha to rush to his Delhi residence and get ready as
the host of the wedding ceremony. True to his understated style,
the wedding was a close family affair with virtually no political
heavyweight - either from the Centre or Jammu and Kashmir or
even bureaucrats - inattendance. The wedding was held under
Covid protocols, with only family members in attendance.

the Congress

EMERGENCY POTSHOT

ON THE anniversary of the Emergency imposed by Indira
Gandhi in 1975, Prime Minister Narendra Modi took a shot at
on Twitter.
#DarkDaysOfDemocracy, the PM tweeted that the Emergency
period “witnessed a systematic destruction of institutions” and
added that it was how “Congress trampled over our democratic
ethos”. He said “we remember all those greats who resisted
the Emergency and protected Indian democracy” and asked
the people to “pledge to do everything possible to strengthen
India’s democratic spirit, and live up to the values enshrined in
our Constitution”. He also shared a link to a BJP post calling the
Emergency an “unbelievable phase in India's democracy”.

For A CAUSE

ALONG WITH doing its usual duties during the pandemic, the
Railway Protection Force has devised a plan to take care of the
so-called Covid orphans. The RPF has a special plan toreach out,
secure and rehabilitate children orphaned by Covid. It has not
only asked its own staff to look out for such children in nearby
areas, it is also sensitising passengers about it. One nodal RPF
personnel for each child is being made responsible from the
time the child is secured to the time of his or her rehabilitation.

Using the hashtag

Sisodia to visit Gujarat tomorrow

Ahmedabad: Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia will visit
Gujarat on June 27 ahead of the
2022 Assembly elections, the
Aam Aadmi Party state
spokesperson said on Friday.
Sisodia’s last trip to Gujarat
was cancelled due to hisill health.
AAP Gujarat also announced

Religious tourism
push: Chitrakoot,
Mirzapur to get
development
councils soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 25

CONTINUING WITH its policy of
promoting religious tourism in
the state, the Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet on Friday gave its nod for
the formation of Vindhya Dham
Development Council and
Chitrakoot Dham Development
Council. The decision was taken
at a cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

The Ma Vindhyavasini
Temple, Vindhyachal, located in
Mirzapur district, is a prominent
religious place for Hindus, while
Chitrakoot is another important
religious hub.

The councils will be headed
by the CM who will be the chair-
man, while Culture Affairs
Minister Neelkanth Tewari will
be the vice-chairman, a govern-
ment spokesperson said after
the meeting.

Astate spokesperson said the
Councils will work towards im-
proving religious tourism in the
regions and develop plans to
promote it, based on their cul-
tural and ecological legacy. “This
is being done with an intention
togenerate employmentand de-
velop the two places as world-
class destinations,” said the
spokesperson.

During the meeting, a pro-
posal was approved to give ex-
emption on stamp duty and reg-
istration fees to the joint venture
company — Noida International
Airport Limited - for leasing out
land for the Jewar airport project.

The Cabinet also approved an
allotment of 5,493 square metre
Nazul land to the Culture
Department for the develop-
ment of the Dr BR Ambedkar
Cultural Centre in Lucknow free

of cost.
N BN

a"Jan Samvedna Mulakaat" cam-
paign ahead of 2022 Gujarat as-
sembly elections to connect with
the families of those who lost
their loved ones during Covid-19.

The party intends to cover all
33 districts of the state from June
28 to September 15 as part of its
drive. ENS

NARADA SCAM

Top court annuls HC refusal to accept
replies by Mamata, Bengal minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
annulled the Calcutta High Court
order refusing to accept the affi-
davits filed by the West Bengal
government, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and state Law
Minister Moloy Ghatak in the
Narada scam case and directed
the High Court to consider the
plea afresh.

“We request the High Court
to first decide the aforesaid ap-
plications of the petitioners
herein, for taking the counter af-
fidavit/affidavits in response on
record, before proceeding to de-
cide the merits of the case,” a
bench comprising Justices
Vineet Saran and Dinesh
Maheshwari held.

“We may further add that to
avoid any prejudice to be caused
to any of the parties, the order

\

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee; Law Minister Moloy Ghatak

dated 09.06.2021 shall stand an-
nulled and the High Court shall
decide the matter de-novo. It
goes without saying that after
deciding the aforesaid applica-
tions of the petitioners, the High
Court shall decide the further
course of action and proceed
with the matter accordingly,” the
court said.

On May 17, the CBI had
moved the High Court seeking
recall of a special CBI judge’s or-

HOMEWARD BOUND

President Ram Nath Kovind Friday boards a special train for Kanpur from Safdarjung railway
station in New Delhi. He will visit his birthplace in Uttar Pradesh where he will interact with
his old acquaintances from school days and the early days of his social service. This is the first
time in 15 years that an incumbent President is travelling by train. The train made two stop-
overs, at Jhinjhak and Rura of Kanpur Dehat, before arriving at Kanpur Central station in the
evening. There, the President was received by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and Governor Anandiben Patel. P11

der granting bail to four TMC
leaders in the Narada case and
sought the transfer of the case
from the CBI court to the High
Courtitself.

In an order on June 9, the
High Court had refused to accept
the affidavits by Banerjee and
Ghatak since the arguments by
the state had concluded. The HC
had remarked that the state had
taken a “calculated risk” by
choosing not to put its stand on

record earlier and the court did
not allow the government tofile
the affidavit later.

However, the state and both
Banerjee and Ghatak argued that
filing the affidavit became nec-
essary because the CBI alleged
the presence of the CM and the
law minister as grounds for
transfer of the case and for nulli-
fying proceedings before the
special CBI judge.

As per the Supreme Court’s
Friday order, the HC will now
have to hear the plea de-novo, or
asifitis being argued for the first
time. If the affidavits are allowed
to be taken on record, then CBI
will get a fresh chance to refute
the stand.

Afresh application will have
to be moved before a five-judge
bench of the High Court headed
by acting Chief Justice Rajesh
Bindal, seeking permission to file
an application.

Justices

Saran and

Maheshwari asked if the Bengal
government had waived its right
of filing an affidavit since it only
brought up the applications on
June 7 and 9, although the hear-
ing began on May 17. However,
senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi,
who appeared for Banerjee and
Ghatak, argued that there is no
practice in the Calcutta High
Court requiring parties to file an
application seeking permission
to file an affidavit.

“CBIfiled its affidaviton 2nd of
June, without taking liberty and
introduced completely new facts,”
senior advocate Vikas Singh ar-
gued on behalf of West Bengal.

Appearing for the CBI,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
said that the agency will oppose
the plea seeking permission to
file the affidavit and in case the
HC allows the parties to file affi-
davits, then the agency would
seek an opportunity to argue
against them.

TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE
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“Then you suffer’: Kerala women’s panel
chief resigns after backlash on comments

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE25

KERALAWOMEN'S Commission
chairperson, M C Josephine, re-
signed from her post on Friday
after her remarks to a woman
complaining of domestic vio-
lence on a live TV show on
Wednesday created a furore
across the state.

Josephine isamember of the
CPI (M) central committee. She
had eight more months left to
complete a five-year termas the
women’s panel chief. Over the
past four years, Josephine has
courted controversy several
times with her remarks.

On Wednesday, Josephine
was participating in a live
phone-in programme on a
Malayalam TV channel. During
the show, a woman called- in

M CJosephine had made the
controversial remarks
during alive phone-in
programme on a Malayalam
TV channel

and told Josephine about alleged
harassment she was facing from
her husband and mother-in-law.
Josephine was heard asking the
woman “did you complain to the
police.” When the woman said
she had not disclosed the matter
to anyone so far, Josephine
replied, “ennal pinne anubhavi-

Conveyed pain to BJP top
brass: Karnataka minister

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
BENGALURU, JUNE 25

SIGNALLING THAT rumblings
within the ruling BJP in
Karnataka were still not over,
Tourism  Minister C P
Yogeeshwar, who is said to be
disgruntled and had allegedly
put forward the case for replac-
ing Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa, on Friday said he
has “written the exam” and was
waiting for the “results”.

The minister was referring to
his meeting with BJP’s national
general secretary in-charge Arun
Singh, who was on a three-day
visit to Karnataka recently, amid
speculation about leadership
change in the state.

“I don't want to speak about
politics, I have expressed my
pain inside four walls [to party
national general secretary]. We
have written the exam, let's wait
for the results, what's the ur-
gency,” Yogeeshwar said in re-
sponse to a question.

Speaking to reporters, he
said he has spoken about issues
related to party organisation and
things that need to happenin the
government to national leaders
and can't speak about them be-
fore the media. “I have said what
[ had to before the Delhi leaders
and am now waiting for the re-
sults,” he said.

Singh's visit to the state had
come amid growing disgruntle-
ment among a section of BJP
leaders and legislators.

Opposition leaders had
demanded Josephine’s
resignation

cholu (then, you suffer)”.

Her reaction created wide-
spread outrage across the state
at a time when Kerala has been
debating the alleged dowry ha-
rassment death of a 24-year-old
woman in Kollam early this
week. Opposition leaders de-
manded Josephine’s resignation
and the Congress announced an
open protest against her.

The CPI(M)alsodistanced it-
self from the senior leader. After
the meeting of the party state
secretariat, CPI (M) state secre-
tary A Vijayaraghavan told the
media that Josephine’s reaction
did not go down well with soci-
etyatlarge. “The secretariat dis-

cussed the issue and Josephine
expressed her willingness to re-
sign. She has apologized for re-
marks,” said Vijayaraghavan.

In another audio clip which
surfaced in the media on Friday,
Josephine was purportedly
heard admonishing a woman
complainant who said she was
the victim of an alleged marriage
fraud. “Idon’t have time to listen
to your old saga and you are to
be beaten,” a voice purported to
be Josephine is heard saying.

Josephine was appointed the
women’s commission chairper-
son during the last CPI (M)
regime.

In 2019 when then CPI (M)
legislator PK Sasi faced charges of
sexual misconduct, Josephine
had defended her party colleague
saying that the panel cannot take
acaseintheissue.She wentonto
say that CPI (M) has its own way
of dealing with such cases.

Covid test kit for Rs 50
launched by IIT-Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

MINISTER OF State for Education
Sanjay Dhotre Friday launched an
“affordable” and “accurate” Rapid
Antigen Test kit for Covid devel-
oped by IIT-Delhi. Priced at Rs 50,
the indigenously developed and
manufactured kit has been devel-
oped by IIT-D’s Centre for
Biomedical Engineering (CBME),
led by Professor Harpal Singh.
“[IT-Delhi disrupted the RT-
PCR market with aRs 399 probe-
free RT-PCR kit launched in July
2020. Over 8 million high qual-
ity PPE kits have been supplied
so far, using the technology de-
veloped at IIT Delhi,” IIT-D
Director VRamgopal Rao said in

aFacebook post.

At the launch Friday, Dhotre
congratulated the institute. “l am
confident that this technology will
revolutionise the Covid test avail-
ability in the country.Iam glad to
know that the kit has been devel-
oped entirely using the internal
resources at [IT Delhi,” he said.

He also complimented re-
searchers Harpal Singh and
Dinesh Kumar. “[IT Delhi has filed
apatentapplication for the devel-
oped technology and awarded li-
cence to two companies in the
country forits commercial rollout.
M/s Dia Sure Immunodiagnostic
LLP, is now entering the market
with this kit, fixing the cost at Rs
50 per test,” the institute said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

STATE NEW  ACTVE  WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES  CASES  POSITIVITY ~ VACCINATION
W Kerala 11,546 1,00,632 10.40% 1,30,32,265
M Maharashtra 9,604 1,20,715 412% 297,23,637
mTamil Nadu 5,755 47318 410% 1,39,88,481
mAndhra Pradesh 4,458 47,790 542% 1,43,51,320
W Karnataka 3310 1,07,218 2.74% 2,08,74,135
STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS
STATE TODAYS ~ TOTAL  WEEKLY  OVERALL
DEATHS ~ DEATHS  CFR CFR
H Maharashtra 518 1,23,521 4.55% 2.10%
M Tamil Nadu 150 32,051 0.94% 1.38%
M Kerala 118 12,748 0.85% 0.47%
mKarnataka 14 34,539 1.20% 1.26%
W Odisha 40 3,854 0.61% 0.45%

Note: Dataas on June 25; vaccination numbers as of June 24. Deaths include those from previous days.

Rahul spends
another day
meeting Punjab
leaders; no way
forward yet

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 25

AICCLEADER Rahul Gandhi con-
tinued his meetings with lead-
ers from the Punjab unit of the
party for the fourth day on
Friday. During the course of the
day, Rahul met leaders believed
to be close to CM Amarinder
Singh. There are no meetings
scheduled for Saturday, sources
said.

Those who met Rahul in-
cluded seasoned politician of the
state Congress like Local Bodies
Minister Brahm Mohindra, for-
mer minister Rana Gurjit Singh,
Health Minister Balbir Sidhu,
Education Minister Vijay
Inder Singla, MLAs Balwinder
Singh Laddi Sherowalia, Lakhbir
Singh Lakha, Sukhwinder Singh
Danny.

Rahul also
met political
secretary of
the  Chief
Minister Capt
Sandeep
Singh
Sandhu. Heis

Rahul met also general
leadersclose  secretary in-
toAmarinder charge of
PPCC.
Mandi

Board chairman Lal Singh and
Rajya Sabha MP Shamsher Sigh
Dullo were also among those
who met him.

The meetings went onftill late
in the evening.

Afew party leaders, who met
Rahul on Friday said the AICC
leader appeared to have already
made up his mind on sorting out
the crisis in Punjab Congress.

During Friday’s meetings, a
number of leaders are learnt
to have expressed their reserva-
tions against giving a leading
role to Sidhu in the party organi-
sation.

A senior leader is learnt to
have told Rahul that the way
Sidhu had spoken against his
own party government had sent
awrong signal.

According to sources, he also
raised the way Sidhu spoke
about the party using him as a
showpiece, adding that some-
one needs to ask Sidhu if the
Congress in Punjab was winning
for all these decades because
him.

“The issue that Sidhu’s
mother lost twice from Dakala,
an Assembly segment before the
reorganisation of segments, was
also raised,” a leader said.

In the works: web of oxygen
plants in districts of every state

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

WEEKS AFTER the second Covid-
19waveled toasurgeindemand
for medical oxygen, aninfrastruc-
ture of oxygen plants, deep inside
districts and remote locations, is
fast emerging across states.

The Centre is aiming at 1500
such plants by August-end, more
or less translating to two such
plants in every district of the
country, officials said.

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) was en-
trusted the task of building the
civil infrastructure (the rooms)
for the plants, and two other
agencies, the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)and
National Buildings Construction
Corporation (NBCC), too were
brought in for the works.

The money has been sanc-
tioned from the PM-CARES Fund
and there is scope for additional
sanction for laying pipelines from
the oxygen plants to hospitals

Equipping district hospitals
with their own oxygen-genera-
tion plants is integral to the
Empowered Group’s plan and
this will go along way in battling
any other wave of the pandemic
should that arrive. In the long-
term plan, every district has to
be equipped with hospitals get-
ting oxygen from their own
plants.

“All stakeholders have been
deployed to get the job done. We
expect it to be complete by
August-end. We have even spo-
ken to the Air Force for transport-
ing the plants to remote locations

PLANTS READY SO FAR

GUJARAT: 14 plants

ANDHRA PRADESH:
13 plants

HARYANA: 13 plants
BIHAR: 5 plants

MAHARASHTRA: 7 plants

WEST BENGAL: 3 plants
KERALA: 5 plants
RAJASTHAN: 7 plants
PUNJAB: 11 plants
TAMIL NADU: 9 plants

KARNATAKA: 2 plants

wherever needed,” Giridhar
Aramane, head of the
Empowered Group and
Secretary, Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, told
The Indian Express.

The NHAI has completed
works for setting up 125 Pressure
Swing Adsorption (PSA) oxygen
plants across the country.

Works are in progress at an-
other 121 sites. In 270 locations,
the process of identifying land
tooisin progress, according to of-
ficial data. According to NHAI,
Gujarat is leading with 14 works
for oxygen plants already com-
pleted, six under construction
and tentative identification of 18
other locations - it will eventu-
ally have 38 such plants.

Work has been completed at
13 locations each in Andhra
Pradesh and Haryana.

InBihar, work is in progress at
29 locations while it has been
completed at five sites. The state
has identified a few more loca-
tions. When complete, Bihar will
have a web of 36 such plants.

Maharashtra, among the

worst hit by the pandemic, is
likely to have 41 such plants.

So far, seven are ready, and
work is in progress at another
seven locations. The state gov-
ernment s finalising 27 other lo-
cations. Delhi does not have any
plans lined up for these plants.
Officials said being the Capital, its
hospitals already have oxygen
plants. The progress is fast, de-
pending on the swiftness with
which states provide land.

In West Bengal, for instance,
only three works have been com-
pleted so far and no other site has
been identified yet by the state
government.

Kerala, on the other hand, has
already got five plants while
works are being completed at
four more places. The state has
identified another five locations
where work will begin.

Rajasthan will have a total of
19 such plants, seven of which
stand completed. Punjab has al-
ready got works for 11 plants
completed.
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Dasarath Deka

Gogoi with his wife
and son on Friday.

ASSAM

NIA court gives
2-day parole to
Akhil Gogoi

Guwahati: An NIA court
Friday granted two-day
parole to Independent
Sivasagar MLA Akhil
Gogoi on humanitarian
grounds to visit his
mother and son. NIA
Special Judge Pranjal Das,
granted him parole for 48
hours which he can take
as per his convenience.
The court, however, al-
lowed Gogoi to visit only
his ailing mother in Jorhat
and his son, who has re-
cently recovered from
Covid-19, in Guwahati.
Gogoi’s lawyers had also
sought permission for
him to meet the people of
Sivasagar. The court,
however, forbade him
from doing this citing the
pandemic. PTI

UTTAR PRADESH
Wife castrates,
killsimam over
2nd wedding

Muzaffarnagar: An imam
in a village here was cas-
trated and beaten to
death by his wife for plan-
ning another marriage,
police said on Friday. The
incident took place in
Shikarpur village on
Thursday evening when
Hazra injured Maulvi
Vakil Ahmad, Imam at a
mosque in Bhora Khurd
Village. She told police
that her husband was
planning another mar-
riage and an argument
over the issue turned vi-
olent, leading to his death.
The victim’s body has
been sent for a post-
mortem examination. PTI

HARYANA
Twojawans
killed in freak
road accident

Chandigarh: Two Army
jawans of a Mahar regi-
ment battalion were
killed when their station-
ary taxi was hit from be-
hind by a trolley on NH-9
in Rohtak on Friday. The
car had five passengers
apart from the driver. The
five jawans were return-
ing to their unit in
Punjab’s Fazilka in a taxi
they had hired from New
Delhi. At the time of the
accident, their vehicle
was stationary due to a
flat tyre when a trolley hit
their vehicle from behind.
Another jawan was in-
jured in the mishap. The
trolley driver managed to
escape from the spot. ENS

MAHARASHTRA
Tugboat owner
faces culpable
homicide charge

Mumbai: A case of culpa-
ble homicide has been
registered in Mumbai
against the owner of the
Varaprada tugboat that
sank in the Arabian Sea
during last month's cy-
clone Tauktae, in which
11 persons were killed, an
official said on Friday.
Barge P305 and
Varaprada - both support
vessels working for the
state-run ONGC's off-
shore oilfields near
Mumbai had borne the
brunt of cyclone Tauktae,
which made landfall on
Gujarat coast on May 17.
Nobody has been ar-
rested in this connection
so farand the probe is un-
derway. PTI

LAKSHADWEEP

Sedition case:
HC grants bail
to filmmaker

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 25

KERALA HIGH Court on Friday
granted bail to filmmaker Aisha
Sultana, whois facing charges of
sedition over her remark that the
Central government had used a
“bio  weapon” against
Lakshadweep.

Sultana, who has become a
face of Lakshadweep’s protests
against a slew of draft proposals
mooted by Administrator Praful K
Patel for the “development” of the
islands, had alleged that Centre
had used Covid-19 as a “bio
weapon” against the people of the
archipelago.

Granting bail to Sultana, a
bench of Justice Ashok Menon
said prima facie, the offences al-
leged by the prosecution are not
attracted. “The ingredient for es-
tablishing the offence of sedition
under Section 124-AIPCisthedo-
ing of certain acts which would
bring the Government estab-
lished by law in India into hatred
or contemptetc. Inthis case, there
is not even a suggestion that the
applicant did anything as such
against the Government of India.”

Referring to the penal provi-
sion of [PC Section 153-A (promot-
ingenmity and doing acts prejudi-
cial to maintenance of harmony),
slapped against the filmmaker,
Justice Menon said that “it is

doubtful whether the penal provi-
sions of S.153-A would be at-
tracted in this case”.

The court said the petitioner
has opposed the newly intro-
duced reforms by the
Administrator and has sworn al-
legiance to the people of
Lakshadweep in their protest to
the reforms. “There is no apparent
indicationin her statement, which
amounts toimputations or asser-
tions prejudicial to the national in-
terest, nor does it propagate any
class of persons against another
group of persons.”

With regards to the sedition
charge, the court said, “Prima fa-
cie, the applicant did not have a
malicious motive to subvert the
government established by law by
merely using the strong word ‘bio
weapon’ to express her vehe-
mence in disapproval of the sub-
ject under discussion. Her inten-
tionis explicitly in criticism of the
modification of the SOP, intro-
duced by the Lakshadweep ad-
ministrator.”

Sultana had made the com-
ments during a debate on
Malayalam channel MediaOne TV
ontherecentreforms and change
of Covid-19 SOPs. She said, “I can
clearly say that the Centre has
used bio-weaponintheisland...”

She later clarified that what
she intended to say was that the
Centre was using administrator
Patel as a “bio weapon” on the
islands.

ISRO CONSPIRACY CASE

Interim bail for Kerala
ex-DGP Siby Mathews

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 25

RETIRED DGP Siby Mathews, who
isarraigned as the fourth accused
in the CBI case pertaining to con-
spiracy behind the ISRO spy case,
onFriday gotinterim bail from the
district sessions court here.
When the spy case emerged
in 1994, Mathews, then a DIG,
had led the probe initiated by
Kerala police and had arrested
former ISRO scientist Nambi

Held for posts
on CM, TN man
booked under
Goonda Act

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JUNE 25

CHENNAI POLICE on Friday in-
voked the Goonda Act against so-
cial media commentator Kishore
K Swamy, who was arrested from
his residence on June 14 for al-
legedly defamatory posts against
Chief Minister M K Stalin and the
veteran DMK leaders, late CN
Annadurai and M Karunanidhi.

Swamy, who is a vocal sup-
porter of BJP-RSS camps and the
previous AIADMK government,
was sent to judicial custody till
June 28 shortly after his arrest,
where he was arrested again in
two more complaints of harass-
ment. On Friday, the Chennai city
police commissionerate invoked
the Goonda Act against him on
recommendations from the
Central Crime Branch.

Police said there were several
complaints of harassment against
Swamy. He has been arrested
twice earlier - in October 2019 on
charges of abusive posts on
women journalists, and in July
2020, for similar charges of ha-
rassing women. He was released
on bail in both cases.

Besides individual complaints
against Swamy's posts targeting
women, a petition filed by Tamil
Nadu Women Journalists Forum
before the then Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami in 2020
said Swamy had been targeting
women journalists on Twitter.

"He was already booked un-
der Sections 153, 505(1)(b) and
505(1)(c) and was remanded in
judicial custody till June 28," said
an officer. After his arrest on June
14, BJP state vice president, K
Annamalai, had tweeted in
Swamy's support saying the arrest
was a move to suppress freedom
of speech and expression.

Narayanan.

Inarelated development, the
High Court on Friday extended
the interim bail granted to P S
Jayaprakash, the 11th accused in
the case. He was a deputy cen-
tral intelligence officer. The court
posted the petition for further
hearing to July 2.

Last month, the CBI's Delhi
unit had registered the FIR
against 18 people, all of themre-
tired from Kerala police or the
Intelligence Bureau, on charges
of framing Nambi Narayanan in
the spy case.

ENHANCED PINAKA ROCKETS TEST FIRED

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully test fired the extended range version of
indigenously developed Pinaka rocket from a multi-barrel rocket launcher (MBRL). The system has been developed by two
Pune-based DRDO facilities. The tests were conducted on Thursday and Friday at the Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur,
off the coast of Odisha, in which 25 enhanced Pinaka rockets were launched in quick succession against targets at different
ranges. DRDO said that all the mission objectives were met during the launches. The enhanced range version of the Pinaka
rocket system can destroy targets at distances up to 45 km.

Courtesy DRDO

LAC STANDOFF

India, China agree to soon hold
military talks for early resolution

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

INDIA AND China Friday agreed
on the need to find an early res-
olution to the “remaining issues”
along the Line of Actual Control
in Eastern Ladakh.

At the 22nd meeting of the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC), held virtually, the two
sides agreed to hold the next
(12th) round of the Senior
Commanders meeting at an
early date to achieve the objec-
tive of complete disengagement
from all the friction points along
the LAC.

The last WMCC meeting took
place on March 12.

A statement by the Ministry
of External Affairs said on Friday
that the two sides had a “frank

exchange” of views on the situa-
tion along the LAC in the
Western Sector of the India-
China border areas.

“Both sides agreed on the
need to find an early resolution
to the remaining issues along the
LAC in Eastern Ladakh keeping
in view the agreement reached
between the two Foreign
Ministers in September 2020.

“In this regard, the two sides
agreed to maintain dialogue and
communication through the
diplomatic and military mecha-
nisms to reach a mutually ac-
ceptable solution for complete
disengagement from all friction
points so as to ensure full
restoration of peace and tran-
quility to enable progress in the
bilateral relations. They also
agreed that in the interim, the
two sides will continue to ensure
stability on the ground and pre-
vent any untoward incident,” the

In UP, bank guard shoots at
customer after row over mask

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 25

A BANK guard was arrested
for allegedly shooting at a
28-year-old customer follow-
ing a row over the man
not wearing a face mask in
Bareilly district on Friday, said
police.

However, guard Keshav said
he had accidentally opened fire
on Rajesh Kumar during the
brawl inside the bank premises,
they added.

Police said the condition of
Rajesh, who had been admitted
to hospital, was stable.

Bareilly SSP Rohit Singh
Sajwan said Keshav had been
arrested and will be sent to ju-
dicial custody.

“Following a complaint, we
have lodged a case under IPC

The guard, identified as
Keshav, said he
accidentally opened fire
during a brawl inside
the bank premises. He
hasbeen arrested.

section 307 (attempt to mur-
der) against the guard,” said
Sajwan.

Circle Officer (City-I)
Yatendra Singh Nagar said, “The
customer was shot at on the left
thigh, just above the knee. He is
fine now.”

Speaking to local reporters,
Rajesh’s wife Priyanka Rathore
alleged that her husband got
into an argument with the
security guard over not wear-
ing a mask inside the bank

premises.

“Rajesh was not wearing a
mask, so the guard said he will
not be allowed to enter the
bank. He then got a mask, but
still the guard did not allow him
saying it was lunch time. He
pushed him and shot at him,”
said Priyanka.

Meanwhile, in a video,
which was widely shared on
social media, purportedly
showed Keshav saying that he
had accidentally shot at the
customer.

Keshav was purportedly
seen saying in the video:
“He (Rajesh) came and started
fighting with me. He tore
my shirt buttons too. By
mistake, the trigger went off
as my gun was loaded...
He abused me too and said he
will teach me a lesson outside
the bank.”

statement said.

The Indian delegation was
led by the Additional Secretary
(East Asia) from the Ministry of
External Affairs. The Director-
General of the Boundary &
Oceanic Department of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs led the Chinese delega-
tion.

India had Thursday blamed
China’s actions of amassing a
large number of troops close to
the border and attempts to uni-
laterally alter the status quo
along the LAC last year for the
continuing military standoff in
eastern Ladakh, and asserted
that these acts were in violation
of bilateral agreements.

India’s comments on the bor-
der row had come a day after
China said its military deploy-
ment in the region is a normal
defence arrangement aimed at
“preventing and responding” to

Payal Rohatgi
held for ‘abusing’
society chairman

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 26

POLICE ARRESTED Bollywood ac-
tor Payal Rohatgi in Ahmedabad
Friday after she was booked inan
FIR for allegedly using derogatory
language against her residential
society’s chairman and others.
An FIR was registered as per
the complaint of chairman of
Sundarvan Epitome Society, Dr
ParagShah. “..0OnJune 20, we had
an annual general meeting in
which Rohatgi appeared without
invitation to which we objected...
Tothis, Rohatgireplied inaninde-
cent language and threatened to
kill me. She then started record-
ing video on her mobile phone to
threaten the society members
and after they objected, she
started abusing themas well,” said
Shah in his police complaint.

Environment Ministry to deploy LiDAR survey
reports for boosting groundwater in forest areas

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 18

UNION ENVIRONMENT Minister
Prakash Javadekar Friday released
LiDAR-based reports mapping out
the water requirement within for-
estareasin 10 states. These reports
will be used to augment ground-
water in forest areas so that ani-
mals don’t venture out in search
of water, Javadekar said.

The LIDAR (light detectionand
ranging) technology was used to
create 3-D images of the project
areas torecommend soil and wa-
ter conservation structures. The
surveys were carried out at forest
areas in Assam, Bihar, Chhatisgarh,

Javadekar releases the survey reports on Friday. P11

Goa,Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Nagaland,
and Tripura.

Javadekar said that the project,

awarded to WAPCOS, aPSU under
theJal Shakti Ministry, is “a first of
its kind and a unique experiment
using LiDAR technology which

will help augment water and fod-
der in jungles areas thereby re-
ducing human-animal conflict”.

“The survey will help us in
identifying areas which need
groundwater recharge which will
in turn help local communities.
We have partnered with 26 states
to pilot this project,” the minister
said. Four more states will submit
their surveys by July 15th, while
the rest will submit their reports
by September, said Environment
Ministry officials.

The soil and water conserva-
tion structures will help in catch-
ing rainwater and prevent stream
run-off, which will help in
recharging groundwater, said the
officials.

“encroachment and threat” on
Chinese territory by “relevant
country”.

“It is well recognised that it
has been the Chinese actions
over the last year, including
amassing of a large number of
troops close to border areas in
the western sector and trying to
unilaterally alter the status quo
along the LAC, which have seri-
ously disturbed peace and tran-
quillity in the border areas,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
had said at a media briefing.

“These acts are in violation of
our bilateral agreements, includ-
ing the 1993 and 1996 agree-
ments that mandate that the
two sides shall strictly respect
and observe the Line of Actual
Control and that two sides will
keep their military forces in the
areas along the LAC to a mini-
mum level,” Bagchi said.

Pakistan
continues to

be on FATF
‘Grey List’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE FINANCIAL Action Task
Force (FATF) has refused to take
Pakistan out of the 'Grey List' yet
again. On Friday, it said Pakistan
had failed to take appropriate ac-
tion against UN-designated ter-
rorists such as 26/11 accused
Hafiz Saeed and JeM chief
Masood Azhar.

Although the global anti-
money laundering and terror fi-
nancing body has acknowledged
some progress made by
Pakistan, it said the country
should continue to work to ad-
dress its strategically-important
deficiencies.

FATF president Marcus Pleyer
said the decision was taken at
the conclusion of the virtual ple-
nary of the Paris-based organi-
sation. Pakistan continues to re-
main on “increased monitoring
list”, Pleyer said at a virtual press
conference. “Increased monitor-
ing list” is the another name for
the Grey List.

Pleyer said Pakistan has now
completed 26 of the 27 action
items given to it in 2018. The
FATF has asked Pakistan to take
action against UN designated
terrorists, he said.

The UN designated terrorists
based in Pakistan include Jaish-
e-Mohammed chief Azhar,
Lashker-e-Taiba founder Saeed
and its “operational com-
mander” Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi.
All three are most wanted terror-
istsin India for their involvement
in numerous terrorist acts.

On June 4, in a follow-up re-
port published on Pakistan, the
FATF had said, “Overall, Pakistan
has made notable progress in ad-
dressing the technical compli-
ance deficiencies identified inits
MER and has beenre-rated on 22
Recommendations.”

Pleyer said the Pakistan gov-
ernment has failed to check risk
of money laundering, leading to
corruption and terror financing.

“The FATFencourages Pakistan
to continue to make progress to
addressas soonas possible the one
remaining Combating the
Financing of Terrorism-related
item by demonstrating that Terror
Financing investigations and pros-
ecutions target senior leaders and
commanders of UN designated
terrorist groups," an FATF state-
ment said.

UP cops to act against
‘missing’ boy’s uncle
for filing fake case
under conversion law

Dalit boy traced to his aunt’s house in
Punjab, denies he converted to Islam

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JUNE 25

THE BULANDSHAHR police have
decided to take action against a
Dalit man for filing a false case
under Uttar Pradesh’s anti-con-
version law.

Police said that the 46-year-
old had got an FIR registered on
Thursday alleging that his minor
nephew, who had gone missing
for the second time in a month,
was converted to Islam by a
group of “unidentified people”.

During their investigation,
however, the police traced the
boy to his aunt’s house in
Jalandhar, Punjab. The boy, who
was staying with his uncle after
his parents died seven years ago,
denied that he had converted to
Islam and told police that he fled
from his uncle's home as he
used to regularly harass and
beat him.

“We traced the boy to his rel-
ative's house in Jalandhar in
Punjab. In his statement to the
police, he denied having con-
verted to Islam and said that he
had left home after his uncle
thrashed him. He also accused
his uncle of harassing him to take
his share of the parental prop-
erty of eight bighas land,” said
SSP (Bulandshahr) Santosh
Kumar Singh.

On Friday, police got the boy's
statement recorded before a
magistrate. Police said that dur-
ing medical examination, doc-

tors ascertained the boy's age
around 18 years.

“Action will be taken against
the boy's uncle as he has been
found involved in circulating
false story of conversion," said
the SSP.

This is the second time in a
month when the allegation of
the Dalit boy's conversion to
Islam circulated on social media.

According to police, the boy
had fled from his house amonth
ago, leading to rumours of him
converting to Islam.

“Police had then found the
boy. After the boy denied the al-
legation of conversion, he was
handed over to Child Welfare
Committee (CWC). The boy later
returned to his uncle’s house,”
said Circle Officer (Bulandshahr)
Sangram Singh.

The officer said that two days
ago, the boy went missing again
and his uncle got an FIR regis-
tered on Thursday against
unidentified people accusing
them of converting his nephew
toIslam. A photo of him wearing
‘pyjama-kurta’ also went viral on
social media.

“During questioning, the boy
told us that his uncle circulated
the false story of his conversion
with the help of his associates,”
said a police officer.

When asked about his photo
wearing pyjama-kurta, the SSP
said, “The boy told us he used to
wear such kind of clothes since
childhood and so far no one ob-
jectedtoit.”
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THERE ARE THINGS YOU BREAK THAT CAN'T BE PUT
BACK TOGETHER AGAIN. AND KASHMIR MAY
BE ONE OF THEM. — SALMAN RUSHDIE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BUILD ON BEGINNING

Centre and J&K leaders, Centre more than J&K leaders, must
ensure Thursday’s meeting leads to structured engagement

HEFIRSTJAMMU & Kashmir all-party meeting called by Prime Minister Narendra

Modiin his seven years in office, his first engagement with leaders of mainstream

Kashmir parties since the revoking of special status of J&K in August 2019, marks

animportantand welcome political moment. The meeting ended without “out-
comes”, expectedly so. Buta way forward can be carved out from here. From the statements
and tweets of the participants, it seems the Modi government has a plan: Delimitation, as-
sembly election, restoration of statehood. Though the timeline is still not clear, Prime Minister
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have indicated that delimitation is a priority. The J&K lead-
ersappear to be in general agreement with the broad contours, though some might want the
ordering to be different — statehood or elections first, delimitation last. There is also a sense
that participation in the exercise is in their own interest. The regional leadership seems to
have come to terms with the reality that restoration of the special status of J&K cannot be ne-
gotiated with a government that had made revocation of Article 370 a key ideological proj-
ect.If at all there is a reversal, it will come through the courts.

That the J&K leaders decided to attend this meeting despite their public humiliation
over the last two years — of the 14 present in the room, at least six, including three for-
mer chief ministers, were detained for extended periods — is a measure of their invest-
ment in, and commitment to, the political mainstream. An acknowledgement of this by
the host may have been statesmanly. It was not forthcoming on Thursday. But the gov-
ernment must at least make clear that this was not a one-off event to grab a headline or
photo-opportunity, that it is listening now to those it had earlier derided and sought to
sideline in “Naya Kashmir”. It must commit to a structured process of continuous en-
gagement. After August 2019, there is a terrible trust deficit vis a vis the intentions of the
Centre. Those whose co-operation Prime Minister Modi now seeks have taken an enor-
mous political — and security — risk, both in Delhi and in Kashmir, and it is his govern-
ment’s responsibility to walk the extra mile, especially as it still holds all the cards.

There are some overarching takeaways from Thursday’s meeting. One, the Kashmir
problem needs a political solution, not administrative quick fixes entrusted to an unac-
countable bureaucracy. Two, new leaders cannot be created overnight, there is no going
back to a clean slate in politics. Three, there is a huge difference between political rheto-
ric and political reality. It is too early to say how Delhi’s latest political outreach to J&K
will play out. Both sides, the Centre and Kashmir’s mainstream leadership, have travelled
far from August 5, 2019, but there is a long distance still to be covered. Thursday's meet-
ing was the right and necessary step to take, but the state has seen too many fresh starts
lead nowhere. The Centre and Kashmir’s leaders, the Centre more than Kashmir’s lead-
ers, must build on this beginning.

SHOT WITH CAUTION

Vaccination is necessary, but must not be forced. State must use
its power to include, not use strong arm as blunt instrument

ITH THE SECOND wave of the pandemic abating, states have either re-
laxed the nearly-two-month long lockdown or are framing guide-
lines to ease the restrictions. The safety imperative has led some au-
thorities to make vaccination a prerequisite for the resumption of
business operations. On Thursday, for instance, the Gujarat government issued an ultima-
tum to “managers, owners and staff of business establishments” to either get vaccinated
or pull down the shutters. Mandatory vaccination policies are also in place in some parts
of UP and the Northeast. Rules such as these — implemented in other parts of the world
as well — do militate against the earlier consensus on the primacy of personal choice in
aninoculation project. But the pandemic — in which no one is safe till everyone is safe —
is making experts look at ethical questions from a different perspective. It's arguably a
difficult terrain, particularly given the unanimity on the perils of excessive state power.

In April, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) held that “mandatory vaccina-
tion interferes with a person’s right to integrity”. Nevertheless, it argued, “such interfer-
ence may be justified if considered necessary to control the spread of infectious diseases”.
On Thursday, the Meghalaya High Court evoked a different principle to rule against such
vaccinations. “Vaccination by force or being made mandatory ... vitiates the fundamen-
tal purpose of the welfare attached to it,” it said. Both verdicts speak the language of per-
suasion and reiterate the importance of accessible information and informed consent.
While the ECHR talks of incentives to marginalised groups, the Meghalaya court has asked
all shops, business houses, and commercial vehicles to put on display the Covid-19 vac-
cination status of their employees at a “conspicuous” place.

Very often, vaccine hesitancy is a manifestation of the people’s lack of trust in the
health system. Ensuring ease of access to the shots is one of the proven ways to overcome
this challenge. During the early days of the second wave, industry and business associa-
tions had suggested their willingness to inoculate workers at the level of the shop floor.
Now that the shortage of vaccines has been overcome to an extent, there is a case to take
up this suggestion. Governments may still need to resort to disincentives. But the state’s
main concern should be inclusiveness, not using its strong arm as a blunt instrument.

BREAKING BAD

Silicon Valley pioneer John McAfee was also a presidential
hopeful and outlaw

OHN MCAFEE WAS not pleased when a Hollywood project about his life was an-

nounced with Michael Keatonin the title role. His own choice, he said in an interview

some years ago, was Bryan Cranston, who played chemistry teacher-turned-drug lord

Walter White on the acclaimed TV show Breaking Bad. It's clear why the former soft-
ware mogul thought Cranston would do justice to the role — like White, McAfee’s is a story
of astonishing twists and turns. Except that Walter White was a fictional creation, while
McAfee, who died at 75 this week, only seemed like he belonged in fiction.

Bornin the UK and brought up in the USA, McAfee survived an abusive childhood and
the suicide of his father to pursue a promising academic career, which was cut short when
his PhD in mathematics was terminated due to allegations of sexual misconduct. Drug ad-
diction and alcoholism followed, even as McAfee turned his considerable skills to program-
ming. In 1987, he created his eponymous antivirus software and helped launch the multi-
billion dollar antivirus industry.

After selling his firm in 1994 and losing much of his fortune in 2008'’s financial crash,
McAfee moved to Belize. Here, his property was raided on suspicion of manufacturing
drugs and he gained notoriety for his alleged relationships with underage girls. He fled on
becoming a “person of interest” in a neighbour’s murder in 2012 and returned to the US
in 2015, where he began promoting cryptocurrencies and tried to run for presidentin 2016.
By 2019, McAfee was once again on the lam, pursued by US authorities for tax evasion. He
was eventually caught in Spain in 2020 and was set to be extradited to the US, when he died
in a Barcelona prison. If the last decades of McAfee’s life showed how far the mighty can
fall, its abrupt end only leaves troubling questions about the nature of their legacies.

&K Round One: Delhi

Valley leadership should go into a huddle and ponder
some questions, rather than seek answers from Centre

HASEEB A DRABU

EVEN THOUGH CONVENING the J&K All
Party Meet (APM) was a climbdown for the
BJP and a compulsion of the Union govern-
ment, it was conducted and concluded ex-
actly the way they wanted it. It is a lesson in
realpolitik of how a tactical move — meeting
leaders including former chief ministers and
deputy chief ministers and prospective chief
ministers — has been converted into a strate-
gic initiative which will resonate much be-
yond the boundaries of the Union Territory
and indeed in the country. Round one: PM
Modi and HM Shah.

The Valley-based political leadership
seemed to have come with more expecta-
tions from the media than from the meeting.
Perhaps rightly so. This is evident from the
noise that they made outside of the meeting
hall which was not even heard inside, if it was
whispered in there, that is.

In doing so, what could have been an oc-
casion, if not an opportunity, to start the
process of setting a relevant agenda for
Kashmir was converted into an excuse to live
in the past. In the absence of a proactive and
collective political strategy what was put on
display was a totally reactive and deeply frag-
mented political thinking. The end result be-
ing that having come down from the pre-
1953 position to the pre-2019 position, they
found themselves pleading for administra-
tive and police cadre restoration.

The mainstream leadership of the Valley
misread the APM as a goodwill gesture and
treated it as an event. It was a statement un-
derlying which were some honest admis-
sions — President’s Rule, which cannot be a
long-term solution, is not even a short-term
option in Kashmir now. For the better part of
two years, the central leadership is fully
aware that the delivery on the ground has
not been any better than in the past, result-
ing in changing horses mid-course.

Even though the word on the streets of
Srinagar is that pandemic management has
been better than most elected governments

The mainstream leadership
of the Valley misread the
APM as a goodwill gesture
and treated it as an event. It
was a statement underlying
which were some honest
admissions — President’s
Rule, which cannot be a long-
term solution, is not even a
short-term option in
Kashmir now. For the better
part of two years, the central
leadership is fully aware that
the delivery on the ground
has not been any better than
in the past, resulting in
changing horses mid-course.

in other parts of the country, a peaceful and
developmental environment in the Valley
has yet not been enabled. It is not only very
fragile, it is also very taut. This despite the
skill and strength with which the aftermath
of abrogation was handled.

More importantly, regional parties with
all their ideological and political warts are
not dispensable. The new political outfits
have not made any serious dent, let alone
changed the narrative, which is what was ex-
pected of them. The fact is that the BJP, a party
which has decisively changed the narrative
on Kashmir in the rest of the country, has not
been able to change the narrative about Delhi
in Kashmir. This big admission is the subtext
of the PM’s evocative phrase, as both the
“dooris”, dil ki aur Dilli ki, have indeed grown,
not just in the Valley but also in Jammu and
among the Kashmiri Pandits.

Seen thus, the Valley’s political class
should have used the meeting to identify the
common areas of concern and agreement
rather than delve on differences between the
two sides which are all too well known to
bear repetition in such a forum. At the end of
the day, the Centre has got a tacit buy-in on
the delimitation exercise from the political
class of the Valley. In being co-opted, they
have chosen to risk their political survival for
electoral salvation in the face of new kids on
the block who have the potential to queer
their political pitch.

Given that in the Valley the news of the
APM and its deliberations was greeted witha
big yawn, the Valley leadership, bruised if not
battered, would do well to go into a huddle
and move from shrillness to substance by pon-
dering over a few questions rather than seek
answers and assurances from the Centre.

Why should any way forward have to be
located in the past? Why should a solution
for the present and the future always have to
be status quo ante? It seems to have been for-
gotten that every political accord, agreement
or settlement, be itin 1952 or 1975, hasbeen,

with the benefit of hindsight, seen as a com-
promise, if not a sell-out. Also, all these have
been the outcomes of a certain political con-
text,and of a set of international and domes-
tic compulsions at that point of time, none
of which are relevant at present.For instance,
had the pre-1953 arrangement been a work-
able political model, it would not have col-
lapsed under the weight of its own contra-
dictions within 18 months of it being agreed
upon. The chinks in the arrangement were
revealed on May 14, 1954 when the firstand
most debilitating Constitutional Application
Order was issued. The creativity of the con-
stitutionalists has always been underesti-
mated by politicians.

At inception, the legislative relationship
was designed to prevent Indian laws from
directly applying to J&K. Yet, over the last 70
years, even before the abrogation, all laws
had been extended. And post 2019, all these
have been now repealed and homogenised.
Inview of this erosion and subsequent abro-
gation, isit better to seek a repeal, which has
been sought for the better part of 70 years
now, with no avail? Or is it more meaning-
ful to propose a framework of democratic ac-
commodation of local aspirations, as distinct
from electoral appeasement of land and job
reservation, which will give Kashmiris a
chance tolive as citizens and not feel like sub-
jects? In evolving this, the emerging global
reality and the extant domestic ideological
consensus has not only to be comprehended
but contended with.

If this is not done, it will not be long before
the Valley-based political parties will be
forced to repeat what the godfather of main-
stream politics in Kashmir, Sheikh Abdullah,
said about the period of 1953 to 1975 —
“siyasi awaragardi” (political vagabondry).
That is history. Let that not be repeated.

The writer is a former finance minister of
Jammu & Kashmir and was
formerly with the PDP
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- GREAT KERALA INEQUALITY

Dowry deaths reveal unaddressed gender question in the state

NEETHA N

THE RECENT SERIES of alleged suicides by
young women, due to dowry-related vio-
lence, and the intensity of violence each had
to encounter reveal cracks in the social and
economic fabric of Kerala. The state govern-
ment has finally taken note of the growing
dowry deaths, following the recent unfortu-
nate suicide of a 24-year-old BAMS
(Ayurveda) student. Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has announced a round-the-clock
police helpline for women to report dowry
harassment, domestic violence and other
gender crimes. The government has prom-
ised to strengthen domestic conflict resolu-
tion centres in all districts. One cannot resist
asking, however, whether such measures can
address the increasing trend of violence
against women.

Kerala’s development experience is
marked by very high social and human de-
velopment indicators, with the state listed
first among others, even in the most recent
NITI Aayog's ranking of states. Female liter-
acyrate in Kerala is among the highest, more
than 95 per cent, and the state has a better
sex ratio compared to most states.
Kudumbashree, the women'’s collective, has
gained international attention and is widely
accepted as a model of women’s empower-
ment. The critical contribution of women as
frontline soldiers during the pandemic, be it
ASHA, anganwadi workers/helpers, commu-
nity-level volunteers, nurses and doctors
headed by awoman health minister, has also
been noted.

But crimes against women are increas-
ing in the state, as per the latest NCRB data.

‘Women may not face much
discrimination as children,
but the process of preparing
them to graduate to the role
of a wife begins early. A girl’s
higher education is usually
dependent on marriage
prospects. The withdrawal
over time from the economic
sphere completely or
partially — as is clear from
the poor work participation
rates of women (20 per cent
as per 2018-19 PLFS) —is
also one reason for increased
dowry demands.

Though dowry deaths are small in number
—six cases in both 2019 and 2020 — cases of
cruelty by husbands or relatives, which could
be seen as a proxy for dowry-related vio-
lence, are substantial (2,715 casesin 2020 as
per provisional figures), second only to mo-
lestation.

Kerala’s development achievements are
largely attributed to progressive social and
political movements. But none of them took
the gender question seriously, though poor
women were central to many of these strug-
gles. While basic socio-economic problems
of class and caste were addressed, gender-
based exploitation remained unaddressed.

With the flow of remittance-income and
the expansion of the middle class, controls
on girls and women were redefined. Though
girls are allowed to pursue their education,
marriage prospects are given priority over
economic independence. The increased de-
mand for teachers in the “marriage market”
and the restrictions on women'’s economic
choices or their withdrawal from education
or employment after marriage are all indi-
cations of a gendered social fabric. The aver-
age Keralite has no shame in declaring how
much a man has been able to wrangle from
the wife’s family in a marriage. Girls’ fami-
lies also take pride in their ability to get their
daughter “married off” to a man, whose so-
cial and economic status meets up to their
expectations, even if it leads them into a debt
trap. Expenditure on weddings has increased
over time, with gold being an important part
of the exchange.

Women may not face much discrimina-

tion as children, but the process of preparing
them to graduate to the role of a wife begins
early. A girl’s higher education is usually de-
pendent on marriage prospects. The with-
drawal over time from the economic sphere
completely or partially — as is clear from the
poor work participation rates of women (20
per cent as per 2018-19 PLES) — is also one
reason for increased dowry demands. Even
when women earn, they rarely have an equal
role in decision-making; many women con-
sider agreeing to male decisions as a part of
their responsibility.

The hypocrisy of an average Malayalee is
noteworthy. On the one hand, he/she will be
socially and politically conscious and may
appear as a progressive individual in his/her
publiclife. But when it comes to his/her per-
sonal life, none of these values are respected
and practised, as aptly portrayed in a recent
Malayalam film, The Great Indian Kitchen.

Unless larger public action is directed at
improving women'’s status at an overall level,
through promoting women'’s equality in var-
ious fields of life, ad hoc measures may not
resultin change. Itisimportant to equip girls
to take a stand against dowry and marriage
systems, as well as question women’s sub-
ordination at large. For this, a relook at the
curriculum (which was mentioned by the
chief minister in his press meet) remains crit-
ical alongside ensuring forums to raise gen-
derissuesas well as avenues for debates and
discussions.

The writer is professor at the Centre for
Women'’s Development Studies, New Delhi
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HuUANG IN DELHI

THE CHINESE FOREIGN minister arrived in
Delhi to a warm welcome, the first visit by a
Chinese leader in 21 years. The External
Affairs Minister PV Narasimha Rao and two
officials of the ministry received Huang who
is in India on a five-day official visit. On his
arrival, the Chinese foreign minister said he
was looking forward to having “sincere, frank
and friendly” discussions with the Indian
leaders and to “explore together ways to fur-
ther developing the relations between the
two countries”. In an interview shortly be-
fore he said: “In recent years, the relations
between the two nations have developed

well and that’s a source of joy for us.

APPLE DOES BETTER

APPLE, INDIA'’S FIRST telecommunication
satellite, was speedily moving towards its
geostationary orbit over Sumatra as a fitting
finale to the mission control scientists’ grand
efforts to tactfully maneuver the surviving
solar panel generating power for the mission.
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi has congratu-
lated ISRO scientists for removing the snag.

CoNG (I) Frie FLopr
THE CONGRESS (I) general secretary,

Vasantrao Patil, announced the names of the
party candidates for the coming Rajya Sabha
elections in Gujarat. But just before journal-
ists left, he said that these names were being
taken back. He gave no reason for the sud-
den change except that the withdrawal was
after a phone call from the PMO.

NUCLEAR ENERGY

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi deplored
the double standards of some countries on
nuclear energy. Talking to a group of
American students, she reiterated that India
always believed in the peaceful use of nuclear
energy.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Balochistan is the bellwether of Paki:

stan’s power politics. Political instability

that brews in that province is usually not confined there for long but spills over
into the rest of the country as the first sign of an approaching national crisis.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

e authoritarian instinct

The characteristics in the Congress that led to the imposition
of Emergency are alive and kicking

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

IT HAS NOW been 46 years since the dark-
est day Indian democracy has ever seen —
the beginning of Emergency. The
Emergency and its withering assault on
democratic principles is a black day not only
for Indians but for anyone who values the
rule of law, rule of the people and constitu-
tionalism.

There were many evils inflicted upon
our nation during the Emergency. The blow
it dealt to our Constitution and our institu-
tions is too well documented to be repeated
here. Let alone other fundamental rights,
even the “right to life” was taken away from
the people.

However, while many of these facts are
well established, the problem is that the
mentality that led to the imposition of
Emergency still persists in the topmost ech-
elons of the Congress party.

When India’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru dismissed governments
inKerala and Punjab, this mindset was there
for everyone to see. During a debate on
India and China in the 1960s, when ques-
tioned about leadership, no less a figure
than the Prime Minister himself said that
questioning the preparedness against China
would be akin to lowering the morale of the
nation. Privileging one family over others,
too, began with Nehru, when Indira Gandhi
was made Congress President in 1959.

Time and again, many national and re-
gional leaders who did not toe the Nehru-
Gandhi dynasty’s line were humiliated and
the party became the sole property of one
family. Be it Morarji Desai, K Kamaraj, Atulya
Ghosh, Charan Singh, Devi Lal, Babu Jagjivan
Ram, people were pushed aside to make
way for one-family rule over the party,
which eventually made way for an attempt
at one-party rule over the country.

Everyone knows how Sitaram Kesri was
forced to make way for Sonia Gandhi and,
later, how Jitendra Prasad was targeted for
fighting the election for Congress president,
though he had every right to contest for the
post. In the same vein, every young leader in
the Congress who could be seen as a com-
petitor to Rahul Gandhi is being hounded
out.

Ahunger for the concentration of power
has ingrained a disdain in the Nehru-
Gandhi family for other democratically
elected leaders. When Congress govern-
ments were at the Centre, President’s Rule
was imposed on states a staggering 80-plus
times. A corollary of this meant that Raj
Bhavans were used as de facto Congress
party headquarters. This has happened
even as recently as the UPA era.

Even at the Centre, the Congress has al-
ways had a “power behind the throne ap-
proach”, which did not allow a single coali-
tion government that had their “outside
support” to finish its term.

The rot perpetuated by Congress’s
hunger for power spread far and wide,
touching even the judiciary. It was the
Congress under Indira Gandhi that called
for a “committed judiciary” and even went

about creating it. Superseding judges to
place pliable people, the punishment of
judges like Justice H R Khanna who failed
to fall in line, and the case of Baharul Islam
who switched between political posts in the
Congress and judicial appointments with
no compunction are just a few examples. In
the Sonia Gandhi era, Chief Justices were
randomly transferred, which the late Arun
Jaitley described as a calculated attempt to
create terror amongst the judges.

The dictatorial instincts of the Congress
have not gone anywhere, even when it has
been reduced to its lowest ebb. Rahul
Gandhi tried to impeach a Chief Justice sim-
ply because he would not entertain the
Congress's attempts at running a vile polit-
ical agenda through courts.

Anyone who disagrees with the de facto
leadership of a serial electoral failure such as
Rahul Gandbhi is sidelined, like the case of
the recent “G-23". The Nehru-Gandhi fam-
ily uses internal subterfuge as a way of cut-
ting down to size strong regional leaders of
its own party in Punjab and Rajasthan.

In stark contrast to the Congress’s
shenanigans is Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who puts the nation above every-
thing. This stems from the BJP’s political tra-
dition that gave up power but did not go
against constitutional principles.

While the Congress puts power over
everything else, PM Modi pulled out of a

Anyone who disagrees with
the de facto leadership of a
serial electoral failure such as
Rahul Gandhi is sidelined,
like the case of the recent ‘G-
23’. The Nehru-Gandhi
family uses internal
subterfuge as a way of
cutting down to size strong
regional leaders of its own
party in Punjab and
Rajasthan. The Congress’s
own MLAs are quitting it
saying that even a dog gets
more attention than them
from the ‘first family’.

CRSasikumar

coalition in Jammu and Kashmir because
the coalition partner was stonewalling the
DDC polls. This was a case of putting grass-
roots democracy above political power.

It is under the leadership of PM Modi
that a milestone in cooperative federalism
has been created with the GST Council,
where states are accorded importance.
Rules have been amended to ensure the
Leader of Opposition gets to attend key
meets involving CBI appointments.

The Congress’s treatment of political op-
ponents is well known. Led by Sonia
Gandhi, they called a towering figure like
Atal Bihari Vajpayee the worst names. On
the other hand, PM Modi's emotional
speech and tears at the exit of Ghulam Nabi
Azad from Parliament is an indicator of the
BJP’s values.

Key differences between the authoritar-
ian, power-hungry instincts of the Congress
and the democratic outlook of anti-
Congress forces should not be forgotten.

The characteristics in the Congress that
led to the imposition of Emergency are alive
and kicking,. It’s just that they don’t have a
shot at political power at the Centre, and it
is better that way.

The writer is Union Minister of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change;
Information & Broadcasting; and Heavy
Industries & Public Enterprises

A story that needs to be retold

Indira Gandhi subverted Constitution during Emergency. But the people won

SusHIL KUMAR MODI

ON THE MIDNIGHT of June 25-26, 1975, the
President of India on the advice of Indira
Gandhi and without the approval of her
Cabinet, signed a proclamation to “declare that
agrave emergency exists whereby the security
ofIndiais threatened by internal disturbances”.
What was the need for a second Emergency
when an Emergency due to the Indo-Pak war
was already in existence since 1971? Was the
security of India really threatened due tointer-
nal disturbances?

The immediate trigger for the imposition
of Emergency was the judgment of the
Allahabad HC on June 12, 1975, which found
Mrs Gandhi guilty of corrupt electoral practices
and disqualified her from holding public office
for six years. On June 23, the Supreme Court
Vacation Judge granted a partial stay but with-
out granting her voting rights in Parliament.

Ego shattered, pride beaten, a united
Opposition under Jayaprakash Narayan baying
for her resignation, a loud media waiting for
every opportunity to criticise her,a non-pliant
judiciary that struck down bank nationalisa-
tion and the privy purses case and clipped the
power of Parliament by propounding the ba-
sicstructure doctrine in Kesavananda Bharati -
everyone seemed to be challenging Indira
Gandhi’s authority. She opted to impose
Emergency to silence her critics.

More than one lakh political workers in-
cluding JP, Morarji Desai, Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Charan Singh were arrested under the
Defence of India Rules and MISA. Censorship
was imposed on the media. The RSS was

banned. All political activities were forbidden.
Many newspapers carried blank editorials to
protest censorship. One newspaper carried an
obituary advertisement thatread: “Died, D.EM.
OCRACY, Mother of Freedom, Daughter of L
Berty, on 26th June, 1975.”

Before the imposition of Emergency, the
onslaught on the judiciary had begun. Mrs
Gandhi superseded three judges who deliv-
ered the judgment in the Kesavananda Bharati
case and appointed Justice A N Ray as Chief
Justice of India. In another instance, Justice HR
Khanna was superseded and Justice H M Beg
was appointed as CJI. Fourteen high court
judges who were found not to be pliable were
transferred.

On June 27, 1975, a declaration was made
under Article 359(1) whereby no person could
move the courts for the enforcement of Articles
14,19and 21. The height of subversion was ex-
emplified by then-Attorney General Niren De
stating in open court that during Emergency,
evenif a person was threatened with death, he
had no remedy in law. The Supreme Court
overruled nine high courts that had given re-
lief to detenus and held that persons arrested
under MISA could not file writ petitions.

During this period, sycophancy was also at
its peak. The Congress was sloganeering, “Indira
is India and India is Indira”. With the entire
Opposition in jail and the media gagged, gov-
ernance through arrest, intimidation and terror
became the norm.

The election disqualification case in the
Supreme Court was scheduled for hearing from

August 11,1975.Indira Gandhi was in a tearing
hurry to amend both the Constitution and the
Representation of Peoples Act retrospectively to
legislatively validate her election.

On July 21, Parliament was convened. By
passing the 38th Constitution Amendment,
imposition of Emergency was made non-jus-
ticiable asitinvolved “waste of public money”.
On August 4, the Election Law (Amendment)
Bill was introduced to retrospectively validate
all the corrupt practices due to which Mrs
Gandhi’s election had been challenged. By the
39th Constitution Amendment, the elections
of the Prime Minister, President, Vice President
and Speaker could not be called into question
before any court. It also added that any order
made by any court setting aside an election of
these four functionaries would be deemed
void.

Another deplorableamendment thateven-
tually lapsed was the 41st Constitutional
Amendment that sought toamend Article 361
and give lifelong immunity from criminal pros-
ecution to the Prime Minister, governors and
President for all acts done before the assump-
tion of office and during their tenure. This
meant that a person committing the most
heinous crime could escape the law by becom-
ing a governor even for a day.

The misuse of constitutional powers did not
stop there. On August 28, 1976, the 42nd
Constitution Amendment was introduced,
which provided that the constitutionality of
legislation could only be decided by noless than
seven judges and any law could be struck down

only by a two-thirds majority. To negate the
principle of “basic structure”, the Bill provided
that any constitutional amendment under
Article 368 would be valid. The amendment
also increased the tenure of the Lok Sabha to
six years.

Thus, all the loopholes were plugged. The
rules of the game were changed retrospectively.
The outcome of the case in the Supreme Court
was a foregone conclusion. Mrs Gandhi was ac-
quitted on November 7,1975, of all the charges.

Confident of victory, Mrs Gandhi called for
early elections to take the Opposition by sur-
prise. But in the 1977 general elections, the
JanataParty stormed into power. Indira Gandhi
was defeated by the same Raj Narain who had
filed the election petition in the Allahabad High
Court. Sanjay Gandhi, the illegitimate consti-
tutional authority during Emergency, was also
defeated. The Congress was wiped out from
the Hindi heartland. The great upheaval of 1975
was finally reversed after the Janata Party in-
troduced the 43rd and 44th amendments and
restored the primacy of the Constitution and
rule of law.

Forty-six years have passed since that hor-
rid day, but the Emergencyis a story that needs
tobetold and retold. Emergency strengthened
democraticideals of a free press,anindepend-
entjudiciary and a transparent government. It
was the people and their faith in democracy
thatemerged as the true winners.

The writer is Member, Rajya Sabha and former
Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar

1975 and 2014

There is no defence of Emergency. But actions of BJP
government have stifled free speech, made
institutional subversion the new normal

ous toask hard questions of the national se-
curity establishment. Parliament has not
been permitted to debate the year-long
Chinese aggression.

An architecture of legal amendments
has led to laws like the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), National
Investigation Agency (NIA) Act, Information
Technology Act, Foreign Contribution

THE INTERNAL EMERGENCY imposed by
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was more
than justanerror of judgement. She herself
admitted as much. On January 24, 1978, at
a public meeting in Yavatmal, she apolo-
gised for the excesses committed during
the Emergency and declared she was taking
“the entire responsibility for the same”.

She stated that even if others responsi-
ble for mistakes and excesses were not will-
ing to own up, she would own the respon-
sibility for those mistakes as well. She,
however, did remind the audience that the
situation just before the imposition of
Emergency was grave, and the survival of
the nation was threatened. If things were
allowed to continue, the situation that had
developed in Bangladesh would have been
repeated in India.

Whatever may have been the trigger
for that drastic decision, there can never
be a defence of the overreaching abridge-
ment of fundamental freedoms and mass
incarceration of political opponents and
other activists. However, what has been
happening since May 2014 is equally rep-
rehensible. India is living in a state of an
undeclared Emergency.

The fourth BJP government at the Centre
has renewed the project to rewrite the con-
stitutional “idea of India” — a construct that
had been incubated in the informed de-
bates in the Constituent Assembly. It was
preceded by an over five-decade-long mass
struggle for the liberation of our nation
from imperialism. A crusade in which nei-
ther the BJP(for it was not around then) nor
its ideological predecessors had any sub-
stantive or significant role to play.

The NDA/BJP regime has perpetrated a
full-fledged assault on pluralistic mores that
characterise the Indian way of life.
Campaigns around “love jihad” and “ghar
wapasi” have kept social polarisation on a
slow but continuous burn. Government
apologists even rationalise communal
lynchings. A relentless attempt continues
to reconfigure not only the way people
think but also how they should eat, drink,
dress and, of course, articulate their views
in the public domain. Freedom of speech
and expression has been the most visible
casualty. Institutional subversion is the
norm. Parliament is treated with contempt,
with less-than-autonomous presiding of-
ficers trotting out every excuse to ensure
that Parliament and its standing commit-
tees do not meet virtually during the pan-
demic. The judiciary is perceived as having
buckled under the onslaught of authoritar-
ianism, except for the occasional act of per-
sonal courage. Constitutional immorality is
the new normal, with nine state govern-
ments being toppled in seven years through
dubious means.

A subversive narrative cloaked in mus-
cular nationalism has been rolled out,
whereby it is now anti-national to question
the ruling party, seditious to query the rul-
ing government and downright treacher-

Regulation (FCRA) Act, which have tipped
the fine balance of constitutional jurispru-
dence to the detriment of the individual.

Amendments that designate an indi-
vidual as a terrorist are draconian, to say
the least. Should individuals be legally des-
ignated “terrorists” prior to their convic-
tion in a court of law? While the UAPA Act
defines the expression “terrorist act”, no
specific description of the word “terrorism”
has been delineated in any central act
passed by Parliament so far. The discretion,
therefore, is with the central government
and the NIA to label any act an act of ter-
rorism. Post the amendment to the NIA Act
inJuly 2019, there are legitimate apprehen-
sions of the increasing propensity of its se-
rious misuse. The line between the right to
dissent and sedition has been ruthlessly
blurred. Activists, students, parliamentar-
ians and even spokespersons of political
parties are routinely harassed through the
filing of multiple FIRs for sedition. Those
working among underprivileged, margin-
alised and minority communities are arbi-
trarily detained under these recently-rein-
forced oppressive legal regimens. The case
in point being of three young students,
who were recently granted bail after a year
of detention for protesting the amend-
ments to the Citizenship Amendment Act.
They were accused of turning the protests
violent and allegedly dovetailing them into
the riots that took place while then US
President Donald Trump was in Delhi in
February 2020. After perusing the material
onrecord, the court observed: “We are con-
strained to express, that it seems, that in its
anxiety to suppress dissent, in the mind of
the State, the line between constitution-
ally guaranteed right to protest and terror-
ist activity seems to be getting somewhat
blurred. If this mindset gets traction, it
would be a sad day for democracy.”

This is exactly the mindset that the cur-
rent dispensation has sought to perpetu-
ate. Whether inits handling of the farmers’
protests, whereby lakhs of agitating farm-
ersare sought to be labelled Khalistanis for
the misguided actions of a few or in their
obtuse battle with Twitter primarily be-
cause the ruling dispensation finds it diffi-
cult to handle the severe public backlash on
social media for its criminal mishandling of
the second wave of Covid-19.

With large sections of the media al-
ready neutered and the rest sought to be
reined in through delegated legislation tar-
geted at social media intermediaries and
courageous outliers in the electronic me-
dia, an Orwellian state has been created.
Every person has been coerced to install a
censor in his head for the fear that any hon-
est opinion can lead to punitive action,
ranging from trolling to spine-chilling
reprisals under a repressive legal panoply.
If this is not an undeclared Emergency,
what else would you call it?

The writeris a lawyer, Congress MP and
former I&B minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FAMILY FIRST

THISREFERSTO the editorial, Lessons not
learnt’ (IE, June 25). It is strange that the
Congress High Command is giving ears
tosomeone who has neither political ide-
ology nor standing and will not hesitate
to jump, as his short political history
shows till now. At the other extreme is
the Punjab chief minister who has ably
defended his turf against the BJP’s on-
slaught. But then, the Gandhis have never
liked any state leader of their party be-
coming powerful enough to challenge
them. As always, fears of the first family
triumph over the party's welfare.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

HARDER THEY FALL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Resolve
and resilience’ (IE, June 25). The manner
in which the famed Indian batting cata-
pulted against some good Kiwi bowling
in the second innings of the finals of the
World Test Championship makes the fan
wonder if our batsmen’s skills are over-
rated. New Zealand has shown us how
doggednessin cricket is more rewarding
than flashes of brilliance.

Kamna Chhabra, Gurgaon

TALKS AND POLLS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘J&K talks
throughawidelens'(IE, June 25). Thereis
no substitute for constructive talks be-
tween the Centre and the state leaders as
far as bringing Kashmir back to normalcy
isconcerned. The detention of the main-
stream Kashmiri leaders after the abro-
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gation of special status under Article 370
legitimised the extremist tendenciesand
seperatists. The only hope lies in the de-
volution of full statehood and free and fair
elections.

Vinay Saroha, Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the article, J&K talks
throughawidelens’(IE, June 25). The po-
litical process initiated by the Centre to
engage with the mainstream political
parties of the erstwhile state of Jammu &
Kasmir will help the leadership, both at
theregional level and in New Delhi, to un-
derstand each others' standpoint better.
The process of delimitation followed by
the assembly election is essential, as an
elected legislature and a popular govern-
ment must fill the political void.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD
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SCIENTISTS HAVE de-
veloped a novel method
for coronavirus testing
that swabs your smart-
phone screen rather
than your nose or
throat. Compared to
regular PCR testing, the
Phone Screen Testing
(PoST) method is non-
invasive, costs less, and
is equally accurate, the

Note: The June 24 figures in these graphs are based on the government updates on June 25

INDIATOTALCASES 3,01,34,445

Source: Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, updated at 11 pm on June 25

How to swab your phone
screen for coronavirus

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

from the phone screen
with regular swabs like
the ones used for na-
sopharyngeal sampling,
but embedding themin
a saline water solution.
“The sample is then sub-
jected to a regular PCR
like for clinical samples,”
lead author Dr Rodrigo
Young said, by email.
The study was done

scientists have reported
in the journal eLife.

“... We hypothesised that Covid-19
contagious individuals will regularly
deposit aerosols, droplets of saliva, or
upper respiratory tract secretions con-
taining shed SARS-CoV-2 virions, over
the screen of their phone, which could
then be sampled and detected by RT-
PCR,” the authors write.

PoST involves collecting samples

on 540 individuals who
underwent both PoST and regular PCR
testing. PoST detected the virus on the
phones of 81.3% to 100% of contagious
people with a high viral load.

“If we manage to do periodic mass
testing to all people with no symptoms
we could theoretically end the pan-
demic,” Dr Young said.

Longer version on
www.indianexpress.com
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How shutting parks helps tigers

Uttarakhand has decided to keep Corbett and Rajaji Tiger Reserves open all year. What were the reasons
for shutting them during the rainy season so far, and how does itimpact tiger breeding and poaching?

Atiger in Corbett, and the Tiger Reserve during the monsoon (right). Contrary to myth, tigers breed round the year and not just in the rainy season.

AGAnsari

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI,JUNE 25

UTTARAKHAND FOREST Minister Harak Singh
Rawat announced on Wednesday that the
state’s two Tiger Reserves — Corbett and Rajaji
—would now remain open for tourism round
the year. Until now, the reserves would remain
closed to tourists during the monsoon for 4-5
monthsevery year. The statement has sparked
a debate with many warning that tourism ac-
tivities in the rainy season will disturb tigersin
their mating season.

Until now, Rajaji’s Jhilmil and Corbett’s
Jhrirna zones remained open round the year,
while the latter’s Bijrani zone closed for four
months from June 15 to October 15. The rest of
Corbett and Rajaji usually remained shut for
tourism between June 15 and November 15.

The dates vary due to variation in forest
quality, topography and climate. For example,
the peripheral forests of Jhirna remain open
throughout. Bijrani is not as affected by sea-
sonal streams as the northern parts, say
Dhikala, of Corbett and opens a month early.

Incomparison, meagre rainfallin Rajasthan
allows Ranthambhore National Park to stay
open for 9 months between October and June.
And high monsoon in Assam forces Kaziranga
National Park to stay practically shut for six
months between May and October.

Whatabout tiger breeding?

Contrary to the myth, tigers breed round
the year. Except when raising a litter, a tigress
comes into oestrus every 21 days. Even in the
event of stillbirth or premature death of cubs,
it comes into oestrus again within a month.

Clearly, such readiness belies every imagi-

SANDEEPSINGH
NEW DELHI,JUNE 25

AVALUATION report by aregistered valueris at
the heart of the recent controversy surround-
ingaRs4,000 crore share allotment decision by
PNB Housing Finance to investors led by Carlyle
at a price of Rs 390 per share. While the mat-
ter has reached the Securities Appellate
Tribunal, the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) had on June 18 written to PNB
Housing stating that the latter’s board resolu-
tion with regard to the “issue of securities of
the company”, inits EGM notice dated May 31,
is “ultra-vires” of the company’s Articles of
Association (AoA) and should not be acted
upon until the company undertakes a valua-
tion of shares, as prescribed in its AoA, by an
independent registered valuer.

nary seasonal restriction, even though extreme
winters of the Russian Far East are known to
force a semblance of seasonality in the Amur
tiger's breeding behaviour.

InIndia, if there is any seasonal bias for mat-
ing, observational evidence suggests it is to-
wards the autumn-spring window. The rainy
season is not the best time for tiger breeding.

The elephant, the other iconic species of
Corbett and Rajaji, does not seem to particu-
larly prefer the monsoon for species propaga-
tion either. While elephant breeding is indeed
linked to rainfall patterns — they breed round
the year in places where it rains likewise — a
high number of births are observed in the win-
ter months of November-January in India, in-
dicatingasurge in mating in the pre-and early
monsoon months of May-July.

AA2009 paper on reproductive behaviour of
elephants in Rajaji noted the “musth phenom-
enon in adult male elephants was mostly ob-
served during February toJuly, which was dom-
inated by dry period” and peak breeding season
in “largely the warm period” starting May.

So,why shut reserves?

It has more to do with humans than tigers
(or elephants), really. A tropical forest is least
accessible during the monsoons, with lush un-
dergrowth blocking movements and gullies
washing away tracks. This is why even the tro-
phy hunters of yore picked the rainy months
asthe off-season —awindow they had toallow
the animal population to recover.

In fact, the policy of shutting down a
wildlife park is driven by weather across the
world. Yellowstone, the first national park in
the US, and also the world, shuts every winter
in the snow season. Nagarhole and Bandipur
Tiger Reserves of Karnataka shut to tourists in

the dry summer season to protect animals
from stress and the forests from fire.

Inthe north, the rainy months are the most
challenging. Only in 2019, a monsoon spate in
the seasonal Dhangarhi nallah that flows across
the Ramnagar-Corbett road swept away a
tourist car. Inside Corbett, vehicular access is
limited to only three (Dhela, Jhirna and Sultan)
of over a dozen tourist accommodations dur-
ing the rainy season when seasonal nullahs
carrying boulders wash away roads and even
knock down culverts.

“We walk and use elephants to cross the
streams for patrolling and supply ration to the
guard posts during the monsoons. While itis
possible to upgrade the road to Bijrani across
two seasonal streams that do not bring too
many boulders, strengthening the road net-
work to access the rest of the park will be a
challenge. But everything is possible with big
investment and mega machinery,” said a for-
est official who recently served at Corbett.

Why not invest and stay open?

Itis difficult, although not impossible, due
to the topography. A number of southern re-
serves, including Nagarhole and Bandipur,
have invested in such interventions to stay
open for tourists round the year. The scale of
construction, however, is not comparable to
whatis required in Uttarakhand’s forests.

“We also get a lot of rain here but the gra-
dientis such that water channels here stay nar-
row and regular culverts do the trick. In Corbett,
they will probably need bridging structures
spanning several hundred metres. We have to
decideif we wantall thatinsideatigerreserve,”
said a former top official of the Karnataka for-
estdepartment.

Besides, tiger breeding is not the only con-

THIS WORD MEANS: REGISTERED VALUER

'The mandate to carry out valuation of an entity

Whois aregistered valuer?

Aregistered valuer is an individual or en-
tity whichis registered with the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBIBI)as avaluerin
accordance with the Companies (Registered
Valuers and Valuation) Rules, 2017. Under
Section 458 of the Companies Act, IBBI has
been specified as the authority by the central
government.

The concept of registered valuer was intro-
duced in the Companies Act in 2017 in order
toregulate the valuation of assets and liabilities
linked toacompany and to standardise the val-
uation procedure in line with global valuation
standards.

Experts say that before the concept of reg-
istered valuer became part of the Companies
Act, valuation was done inanarbitrary manner,
often leading to question marks over the au-
thenticity of the valuation.

What does the valuation report comprise?

As per the Companies (Registered Valuers
and Valuation) Rules, 2017, the valuer should,
in his/its report, state 11 key aspects including
disclosure of the valuer’s conflict of interest, if
any.Among others it must include: purpose of
valuation; sources of information; procedures
adopted in carrying out the valuation; valua-
tion methodology; and major factors that influ-
enced the valuation.

Who canbecome aregistered valuer?
Anindividual needs to clear the Valuation
Examination conducted by IBBL The rules state,
however, that an individual who has com-
pleted 50 years of age and has been substan-
tially involved in at least ten valuation assign-
ments of assetsamounting toRs 5 crore rupees
or more, during the five years preceding the
commencement of these rules, shall not be re-

cern. Anumber of species do breed in the for-
estduring the rainy months and together they
maintain the ecological balance, or the food
chain, that supports the apex species.

Besides, wildlife deserves a break from
noise, lightand other pollutions tourismbrings
to their habitat. And given the logistical chal-
lenges it poses, the rainy season is the most
convenient period for providing that respite.

Arecent study reported high stressinduced
by tourist vehicles in tigers in Bandhavgarh and
Kanha tiger reserves of Madhya Pradesh by
comparing a marker in the scat collected dur-
ing tourism (January-March)and non-tourism
(September) months. While a more accurate
comparison would be between scats collected
from tourism and non-tourism zones the same
month (a rainy September could anyway be
more relaxing), it is reasonable to assume that
a period of low disturbance will anyway ben-
efit wildlife.

Does opening or shutting parks impact
poaching?

While opening parks to tourists in the rainy
months will not hamper the breeding
prospects of the tiger, it may yet put the na-
tional animal at risk. Unlike the royal trophy
hunters who avoided the dirty rainy months,
the poacher considers the monsoon an oppor-
tunity when guards struggle to patrol much of
the reserve. That is why Project Tiger has al-
ways emphasised enhanced vigilance during
the monsoon.

Uttarakhand has a history of suffering
heavy losses to poachers during the rainy
season. Diverting the forest staff from
‘Operation Monsoon’ to tourism duties dur-
ing these tough months will only make the
reserves more vulnerable.

quired to pass the Valuation Examination.

The individual should, however, have a
postgraduate degree in the specified discipline
(relevant for valuation of the class of asset for
which the registration is sought) and should
have at least three years of experience in the
discipline thereafter.

Asof March 31,2021 there were 3,967 reg-
istered valuers in the country. Only 40 of them
are registered entities; the restare individuals.

For what assets can aregistered valuer
undertake valuation?

Registered valuer can get themselves reg-
istered for valuation of assets such as land and
building; plant and machinery; and securities
and financial assets. They can get registered for
valuation of all three classes, and can under-
take valuation of only the assets for which they
have got the registration.

Before BJP MPs’ remarks, statehood movements from North Bengal

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,JUNE 25

Ghosh clarified: “Some of our leaders have
made some statements in their personal ca-
pacity. It has nothing to do with our party line

or opinion which is against any form of divi-

TWO BJP MPS from West Bengal recently
called for separate states to be carved out in
Jangalmahal and North Bengal respectively.
While these are individual statements, which
the BJP leadership has distanced itself, West
Bengal has also seen three full-fledged move-
ments for separate states since Independence
— all from parts of North Bengal.

Alookat the two BJPleaders’ remarksand
the three statehood movements:

What the MPs said

OnJune 13, BJP MP from Alipurduar John
Barla demanded a separate state or a Union
Territory in North Bengal, saying the region
has lacked development over the years. On
June 21, BJP MP from Bishnupur Saumitra
Khan demanded that Jangalmahal region
(formerly a Maoist belt, not in North Bengal)
be made a separate state, contending there
have never been serious development there.

The following day, BJP state president Dilip

sion of West Bengal.”

Gorkhaland movement

The demand for a separate state for
Gorkhas in the Darjeeling hills and parts of
the Dooars and Siliguri terai regions began as
a violent movement in the 1980s, initially
spearheaded by Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF) founder Subash Ghising, The de-
mand stemmed from allegations that these
regions were deprived of basicamenities such
as electricity, healthcare, schools, and jobs.

The agitation peaked in 1985-86, with
over 1,200 deaths. It ended with the forma-
tion of Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC)
in 1988, which administered the Darjeeling
hills for 23 years with some autonomy.

In2007, the statehood demand resurfaced
after Ghising's former aide, Bimal Gurung,
broke away from the GNLF and formed the
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha. The GJM took over
the Gorkhaland movement, spearheading ag-

MOVEMENT ZONE Kalimpong Alipurduar 22
Jalpaiguri Cooch Behar
NEPAL Darjeeling —& Kokrajhar
m Bongaigaon
# L) 5 ASSAM
. ] ] V"
Kishanganj Uttar (m

i~

Dinajpur

BIHAR
Malda

>
Dhubri “Golapara

Py

Dakshin
Dinajpur

WEST BENGAL

DT A

N A
.

Statehood demands emerging from North Bengal (shaded differently from the rest
of West Bengal) have sometimes sought to include parts from outside the state.

itations in 2011, 2013 and 2017.
In 2011, the Gorkha Territorial
Administration was formed for the Darjeeling

and Kalimpong areas, replacing the DGHC.
But Gurungresigned from the GTAin 2011 it-
self, citing interference from the state govern-

ment,and renewed the Gorkhaland agitation.

In 2017, following a 104-day shutdownin
the Darjeeling hills and a violent agitation,
Gurung went into hiding. He resurfaced last
year and extended his support to the ruling
Trinamool Congress. Since then, the
Gorkhaland demand has fizzled out.

The BJP has been winning the Darjeeling
Lok Sabha seat with the support of GJM since
2009, butits leaders have steered clear of dis-
cussing the Gorkhaland demand.

Kamtapur movement

This movement came from within the
Koch Rajbongshi community, a Scheduled
Caste in West Bengal. The proposed state cov-
ers seven of North Bengal's eight districts in-
cluding Cooch Behar, where the movement is
centred, as well as Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon,
Dhubri and Goalpara districts in Assam;
Kishanganj in Bihar; and Jhapa in Nepal.

The demand was first raised in 1995 fol-
lowing the formation of the Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation (KLO),an armed mil-
itant organisation. Its stated aim was to ad-
dress problems faced by the Koch Rajbongshi

people such as unemployment, land alien-
ation, neglect of Kamtapuri language and
identity, and economic deprivation.

The movement fizzled out in the early
2000s due to a leadership crisis and the ar-
rest of several operatives of the KLO and the
All Kamtapur Students Union (AKSU).

Greater Cooch Behar agitation

The movement was started in 1998 by
Greater Cooch Behar People’s Association
(GCPA) general secretary Bangshi Badan
Barman. The proposed state comprised seven
districts of North Bengal along with Assam'’s
Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon and Dhubri.

In 1949, Cooch Behar was merged with
India as a C-category state through three
treaties. OnJanuary 1, 1950, the Centre bifur-
cated the erstwhile kingdom, with parts go-
ing to West Bengal and parts to Assam.

This statehood movement never gained
momentum,and there has been no major ag-
itation since 2008 when the Greater Cooch
Behar Democratic Party held a fast-unto-
deathdemanding the release of Barmanand
55 others who had been arrested in 2005.
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Delta plus foundin 48
samples in 10 states,
Deltanowin 174 dists

no evidence yet that sub-lineage is more dangerous: govt

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

THE HIGHLY transmissible
Delta variant of the coronavirus
is present in at least 174 dis-
tricts of the country — and its
sub-lineage, Delta plus, has
been detected in 48 samplesin
10 states, the Union Health
Ministry said on Friday.

The Delta variant was a major
contributor to the second wave
of infections that peaked in
April-May, the government said.
Data released by the Ministry
showed that the variant was
presentin 52 districts across the
country in March, and had
spread to 174 districts by June.

ICMR chief Dr Balram
Bhargava warned that even
though more than 500 districts
were now reporting less than 5
per cent test positivity, the sec-
ond wave of the epidemic
should not be assumed to have
ended.

“The second wave is not yet
over in the country. We have
still got 75 districts that have
more than 10 per cent preva-
lence, and we have 92 districts
that have between 5 per cent
and 10 per cent prevalence,” Dr
Bhargava said.

“These districts are impor-
tant, and it is possible for us to
avert a big third wave provided
individuals and the society ad-
here to Covid-appropriate be-
haviour, and avoid mass gath-
erings... Any indicative hotspot
that we find, they need to be
identified and isolated,” he said.

The Health Ministry cate-

and directed states to take up
immediate containment meas-
ures in clusters where it had
been detected.

Dr Sujeet Kumar Singh,
Director, National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC), said
that of the 48 cases of Delta
plus in 10 states, Maharashtra
had 20, followed by Tamil Nadu
(9), and Madhya Pradesh (7).

Dr Singh clarified that there
was no evidence currently to
suggest that the Delta plus vari-
ant was significantly more dan-
gerous than Delta.

Its transmission potential
was currently the same as that
of Delta, Dr Singh said. And at
this point, given the limited sci-
entific evidence and only a
small number of cases, nothing
can be said on concerns over
the additional mutation in
Delta plus — K417N — which
has been linked with immune
escape mechanism and a po-
tential reduction in monoclonal
antibody response, he said.

“Since the Delta variant is
already a VOC, its sub-lineage
will also be called VOC. I also
want to clarify that the Delta
plus variant signifies Delta vari-
ant with an additional muta-
tion — the 'plus’ does not sig-
nify that it is more
transmissible or will cause
more severe disease than the
Delta variant. When there is
any such scientific evidence (on
increased transmissibility) we
will inform you,” Dr Singh said.

“There are very limited
cases of Delta plus variant in
India as well as across the
globe; therefore, we cannot say

said.

Dr Bhargava announced
that ICMR would, in about a
week, come out with results of
the effectiveness trial of vac-
cines against the Delta plus
variant.

“Delta plus is present in 12
countries; 48 cases have been
detected in India, however they
have been very localised. This
virus has been isolated and is
being cultured. Laboratory tests
to check vaccine effect are on-
going and we should have
these results in seven to 10
days' time,” he said.

Dr Singh said that as of June,
174 districts were affected by
the Delta variant. “In all of these
districts, we continue to moni-
tor the trend... The proportion
of cases with Variants of
Concern (Delta and Delta plus)
hasrisen from 10.31 per centin
May to 51 per cent on June 20...
In some states, the Delta vari-
ant has slowly replaced the
Alpha variant. This shows that
the Delta variant is a stronger
variant than the Alpha variant,”
he said.

Variants of Concern had
been detected in 21,109 se-
quenced samples in the coun-
try, Dr Singh said. According to
official data, the prevalence of
the Delta variant had gone up
from only 10 per cent of sam-
ples in March to a staggering 90
per cent in May.

Eight states have reported
approximately 50 per cent of
the total VOCs in the country:
Maharashtra (3,117), Delhi
(2,973), Kerala (2,382), West
Bengal (1,553), Punjab (1,431),

NOT RAIN WATER

Drainage water overflows at Bhavani Peth, whose residents say they have complained to the
PMC about this issue several times. Ashish Kale

Police probe leads to
man with CPM links

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE?25

APROBE into the Monday death
of five members of a gang which
attempted torob 2.33 kg of gold
smuggled from Dubai to
Kozhikode in Kerala has led to a
man with links to the ruling
CPI(M).

Customs is on the lookout for
Arjun Ayanki, who, according to
police, had reached the
Kozhikode airport to collect the
smuggled gold. Arjun s very ac-

DYFI, the youth wing of CPI(M),
in his native Kannur.

Arjun has gone into hiding
but in a Facebook post said that
the party was not liable to an-
swer for the personal allegations
against him. “I have not been a
member of the CPI (M) or DYFI
for the last three years. I am en-
gaged inanideological campaign
for the party without expecting
any reward. I would prove my in-
nocence,” he wrote.

The gold in question had been
smuggled in from Dubai foragang
based in Kozhikode district’s
Koduvally by a passenger, evenas

Palakkad district reached the air-
port to rob the gold.

According to police, the plans
of both gangs and Arjun went
awry when Customs seized the
gold. As Arjun went back empty
handed, the Cherpulassery gang
began chasing him, but turned
back towards the airport after re-
alising that the gold had been con-
fiscated by Customs.

It was during this return jour-
ney thatone of the three SUVs be-
longing to the Cherpulassery gang
met with an accident, killing five.
InKannur district, political parties
allegedly hired gangs for political

They eloped, asked HC
for security; now man
shot dead, wife injured

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI,JUNE25

A COUPLE who had approached
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court for protection after they
eloped and got married last
August were shot Thursday night
in the Dwarka area of Delhi.

Police said six-seven men
broke into the couple’s house in
Ambrahi village in Dwarka and
fired around 10 rounds, killing 24-
year-old Vinay Dahiya, a taxi
driver, and leaving his wife, 19-
year-old Kiran, seriously injured.

In an order dated August 19,
2020, Justice Raj Mohan Singh of
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court had asked the Sonepat
Senior Superintendent of Police to
“ascertain the truth in the allega-
tions of the petitioners... assess
the threat perception of the peti-
tioners”.

Police said the couple had
married on August 13 last year
against the wishes of their fami-
lies,and investigators believe they
were the targets of an “honour
killing”. Kiran’s mother, police
said, had lodged a complaint the
same day at Sonepat’s Kharkhoda
police station, and an abduction
FIRwas registered against uniden-
tified persons.

Following the attack, police
have detained Kiran’s family
members for questioning.

The couple’s advocate,
Abhimanyu Kalsy, told The Indian
Express: “They approached me, al-
leging that Kiran's family was not
letting them get married and had
been giving them death threats.”

Justice RajMohan Singh, while
disposing the petition, had di-
rected the couple toappear before
the Sonepat SSP, noting “before
whom they have statedly moved
arepresentation”. The SSP, the or-
der stated, “would be at liberty to
join the petitioners or any other
person acquainted with the facts
of the case”.

one month from the date of re-
ceipt of certified copy of this or-
der;” Justice Singh stated in his or-
der.

After the attack Friday night,
Kalsy said: “No protection was
provided to them. In fact, an FIR
was lodged against Vinay by the
girl’s family who claimed that she
was a minor and that he was try-
ing to forcibly marry her. She was
18 when they got married. I later
moved aplea seeking quashing of
the FIR, which was subsequently
done, but no police assistance was
provided to them.”

Residents of Ambrahi village
said they initially mistook the fir-
ing foracylinder explosion. People
found Vinay’s body on the road,
and Kiran injured on the terrace
of an apartment building. The
couple had moved into their new
home three-four days ago.

Police said Vinay sustained at
least four bullet injuries, while
Kiran was shot at least five times.

Jyoti, the couple’s neighbour
and landlady, said: “I was in my
house when I heard the firing.
Initially, [ thought a cylinder had
exploded.Iwent outside to check
and saw Kiran running towards
the terrace, and Vinay running
downstairs. | immediately went
inside and locked the doors. Vinay
was later found dead in a narrow
lane. The men who came to kill
them left shortly after.”

Locals said Kiran had jumped
to the terrace of the adjoining
building.

Police said they received a call
around 9 pm and found Kiran on
the terrace of the building and her
husband lying near a shop. The
couple were rushed to
Venkateshwar Hospital where
Vinay was declared dead on ar-
rival. Kiran's conditionis said to be
critical.

Raguvendra Khurana, also a
neighbour, said: “Isaw three-four
men standingoutside the couple’s
house on the second floor. The fir-
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ACROSS

1 Secretbelief(10)

6 Unusually cold part of the
earth(4)

10 Recorded Edward as missing?
(5)

11 Cranksocially and
mechanically (9)

12 Antigone’s form of denial (8)

13 Short form of summary (5)

15 Exacts payment for those in
one’s care(7)

17 Date and remove (4,3)

19 One pair moved out of doors
(4-3)

21 Anidea of self-importance (7)

22 Bound to have spirit (5)

24 He’s not on speaking terms
with his brothers (8)

27 On paper it makes things look
very black(6,3)

28 Did some pressing (5)

29 They may be pierced or just
pricked (4)

30 They're shameless, producing
beer as port (10)

DOWN

1 Isunable toleanover
(4)

2 Remote and out-of-the-way
Parisian building (5,4)

3 Country needs aid in getting
into shape (5)

4 The converse of friends (7)

5 Growing source of food and
drink(7)

7 The words of a song upset Cyril
(5)

8 Causeacapital loss(10)

9 Complete description of a
mustang? (8)

14 There are terms for this (10)

16 He has minor responsibilities
(8)

18 Give short change -it'sa
mistake of sorts (9)

20 Sailor comes up a rope - this
one?(7)

21 Abiscuit for the break? (7)

23 Cried out foradrink (5)

25 Sound fruit (5)

26 The odd dose of poetry? (4)

Solutions Crossword 4465: Across: 1Envious, 5 In bed, 8 Abandoned, 9 Tap, 10
Tiff, 12 Proceeds, 14 String, 15 Ate out, 17 Observer, 18 Afar, 21 Cog, 22 Namesakes,
24 Lathe, 25 Tirades. Down: 1 Exact, 2 Via, 3 Odds, 4 Senora, 5 Indicate, 6 Better off,
7 Deposit, 11 Foresight, 13 Entrance, 14 Stoical, 16 Hermit, 19 Roses, 20 User, 23 Kid.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

What's__iswhat's__if you doeverything else___.-Robin Williams (5..,4,.,5)
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digit from1t09
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

SUDOKU 4514

Difficulty Level
1s=Veryeasy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius
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Try to remember

that with the Moon
approaching a
visionary

relationship with Neptune,
you are in an idealistic mood.

Yet your ambitions are being

fuelled by hopes which may be

unreasonable and others may

complain that you have a

rather outsize ego.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Idealistic,
inspirational,
religious and
imaginative

Taureans should come into

their own under today's high-

minded planetary impulses.

All of you will find that

overseas contacts and travel

plans assume a more pressing
importance than in the past.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
The Moon shifts its
position ever so
gradually, bringing
one brief phase to

an end. You may begin to see

developments, which once
seemed incredibly dramatic,
through new sober and down-
to-earth eyes. The point to
remember at the moment is
that endings always give way
to new beginnings.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
After all you've
endured on the
personal level, you
may be inclined to

resent other people.Idon't

think that anyone can blame
you for the way you feel, but
for your own sake, you must
realise that the future is more
important than the past. Now
could be the time to let go.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

During the next few

weeks you should

ensure that any

adjustments in your
earnings and joint finances
will be to your long-term
advantage. Don't be
embarrassed about the need
to look after number one. And
don't be backward about
coming forward.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

Over the next
month or two you
must give full rein
to your utterly
unique and individual talents.

Those artistic and creative

aspects of the Virgoan

character, about which I have
already spoken in previous
columns, are growing daily
more intense. Believe
inyourself.

No matter how

@ situation becomes,
this may be one of

since last year. Family affairs

seem to be drifting towards a

gatherings are on the cards. It's

also, by the way, a good time to

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

As the weekend

@ become clear that
travel prospects are

that misunderstandings can

now be cleared up. You'll
useful news, one which I think
could introduce you to a whole

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Sagittarians are not

@ the world's greatest
charmers — they're
have a feeling that you may

have to withdraw or qualify a

no matter whether you do

have the facts on your side.
The winds of

@ change are blowing
with a gentle

insistency. You are being

which is more compassionate,
imaginative and much more
past. Your travel stars are also
looking pretty lively, so if you
forit.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
the day could be
followed by a more

may find that there are certain

meetings and gatherings you
depends on who exactly is
involved, and where you're
atatime.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
burn the candle at
both ends — after

once. Your social, romantic

and emotional stars
better,and I wouldn't want
you to miss significant

I want you to miss out on a

new friendship.

turbulent the
the most exciting periods
state of high drama and happy
dance the night away.

progresses it will
looking more favourable and
probably hear a snippet of very
new outlook on life.

always known as
usually much too truthful. Yet I
number of recent statements,
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

through Capricorn
pushed towards a future
deeply satisfying thanin the
fancy a trip somewhere, go

Asociable start to
@ reclusive phase. You
would rather cancel. It all
meeting them. Take it one step

You may as well
@ all, you only live
have scarcely ever been
opportunities. Neither would
[]
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Derek Chauvin

USA

Chauvin could
face decadeslong
sentencein
Floyd's death

FORMERMINNEAPOLIS po-
lice Officer Derek Chauvin
learns his sentence Friday for
murder in George Floyd’ s
death, closing a chapterin a
case thatsparked global out-
rage and a reckoning on
racial disparitiesin America.
Chauvin,45, facesdecadesin
prison, with several legal ex-
perts predicting a sentence
of 20 to 25 years. Though
Chauvin is widely expected
to appeal, he also still faces
trial on federal civil rights
charges, along with three
other fired officers who have
yet to have their state trials.
Chauvin was convicted of
second-degree uninten-
tional murder, third-degree
murder and second-degree
manslaughter for pressing
his knee against Floyd’s neck
as the 46-year-old gasped
thathe couldn’t breathe. AP

RUSSIA

Oppn figure
says election bid
blocked over
Navalny support

A RUSSIAN opposition
politician said on Friday he
had been barred from tak-
ing part in a local election
because of his support for
jailed Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny. Ilya Yashin said he
had wanted toregisterasa
candidate foranelection to
the Moscow City Duma,
the regional parliament,
but was told he could not
underalawbanningmem-
bers of groups declared
“extremist” from running
foroffice. Acourtruling this
month outlawed groups
linked to Navalny as “ex-
tremist”. REUTERS

GIBRALTAR
Voters choose
toeasestrict

abortion law

GIBRALTARVOTED to ease
a strict abortion law, offi-
cials said on Friday, after a
referendum which some
locals said marked a long
overdue advancement of
women'srightsin the tiny
British territory. Around
62% of voters who took
partbacked the change in
Thursday's ballot, where
turnout was about 52% of
the 23,000 odd eligible
voters, Gibraltar’s parlia-
ment said. “Gibraltar does
have to keep up with the
times, you cannot live in
the past,” said Jacqueline,
a Gibraltarian woman
who declined to give her
last name, on Friday
morning. REUTERS

Death toll in
Florida collapse
rises to four;
159 still missing
TERRY SPENCER &

ADRIANA GOMEZLICON
SURFSIDE, JUNE 25

ABOUT 160 people were still un-
accounted for Friday after an
oceanside condominium build-
ing collapsed into a smoldering
pile of rubble, and searchers us-
ing both heavy machinery and
their own hands to comb
through the shifting heap of con-
crete and metal feared the death
toll of four could soar.

With scores of firefighters
working overnight in Surfside to
reach any possible survivors from
under and atop the remains of
the 12-storey Champlain Towers
South, hopes rested on how
quickly crews using dogs and mi-
crophones could complete their
grim, yet delicate task.

“Any time that we hear a
sound, we concentrate in that
area,” Miami-Dade Assistant Fire
Chief Raide Jadallah said. “It could
be just steel twisting, it could be
debris raining down, but not
specifically sounds of tapping or
sounds of a human voice.”

Buffeted by gusty winds and
pelted by intermittent rain show-
ers, two heavy cranes began re-
moving debris from the pile us-
ing large claws Friday morning,
creating a din of crashing glass
and metal as they picked up ma-
terial and dumped it to the side.

Once the machines paused,
firefighters wearing protective
masks and carrying red buckets
climbed atop the pile to remove
smaller pieces by hand in hope of
finding spots where people might
be trapped. In a parking garage,
rescuers in knee-deep water used
power tools to cut into the build-
ing,according tovideoreleased by
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue. AP

PRIDE PARADE IN ISRAEL SEES HUGE TURNOUT

People participate in the annual Pride Parade in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Friday. Tens of thousands of
people attended the parade in one of the largest public gatherings held since the onset of Covid.
Israel fully reopened this spring after carrying out one of the world’s most successful vaccination
campaigns, butarecent outbreak driven by the Delta variant has raised concerns. Authorities
are once again requiring people to wear masks in indoor public places starting Friday AP

EU to Hungary’s Orban:
Respect LGBT rights or leave

SABINE SIEBOLD,
PHILIP BLENKINSOP &
GABRIELABACZYNSKA
BRUSSELS, JUNE 25

RESPECT LGBT rights or leave the
European Union, Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte told his
Hungarian counterpart as the
bloc’s leaders confronted Viktor
Orban over a law that bans
schools from using materials seen
as promoting homosexuality.
Several participants spoke of
the most intense personal clash
among the 27 EU leaders in years

Afghan leader of High Council for National Reconciliation
Abdullah Abdullah and President Ashraf Ghani with Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell on Capitol Hill. Reuters

Biden to meet Afghan
leaders as US troops
leave, fighting rages

JONATHANLANDAY
& STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, JUNE 25

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden meets
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
and his former political foe,
Abdullah Abdullah, on Friday to
discuss Washington’s support for
Afghanistan as the last US troops
pack up after 20 years of war and
government forces struggle tore-
pel Taliban advances.

The Oval Office meeting may
be as valuable to Ghani for its
symbolism as for any new US
help because it will be seen as af-
firming Biden’s support for the
beleaguered Afghan leader as he
confronts Taliban gains, bomb-
ings and assassinations, a surge

in Covid-19 cases and political
infighting in Kabul.

“Inviting Ghani here is a
pretty strong sign that we're
backing him,” said Ronald
Neumann, a former US ambas-
sador to Kabul.

Biden’s embrace, however,
comes only months after US offi-
cials were pressuring Ghani to step
aside for a transitional government
under a draft political accord that
they floated in a failed gambit to
break a stalemate in peace talks.

Biden’s meeting with Ghani
and Abdullah, chairman of the
High Council for National Recon-
ciliation, will focus on “ourongoing
commitment to the Afghan peo-
ple” and security forces, said White
House deputy press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre. ~ REUTERS

Orban in Brussels Friday. AP

on Thursday night.

“It was really forceful, a deep
feeling that this could not be. It
was about our values; this is
whatwe stand for,” Rutte told re-
porters on Friday.

“Isaid ‘Stop this, you must with-
draw the law and, if you don’t like
that and really say that the
European values are not your val-
ues, then you must think about
whethertoremainin the European
Union’.” French President
Emmanuel Macron called it a bat-
tle over civilisation and culture.

Hungary is now likely to face
alegal challenge at the EU’s high-
est court. Luxembourg Prime
Minister Xavier Bettel said
Budapest should also be subject
toanas-yetuntested procedure to
cut EU funding for those who vio-
late democratic rules. REUTERS

UK minister ‘sorry’ after
pictured kissing aide in
violation of virus protocol

PAUL SANDLE
LONDON, JUNE 25

BRITISH HEALTH Secretary Matt
Hancock apologised on Friday
for breaching social distancing
guidelines after pictures ap-
peared of him embracing his top
aide, and the Prime Minister
said he believed the matter was
now closed.

Photographs published on
the front page of the Sun showed
Hancock kissing the woman —a
friend hired for a taxpayer-
funded role — in his office.

“l accept that I breached the
social distancing guidance inthese
circumstances,” Hancock said.

UK Health
Secretary
Matt
Hancock

“I have let people down and
am very sorry. [ remain focused
on working to get the country
out of this pandemic, and would
be grateful for privacy for my
family on this personal matter.”

The photographs raised ques-
tions about Hancock’s judgment,
both in appointing a friend to a
taxpayer-funded role and in
breaking guidance imposed on
millions of people by Johnson’s
government. REUTERS

BELARUS

OprPN FIGURE MOVED TO HOUSE ARREST

A Belarusian opposition activist and his girlfriend, who were arrested after their airliner was
forced toland in the country’ capital of Minsk, have been transferred to house arrest, their
lawyer and parents said on Friday. Both the dissident, Roman Protasevich, and his Russian

. girlfriend, Sofia Sapega, were released fromjail as the EU imposed more sanctions on Belarus.

% UK probes new

8 Lambda variant

amid Delta surge

46%jump in Delta cases since last week

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JUNE 25

THE NUMBER of Delta variant
cases of Covid-19in the UK have
risen by 35,204 since last week
toatotal of 111,157, representing
a46 per centincrease, health of-
ficials said in the weekly report
released on Friday. Officials also
said they were investigating an-
other variant named Lambda.
Public Health England (PHE)
said of the total cases of the Delta
variant — first identified in India —
42 belong to the Delta AY.1 sub
lineage, dubbed Delta plus in
some quarters over fears of its
even greater transmissibility.
While the Delta variant now
accounts for approximately 95
per cent of cases that are se-
quenced across the UK, PHE said
both doses of a Covid-19 vaccine
continue to provide good protec-
tion against hospitalisations.
“Through the success of our
vaccination programme, data
suggest we have begun to break
the link between cases and hos-
pitalisations,” said Dr Jenny
Harries, Chief Executive of the
UK Health Security Agency.
“This is hugely encouraging
news, but we cannot become
complacent. Two doses of vaccine
are far more effective against
Covid-19 than a single dose, so
please make sure that you come
forward to get your second dose as
soon as you are invited,” she said.
“Whilstvaccines provide excellent
protection, they do not provide to-
tal protection, soitis still asimpor-

s

= New strain
=z d. .
= spreadingin
= ® S America
THE LAMBDA variant, consid-

ered a “variant of interest” by
the WHO, now accounts for
over 80% of new Covid cases
inPeru, and is also spreading
quickly in Chile, Argentina,
Brazil, Colombia, Mexico and
Ecuador. While experts say it
is possible the strain is more
easily transmissible, there is
still not enough data to con-
clude that it spreads more
quickly or is more dangerous
inany other way.

tantasever that we continue toex-
ercise caution,” she added.
Meanwhile, PHE said itadded
another variant, Lambda (C.37)
toits list of variants under inves-
tigation (VUI) on Wednesday due
to international expansion and
several notable mutations, in-
cluding L452Q and F490S. The
World Health Organisation
(WHO) classified Lambda as a
“variant of interest” on June 14.
Six cases of Lambda have
been identified across the coun-
try todate, all have been linked to
overseas travel. The earliest doc-
umented sample was reported in
Peru and Lambda has been se-
quenced in 26 countries to date.
PHE saiditis carrying out lab-
oratory testing to better under-
stand the impact of mutations on
the behaviour of the virus.  PTI

Brazil’s President Bolsonaro

Bolsonaro: Brazil
didn’t spend a
cent on Bharat
Biotech vaccine
deal under probe

REUTERS
BRASILIA, JUNE 25

PRESIDENT JAIR Bolsonaro on
Thursday said Brazil never paid
for or received any doses of a
coronavirus vaccine developed
by Indian company Bharat
Biotech, in response to allega-
tions of irregularities in a deal
that is under investigation.

Federal prosecutors and a
special Senate committee are in-
vestigating the deal for Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin shot, citing the
fact that the government struck
aspeedy agreement when offers
from Pfizer in 2020 at a lower
price were ignored at the time.

“We didn’t spend one cent
on Covaxin. We didn't receive
one dose of Covaxin. What sort
of corruption is this?”
Bolsonaro said. The president
pledged to take action if any
corruption was discovered in
his government.

Covaxin has yet to receive ap-
proval for public use, although it
has received permission to con-
duct a phase 3 clinical trial via a
Brazilian partner company.

On Wednesday, Bharat
Biotech said it had yet to provide
vaccine supplies to Brazil and has
been consistent and transparent
inits pricing with all governments.

First Covid-19 case may have emerged
in China in Oct 2019, study suggests

DAVID STANWAY
SHANGHAI, JUNE 25

THE VIRUS that causes Covid-19
could have started spreading in
China as early as October 2019,
two months before the first case
was identified in the central city
of Wuhan, a new study showed
on Friday.

Researchers from Britain’s
University of Kent used methods
from conservation science to es-
timate that SARS-CoV-2 firstap-
peared from early October to
mid-November 2019, according
toapaper published in the PLOS
Pathogens journal.

The most likely date for the
virus’ emergence was Nov 17,
2019, and it had probably al-

Wuhan earlier this year. Reuters

ready spread globally by January
2020, they estimated.

China’s first official Covid-19
case was in December 2019 and
was linked to Wuhan’s Huanan
seafood market.

A joint study published by
China and the World Health
Organisation at the end of March
acknowledged there could have
been sporadic human infections
before the Wuhan outbreak.

‘Dragon Man’ finding may add species to human family tree

CARLZIMMER
JUNE 25

SCIENTISTS ON Friday an-
nounced thatamassive fossilised
skull thatis atleast 140,000 years
old is a new species of ancient
human, a finding that could po-
tentially change scientists’ view
of how — and even where — our
species, Homo sapiens, evolved.

The skull belonged toamature
male who had a huge brain, mas-
sive browridges, deep seteyes and
abulbous nose. Itwashiddeninan

Adigital reconstruction of
the cranium nicknamed
"Dragon Man”. NYT

abandoned well for 85 years, after
alabourer came acrossitatacon-
structionssite in China.

The researchers named the
new species Homo longi and
gave it the nickname “Dragon
Man”, for the Dragon River re-
gion of northeast China where
the skull was discovered.

The team said that Homo
longi, and not the Neanderthals,
was the extinct human species
mostly closely related to our
own. If confirmed, that would
change how scientists envision
the origin of Homo sapiens.

But a number of experts dis-
puted this conclusion, published
in three papers that provided the

first detailed look at the fossil.
Nevertheless, all the experts who
reviewed the data in the studies
said it is a magnificent fossil.

In 1933, alabourer working at
a bridge construction site in the
city of Harbin discovered the pe-
culiar skull. It’s likely he recog-
nised he had found a scientifically
important specimen. Rather than
hand over the skull to Japanese
authorities who occupied north-
east China at the time, the
labourer chose to hide it. Shortly
before his death in 2018, he told
his family about the fossil. NYT

‘WHEN THE KING TRAVELS FOR MILES AND KNOCKS... THEN H1S WORDS ARE RESPECTED AND TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY’

Bhutan king treks across mountains to hold down Covid fatality count

GOPAL SHARMA
& RUPAM JAIN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 25

WEARING A baseball cap and
knee-length traditional Ghorobe,
carrying a backpack, Bhutan’s
king has walked through jungles
infested with leeches and snakes,
trekked mountains and quaran-
tined several times in a hotel in
the capital.

For 14 months, King Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck,
41, has been travelling by foot,
car and horse to remote ham-
lets to oversee measures to pro-
tect his tiny kingdom of
700,000 from the coronavirus

outbreak that has flared up in
neighbouring India.

The nation nestled between
India and China in the Eastern
Himalayas has a Covid-19 death
toll of just one.

“When the king travels for
miles and knocks ... to alert peo-
ple about the pandemic, then
his humble words are respected
and taken very seriously,” said
Lotay Tshering, the country’s
Prime Minister.

“His Majesty’s presence is far
more powerful thanjustissuing
public guidelines,” Tshering told
Reuters. His presence assures
people they are not alone in their
fight against the pandemic, the
PM said.

Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck has lunch
atasecurity outpost in Tempaling, Bhutan, in May. Reuters

Tshering, a practicing urolo-
gist, often accompanies the
Oxford-educated king for trips

near the porous border shared
with India, where a second wave
of the pandemic more than dou-

bled the death toll over the last
two months.

Bhutan became a constitu-
tional monarchy in 2008 when
the king relinquished his absolute
powers. But loyalty to the royal
family still dominates the nation’s
socio-political landscape.

In recent weeks, the king
walked for five days on a trail
passing through elevations of up
to4,343 metres to thank primary
health workers in remote areas.

Theking’s office declined a re-
quest for aninterview but his so-
cial media pages on Instagram
and Facebook showcase his work
and travels during the pandemic.

“Ourking's biggest fear is that
if the pandemic spreads like a

forest fire then our (nation)
could be wiped out,” said a sen-
ior palace official.

Afather of two boys, the king
checks into a hotel in capital
Thimphu to follow quarantine
protocols after every trip. Like
most of his subjects, he has re-
ceived one vaccination dose.

“(Theking) has beentoall high
risk border areas time and again
to monitor every measure put in
place and toensure best practices
are followed within limited re-
sources,” said Rui Paulo de Jesus,
the World Health Organisation
representative in Bhutan.

Bhutan, an ancient kingdom
sealed off to foreigners until the
1970s, has just one doctor avail-

able for every 2,000 people.
The borders of the scenic na-
tion are now shut again and do-
mesticlockdowns have beenim-
posed in some areas, while
screening and testing for Covid-
19 have been stepped up.
Prime Minister Tshering has
said Bhutan is looking to mix-
and-match vaccine doses be-
cause after inoculating 90% of its
eligible population with their
first dose of the AstraZeneca shot,
the nation ran out of supplies.
The deadline to administer
the second dose after a gap of
12 weeks is this month, and the
government is seeking other
supplies to deal with the
shortage. REUTERS

Inapaperreleased in preprint-
form this week, Jesse Bloom of the
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center in Seattle recovered
deleted sequencing data from
early Covid-19 cases in China.

The data showed that sam-
ples taken from the Huanan mar-
ket were “not representative” of
SARS-CoV-2 asawhole,and were
a variant of a progenitor se-
quence circulating earlier, which
spread to other parts of China.

The US National Institutes of
Health confirmed that the sam-
ples used in the study were sub-
mitted to the Sequence Read
Archive in March 2020 and later
deleted at the request of Chinese
investigators, who said they
would be updated and submitted
toanotherarchive. ~ REUTERS

Fire at Chinese
martial arts

centre Kkills 18,
mostly children

REUTERS
BEIJING, JUNE 25

A FIRE tore through a martial
arts training centre in China
during the early hours of Friday
morning, killing 18 people,
with one state media outlet
saying most of the dead were
children who were staying
there.

The blaze broke out at 3 am
and was later extinguished, the
government of Zhecheng
county, in Henan province, said
on its website. It was unclear
what caused the fire, which in-
jured 16 people, four of whom
were in serious condition, it said.

Most of the casualties were
students aged between 7 and 16
staying on the centre’s second
floor, the Beijing Youth Daily said
inareport that was later deleted
from its website.

In a social media post,
Zhonghong, a news outlet
backed by China’s state planner,
identified the centre as
Zhenxing Martial Arts Centre.
Neither Zhenxing or its founder,
Chen Lin, answered calls seek-
ing comment.

“My kid is 9 years old, but I
know nothing about his current
situation. We can’t see him or
visit him,” said Zheng, the father
of one of the children admitted
to hospital.
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SECTOR WATCH
PHARMACEUTICALS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

ONLINE MEDICAL store
PharmEasy has proposed to
acquire diagnostics services
chain Thyrocare Technologies
inadeal worthRs 6,334 crore.

API Holdings Ltd (API), the
parent firm of PharmEasy, an-
nounced the signing of defini-
tive documents toacquire 66.1
per cent stake in Thyrocare
from A Velumani and affiliates
atRs 1,300 per share. This stake
purchase is valued at Rs 4,546
crore. Besides, APl will acquire
an additional 26 per cent in
Thyrocare via a mandatory
open offer and is offering Rs
1,788 crore for the same.

Docon Technologies,a 100
per cent subsidiary of APl —
founded by Dharmil Sheth,
Dhaval Shah, Harsh Parekh,
Hardik Dedhia and Siddharth
Shah —will be the acquirerand
will make an open offer for an
additional 26 per cent stake.

Thyrocare shares soared by
6.23 percenttoRs 1,448.050n
the BSE on Friday.

Velumani will be sepa-
rately acquiring a minority
non-controlling stake of less
than5 percentin APl as part of
a series of equity investments
by existing and new investors
of APL. PharmEasy owns online

PharmEasy to
buy Thyrocare
in 30,334-cr deal

STAKEBUY OF 66.1% STAKE

4,546 cr

B API Holdings Ltd (API),
the parent firm of
PharmEasy, announced
the signing of definitive
documents to acquire 66.1
per cent stake in Thyrocare
from A Velumani and
affiliates at Rs 1,300 per
share. This stake purchase
isvalued at Rs 4,546 crore.

pharmacy and diagnostics
brand, RetaillO, a B2B pharma
marketplace and seller, and
DocOn, aleading consultation
and EMR platform.

The company has over 12
million consumers, network of
6,000 plus digital consultation
clinics and 90,000 partner re-
tailers across the country.
Thyrocare is the largest B2B
playerin the diagnostics space.

Siddharth Shah, CEO, API
Holdings said, “We will provide
world class customer experi-
enceindiagnostics, rivallingour
pharmacy experience by ...
buildingonthe truly pan-India
presence of Thyrocare.”A
Velumani, Chairman & MD,
Thyrocare, said, “ am excited
about this relationship, unique
inIndian healthcare industry.”

FM to US investors: Cash
in on recent reforms

New Delhi: Continuous reforms
make India a great place to do
business in, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman asserted on
Thursday, as she called on
American investors to cash in on
new opportunities arising out of
New Delhi’s recent FDI reforms,
the roll-out of performance-
linked incentive (PLI) schemes
and the privatisation policy.
Despite the damage caused by
the Covid-19 pandemic, India’s fis-
cal situation is under control and
expected to improve further, the
minister asserted. She was ad-
dressing avirtual global investors
roundtable, organised by the US-

— BRIEFLY —
FAME extended

New Delhi: The government
Friday said it has extended
the second phase of FAME
(Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles) India scheme by
twoyears till March 31,2024.

BhargavaonPLI

Kolkata: The Production-Li-
nked Incentive (PLI)scheme
toramp up large-scale man-
ufacturing capacity does not
compensate for obstaclesin
an uncompetitive business
environment, Maruti Suzuki
chairman R CBhargava said.

NCAER onGDP

New Delhi The National
Council of Applied Economic
Research expects the econ-
omy togrow 84-10.1 per cent
for the current fiscal, as
against a contraction of 7.3
per cent in the last fiscal.

PNB HFL meet

New Delhi: At the EGM of
PNBHousingFinance Ltd on
Tuesday, shareholders pas-
sed with requisite majority
resolutions onappointment
of Hardayal Prasad as man-
aging director and CEO and
re-appointments of others
on the board.

ESIC payroll data

New Delhi: Around 10.41
lakh new members joined
the Employees’ State
Insurance  Corporation
(ESIC)-run social security
scheme in April, official data
showed on Friday. PTI

June = 2027
-

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman during the

AADHAAR-PAN LINKAGE DEADLINE EXTENDED TO SEPT 30

Taxrelief on ex-gratia for Covid
deaths, aid fortreatment costs

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

IN LIGHT of the second Covid
wave’s impact on the economy,
the government on Friday an-
nounced income tax exemp-
tions for monetary aids re-
ceived by people for
coronavirus treatment. It also
gave tax exemption to ex-gra-
tia received by kin of the de-
ceased — if received from em-
ployers, the exemption is
available without any upper
limit, and, in case received from
others, the waiver will be avail-
able up to Rs 10 lakh.

“In order to ensure that no
income tax liability arises on
this account, it has been de-
cided to provide income-tax
exemption to the amount re-
ceived by a taxpayer for med-
ical treatment from employer
or from any person for treat-
ment of Covid-19 during FY20
and subsequent years,” the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) said in a statement.

“It has been decided to pro-
vide income-tax exemption to
ex-gratia payment received by

EXPLAINED

Easing compliance
burden for
® taxpayers

to September 30, 2021.

IN VIEW of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, taxpay-
ers are facing inconvenience in meeting certain tax com-
pliances and also in filing response to various notices.
Among a host of due date extensions, the CBDT extended
the last date of linkage of Aadhaar with PAN under, which
was earlier extended to June 30,2021 is further extended

family members of a person
from the employer of such per-
son or from other person on the
death of the person on account
of Covid-19 during FY20 and
subsequent years.

“The exemption shall be al-
lowed without any limit for the
amount received from the em-
ployer and the exemption shall
be limited to Rs 10 lakh in ag-
gregate for the amount re-
ceived from any other persons,”
itadded.

Many taxpayers have re-
ceived financial help from their

‘Higher fuel sales can help govt
cut cess without revenue loss’

Arise in petrol and diesel consumption can help the
government cut cesses on the fuels by Rs 4.5 a litre without
impacting revenue collections of FY21, an Icra report said

ool

¥40,000cr

Estimated revenue for
governmentin FY22 via higher
collections of cess, in case of:
W 14%rise in petrol
consumption

M 10%rise in diesel

CONTAININGINFLATION:

If the government chooses to
forego thisadditional cess
collectionof Rs 40,000 crore, it
canreducecesses by Rs 4.5 per
litre, and help contain theinflation
situation which has breached the
RBI'stargetbandin May

employers and well-wishers
for meeting their expenses
incurred for treatment of
Covid-19.

Necessary legislative
amendments for the decisions
shall be proposed in due course
of time, it added.

In view of the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic, taxpayers
are facing inconvenience in
meeting certain tax compli-
ances and also in filing re-
sponse to various notices.

It also extended the due
date of various compliances, in-

OTHERKEY DECISIONS

M Last date of payment
under Vivad se Vishwas
(without additional
amount)whichwas
earlier extended to
June 30,2021 is further
extended to August 31

M Last date of payment
under Vivad se Vishwas
(with additional
amount) hasbeen
notified as October 31

cluding the last date of linkage
of Aadhaar with PAN from June
30 to September 30, 2021 as
well as last date for payment
under Vivad se Vishwas by
2-4 months.

The last date of payment of
amount under Vivad se
Vishwas (without additional
amount) which was earlier ex-
tended to June 30, 2021 is fur-
ther extended to August 31,
2021.Last date of payment un-
der Vivad se Vishwas (with ad-
ditional amount) has been no-
tified as October 31, 2021.

International market data till 1900 IST

Curbs on PMC Bank
extended till Dec 31

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has extended the directions ear-
lier imposed on Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-operative Bank
(PMCBank)till December 31. The
central bank recently gave in-
principle nod to Centrum Group
to set up a small finance bank to
acquire the crisis-hit PMC Bank.
“Taking into account the time
required for completion of various
activities involved in the process,
it is considered necessary to ex-
tend the aforesaid Directions.
“Accordingly, it is hereby noti-
fied for the information of the
public that the validity of the
aforesaid Directive dated
September 23, 2019, as modified
from time to time, has been ex-
tended for a further period from
July 1,2021 to December 31,2021,
subject to review,” the RBI said.
As of March 2020, the latest
dataavailable, PMCBankhadade-
posit base of Rs 10,727 crore and
loans worth Rs 4,473 crore. The
share capital of the bank is Rs
292.94 crore. However, it regis-
tered a net loss of Rs 6,835 crore
during 2019-20 and has a nega-
tive net worth of Rs 5,850.61 crore.
PMCBankis under regulatory
restrictions after the RBI found out
financial irregularities in its func-
tioning as well as hiding and class-

RBI notifies
criteria for top
posts in UCBs

Mumbai: The RBI on Friday
prescribed educational qual-
ifications and ‘fitand proper’
criteria for managing direc-
tors (MDs) and whole-time
directors(WTDs)of primary
urban cooperative banks and
barred MPs and MLAs from
such posts. The person shou-
Idn’tbe below 35 yearsof age
orover 70 years,and should
have qualificationsin finance
discipline. it added. PTI

ification of loans given to Housing
Development Infrastructure Ltd
(HDIL). The bank has an exposure
of overRs 6,200 crore toHDIL. The
RBI has superseded the board of
the bank and appointed an ad-
ministrator in September 2019.
Last year in November, the
bank came out with an Eol (ex-
pression of interest) to identify a
suitable equity investor/group of
investors willing to take over
management control, so as to re-
vive the bank and commence its
day-to-day operations. Bharat Pe
and Centrum Group reportedly
submitted a joint Eol to the
Reserve Bank to collectively take
over the troubled PMC Bank.

EGMs can continue to be socially distant till
year-end, key decisions may be taken online

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25

COMPANIES WILL be able to
continue holding extraordinary
general meetings (EGMs) and
take key decisions via video
conferencing (VC) till
December 31, according toa no-
tification issued by the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs (MCA).
The government had in
April last year permitted com-
panies to hold EGMs through
VCor other audio visual means
in light of the Covid-19 pan-
demic while also requiring that

TOKEEP RECORDED
TRANSCRIPTS

B Companies opting to
hold extraordinary
general meetings
through VCs or other
audio visual means are
required to maintain
recorded transcripts of
proceedings in such
meetings with public
companies

such meetings follow pre-
scribed guidelines aimed at en-

suring transparency and
protecting the rights of share-
holders.

Experts noted that the move
to extend this right would help
allow companies to make im-
portant decisions quickly as
companies continue to deal
with the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

“The amendment by the
MCA is awelcome moveinline
with the changing times and
needs of businesses and profes-
sionals. This is one more step
towards ease of doing business
inIndia and will help in remov-
ing administrative bottlenecks

and result in swift decision
making by companies and their
boards,” said Khazat Kotwal,
partner, Deloitte India.

Companies opting to hold
EGMs through VCs or other au-
dio visual means are required
to maintain recorded tran-
scripts of proceedings in such
meetings with public compa-
nies, and, additionally being re-
quired to host such transcripts
on their websites.

Companies are also re-
quired to file any resolutions
passed in such meetings before
the Registrar of Companies
within 60 days.

'l'ﬁf:i ™

OSBI

virtual meeting with US
investors. via Twitter

India Strategic Partnership Forum

consumption

Cess as revenue generating tool: The cess was introduced in
early 2020 as a tool of generating additional revenue amid a
steep fall in global crude prices

Source: Icra Ratings/PTI
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Fake reviews of goods: UK
probes Amazon, Google

REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE25

BRITAIN'S COMPETITION regulator started
a formal investigation on Friday into
whether Amazon and Google may not
have done enough to prevent or remove
fake reviews. Along with regulatorsin the
United States and the European Union, the
Competition and Markets Authority
(CMA) has stepped up its scrutiny of big
tech firms in recent years.

The British regulator said it will gather
more information to decide if the firms
may have broken consumer law by taking
insufficient action to protect shoppers.
Both Google and Amazon said they were
continuing to assist the CMA.

CMA action last year over the trading

of fake reviews resulted in Facebook,
Instagram and eBay removing groups and
banningindividuals for buying and selling
fake reviews on their sites.

Google said on Thursday it would de-
lay blocking tracking cookies on its
Chrome browser following intervention
by the CMA. The CMA started its investi-
gation into reviews in May 2020, focusing
on the internal systems and processes of
several platforms for identifying and deal-
ing with fake reviews.

“Our worry is that millions of online
shoppers could be misled by reading fake
reviews and then spending their money
based on those recommendations,” CMA
Chief Executive Andrea Coscelli said.

The CMA said it has not reached a view
on whether Amazon and Alphabet’s
Google have broken the law.

FB rejects talks with Australia
publisher, may test online law

REUTERS
SYDNEY,JUNE 25

AUSTRALIA’'S COMPETITION watchdog is
looking into a claim that Facebook Inc re-
fused a publisher’s request to negotiate a li-
censing deal, the regulator told Reuters, set-
ting the stage for the first test of the world’s
toughest online content law.

The Conversation, which publishes cur-
rent affairs commentary by academics,
said it asked Facebook to begin talks as re-
quired under new Australian legislation
that requires the social media firm and
Alphabet Inc’s Google to negotiate con-
tent-supply deals with media outlets.

Facebook declined without giving a
reason, The Conversation said, even
though the publisher was among the
first in Australia to secure a similar deal
with Google.

The knockback could present
the first test of a controversial
mechanism unique to
Australia’s effort to claw back
advertising dollars from
Google and Facebook

The knockback could present the first
test of a controversial mechanismunique to
Australia’s effort to claw back advertising
dollars from Google and Facebook: if they
refuse to negotiate licence fees with pub-
lishers, a government-appointed arbitra-
tor may stepin.

Facebook’s head of news partnerships
for Australia, Andrew Hunter, said it was
“focused on concluding commercial deals
with arange of Australian publishers”.
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= GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
aﬁ@% TAMILNADU SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
= INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
E-Procurement Notice
(One Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Bid No.: E1/2835/2020 Date: 24.06.2021

1. The Government of India has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of Tamil Nadu
Sustainable Urban Development Project and intends to apply a part of the funds to cover eligible
payments under the contracts for construction of works as detailed below.

2. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedures agreed with the World
Bank. Bidding is open to all eligible bidders as defined in the World Bank's Guidelines: Procurement
of Goods, Works and Non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by
World Bank Borrowers, January 2011.

3. Bidders from India should, however, be registered with the Government of Tamilnadu or other State
Governments/Government of India, or State/Central Government Undertakings. Bidders from India,
who are not registered as above, on the date of bidding, can also participate provided they get
themselves registered by the time of contract signing, if they become successful bidders. Bidders
are advised to note the clauses on eligibility (Section | Clause 4) and minimum qualification
criteria (Section Il — Evaluation and Qualification Criteria), to qualify for the award of the
contract. In addition, please refer to paragraphs 1.6 and 1.7 of the World Bank's Guidelines setting
forth the World Bank's policy on conflict of interest.

4. The Commissioner, Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation, invites online bids for the construction
of works detailed below in the table. The bidders may submit bids for any or all of the works indicated
therein.

5. Bidding documents are available online on www.tntenders.gov.in from 24.06.2021 to 27.07.2021 at
free of cost.

6. For submission of the bid, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one
of the Certifying Authorities authorised by Government of India for issuing DSC. Aspiring bidders who
have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-procurement in this Project, may
obtain the same from the website: www.tntenders.gov.in at free of cost.

7. AllBids must be accompanied by a bid security of the amount specified for the work in the table below,
drawn in favour of The Commissioner, Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation Bid security will have
to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding document and shall have to be valid for 45
days beyond the validity of the bid. Procedure for submission of bid security is described in Para 9.

8. Bids must be submitted online on www.tntenders.gov.in on or before 15:00 hours on 27.07.2021
and will be opened online on 30.07.2021 at 15:30 hours. Any bid or modifications to bid (including
discount) received outside e-procurement system will not be considered. If the office happens to be
closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day
atthe same time. The electronic bidding system would not allow any late submission of bids.

9. The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand drafts towards the cost of bid document and
registration on e-procurement website (if not previously registered); (b) original bid security in
approved form; and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid
document with The Commissioner, Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation, Municipal Office
Road, Tiruppur-641604, Tamilnadu before the opening of the Bid i.e. before 30.07.2021, either by
registered post/speed post/courier or by hand, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive
and will not be opened.

10. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 06.07.2021 at 15:00 hrs. at the office of The Commissioner,
Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation to clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter
that may be raised at that stage as stated in ITB Clause 7.4 of 'Instructions to Bidders' of the bidding
document. Bidders are advised to download the bidding document prior to the pre-bid meeting in
order for bidders to have a good understanding of the scope of work under this contract for discussion
and clarification at the pre-bid meeting.

.Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any

delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the
bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the
bidder. Itis the bidders' responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to this bid.

N
jry

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Networking & Communication Department, State Bank Global IT-Centre,
Sec-11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai-400 614

RFPNO: SBI/GITC/NW & Comm./2021/2022/775
Bids are invited by State Bank of India from the eligible bidders
for Procurement of dedicated Internet Leased Line (ILL) Connectivity with
DDoS Scrubbing Services and High Availability at Data Centres of State Bank
of India. For details, please visit 'Procurement news' at https://www.sbi.co.in
and e-Procurement agency portal https:/etender.sbi/SBI/
Commencement of download of RFP: From 25/06/2021.
Last date and time for submission of bids: 20/07/2021upto 15:30hrs.
Networking & Communication Department

DATED: 25/06/2021

E-TENDERING
OF CYCLONE AFFECTED SCRAP OF BUILDING, MACHINERY & OTHERS

On line e-Tender is available on www.matexnet.com for material of M/s.
Ultratech Cement Ltd. from interested buyers for disposal of Cyclone
Affected Items Consisting MS, GI Aluminum Scrap, Machinery Scrap,
Light Scrap, etc. strictly on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” in possession of
M/s. UltraTech Cement Ltd. and lying at following two different locations
(i) Narmada Cement Jafarabad Works (NCJW), Village Babarkot, Taluka
Jafrabad, Dist. Amreli, Gujarat-365540 and (ji) Gujarat Cement Works
(GCW), Village Kovaya, Taluka Rajula Dist. Amreli, Gujarat-365541.
Buyers would be able to bid multiple times as per tender condition on
the day of e-tendering. Refer terms & conditions mentioned on
www.matexnet.com

The contact person is (i) Mr. Alpesh Patel, Mobile No.9428490016,
Mr. Bhavesh Joshi — 8347006430 at NCJW JFD site & (i) Mr. Vinod
Sharma, Mobile n0.9887482122 / Mr. Dharmendrasinh Vaghela Mobile
n0.9723553719 at GCW.

Inspection of salvage at Site: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM (Except Sunday)
(with prior appointment) From 26 June 2021 to 03 July 2021 Till 2:00PM
e-tender bidding will be enabled on 05" July 2021, from 02:00 PM to 04:00 PM
Contact details of M/s Matexnet: 7305081261

TABLE 01.07.2021 at 11.00 AM through video conference and the
Pack Bid | Costof |Period of link will be intimated to such of those whose requests are
age Name of Work Security * |Document| Comple ) .
No (Rs.) (Rs.) tion received through mail.
! 2 8 4 5 Sd/- Commissioner
2ndCall Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation Department
Relaying, Renewal & Restoration of BT Road in Ward 6 DIPR/DDU/RO. No. 672/2021-22
1 |No.1, 4, 5,6, 8, 9,11,14, Construction of SWD, Culvert & 2,49,400/-| ~ Nil |\ > COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE
Relaying of BT Surface in Ward No. 3, 7, 10 & 15 in « 6Feet Il Maintain
Wear
Tiruppur Corporation under Package No-1. FO||OW Physical Hand
Mask ¥ @ -
DIPR/ 1850 /TENDER/2021 Commissioner, Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation Distancing o~ Hygiene

Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation Department

2nd floor, KHB Complex, Cauvery Bhavan,
K.G Road, Bengaluru-560009
Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation Department,
Government of Karnataka is implementing Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) an ambitious programme to provide 55 LPCD
safe drinking water through functional household tap
connections to all the rural households in the state. In this
regard comprehensive bulk water supply schemes are
proposed to be taken up across the state of Karnataka and
the department intends to have an interactive session with
the prospective bidders willing to be part of Jal Jeevan
Mission. Those interested may send their requests to e-mail
id cerws14@gmail.com and contact 080-22533700 for
any queries. The interactive session will be held on

Pune



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JUNE 26,2021

SPORT

JUDOKA SUSHILA DEVI QUALIFIES FOR OLYMPICS

A ‘no-spectator games’ remains an option for the Tokyo Olympics, which open officially in
just four weeks, the president of the Tokyo Olympic organizing committee said Friday.
The admission by Seiko Hashimoto comes only four days after she announced on
Monday that up to 10,000 local fans would be allowed into venues with numbers not to
exceed 50% of venue capacity regardless of indoor or outdoor events. AP

— BRIEFLY —

Bajranginjures knee
during preparatory
tournamentin Russia

Kaspiysk: Forty-two days before his first
bout at the Tokyo Olympics, Indian
wrestler Bajrang Punia hobbled offthe
mat, clutching his right knee and for-
feited his semifinal in the Ali Aliev
wrestling tournament in Kaspiysk,
Russia, on Friday. Bajrang suffered the
injury 1 minute
and 8 seconds
into his last-four
encounter
against Russia’s
Abdulmazhid
Kudiev. A tour-
nament doctor
attended to him
butBajrang, who
appeared tobein
considerable
pain and dis-
comfort, was notable to continue fight-
ing. Bajrang’s coach Shako Bentinidis
played down the concerns, saying the
injury isn't serious. Bajrang, one of
India’s biggest medal prospects for the
Games, has been training in Russia
since last month. Asa partofhis prepa-
rations, he took part in the Ali Aliev
Memorial, considered one of the
biggest tournaments in Russia. He pro-
duced a stunning performance to beat
Olympic-bound wrestler, Kazakhstan's
Daulet Niyazbekov, 9-0 in the quarter-
finals.The semifinal between Bajrang
and Kudiev began on alively note with
both wrestlers havinga go ateach other,
but alittle more thana minute into the
bout, the Russian caught hold of
Bajrang’s right leg and executed two
back-to-back two-point throws. While
that gave Kudiev a 4-0 lead, it looked
like Bajrang injured his knee duringone
of those moves. The referee promptly
stopped the bout and as Bajrang lay flat
on his back, writhing in pain, a doctor
was called on the mat to treat him.After
a brief consultation, the Indian con-
ceded the bout. “He is fine and normal.
He has been given pain-killing injec-
tion. It does not look serious, he should
be okay,” Bajrang’s Georgian coach

Bajrang Punia

Bentinidis told PTI from Russia. ENS
Athletes training
abroad exempt from

Olympic restrictions

New Delhi: India's Olympic-bound ath-
letes, who are training abroad right now
and scheduled to reach Tokyo directly
from their current bases, will not face
the stricter restrictions that have been
putin place for those travelling from the
country, Deputy Chef de Mission Prem
Verma said. While the Indian contin-
gent will be allowed to train during
their three-day on-arrival quarantine,
they won'tbe allowed to meet athletes
from other countries during the hard
quarantine. "Indian athletes preparing
for the Games overseas and reaching
Tokyo directly would not face the re-
strictions applicable to those who have
beenresiding in India for 14 days before

departure,” Vermawas quoted.  PTI

T20 World Cup
to be held in UAE
from October 17

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, JUNE 25

Out-of-the-box skill

Long-range attempts and goals are rare these days, but when successful provide thrill and great adrenaline rush

SANDIPG
JUNE 25

ITTOOK exactly 4.6 seconds for Czech Republic
striker Patrik Schick to achieve cult status in
European Championship folklore. The time be-
tween him receiving the ball inside his own
half, rushing towards the half-line and hoof-
ing the ball across 49.7 yards over a frantically
back-pedalling Scotland goalkeeper David
Marshall, who ended up comically tangled in
the mesh, like a captured tiger. It was in a
metaphorical sense, his shot to glory. Froman
anonymous striker in the Bundesliga, rejected
numerous times by the heavyweights, the goal
instantly made Schick the rising star of Europe,
inundated with suitors queuing up and will-
ing toexpend any incredulous sum his current
employers, Bayer Leverkusen, demand in ex-
change for his signature.

Even before the Euros has rolled into the
knockout stage, Schick strike, the longest-
ranger in the history of the continental cham-
pionships, is being hailed as the goal of the
tournament. It's unlikely that the distance he
covered would be replicated in this tourna-
ment, by even Schick himself. Itis hard toattain
perfection once, let alone twice. The technical
demands involved in such goals are stratos-
pheric. For this precise reason, it’simprobable
that such long-rangers would turn out to be
fashionable in the tournament, evenif there is
asudden surge in shies and goals from outside
the box, as a shock weapon to catch defending
teams off guard.

Since that game, there have been 41 ef-
forts from outside the box in 29 games, of
which 12 pierced the nets. The low hitting
and conversion rates probably explain why
there are fewer shots on goals from outside
the box as well as why a minority of the at-
tempts indeed result in a goal. Out-of-the-
box hits are rare, out-of-the-box hits that
result in goals are rarer. Apart from
supreme technique, power, accuracy and
split-second decision-making, one needs
confidence and ambition too.

Fewer goals though provide as much spon-
taneous thrill as those from the distance. A
dribbler winkling pastamaze of legs could be-
witch you; a winger’s welting run from the
half-line to the six-yard box could confiscate
your breath and give lung spasms; a poacher’s
strike has a calculated inevitability about it, but
long-rangers could make your spine shiver and
the hairon the back of the neck doalittle dance
even when watching it on a loop. A double
surge of adrenalin.

The best from downtown

Not just the Schick goal, but those from
Luka Modric, the high priest of long-rangers,
Ukraine’s Andriy Yarmolenko against the
Dutch, or Denmark’s Mikkel Damsgaard
against the Russians - to name but a few of the
pearlers. They go by different names, but ad-
hering to strict rhyme patterns —pearlers (usu-
ally volleys and involving acrobatics), scream-
ers (powerful and slamming into the top
corner), pile-drivers (flat and straight), daisy-
cutters (all along the ground), curlers (those
with wicked swerve) or hoofers (ultra-long-
range ones thatare hit high). Some are synony-
mous but each has a slightly different conno-
tation. Some have a mix of more than one
attribute.

Each remains stamped in memory, even if
more beautiful or difficult goals have been

scored in a tournament. Four of the 10 best
goals of the group stage were from outside the
box, as per a public poll on the UEFA website.
Schick’s was consensually the first on the list
(a hoofer), the second was Modric’s pearler
against Scotland, which was even more diffi-
cult to pull off because it was struck with the
outside of the boot, so that the ball whirled
away before it swirled in, a level of mastery
only the best of technicians could master.
Yarmolenko’s was a textbook curler, from the
edge of the box, left-footed, and crashing into
the far corner. Damsgaard’s was a screamer
while his teammate Andreas Christensen’s
goal in the same game was a stinging pile-
driver. As was Italian Manuel Locatelli’s second
against Switzerland.

Catching defences cold

Anaccurately struck long-ranger has many
advantages. It could catch a defence cold, es-
pecially during defensive transitions, when the
goalkeeper and defenders are realigning into
shape,and hence are not well positioned tore-
pel the ball. It's so powerfully hit that it gives
goalkeepers’less time torespond, one doesn’t
need to wriggle through congested alleys in-
side the box. The striker (not the position but
the role) is in acres of space and often with a
clear sight of goal to fire his shot.

But there are difficulties too. The striker gets
just one- hundredth of a second to make up
his mind, decide where to shoot and how to
shoot, before being converged upon and tack-
led into submission by defenders. In this age
of zonal marking, when no player is left iso-
lated, when teams press and pass in groups,
finding space is incredibly difficult.

It’s perhaps the reason most long-range
specialists are instinctive hitters of the ball.
One sees the same names popping up re-
peatedly in the list of all-time great long-
rangers. Modric’s name will be mentioned
multiple times in any list. As could the
names of Schick, Yarmolenko and Gareth
Bale. Some are just remembered for the
knack of finding the net from back and be-
yond. Like Spain’s Roger Garcia, who during
a12-month period in 2002-03, struck three
goals from inside his own half. Or Ronnie
Radford, whose goal for Hereford against
Newcastle United in 1972 is still considered
the best in FA Cup history.

An art out of favour

But why attempt long-rangers when there
are more reliable, less risk-fraught routes, to
score goals? Even the best favour the much-
trodden paths. Of the 778 goals Lionel Messi
has scored for Barcelona, only 67 have arrived
from outside the box. His great rival Cristiano
Ronaldo’s tally is 46 of 674 goals.

There has been stigma too — it's viewed as
a staple of the lower leagues, needing power
than finesse. When placed alongside the great-
est swerving volleys, delicate chips and flow-
ing team goals, it's just someone kicking a ball
quite along way, quite accurately. It's discour-
aged by managers in this era of possession and
pressing game when a long-distance punt is
considered a careless wastage of possession.
Areason, perhaps, 52 of Messi's goals from out
of the box have arrived in the last five seasons
when Barcelona have completely divorced
from tiki-taka.

Yet, when a long-ranger zooms into the
backof the net, it produces a surge of thrill un-
rivalled in football. And as Schick’s goal would
testify, a shot into footballing folklore.

On target from a distance

Goals from long range are as hard as they come, but this European Championship had a fair share of it
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The Croatian talisman gota Yarmolenko played a one- Italy had several shots from He was prowling on the
pass from the left,droppeda  twoontherightandthencut  closerange denied,soNicolo edge of the box, almost

shoulder to confuse his
marker, shifted the ball a
little to the right, and curled

anunstoppable shotintothe  bendingbackinto the net ball, which Locatellispeared  and unleashed a zipping
top left corner with the past the flailing gloves of the straight and firm into the shot that dipped into the
outside of his right boot. goalkeeper. bottom left corner. top corner.

infield before curling a shot
into the top corner. Initially, it
looked heading wide before

Barella, from the edge of the
box on the right, fed
Locatelli with a sumptuous

1. PATRIK SCHICK: 49.7 YARDS

(Czech Republic vs Scotland)

Most of the Scots were inside Czech
Republic’s box when Schick received a
pass from deep inside his own
territory. He sped just past the half-
line and seeing that goalkeeper David
Marshall was way outside his cage,
unfurled a high chip over his head and
into the goal.

centrally, when he got a
pass. He took a touch,
shifted a little to the inside

Long-distance merchants against
stubborndefence

ATTEMPTING GOALS from long range
was not an alternative plan for the Danes
but their foremost one. Their talisman,
Christian Eriksen, is one of its finest pur-
veyors, having netted more goals from
outside the box than all but Lionel Messi
over the last eight years. Though Eriksen
has exited the tournament, that has not
derailed their plan. Denmark
have a host of other players
who could power thunder-
ous shots from distance.
Two of their four goals
against Russia came via
strikes from outside the box.
Three times, their efforts
eluded the post by a thread-
bare margin. Inevitably, their first goal,
scored by Denmark’s youngest ever
scorer at the European Championship,
Mikkel Damsgaard (21), was from nearly
25 yards, a shot of shuddering brilliance.
The third, by Andreas Christensen, was a
belter too. Another, struck ferociously by
Pierre-Emile Hajbjerg, just about eluded

EXPLAINED

the far corner. The Premier League faith-

ful would vouch for the long-range effec-

tiveness of both Hgjbjerg and
Christensen.

So, rest assured that they would un-
leash vicious projectiles against Wales,
though the latter’s defensive unit would
be difficult to break. Unlike Russia, they

have an organised and con-
servative backline, which is
difficult to dismember. Their
full-backs don’t venture up-
front — they have quick-
heeled wingers for that —
and evenif they do - quickly
@  trackback. They don't neces-
sarily park the bus, but when
defending, they are joined by their at-
tackers and literally block out all lines of
attack. They attack the ball relentlessly
and do not mind flinging their bodies
around either, like typical British sides of
the past. Besides, they are a team that’s
happy without possession, but devastat-
ing when counterattacking.

likely

THE T20 World Cup s likely to start on October 17 in UAE, with the
final on November 14. The Indian cricket board will be informing the
International Cricket Council (ICC) about its decision to shift the 16-
nation tournament to the UAE in its next meeting.

Three venues in UAE - Abu Dhabi,
Sharjah and Dubai - will host the T20
World Cup games, with Oman hosting
the qualifiers.

The BCCI wanted to host the T20
World CupinIndiabut twoissues came
intheway.Itis learnt that they didn't get
any tax exemption from the Indian gov-
ernment. Also the BCCI wasn't sure
about how keen international players
would be to return to India after the IPL

was suspended because of Covid-19 cases in the bio-bubble in the

beginning of May.

Duringavirtual meeting with all state associations a few weeks
ago, the board members were informed by BCCl office bearers that
by shifting T20 World Cup to UAE , the board will save around 41
percent of total earnings. If T20 World Cup happens in India then

board will have to pay hefty tax.

The BCCI hadn't received tax exemptions when they hosted T20

World Cupin2016.

With the new Delta variant being detected in India, the board

doesn't want to take any risks.

The BCCI had already planned UAE as back up, with Oman to

BIG
SAVINGS

host the qualifiers. The board last month had even blocked hotel
rooms and in conjunction with ICC had approached Oman Cricket

Board to come on board.

With T20 World Cup happening almost immediately after IPL,
the BCCl feels players transit will be much easier if it's held in UAE.
Also, there won't be any issues with quarantine for those players
who will be joining their respective national teams after.
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Record-chasing Italians
set to face Austria

London: THE ITALIANS have become one of
the favorites at the European
Championship after winning all three of
their games in the group stage, scoring
seven goals and conceding none Those
three victories at Euro 2020 extended the
teams unbeaten streak under coach
Roberto Mancini to 30 games, matching
the previous record set in the 1930s.

Austria which has reached the round of
16 at the tournament for the first time, will
get its chance on Saturday at Wembley
Stadium.

Besides the unbeaten streak Italy will
also be trying to set another record. The
team has not conceded a goal in 11
matches, a total of 1055 minutes. If Austria
fails to score, Italy will surpass the record
of 1143 minutes set between 1972 and
1974.

PLAYING TONIGHT

M Wales vs Denmark, 9:30 PM

M Italy vs Austria, 12:30 AM
Live on Sony Network
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