
VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI, JUNE25

WITHMAHARASHTRA report-
ingatleast20casesofDelta-plus
variant of the coronavirus, in-
cludingadeath inRatnagiri, the
state government announced
stricterunlockingrulesonFriday.
On June 4, the government

had announced a five-level un-
lockplanbasedonpositivityrate
andoccupancyofoxygenbeds–
withLevel-1havingthemostre-
laxations, and Level-5 themost
restrictions.
Butaccordingtothenewor-

der,thefirsttwolevels,whichal-
lowed shops to remainopen till
night, have been scrapped. All
districtswillhaveto implement

at least Level-3orabove restric-
tions. The new rules will come
intoeffect fromMonday.

“Even if the bed occupancy
and positivity rate iswithin the
limits, we don’t want to take a

chance due to the Delta-plus
variantwhichismoretransmis-
sible.Sonow,Level-3andabove
restrictionswillbeapplicable in
all districts till the situation im-
proves,” said Chief Secretary
Sitaram Kunte, who issued the
neworder.
Till June 20, Level-1 restric-

tionswereinplacein15districts
andtwomunicipalcorporations,
andLevel-2 in fourdistricts and
fourmunicipal corporations.
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KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,JUNE25

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)onFridayconductedsearches
at former Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh's resi-
dence inNagpur in connection
with itsmoney launderingprobe
againsthim.
SourcessaidtheEDhasestab-

lishedamoneytrail of Rs4crore,
allegedly paid by about 10 bar
ownersinMumbaitoDeshmukh
over threemonths. Basedon the
newfindings, theEDcarriedout
searchesatfourlocations, includ-
ingDeshmukh's residence, and
thepremisesofhispersonalassis-
tantKundanShindeandpersonal
secretary Sanjeev Palande.

Later in theday, both Shinde
andPalandeweretakentotheED's
officeatBallardEstateinMumbai
for questioning. Theanti-money
laundering agencyhas recorded
thestatementsofover10barown-
ersinconnectionwiththecase.
OnApril 25, the EDhad also

searchedtheNagpurresidenceof
Sagar Bhatewar, a close aide of

Deshmukhwho isalsoadirector
of several firms controlled by
Deshmukh'sfamily.
TheEDprobeintoDeshmukh's

financialtransactionsisinlinewith
theCBIprobeintoformerMumbai
Police Commissioner ParamBir
Singh's allegationsof corruption
againsttheNCPleader.
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ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE25

EVEN AS the Phase-3 trials of
Covovax, the Indian version of
US-based Novavax Inc-devel-
oped vaccine began on June 18,
SerumInstituteof India(SII)au-
thorities said theywill also ap-
ply for permission from the
Drug Controller and General of
India(DCGI)toconductaclinical
trial of the same among paedi-
atricpopulation.
CovovaxisthesecondCovid-

19 vaccine candidate, which is
being developed andmanufac-
turedatPune-basedSII.
AdarPoonawalla,CEOof SII,

tweeted on Friday: “A new
milestone has been reached.

This week we began our first
batch of Covovax (a Covid-19
vaccinedevelopedbyNovavax).
Excited to witness the first
batch of Covovax beingmanu-
factured at our facility in Pune,

Poonawallatweetedsayingthat
this vaccinehas great potential
to protect our future genera-
tionsbelowtheageof 18. Trials
are ongoing, he said, congratu-
lating the teamat SII.
SII has already manufac-

turedCovishieldvaccineintech-
nical collaboration with
AstraZeneca and Oxford
University.Poonawallahadalso
earliertweetedthattheyhoped
to launch Covovax by
Septemberthisyear.Earlier,US-
based biotechnology company
Novavax had announced a li-
censeagreementwithSII forthe
development and commercial-
isation of NVX-COV2373, its
Covid-19 vaccine candidate, in
low andmiddle income coun-
tries and India.
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PHOTO-(C)OP
WrestlingstarSushilKumar,accused inacaseofmurder,whilebeingmovedfromMandoli jail toTihar inDelhionFriday.PTI

SecurityoutsideMaharashtraex-MinisterDeshmukh’s
homeinNagpuronFriday.PTI

Autoridersarevaccinated in
ThaneonFriday.Deepak Joshi

MONEYLAUNDERINGPROBE

Formerminister’s
personalassistant
andpersonal
secyquestioned

Detailsof vaccinationtimingsdisplayedat theLaparo
ObesoCentre inPune. ArulHorizon

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE25

PIMPRI-CHINCHWADhasbagged
thesecondspot ina listof Indian
'smart cities' that have success-
fully implemented governance
through institutionalised use of
data, according to an official as-
sessmentreleasedonFriday.Pune
is at the fourth spoton the list, in
which Surat has bagged the top
spot,andBhopalcomesthird.
Asmanyas42ina listof100

'smartcities'havebeencertified
as having put in place systems
to use data-based evidence for
governancedelivery, under the
second round of the ‘Data
Maturity Assessment
Framework’ by theMinistry of
Housing andUrbanAffairs.
“Surat is thebest performing

city...duetotheireffortsofdeploy-

ing adedicated teamof data ex-
perts and incorporating various
technological advancements,
such as establishment of
SuratiLab, an advanced innova-
tion lab for uncoveringmodern
solutionsforimprovedservicede-
livery,”saidthereport.
According to the report, the

western region is the best per-
forming.Itsregionalaveragescore
of45ismuchhigherthanthena-
tionalaverageof32.
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ThePMCHQ, litup.Pune is
at the4thspot.Express

Pimpri-Chinchwad and
Pune among top 4 in list
of ‘smart cities’ using data
for governance delivery
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Serum to apply for DCGI
approval for clinical trial of
Covovax vaccine in children

PHASE-3TRIALSBEGINACROSSCOUNTRY

`̀ 98 per kilo

`̀ 126 per kilo

`̀ 155 per kilo

`̀ 72 per Dozen

Delhi O2 audit
splits SC
panel, triggers
firestorm

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

AN INTERIM report of a sub-
group, constituted by the
Supreme Court last month for
theoxygenauditofDelhi,hasset
off apolitical firestormbyques-
tioning the Delhi government’s
demand for liquidmedical oxy-
gen(LMO)duringthepeakofthe
secondCovid-19wave.
The report, submitted to the

SupremeCourt, also led to divi-
sionwithin the5-member sub-
groupwithtwomembers,Delhi
Principal Secretary (Home) BS
Bhalla and Max Healthcare
ClinicalDirector(InternalMedi-
cine) Sandeep Budhiraja, lodg-
ing their dissent, even skipping
one of its sittings. They flagged
their objections in twoseparate
notes.
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Eye on cases of Delta-plus variant,
Maharashtra tightens unlock rules
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On ‘Rs4-crmoney trail’,
ED searchesNagpur
homeof Anil Deshmukh

Twitter locks
IT Minister
out of his
account, he
slams violation
of Rules

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THEONGOINGtensionbetween
TwitterandtheCentralgovern-
ment ratcheted up Friday after
Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union
Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology
andUnionMinister forLawand
Justice, was locked out of
hisofficialaccountonthesocial
media platform over a tweet
posted by him three and a half
years ago.
Sources in the IT Ministry

saidPrasadhadbeendeniedac-
cesstohisaccountbetween7.50
amand8.50amonFriday.
A spokesperson for Twitter

said the action had come after
themicrobloggingplatform re-
ceivedanoticeofviolationofUS
copyright law by theMinister’s
account.
Prasad hit back strongly, ac-

cusing Twitter of violating
India’s ITRules.
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PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

IT WILL be foolish to demand
restorationofArticle370—pro-
visionintheConstitutionofIndia
that provided Jammu and
Kashmir a special dispensation,
andwasabrogatedonAugust5,
2019—fromthecurrentgovern-
ment,saidformerChiefMinister
of J&K and vice president of the
NationalConference.
Speaking to The Indian

Express a day after the Prime
Minister’smeetingwith14sen-
ior leaders from J&K, Omar
Abdullahsaid,“IttooktheBJP70
yearstofulfill itspoliticalagenda
for(Article)370.Ourstrugglehas
just started. We don’t want to
fool people by telling themwe
will get 370 back in these talks.
It will be foolish to expect 370
willbeback—therehasbeenno
indication it will be restored by
thecurrentgovernment.”
Inthemeetingthatlastedfor
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OmarAbdullahafter
Thursday’s talkswiththe
PMinNewDelhi.Anil Sharma

Didn’t give up demands, foolish to
expect Art 370 will be back: Omar
‘Uncertaintyoverdelimitation...wetoldPMandHM
what theydidwaswrong,mostpeopleareunhappy’

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JUNE25

SWIMMER S P Likith heard the
official’s clipped voice loud and
clear. He was telling Likith to
write a letter declaring himself
“mentally ill anddeaf”.Minutes
earlier, the21-year-oldnational
100m breaststroke champion
from Bengaluru had been of-
feredabribe toremainsilenton
hisallegations.
This was one of the many

bizarre sequences that played
out at an international Olympic
qualificationmeetinUzbekistan
in April, when Likith called out
attempts by organising officials
tomanipulateracetimingstoaid

thehomeswimmers.
This week, the tournament

was declared “invalid” by FINA,
swimming’s world governing
body, and all the scores disap-
peared fromofficial records.
“Times from a pair of meets

in Uzbekistan have been re-
movedfromFINA’sofficialrank-
ings after allegations over tim-
ing fraud have been levied
against that country,” reported
swimmingworldmagazine.com.
TheApril scandal and a sub-

sequentinvestigationputthefo-
cusonUzbekistan.Therankings
of Uzbek swimmers disap-
peared fromtheofficial listings.
A previous event in Uzbekistan
also came under scrutiny. The
rippleeffectimpactedtheTokyo

Games qualification timings of
someCzechswimmerstoo,said
the report.
It wasn’t exactly a whistle

that he blew,more a deafening
conch, at the April 13-17
Uzbekistan Open Champion-
ships. “Thefirstdayat theheats,
the scoreboardwasn’t display-
ing, and the heat results on the
scoresheetweredifferent, up to
5-7seconds,fromtheactualtim-
ings which everyone was
recording manually. But I
thought it must be a glitch and
theywould change it. That did-
n't happen,” recalls Likith, the
World School Games bronze
medalistof 2012.
“When I complained, they

casually told me that this has

been happening since 2000-
2004. And they have orders to
ensure they send 10 Uzbeki
swimmerstoTokyo,”healleges.
He says the result of the

100mbutterfly,with top Indian
swimmer Sajan Prakash, was
brazenly tampered with. But
Likith’sfirsteventwentwithout
incident. “I didn’t face theprob-
lemmyself. But I saw it happen
to others. Many people don’t
have the couragewhen it hap-
pens to them. I am mentally
strong. I knew I could fight for
them,”hesays.
At his second event, the

200m breaststroke, Likith just
stood on the diving block,
touched the pad, stepped out
and dared the organisers to say

hehadbrokenaworldrecord in
twoseconds.
“That’swhentheofficialstold

me, this ispolitics, youdon’t get
into it. They offeredmemoney
toshutup.Theysaid ‘wehaveto
give an explanation why you
didn’tswimandjuststoodthere
on the block’. So they came up
with this idea to getme to give
inwriting that Iwasmentally ill
anddeaf,”healleges.
He admits that hewas frus-

tratedat the inaction, andacted
impulsively. “When I realised it
wasn't a glitch and if I didn’t get
it out, nobody elsewould, I got
triggered. I’veseenmanyswim-
mers suppress their anger,
which isn’t good, and our
mouths stay sealed. I didwhat I

had todo,"hesays.
Likithsayshewasnotafraid,

andwoulddothesameagain. “I
havenothing to fear. I can stand
up for myself. I know what is
right,what iswrong. Ihavepar-
entswhogavemeagoodmoral
compass and I know they can
backmeup,”hesays.
After his return to India,

LikithuploadedYouTubevideos
of the tampered 100m free and
breaststroke races, as evidence.
"Therearemanypeoplewhode-
serve togo to theOlympics, and
such corruption ruins years of
hard work. Parents who put
everything into their children's
careers. My mother, a home-
maker,haswokenupat4.30am
for years to ensuremy practice

goes fine. There will be others
and theydon’t deserve this cor-
ruption,”hesays.
This isn’t the first timeLikith

has taken on organisers. “In
2019, at the All India University
meetinPunjab...swimmershad
the audacity towalk up to offi-
cials and dictate what timing
they wanted written. They
would dive two seconds early,
finishfifth,sixthandbeawarded
first place. I crashed thatwhole
meet,”he recalls.
The Sports Minister was

forcedtointervene,butthatdid-
n't shield Likith from the reper-
cussions. “Local swimmers got
goonswho parked themselves
thereandwouldn’t letme leave
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SwimmerS P Likith. Express

21-yr-old from Bengaluru who blew whistle on Olympic qualifier

Aircraft carrier
built in India
will be ready
next year, says
Rajnath Singh

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh saidonFriday that India's
first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier
(IAC), INS Vikrant, is likely to be
commissionednextyear.
The IAChasbeenundercon-

structionat theCochinShipyard
for over a decade. Singh visited
the site on Friday to review its
progress. “Reviewed first-hand
the ongoing work on the
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier,
whichisIndia’sprideandashin-
ing example of Atmanirbhar
Bharat.TheIAChasmadesignif-
icantprogress.Commissioningof
the IACnext yearwill be abefit-
ting tribute to75yearsof India’s
independence,”hetweeted.
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Aircraft Carrier
Atpresent,Indiahasonlyone

aircraftcarrier,theRussian-origin
INSVikramaditya. TheNavy said
inastatementthattheIACwillbe
“as INSVikrant in the first half of
2022,whichwouldbe themost
potentsea-basedasset”.Itwillop-
erateMiG-29K fighter aircraft,
Kamov-31 Air Early Warning
Helicopters, the soon-to-be-in-
ductedMH-60Rmulti-roleheli-
copter, and the indigenously
manufactured Advanced Light
Helicopters, itsaid.
“Itwouldofferanincompara-

blemilitary instrumentwith its
ability to project air power over
longdistances,includingairinter-
diction, anti-surface warfare,of-
fensiveanddefensivecounter-air,
airborneanti-submarinewarfare
andairborneearlywarning,” the
Navy said.
The Navy said Singh ex-

pressed satisfaction at the
progressofwork.“Hestatedthat
theIAChasnearly75percentin-
digenous content – fromdesign
tosteelusedinconstructiontokey
weapons -- andmentioned that
the recent decision to issue the
tender forP75Iproject for six in-
digenous submarineswill give
furtherfilliptoindigenousdevel-
opmentof nichemanufacturing
technologies,”saidthestatement.
Singhwas briefed about the

successfulBasinTrialscompleted
inNovember2020,theNavysaid.
Hewas apprisedof theprogress
on integration of other naviga-
tional,communicationandoper-
ationalsystemssincethen,asthe
IAC prepares for its maiden
ContractorSeaTrials,expectedin
thecomingmonths.
Singh visited the Karwar

NavalBaseonThursdaytoreview
theprogressoftheongoinginfra-
structure development under
‘Project Seabird’, as part of his
two-day visit to the Southern
NavalCommand.

Oxygen audit
In a file noting of the Delhi

HomeDepartment,BhallaFriday
highlighted that the “interimre-
port seems tohavebeen sent to
Government of India without
making the requisite changes,
without sharing againwith the
members of the sub-group, and
withouttheirformalapproval”.
Hewrotethathis“detailedob-

jections/comments have been
addedattheendoftheinterimre-
portjustforposterity,leavingitto
the reader tomake the effort, if
he/shesodecides,tointerpretthe
entire report together andmake
his/herconclusions.Thisisunfor-
tunateandunacceptable.”
“The interim report, as sub-

mitted, does not have the ap-
proval of all themembers of the
sub-group,” he wrote.
The other threemembers of

thesub-groupareAIIMSDirector
Dr Randeep Guleria, Jal Shakti
Ministry Joint Secretary Subodh
Yadav and Controller of
Explosives, PESO Dr Sanjay
KumarSingh.
The Delhi government, fol-

lowing approval from Chief
SecretaryVijayDev,alsoconveyed
totheSC-appointedpanel that it
was “sad and shocking to note
that the sub-group arrived at
sweeping conclusions...without
anyaudit inthetruesense”.
Asdetailsoftheinterimreport

emerged Friday, theBJP and the
Congress targeted theAAPgov-
ernment,accusingChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwalof “lying”during
the peak of the second wave.
Kejriwal hit back, sayingwhen
“youwereaddressingpollrallies,
Ispentsleeplessnightstoarrange
oxygen”.
A close reading of the report

revealsthatthedifferencesinthe
LMOdemandforDelhiduringthe
secondwavepeak, fromthe last
weekofApriltoearlyMay,aredue
totwoseparateformulasusedby
theCentreandtheDelhigovern-
ment.
Under the Centre’s formula,

50%of non-ICUoxygenbeds are
calculated as using LMO. The

Delhigovernmentformula,onthe
otherhand,saysallnon-ICUoxy-
genbedsuseoxygen.Thetwofor-
mulaswerediscussedduringthe
sevenmeetings of thepanel be-
tweenMay10andMay21.
While ICU beds comewith

oxygen facilities bydefault, hos-
pitals also have non-ICU beds
withoxygen for patients requir-
inghighflowoxygenwithoutas-
sociated ICUsupport. A separate
categoryofnon-ICU,non-oxygen
bedsisalsomaintained.
Thesub-groupobservedthat

theDelhi government formula
would lead to “overestimation”
going by real-life experience of
majorhospitalsincludingAIIMS.
Countering this, Bhalla said

theCentre’s formulawaswrong
becausemostCovidpatientsad-
mittedtohospitalsrequiredoxy-
gen.“Doubtscanberesolvedonly
throughon-groundaudit,which
the sub-group is yet to do,” he
said. Bhalla, Budhiraja andChief
Secretary Dev pointed out that
thesub-grouphadnotfactoredin
therequirementofLMOforhome
isolationpatients,refillers,ambu-
lancesandsmallnursinghomes.
Members of the groupaffili-

atedwiththeCentralgovernment
bodiesrecommendedthatDelhi
beprovided300MTdailyonas-
suredbasisandanadditional100
MTby4pmeveryday based on
requirement,whileDelhiinsisted
onassureddailyallocationof568
MT. A“compromise”wasworked
outonMay15toallocate500MT
daily toDelhi, the interimreport
noted.
Theonemajorpoint that the

BJPpickedtocriticisetheAAPre-
latestotheLMOconsumptionde-
mandasonMay12.
ThereportnotedthatonMay

13,“itwasdiscussedthatthereis
a gross discrepancy (about 4
times) in that the actual oxygen
consumptionclaimed(1140MT)
wasabout4timeshigherthanthe
versus calculated consumption
byformulaforbedcapacity (289
MT).Itwasnotedthatfourhospi-
tals inDelhi i.e. SinghalHospital,
Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital, ESIC
Model Hospital, and Liferay
Hospitalhaveclaimedextremely
high oxygen consumptionwith
veryfewbedsandtheclaimsap-
peared to be clearly erroneous,
leading toextremely skewed in-
formation and significantly
higher oxygen requirement for
the entire state of Delhi. Actual
consumptionswereestimatedby
recalculation after replacing the
claimed use figures for these 4
hospitalswith expecteduse fig-
ures using the calculation for-
mula."
In his dissent note, Bhalla

sought to counter it, saying “re-
quirementof oxygen for oxygen
cylinderswithhomeisolationpa-
tients, refillers and certain other
establishments has also to be
taken into account. Also, oxygen
fornon-Covid requirementsand
somebuffercomponentsneedto
be factored inwhile calculating
the total oxygen requirement of
Delhi.Itisfurtheranindisputable
fact that 214 is not the sumtotal
of hospitals/medical establish-
mentscateringtopatientssuffer-
ingfromCovid-19.In fact,thefig-
ure ismore than260. Therefore,
the entire basis of the assess-
ment/quantificationof the LMO
requirement in Delhi has been
madeonincompletedata.”
After factoring in those as-

pects, the oxygen consumption
was found tobe474MT, instead
of 289MT as claimed in the re-
port,Bhallasaid.
Theobservationmadebythe

AdditionalSecretary,Department
forPromotionof Indian Industry
andInternalTradethat“italsoap-
pears that Govt of Delhi used a
wrong formula andmadeexag-
geratedclaimson30thApril”too
was rejectedbyBhallawho said
thatthe“demandfor700MTwas
fully in linewith guidelines of
GOI.”
Bhalla said: “Themanner in

whichtheproceedingsoftheSub-
Grouphavebeenconductedsug-
geststhatthepurposeofproceed-

ingswastojustifyapre-conceived
and predetermined conclusion
and narrative, to recommend a
lowerquantityofaLMOtoDelhi,
andtofurtherportrayanimpres-
sion that the assessment by the
GNCTDbefore theHon’bleHigh
Court of Delhi and theHon’ble
SupremeCourtwasexaggerated
ornotgenuine.”
“Inourassessment,thesefun-

damental errors in theapproach
of thesub-groupgoestotheroot
of thematterandwas, therefore,
highlighted from time to time
duringthecourseofproceedings
of the sub-group.Unfortunately,
thedraft InterimReport instead
of taking cognizance of the said
concernsisproceedingtoindicate
the quantity of LMO to be allo-
catedtoDelhi.This,inourconsid-
eredview, vitiates the entire ex-
ercise,”hesaid.
According to a file noting at-

tached to the interim report,
signed byOSD (Health) Ashish
Kundra, adverse observations of
the panelwere discussedwith
Chief Secretary Dev and "it ap-
pearsthatthecommitteehasnot
taken the totality of the picture
intoconsideration."
DevpointedoutthatSOScalls

inDelhi stabilisedonly after the
average daily supply of LMO
crossed 550MT, including over
700MTononeday.Hedescribed
the proceedings of the group as
“perfunctory desktop exercise,
conducted hurriedly, without
evenconductinganauditofasin-
gleinstitutioninthetruesense”.

Olympic qualifier
thehotelforthenextthreedays,"
herecalls.
Likithsayshewatchedhisfa-

therwork honestly, andmove
frombeingahelperatatransport
company tobecoming a real es-
tatebusinessman.
“IfI'dkeptquietinUzbekistan

and spoken of it now, everyone
would've thought I'm bluffing.
There'sstillnoofficialstatement.
Theydeclared it invalid andwill
moveon.Butthenexttimeswim-
mers see this happen, they'll
knowtheyhaveavoice,"hesays.
Andtheywon'tbethreatened

to signanundertakingdeclaring
themselvesdeaf.

Anil Deshmukh
Deshmukhhasdeniedtheal-

legations.
InhisMarch20lettertoChief

MinisterUddhavThackerayafter
hewas removedas theMumbai
Policechief,Singhhadallegedthat
Deshmukhhadaskedpoliceoffi-
cers, including the now sus-
pendedAssistantPoliceInspector
SachinWaze, to collect Rs 100
crore, including Rs 40-50 crore
eachmonth from1,750barsand
restaurantsinMumbai.
The ED registered a case

againstDeshmukh for allegedly
obtaining illegal gratification,
basedonanFIRfiledbytheCBIin
April.TheCBIFIRsaidDeshmukh
hadused his official position to
obtain certainundue advantage
andhadalsoinfluencedtransfers
and postings in the Mumbai
Police,asallegedbySingh.
Waze is beingprobedby the

NIAforhisallegedroleinthecase
relatedtothebombscareoutside
MukeshAmbani'sresidenceand
the murder of businessman
MansukhHiran.

Maharashtra
Sources said thenewguide-

lineshavebeen issued following
the Centre's advisory on the
Delta-plus variant and the state
taskforce’srecommendations.
According to Level-3 restric-

tions, essential shops andestab-
lishments can remainopen till 4
pmonalldays,whilenon-essen-
tialunitscanoperatetill4pmon
weekdays only. Restaurants can
operateat50per centdiningca-
pacitytill4pmandthereafterbe
open for deliveries only. Local
trainswilloperateonlyforpeople
inmedical/ essential services.
Privateofficescanremainopentill
4 pm; attendance inprivate and
government officeswill be re-

stricted to 50 per cent. Public
placesandparkscanremainopen
from5amto9pm;sportsactivi-
tieswillbeallowedfrom5amto
9amand6pmto9pm.
The District Disaster

Management Authorities
(DDMAs) have been given the
powertoimposeahigherlevelof
restrictions. “DDMAshallnot re-
quirepriorpermissionoftheState
DisasterManagementAuthority
(SDMA)forgoingforahigherlevel
ofrestrictionsorputtingextrare-
strictions,”saidtheorder.Earlier,
DDMAscouldonlycarryout“mi-
nor modifications”, with the
SDMA'sconcurrence.
Thegovernmentalsosaidthat

onlyRT-PCRtestswouldbetaken
into account to determine the
weekly positivity rate. “It was
foundthatinsomedistricts,pos-
itivity rate was very low with
rapid antigen tests,while itwas
muchhigherwithRT-PCR tests.
So,thepublichealthdepartment
suggestedthatonlyRT-PCRtests
should be taken into account,”
saidanofficial.
The government also asked

districtauthoritiestopushvacci-
nationthroughpublicawareness
activities,settingatargetof70per
cent vaccination of the eligible
populationattheearliest.
“Make flying squads for en-

forcement of Covid-appropriate

behaviour, especially to check
high incidence events likemar-
riages and establishments like
restaurants,malls,”saidtheorder,
adding that fines should be im-
posedeffectivelyonviolators.
TheBMConFridayreiterated

thatMumbaiwillremaininLevel
3 of unlock. Municipal
CommissionerIqbalSinghChahal
issued a neworder stating that
Mumbai's unlock levelwill re-
mainunchanged.
"Theneworderwillcomeinto

effect from June28. InMumbai,
most activities are currently al-
lowed till 4 pmonweekdays,"
said an official from
Brihanmumbai Municipal

Corporation.

Pimpri, Pune
Thereare26citiesinthewest-

ernregion,ofwhich10citieshave
beencertified.
Inthesecondroundoftheas-

sessment, for 2019-20, it was
found that 100 city data officers
havebeenappointedwith13per-
manentnominationsfor leading
andperformingdata-led activi-
ties. A total of 61 cities have ap-
pointedpersonneltohelpcoordi-
nate data activities for their
respective departments, as per
guidance of CDO. Twenty cities
haveconductedtheirowncapac-

ity-building sessions ondata re-
latedareasinadditiontothemin-
istry-organisedtrainings.
Asmanyas69citieshavede-

ployedsensorsfordatacollection
and63urban regionshavepub-
lished over 30 datasets on the
SmartCitiesOpenDataPortal.
The gamutof data collection

and analysis includes sensors,
portals, special algorithms, big
datacentres, amongothers. Fifty
citieshaveshowcasedbetterciti-
zen engagement through alerts
andnotifications.
OnFriday,MinisterofHousing

andUrbanAffairs,HardeepPuri,
presentedawards invariouscat-
egories tocitiesandstates tocel-
ebratethesixthanniversaryofthe
launch of PMAY-U, AMRUT and
SmartCitiesMission.
TheCentre alsounveiled the

‘ClimateSmartCitiesAssessment
Framework’ (CSCAF) 2 awards,
which were launched in
September, 2020 to assesswhat
“climateactions”arebeingtaken
by smart cities. The framework
consistsof28indicatorsof96data
points. The top nine cities that
havebeenawardedfour-starrat-
ings are Surat, Indore,
Ahmedabad, Pune, Vijayawada,
Rajkot, Visakhapatnam, Pimpri-
ChinchwadandVadodara.

Covovax
Whencontacted,SII authori-

ties told The Indian Express that
initiallytheywouldapplyforap-
provaltoconductclinicaltrialsof
theCovovaxvaccineinthe12-18
age group and then in the age
groupbelow12years.
Meanwhile,SII togetherwith

the Indian Council of Medical
Research,hadplannedthePhase-
2/3 observer blind randomised
controlledstudytodeterminethe
safety and immunogenicity of
Covovax (SARS-CoV2 recombi-
nant spike protein nanoparticle
vaccine (SARS-CoV2rS) with
Matrix-M1 adjuvant in Indian
adults. After the placebo armof
thetrialwasdoneawaywith,the
Phase-3 clinical trial began on
June18with the first dosebeing
administeredtoavolunteerpar-
ticipantfromPune.
The trialwould test Covovax

andNovavax in1,400volunteers
above 18 years of age across 20
sites,andfourinPunehavecom-
mencedtherecruitmentprocess
and administering the dose.
These includeSahyadri,Noble,D
YPatilhospitalsandKEMhospital
atVadu.
DrAbhijitKadam,ScientistC,

coordinatingprincipal investiga-
tor from ICMR National AIDS
Research Institute, said re-
searchersacrossthesesitesarein
the process of recruiting volun-
teers for thePhase-3 trial,which
commenced on June 18.
According to authorities at D Y
Patil Medical College and
Hospital,atleast100participants
have already enrolled andwere
administeredthefirstshotof the
Covovax vaccine, while Noble
Hospital authorities said at least
49participantswereenrolled.
At KEMHospital, Vadu, au-

thorities said the clinical trials
havebegunhere.“Westartedthe
bridging study yesterday and
have enlisted 20participants so
far,”theauthoritiessaid.
Recruitment will be com-

pleted in the next one or two
weeks, and after the first dose,
therewillbea21-dayintervalfor
the seconddose. Then therewill
be the crucial immunogenicity
check.
Therearetwogroupsofwhich

one will get Covovax and the
otherNovavax.Novavaxhadalso
publishedresultsof theUK
Phase-3study,whichhadas-

sessedtheefficacyof thevaccine
NVX-COV2373 during a period
withhightransmissionandwith
theUKvariant strain circulating
widely.Theresultshadfoundthat
itsCovid-19vaccinewas89.7per-
centeffectiveinpreventingthein-
fection.

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com

FROMPAGEONE

Twitter locks IT Minister out

Didn’t give up demands, says Omar

Inastatementfirstpostedon
thehomegrownmicroblogging
site Koo and later on Twitter,
PrasadsaidTwitter’sactionwas
“ingrossviolationofRule4(8)of
the Information Technology
(IntermediaryGuidelines and
DigitalMediaEthicsCode)Rules
2021”,astheplatformhadfailed
toprovide“anypriornotice”be-
fore denyinghimaccess to his
ownaccount.
“Itisapparentthatmystate-

mentscallingoutthehigh-hand-
edness andarbitrary actionsof
Twitter,particularlysharingthe
clips of my interviews to TV
channels and its powerful im-
pact,haveclearlyruffleditsfeath-
ers.
“Further, it is nowapparent

as towhyTwitter is refusing to
complywith the Intermediary
Guidelines because if Twitter
doescomply,itwouldbeunable
toarbitrarilydenyaccesstoanin-
dividual’s accountwhichdoes
not suit their agenda,” Prasad
said. “Twitter’s actions indicate
thattheyarenottheharbingerof
freespeechthattheyclaimtobe
but are only interested in run-
ningtheirownagenda,withthe
threat that if youdonot toe the
linetheydraw,theywillarbitrar-
ily removeyou fromtheir plat-
form,”theMinistersaid.
However, “Nomatterwhat

anyplatformdoestheywillhave
toabidebythenewITRulesfully,
and there shall beno compro-
miseonthat,”headded.
A spokesperson for Twitter

saidPrasad's accounthadbeen
“temporarilyrestricted”duetoa
notice under the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act
(DMCA),whichisasetofUSfed-
eral laws thatprotect copyright
andintellectualpropertyofcon-
tentontheInternet.
The said tweet, onwhich a

copyright violation has been
claimed, was shared by the
MinisteronDecember16,2017,
andcontainedavideocelebrat-
ingVijayDiwas,acommemora-
tion of India's victory over
Pakistaninthe1971warthatled

tothebirthofBangladesh.
In the tweetwith thevideo,

Prasad had said: “On
#VijayDiwas,Isaluteallthemar-
tyrs&heroeswhofoughtforthe
nation and ledus to victory in
1971war.”Sourcessaidthevideo
sharedbyPrasadpaidtributeto
theIndianArmy,inwhichacom-
position by A R Rahman had
beenusedas “backgroundmu-
sic”.
“The International

Federation of Phonographic
Industry, on behalf of Sony
Music,whichownstherightsto
thesong, flaggedthisasacopy-
rightviolation,”asourcecloseto
thedevelopmenttoldTheIndian
Express.ATwitterspokesperson
confirmedthatitwasthistweet
onwhichtheDMCAnoticehad
beenraised.Thetweetremained
withheldowingtothenotice,the
spokespersonsaid.
According toTwitter, a copy

of theDMCAtakedownnotice,
which includes details of the
complaint, is sent to the “email
linkedtotheaccountatthetime
of removal”,sothattheaccount
holder gets all the information
regardingthetakedownnotice.
Twitter claims that it also

sends the account holder in-
structionsforfilingacounterno-
ticetotheDMCAtakedownno-
tice.Officials in the ITMinistry,
however, denied that any such
mail fromTwitterhadbeen re-
ceivedon anyof the email ad-
dresses linkedwithPrasad'sac-
count.
DMCAnoticesarecommon;

they make up one of biggest
chunksof requests receivedby
socialmediaintermediariesan-
nually. Between January and
June 2020, Twitter received
morethan174,000DMCAtake-
downnotices, affecting1.2mil-
lionaccountsinall.
Itcompliedwith57percent

of the requests,withholding1.1
million tweets and1.6million
piecesofmediaontheplatform.
Twitter has beenat logger-

headswiththegovernmentover
making appointments of local

officersinIndia.Whilethecom-
pany has claimed to have ap-
pointedaresidentgrievanceof-
ficer,anodalcontactperson,and
a chief compliance officer for
India, Ministry officials have
maintained that since the ap-
pointmentsarenot in linewith
therequirementsoftheITRules,
theywillnotbeconsideredvalid.
OnThursday,theKarnatakaHigh
Court gave interim relief to
Twitter's India head Manish
Maheshwari fromappearingat
aGhaziabadpolice stationover
thecontroversialvideoofanas-
saultofanelderlyman.
Twitter's action against the

Minister'saccountonFridaytrig-
gered bipartisan outrage.
Congress leaderShashiTharoor
saidthatalthoughhewouldnot
blameTwitter for action taken
ontheDMCArequest,“however
stupid&pointless the request
was”,hewould, asChairmanof
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Technology,seekanexplanation
fromTwitter Indiaon the lock-
ingof Prasad's andhis ownac-
counts.
In a tweet,Minister forCivil

AviationandHousingandUrban
AffairsHardeepSinghPuriques-
tioned the “deafening silence
fromtheself-styledchampions
ofcivilliberties”ontheblocking
ofPrasad'saccount.
Over the past several days,

Prasadhasbeensharingclipsof
hisinterviewstotelevisionchan-
nels, criticising Twitter for not
complyingwiththeITRulesen-
actedinFebruarythisyear.Inone
clip, Prasad says that Twitter
shouldnot “lecture thegovern-
mentonfreedomofspeech”.
TheMinister,however,ruled

outthepossibilitythataTVchan-
neloranchorwouldhaveraised
a copyright violation notice
againsthisaccount—“inthepast
severalyears,notelevisionchan-
neloranyanchor”hadmadeany
complaintsabout“copyrightin-
fringementswithregardtothese
newsclips” thathehad shared
onsocialmedia,hesaid.

Friday's incident is the sec-
ond time in less than amonth
that Twitter has had a run-in
witha senior governmentoffi-
cial.OnJune5,theplatformhad
withdrawn—andlaterrestored
— the 'blue tick' verification
badgefromthepersonalhandle
of Vice PresidentMVenkaiah
Naidu.
Twitterhadthensaid that it

“mayautomaticallyremovethe
blueverifiedbadgeandverified
statusiftheaccountbecomesin-
activeor is incomplete”,which
happenedinthecaseofNaidu's
account.
On the same day, the blue

verifiedbadgeontheaccountsof
severalseniorRSSfunctionaries
and leaders, including its chief
MohanBhagwat,wasalsowith-
drawnandlaterrestored.
A spokesperson for Twitter

latersaidthatitcouldhavebeen
donebythealgorithmduetothe
absenceof a verified email ad-
dressorphonenumber,aprofile
image,ordisplayname.
“For accounts tobe consid-

ered active, the user of the ac-
countmust log in at least once
every sixmonths. Apart from
that, blue verified badge ac-
countsmust also ensure that
their accounthas either a veri-
fied email address or a phone
number, a profile image and a
displaynamefortheaccountto
be considered 'complete',” the
spokespersonsaid.
In January, when it

restarted its account verifica-
tion process after a gap of
three years, Twitter had
changedtherules forverifica-
tion. The platform says that it
may remove the blue badge
and verified status of an ac-
countwithoutnotice if an ac-
count changes its username
(@handle), or if the owner of
theaccount isno longer inthe
position at which they were
verified. Twitter has also said
that it reserves theright tore-
move the blue tick from ac-
countsthatrepeatedlyviolate
its rules andpolicies.

morethanthreehoursThursday,
OmarAbdullahwas oneof the
five persons who could not
speak, the other four being
Nirmal Singh, Tara Chand,
Ghulam A Mir and Ravinder
Raina.Hedescribedthemeeting
asa“beginning”.“Itisafirststep,
and itwill be a long road to re-
building trust and confidence,”
hesaid.
Significantly,hesaid,thePM

himself talkedaboutAssembly
elections,expeditingthedelim-
itation exercise, restoring the
electedgovernment to J&Kand
statehood.“Hesaidhewasvery
keentohaveameetingafterthe
pollstotheDistrictDevelopment
Councils. Hemade it a point to
mentionthatthiswasthelargest
physicalmeetinghehashadafter
the onset of Covid last year,”
Abdullahsaid.
Whenasked if theNational

Conferencehadgivenupon its
demandforrestorationofArticle
370,Abdullahemphasised that
not putting this across at
Thursday’s meeting did not
mean theNational Conference
hadabandonedit.“Wewilldoit
legally,peacefullyandconstitu-
tionally.We are fighting tacti-
cally… it is being fought in the
SupremeCourtwherewestand
amaximumchance,”hesaid.
In all fairness to Prime

Minister NarendraModi and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, neither of themput any
conditionstothetalks,Abdullah
said.“Therewerenopre-condi-
tionstotalks.Wedidnothaveto
surrender anyof ourdemands.
Theydidn’trebukeusforallthat
wesaidordemanded,”hesaid.
After August 5, 2019, there

was a complete breakdown in
communication between the

UnionGovernment andmain-
stream political parties,
Abdullahsaid.“Wehadtwoba-
sic aims: one, to understand
from theGovernment of India
what theyhad inmindand the
idea of a roadmapahead; two,
wealsowantedtoputourpoints
across.WhatNC and PDP told
thePMandtheHMwasnodif-
ferent from what we said in
Srinagar,whichis,whattheydid
waswrong,andalargepercent-
age of the populationwas un-
happy,”hesaid.
Explaining his apprehen-

sionsaboutthedelimitationex-
ercise, Omar Abdullah said,
“Whyshouldn’tthisexercisefor
J&Kbeundertakenwiththerest
ofthecountry.Whytreatusdif-
ferentlywhen theentireobjec-
tive of August 5, 2019, was to
bring J&Katparwith thecoun-
try?” As things standnow, the

delimitationexercisefortherest
of the countrywill bebasedon
the latest 2021 Census and be
readyby2026,whereasforJ&K,
itwill be based on the 10-year
olderCensus2011.“Thepolitical
side to delimitation iswhat is
creating uncertainty…The re-
jigging of seats —wherewill
they be added,” Abdullah said,
addingthatHomeMinisterAmit
Shahdidseektoallaythesecon-
cerns explaininghow the soft-
warewasobjective.
While the three leaders of

theNC—AssociateMembersin
theDelimitationCommission—
did not attend itsmeeting on
February 18, theymaypartici-
patewhenever it is callednext.
“Doctor sahab (NC President
FarooqAbdullah) has been au-
thorised by the party to take a
call at the appropriate timeon
this,”hesaid.
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UttarakhandCM‘crisis’,
DeltaPlusvariant;and
J&KleadersmeetPM
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

WhatweknowabouttheDeltaPlus
variant, theconstitutionalcrisis that
Uttarakhandcouldface,andthemeeting
betweenthe J&KleadersandPMModi.
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EVEN AS the Enforcement
Directorate(ED)onFridayraided
theNagpur residence of former
state home minister Anil
Deshmukh, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar said thiswas a “newpat-
ternofmisusingcentralagencies
toharasspoliticalopponents”.
"Thisisanewpatternofmis-

using central agencies toharass
political leaders... Earlier, Anil
Deshmukh's family was ha-
rassedbycentralagencies...This
is nothing new to us, central
agencies have been used in the
past tooagainstour leaders. It is
beingdoneoutof sheer frustra-
tion.We are notworried about
this. Even people don't take
them seriously," said Pawar in
PuneonFriday.
His daughter and Baramati

MP Supriya Sule said the coun-
try has never seen such blatant
misuse of central agencies as
was being done by the BJP-led
central government.
"TheBJPall the timeaccuses

theCongress of committing ex-
cesses during the Emergency.
What we arewitnessing today
hasprobablyneverbeenseenor
heard. This is the first time I am
witnessingthiskindofmisuseof
centralagenciesagainstpolitical
opponents. This is the new SoP
whichtheBJPhascomeupwith,
it seems to be the BJP's style of
operation," Sule said inPuneon
Friday, adding that theNCPwill
fightback.
Sule said Maharashtra has

never experienced misuse of
power to meet political ends.
"Maharashtrahashadapolitical
culture... it does not involve ha-
rassing opponents for political
gains," shesaid.
The NCP leader said the

country was facing one of its
biggestchallengesoftacklingthe
Covid-19pandemicbuttheBJP-
led central government was
busy in “vendetta politics”.
"Instead of effectively tackling
Covid-19andfocusing itsatten-
tion on rising unemployment
and healthcare issues, the cen-
tral government is busymisus-
ingcentralagenciesandplaying
vendettapolitics," shesaid.
State NCP chief Jayant Patil

said, "The raids are being con-
ducted because they could not
find anything during the inves-
tigation.Now, theyare trying to
digupsome10-year-oldcasesto
frameDeshmukh."
Shiv Sena spokesperson

SanjayRautsaid,"Wehavebeen
sayingrepeatedlythat the gov-
ernment is misusing central
agenciestoharass itsopponents
unnecessarily. If there is any fit
case, the ED and CBI should in-
vestigate, such as the
Ayodhya land scandal. In fact,
the BJP national executive
shouldpassaresolutionrecom-
mending CBI probe into the
Ayodhya land issue."
SlammingtheEDraids,state

CongressspokespersonSachin
Sawantsaid,"WhatistheEDis
tryingtosearchforwhileraid-
ing the residence of Anil

Deshmukh when no financial
transaction has taken place?
BothParamBirSinghandSachin
Vaze never said money was
givenandthereforeno financial
transaction had taken place.
Whyarethecentralagenciesnot
raidingParamBirSingh?All the
investigatingagenciesarebeing
misused by the central govern-
ment."
BJP leader Sudhir

Mungantiwar, meanwhile,
claimed that after the arrest of
former police officer Sachin
Waze, several skeletons had
come out of the closet. "No one
shouldgivethisapoliticalcolour.
Even during the Congress'
regime, its leader Suresh

Kalmadiwas raided by CBI and
subsequentlyarrested.Didany-
oneaccusetheCongressofmis-
usingcentralagencies... thecen-
tral agencies should be allowed
todotheirwork...theyhavebeen
conductinginvestigationonlyaf-
ter factsemerged,"hesaid.
Pravin Darekar, opposition

leader in the state Legislative
Council,said,"Theseraidshave
nothing todowith thecentral
government. They are part of
the investigation. Such raids
usedtotakeplaceevenduring
Congress regimes.”
Referring to protests by

NCP workers in Nagpur, he
said, “Holding protests is not
anappropriate thing todo."
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RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
Yeejleer³e efj]peJe& yeQkeÀ

Department of Supervision
C-8, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra, Mumbai 400 051

Directions under Section 35A read with Section 56 of the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 -Shri Anand Co-operative Bank Limited,

Chinchwad, Pune, Maharashtra– Extension of Period
The Reserve Bank of India vide directive DCBS.CO.BSD-I/ D-16/ 12.22.474/
2018-19 dated June 21, 2019 had placed the Shri Anand Co-operative Bank
Limited, Chinchwad,Pune,Maharashtra under Directions from the close of
business on June 25, 2019 for a period of six months.The validity of the directions
was extended from time-to-time, the last being up to June 24, 2021.
2. It is hereby notified for the information of the public that, the Reserve Bank
of India, in exercise of powers vested in it under sub-section (1) of Section 35 A
read with Section 56 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, hereby directs that the
aforesaid Directions shall continue to apply to the bank till September 24, 2021
as per the directive DOR.MON.D-18/12.22.474/2021-22 dated June 22, 2021,
subject to review.
3. All other terms and conditions of the Directives under reference shall remain
unchanged. A copy of the directive dated June 22, 2021 notifying the above
extension is displayed at the bank’s premises for the perusal of public.
4. The aforesaid extension and /or modification by the Reserve Bank of India
should not per-se be construed to imply that Reserve Bank of India is satisfied with
the financial position of the bank.
Mumbai

(Monisha Chakraborty)
Chief General Manager

“Don’t get cheated by E-mails/SMSs/Calls promising you money”

AFTEREDRAIDSANILDESHMUKH’SRESIDENCE All parties, including Cong, needed
to create alternative front: Pawar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE25

NCP CHIEF Sharad Pawar on
Friday said if an alternative has
to be created against “those in
power at the Centre”, then it
should be formed by bringing
together all other parties, in-
cluding theCongress.
“For the last six months,

farmers' organisations have
been protesting in Delhi. It is a
non-political agitation. There
wasathoughtonthestrategyto
raisetheissueintheParliament.

Thus, few organisations and
some political parties came to-
gether without bringing their
political thoughts. They dis-
cussedpreparingawhitepaper
and presenting it to the Union
government,”Pawartoldmedi-
apersons.
TheNCPchief said, “Thedis-

cussion in themeetingwas not
onaThirdFrontbut I expressed
my opinion in the Rashtra
Manchthat if analternativehas
to be created to those in power
at the Centre, then it should be
with the Congress, along with
otherpolitical parties.”

NCPchief SharadPawarwithparty leadersDilipWalse-Patil,
VandanaChavanandPrashant Jagtapat theNCP
headquarters inPune.ArulHorizon

Central agencies beingmisused to target
political opponents,wewill fight back: NCP

Pune
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Environmental Public Hearing in respect of M/s.
Nira Bhima Co-operative Sugar Factory Ltd.,
Shahajinagar, Po. Redney, Tal. Indapur, Dist.
Pune, regarding expansion in existing capacity of
distillery project from 30 KL per day to 105 KL per
day in existing project complex of 3,500 TCD
sugar Factory, 18 MW Co-Gen Plant and 30 KLPD
Distillery, at Sahajinagar, Po.Redni, Tal-Indapur,
Dist-Pune was schedule on 02/07/2021 at 12:00
noon. However, due to Covid -19 epidemic, it is
decided to conduct online public hearing as per
the orders of District Collector, Pune and
Chairman of the public hearing. In view of above
the said public hearing will be conducted on
02/07/2021 at 12 noon through video conferencing
(ZOOM APPLICATION). The link of the public
hearing as bellow:-

https://zoom.us/j/91652384478?pwd=dHpYbkx
NKzNJWWRGK0JsRUc2cnYyUT09

Meeting ID: 916 5238 4478
Password: 02072021

Citizens can participate in the public hearing
through their mobile phone (By installing Zoom
app) or computer (by visiting the web site
https://zoom.us/join) by using given meeting ID
and password. Suggestions, objections and
statements regarding the proposed public hearing
can sent to sropune1@mpcb.gov.in Sd /-

(Pratap Jagtap)
Sub Regional Officer, Pune-1

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
Sub Regional Office Pune-1

NOTICE FOR ONLINE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING

Sr.
No.

Loan Agreement No./Name of the
Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s)/
Co-Applicant Name/Guarantor

Name

Demand Notice
Date and Amount

Description of secured asset(s)
(Immovable Property/ies)

1 LXKAT00216-170030419 /
Vivek Jitendra Singh/
Vikas Jitendra Singh

20-Apr-21 / Rs. 942467/-
(Rupees Nine Lac Forty Two
Thousand Four Hundred
Sixty Seven Only)

Flat No-103, 1st Floor, Jay Ganesh Aparment,
S.No. 10/2/16, Near Indian Oil Petrol Pump,
Mangdewadi, Pune, Maharashtra-411046

2 LXKAT00317-180062191/
Raju Ramesh Chipkar /
Ramesh Rajaram Chipkar/
Shanta Ramesh Chipkar/
Ramesh Rajaram Chipkar

20-Apr-21 / Rs. 1482214/-
( Rupees Fourteen Lac
Eighty Two Thousand Two
Hundred Fourteen Only)

Hissa No.- 45/32 , Sr. No.-46 (Old Sr. No.-86),
Village Kondhawa Budruk, Taluka-Haveli, District-
Pune, Maharashtra-411048

3 LXPIM00116-170028408 /
Rohit Ghansham Chavan /
Rita Ghansham Chavan/
Hitesh Ghanshyam Chavan

20-Apr-21 / Rs. 2457101/-
( Rupees Twenty Four Lac
Fifty Seven Thousand One

Hundred One Only)

Flat No.-401, 4th Floor, C- Building, Laxmi Enclave,
Keshav Nagar, Pune, Maharashtra-411036

4 LXPUN00115-160014796 /
Ramesh Arjun Naik /
Arjun Rama Naik

20-Apr-21 / Rs. 1063170/-
( Rupees Ten Lac Sixty
Three Thousand One
Hundred Seventy Only)

Flat No-02, 1st Floor, Shree Balaji Vishw, S.No-
9, Sopankaka Nagar, Gujarwadi, Near Ganpati
Mandir, Pune, Maharashtra-411044

5 LXPUN00316-170047517/
Suresh Bhima Chauhan /
Meena Suresh Chavan

20-Apr-21 / Rs. 2009844/-
( Rupees Twenty Lac Nine
Thousand Eight Hundred

Forty Four Only)

Flat No.-101, 1st Floor, Palm Shree Apartment,
Old Survey No-92, New Survey No-48, Hissa No-
1B/69, Kondhwa Bk, Haveli, Pune, Maharashtra-
411048

6 LXPUN00415-160009629 /
Bhatu Murlidhar Salunkhe /
Manisha Bhatu Salunkhe

20-Apr-21 / Rs. 1051881/-
( Rupees Ten Lac Fifty One
Thousand Eight Hundred

Eighty One Only)

Flat No. 401, 4th Floor, Shantai Apartment, Survey
No-85, Hissa No.-1B/2/2, Haveli, Pune, Kalpataru
Estate, Pune, Maharashtra-411061

7 LXHAD00116-170030348 /
Rohidas Nathu Tambade /
Poonam Rohidas Tambade

25-May-21 / Rs. 947806/-
( Rupees Nine Lac Forty
Seven Thousand Eight
Hundred Six Only)

Flat No.-12, 3rd Floor, A-Wing, Rukmai, Old
S.No-41/1, New S.No.-8, H.No.-1 /38 & 39,
Rukhmai, Khopade Nagar, Katarj, Mauje-Gujar
Nimbalkar Wadi, Taluka-Haveli, District-Pune,
Maharashtra-411046

8 LXPIM00116-170022359
/ Vivek Anil Saka / Anil
Nagnath Saka/ Ganesh
Satayanarayan Kongari

25-May-21/ Rs. 1489219/-
( Rupees Fourteen Lac

Eighty Nine Thousand Two
Hundred Nineteen Only)

Flat No.-105, 1st Floor, Swara Building, Ambegaon
Khurd, Pune, Survey No.-33, H No.-02, Pune,
Maharashtra-411046

9 LXPIM00117-180055183
Shivaji Balu Mankar /
Balu Kisan Mankar

25-May-21 / Rs. 890110/-
( Rupees Eight Lac Ninety
Thousand One Hundred

Ten Only

Flat No.-302, 3rd Floor, Sai Krupa, S No-76 & 86,
Ahiregaon, Shivane, Pune, Maharashtra-411023

10 LXPIM01115-160007352
/ Prakash Sudhakar
Sonawane/ Prachi Prakash
Sonawane

25-May-21 / Rs. 997270/-
( Rupees Nine Lac Ninety
Seven Thousand Two
Hundred Seventy Only

Flat No-03, Ground Floor, B-Wing, Forest Castle,
Survey No.-36/5/1/1-4, Mouje Ambegaon Budruk,
Taluka-Haveli, Newar Bhairavnath Temple, Pune,
Maharashtra-411046

11 LXPUN00116-170023824/
Sameer Ganesh Gholap /
Deepali Sameer Gholap

25-May-21 / Rs. 1402745/-
( Rupees Fourteen Lac Two
Thousand Seven Hundred

Forty Five Only)

Flat No.-203, 2Nd Floor, Sai Balaji Heights, S. No-
9, Hissa No.-2 /1B, Gujar Nimbalkarwadi, Pune,
Near Mastani Hotel, Maharashtra-411046

12 LXPUN00117-180055696/
Rohidas Nathu Tambade/
Poonam Rohidas Tambade

25-May-21 / Rs. 259581/-
( Rupees Two Lac Fifty Nine
Thousand Five Hundred

Eighty One Only)

Flat No.-12, 3rd Floor, Wing-A, Rukmai, Old
S No.-41/1, New S No.-8, Hissa No.-1/ 38 &
39, Hopade Nagar, Nimbalkar Wadi, Pune,
Maharashtra-411046

13 LXPUN00117-180061985 /
Asmita Suresh Kothawale/
Madhura Suresh Kothawale

25-May-21 / Rs. 219090/-
( Rupees Two Lac Nineteen
Thousand Ninety Only)

Flat No.- 401, 4th Floor, Swami SamarthApartment,
Datta Niwas, Jadhav Nagar, Mangdewadi, Pune,
Maharashtra-411046

14 LXPUN00216-170047658/
Sunil Harishchandra
Bhalerav/ Santosh
Harishchandra Bhalerao

25-May-21 / Rs. 700916/-
( Rupees Seven Lac Nine
Hundred Sixteen Only)

Survey No.-222, Plot No.-16, Dhangar
Wasti, Urali Devachi, Near Samata Vidyalay,
Maharashtra-412308

15 LXPUN00316-170030434 /
Abdulrazzak Abdulsatar
Shaikh / Abdulsattar
Waliahmed Shaikh/
Shafik Abdulsattar Shaikh/
Abdulsattar Waliahmed
Shaikh

25-May-21 / Rs. 1478858/-
( Rupees Fourteen Lac
Seventy Eight Thousand
Eight Hundred Fifty Eight

Only)

Survey No.- 2, Hissa No.-1/2/1/38, Mahavir Nagar,
Lane No-1, Mauje Wadgaon, Near Masjid, Sheri,
Taluka-Haveli, Maharashtra-411014

16 LXPUN00316-170034013/
Balu Harishchandra Ghuge/
Sulochana Balu Ghuge

25-May-21 / Rs. 1533014/-
( Rupees Fifteen Lac
Thirty Three Thousand

Fourteen Only)

Flat No-412, 4th Floor, Sai Samruddhi, Survey No-
77/8, Shivane, Pune, Dagat Patil Industrial Estate,
Maharashtra-411023

17 LXPUN00316-170036864/
Sachin Laxman Khetle/
Asha Sachin Khetle

25-May-21 / Rs. 1020509/-
( Rupees Ten Lac Twenty
Thousand Five Hundred

Nine Only)

Flat No-503, 5th Floor, Dudhane Heights, A-Wing,
Survey No.-93, Hissa No.-1, Shivane, Pune,
Maharashtra-413103

18 LXPUN00316-170037885/
Indrajeet Madhav Telange/
Komal Indrajeet Telange

25-May-21 / Rs. 1041316/-
( Rupees Ten Lac Forty One
Thousand Three Hundred

Sixteen Only

Gat No.-330 (Old-1352), Avhalwadi, Pune,
Maharashtra-412207

19 LXPUN00416-170037998/
Sumit Balasaheb Matere/
Laxmi Balu Matere

25-May-21 / Rs. 2267576/-
( Rupees Twenty Two Lac
Sixty Seven Thousand Five
Hundred Seventy Six Only

Flat No.-1, 1st Floor, Survey No.-57, Hissa No.-5
/ 1 /2, Lane No.-28, Sawali Apartment, Shivneri
Nagar, Mauje Kondhawa Khurd, Haveli, Pune,
Maharshtra-411048

20 LXPUN00416-170044691 /
Sagar Balasaheb Dhumal /
Varsha Sagar Dhumal

25-May-21/ Rs. 1553229/-
( Rupees Fifteen Lac Fifty
Three Thousand Two

Hundred Twenty Nine Only

Plot No.-88, Lane No.-01, Shivshambho
Nagar, Katraj, Near N Oil Petrol Pump,
Maharashtra-411046

Aspire Home Finance Corporation Limited
Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road, Opposite ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai-400025.

Email :- info@ahfcl.com. CIN :- U65923MH2013PLC248741

DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13 (2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL

ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT. 2002
Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and enforcement of Security Interest
Act. 2002 (the said Act) read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules. 2002 (the said Rule) In exercise
of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of said Rule, the authorized officer has issued
Demand notices under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s) / Co-borrowers, Guarantor/s to repay the
loan amount mentioned in the respective demand notices issued to them. In connection with above notice is hereby given
once again to all the parties to pay within 60 days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below,
together with further interest from the date(s) of Demand Notice till the date of payment. The detail of the Borrower(s)
amount dues on date of Demand Notice and Security offered towards repayment of loan amount are as under:-

Sd/-
Authorized Officer,

(Aspire Home Finance Corporation Ltd.)

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to AHFCL as aforesaid AHFCL shall proceed against the above
secured assets Under Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risk of the said Borrowers as to
the cost and consequences. The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets,
whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of AHFCL. Any person who contravenes
or abates contravention of the provision of the said Act or Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment
and / or penalty as provided under the Act.

Place : Maharashtra
Date : 26.06.2021

BUSINESS
ADVERTISEMENT

DEPOTS

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

CCHHAANNGGEEOOFFNNAAMMEE

MMAATTRRIIMMOONNIIAALL

AAUUNNDDHH--
SSuuyyooggEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
C/oSandeepBookStall,
SwajasComplex, Parihar
Chowk,Aundhgaon,
Pune-7.Mob. 9422011181.
CChhoorrddiiaa
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,
ArshadAjit Chordia.
17/18, AundhGaon, opp.
laneof CosmosBank,
Aundh, Pune-7. Tel:
25886118, 9960111123.
SShhrraaddddhhaaAAddss,,
Mrs.UjwalaKotbagi, 'A'
wing, Vastu-sunder, Near
KumarClassic, Pune-7.
Tel. 9371055799.
SSaannAAddss,,
Anurag, PlotNo. 10, near
KobeSilzler Cave, Aundh-
411007. Tel: 25881302/3/4.
AAPPPPAABBAALLWWAANNTTCCHHOOWWKK --
MM//ssVV.. VV..MMeeddhhii,,
VarunMedhi, 153,
BudhwarPeth, Near
Jogeshwari Temple, Opp.
Ganraj Books, Above
DTDCCourier, 2nd floor,
Pune-2. Ph. No.
9028967505, 8793647505,
(020) 24492149.
BBIIBBVVEEWWAADDII --
AAddSSeerrvviicceess,,
AmolNalawade,
Sr. No.659/28, Rajiv
GandhiNagar, Upper Last
BusStop, Bibvewadi,
Pune-17.Mobile
9420729914, 9021851460
AAkkaasshhAAddvvttgg,,
C. S. Sawar, 645/1, Shop
No.4, RasakarCampus,
BibawewadiMainRoad,
Bibawewadi, Pune-37.
Tel: 9922221261.
GGaanneesshhAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. VijayDeshmukh,
S.no. 672/2a /2b, Ganesh
Complex, ShopNo.3,
Bibvewadi, Pune-37.
Ph.no. 24219660,

9822841930.
BBAAJJIIRRAAOORROOAADD --
SSrrii GGaanneesshhAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
R. Nirmala, R. Ravi, 'Remedy',
1929, BajiraoRoad,Opp.
TelephoneBhavan, Pune-30. Ph.
No. 25232762, 9922220985.
BBAANNDDGGAARRDDEENNRRDD --
AAppeexxAAddvvttgg,,
Mapadan Firlosh,OfficeNo26-6-
7-8, AshokaMall, Opp. Sun&
SandHotel, BandgardenRd,
Pune.
Ph. No. 8975758860.
BBHHAAWWAANNII PPEETTHH --
GGlloobbeeEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
Tanveer RehmanShaikh, 718,
Bhawani Peth, PoonaCollege
Road, Pune-1.
M. 9890073883.
BBHHOOSSAARRII --
SSaammvvaaddAAddss..,
NearGawli uilding,
PuneNashikHighway, Bhosari,
Pune 411039.
CCHHIINNCCHHWWAADD --
IImmppeexxAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. AshfaqueA. Shaikh, C-25,
MIDCComml. BuildingNo.1, Nr
I.B.M.R. College, hinchwad,
Pune-411019. Ph. no. 27470282/
9822792583.
MMaayyuurreesshhwwaarr EEnntteerrpprriissee,,
LatishBalkawade, Chaphekar
Chowk, Chinchwadgaon, Pune.
Ph.no. 9422082164.
RRaakkaaAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mrs. Vimal Bafna, Raka
Chambers, Bombay-PuneRoad,
Chinchwad
Station, Pune-19. Ph. no.
27475055/ 27472250.
CCAAMMPP --
AAdd IInnddiiaa,,
OfficeNo. 102, 1st Floor, Sterling
Centre, Opp.Hotel Aurora
Towers,M.G. Road, Pune-1. Ph.
No. 26131993, 26135659,Mo:
9422083670.
HHiinndduussttaannAAddvveerrttiissiinnggAAggeennccyy,,
Mr. HirooSurtani, 7, Gitanjali
Kunj,
Opp.NehruMemorial Hall,
AmbedkarRoad, Pune-1. Ph. No.
26138113, 26133510, Fax:
26131487.
MMeeeennaattAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,

PPuunneeBroilers Traders’
AssociationRateOn
26.06.2021 For LiveBig
BirdsRs.123 Live
Tandoori BirdsRs.124
MominPoultry (Asif
Momin) 26336349.

0090286795-1

PPuunneeDistrict Broiler
TradersAssociation
Rateon 26.06.2021 for
LivebigbirdsRs.131
Live Small BirdsRs.128
Contact: 93091 13062

0090285085-56

VVeennccoobbbb today’s ex-
shopdelivery rate at
PuneRs 98per kg.
Contact (9522)
22872417, Pune (9520)
24269414. 0090284455-1

AAPuneBroiler Traders
AssociationRateon
26.06.2021 For Livebig
birdsRs 127 Live small
BirdsRs 125Contact:-
8695842684

0090281765-1

NNEECCCC suggested farm-
gateprice for 100eggs
on 26.06.2021 in Pune
without tray is Rs.550/-
(Rupees fivehundred
and fifty only)
Phone:NECC24270724,
26336377, Dealer:
24332689, 24455130,
24265787. 0090284331-86

PPiimmpprriiChinchwad
Broilers Traders
AssociationRateOn
26.06.2021 For LiveBig
BirdsRs 127 Live small
BirdsRs 126Al_Taqdeer
Broiler(Siraj Shaikh
9822931357 ,7720080489.

0090286498-1

MARRIAGEBUREAU
KKEERRAALLIITTEEMumbaiNair
boys 34, PG,
Pooruruttathi, 7 LacPA.,
37, BE, PGThiruvathira,
10 LacpA, 30, Aswathy,
BE,MBA, Pune. Contact:
SmithaMatrimonial and
HouseServantAgency.
9867770184.

0070743471-1

POULTRY

IIParabArunHari Army
No 15362709W My
Daughter name is
incorrect inmyArmy
record before was
Vaibhavi nowchanged
toParabVaibhavi Arun
asper affidavit no
313/2021. 0090286893-1

IISreelekshmiMPwife of
No 15718362HNK
Nandulal Nhave
changedmyname
ShreelekshmiMP to
SreelekshmiMPasper
Aff No
2152141941268500432266
dated 22/06/21.

0090286897-1

IIArmyNo.14824366N
Rank-Sep/MtTakale
SanjayMaruti Declares
ThatMySonName
Corrected FromOmTo
OmSanjayTakaleAsPer
GazzetNo.P-21164Dated
On08/04/2021

0090286901-1

IIhave changedmyold
nameSumit Sunil
Kulkarni tomynew
nameTobirama
HashiramaSenju vide
Affidavit numberNo.
2559/2021dated 25-06-
2021. 0090286899-1

II,,No. JC289151P, Rank -NB
SUB (OPR), Name -Yejare
Deelip Pandurang,
herebydeclare that the
nameofmydaughter
hasbeenchanged from
Aaradhya toAaradhya
DeelipYejare asper
affidavit no. 32244/21.

0090286892-2

Mynamehaswrongly
recorded inmydaughter
AaryaBagdepassport
asAmit Bagdebutmy
true &correct name is
Amitabh Ravindra
Bagde. Aaddhar no
953954438609.

0090286891-1

II Jc-802040F Exsub/AEC
BikashKarD-801
LaxminagarDhanori
pune 411015hereby
declare thatmywife’s
actual dateof Birth is
02May1961 andname is
MamataBikashKar
whereas itwas
publishedwrongly inmy
service recordsasDate
of Birth 23November
1960 andnameMamata
Mishra,whichhasbeen
published videGazette
no-P-2033652dated 19-
25November 2020

0090286896-1

II , KendreRohini Baliram
Spouseof No.15798448M
RankL/NK Kendre
BaliramBalaji residing
Post Kurula,TqKandhar ,
KurlaNanded
Maharashtra. Statesmy
name is incorrect inmy
husband Army record
beforewas Jaybhaye
Rohini Namdevnow
changed toKendre
Rohini Baliramasper
affidavit No 712/2021
Dated 16 June 2021 .

0090286894-1

IINo15394161KHAV
Baharul Islam
Choudhury resident of
Vill post-Ujankupapt-II
Dist-Hailakandi Assam
Inmyarmy recordsmy
wife namemistakenly
mentionedasHena
BegamChoudharyher
correct name isHena
BegumChoudhuryand
myson’s name is
mentionedasMd
JaharrulHassanChis
correct name isMd
JaharulHassan
Choudhury. Please
correct name inmy
service records.

0090286897-2

Changeof name&DOBI
No.-14250282A, Rank-
HAV Suryakant
Jagannath Tamhankar
Ganeshnagar, Wagholi,
Tal-Haveli, Dist-Pune
412207, InArmyRecord
MyWife’sName-Rajni &
DOB14/10/1966 is
Wronglywritten
Actually CorrectName
asper Aadharcard&
Pancard is Rajani
Suryakant Tamhankar &
DOB- 01/06/1967, vide
Affidavit No-
272/2021,Date-
11/02/2021. 90286889-1

I, Vidya,wife ofNo.
JC289151P, Rank -NBSUB
(OPR), Name -Yejare
Deelip Pandurang,
herebydeclare thatmy
namehasbeenchanged
fromVidya toVidya
Deelip Yejare asper
affidavit no. 32243/21.

0090286892-1

Pune: A 53-year-old woman
who had posted an advertise-
mentonrealestateportals,seek-
ing to rentoutherapartment in
Pune,wasdupedofRs1.64 lakh
byanonline fraudsterwhopre-
tendedtobeapotential tenant.
The person contacted the

womanonhercellphonenum-
ber,whichshehadpostedalong
withtheadvertisement,onMay
27. He told the woman that he
wanted her apartment on rent
andwas willing to pay the ex-
pecteddepositandrentamount.
He said he would transfer the
money to her account through
anonlinewallet.
Thewomanandhersonthen

receivedsomeQRcodesontheir
cell phones. Some time after
they scanned theseQRcodes as
per the instructions of theman,
Rs 1.64 lakh was transferred
from their bank accounts to
some other accounts without
their consent, throughmultiple
online transactions. ENS

Pune: Pune City Police's Crime
Branch has arrested two per-
sons, Ajuharuddin Shaikh (24)
andSantoshSureshDevkar(32),
for allegedly demanding extor-
tionmoneyof Rs50 lakh froma
businessman.
Police said the complainant,

who owns a construction com-

pany, received a phone call on
June 16 from a person who
threatened to kill the business-
man and his family unless he
paid themRs50 lakh.
After the businessman ap-

proached the police for help,
theyaskedhimtomaintaincon-
tactwiththeextortionist.Asper

policeinstructions,hecalledthe
accusedtoAundh.Whiletheac-
cused, identified as Shaikh,was
taking themoney fromhim, he
wasarrestedbyapolice team.
Shaikhtoldthepolicethathe

demanded extortion money
fromthebusinessmanasperthe
instructions of his aide Suresh
Devkar, who used towork as a
driver for thebusinessman.
Devkar quit his job in 2016

and later decided to extort
money from the businessman
through Shaikh to repay a loan,
saidpolice.Hehasalsobeenar-
rested. ENS

2 held for trying to extort Rs 50 lakh from businessman

Woman who
posted online advt
for renting out
apartment cheated
of Rs 1.64 lakh

Pune:Asmany as eight sandal-
woodtreeswerechoppeddown
and stolen fromthepremises of
theHighExplosivesFactory(HEF)

inKhadki. KetanPatange, a junior
workersmanagerwho is also the
headof the security sectionof the
HEF, has lodged the first informa-

tionreportinthiscaseattheKhadki
policestation.AccordingtotheFIR,
eightsandalwoodtrees,estimated
tocostRs7lakh,locatedinthemag-

azine region inside theHEF,were
choppeddownandstolenbetween
6 pm on June 19 and 6 am on
June20. ENS

8 sandalwood trees
stolen from High
Explosives Factory

Pune
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Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 96461-22185)
TENDER ENQUIRY No. 236/SS-II(D) Dated: 25.06.2021

Dy. CE/Sub station Design/TS Organization, PSPCL, C-1, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply & Delivery of 1000 nos.
11KV VCB Panels (SCADA-Compatible). For detailed NIT & Tender Specification
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 28.06.2021 (09.00 AM onwards).

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

5547/Pb C-244/21

����� ��� ������ �� ������
 �������
�
���� �� ��	����� 	��  �
���
����

���	�	�	�	�
 � %������� �� �	����	� %�����	�
�
�������� �� #��
	���� $��� �� %���	

���%!# %��%�%�$ �#�"#�
��� ������������������� ����������
������ ������� ��� ����� 	�� ������
  ����
������� ������� �� ���� ���������� ��� 	������
������ ������ ��� ������� ������	��	
����

������	�

"!	�!'#'� ��� ����� ����"�������&$$$�! 
�� $����&'���''��
''�� ''�� �� � $��� &'��'�%� �������� ���!����!��!��

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

NORTH EASTERN RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KEONJHAR
“e”Procurement Notice for Road Works under Periodical

Maintenance
Identification No. Road Online NCB No. 314

No. 2769/ Date: 24.06.2021

O-390

1. Name of the work : Periodical maintenance such as renewal coat
with SDBC of five years completed PMGSY
Roads in the District of Keonjhar.

2. No. of work : 06 (Six) Nos.
3. Estimated Cost : As per Annexure in NIT.
4. Class of Contractor (Eligible) : As per Annexure in NIT.

5. Period of Completion : As per Annexure in NIT.

6. Other details :

Procurement
Officer

Bid
Identification

No.

Availability of
tender On-line for

bidding

Last Date &
Time of
seeking
Tender

Clarification

Date & Time of
Opening of Tender
in O/O S.E.N.E.R.W.

Circle, Keonjhar
From To Technical

Bid
Financial

Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Superintending
Engineer, North
Eastern Rural
Works Circle,

Keonjhar

Road Online
NCB No. 314

Dt.
02.07.21
at 11.00

A.M.

Dt.
16.07.21

up to
5.00
P.M.

Dt. 15.07.21
up to 5.00

P.M.

Dt.
19.07.21
at 11.00

A.M.

Will be
intimated

later

� Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/- P.K. Misra
Superintending Engineer,
N.E.R.W. Circle, Keonjhar
OIPR-25048/11/0015/2122

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
(CIVIL), ODISHA

NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
File No.B-I-Home-Puri-71/2015 Lr. No.23602 Dt. 23rd June. 2021

Invitation for Bids
Bid Identification No. OSD (B) — 04 / 2021-22

B-177

1 The OSD (Buildings) Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of Governor
of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover system in
ONLINE MODE only, for the work “Construction of Court Guest
House at Puri” amounting to Rs.16,90,00,000/- (Approximate) as
detailed below.

2 Nature of work : Building work

3 No. of work : 01 No.
4 Bid Cost. : ` 10,000/-
5 Class of Contractor : Super Class
6 Availability of Bid

Documents in the
website

: From dt. 02.07.2021 to 17.00 Hours of
dt.22.07.2021

7 Date of Opening of Bid : Dt.23.07.2021 at 11:30 AM.
8 The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further

details can be seen from the website:
https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/ corrigendum /
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-
OSD (Buildings),

Odisha, Bhubaneswar
OIPR-34117/11/0019/2122

TELANGANA STATE INDUSTRIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION LIMITED (TSIIC),

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA UNDERTAKING
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

RFP No. 2, Dt: 26.06.2021
TSIIC invites proposals from eligible firms for undertaking the project “Setting up of Pressure
Swing Adsorption (PSA) based Oxygen Generating Plants along with establishment of
Medical Oxygen supply lines at public health facilities across the state of Telangana on
“Turnkey” basis and thereafter Operate & Manage the established facilities for three years”.
RFP document can be downloaded from the website: www.tsiic.telangana.gov.in
Proposals shall be submitted on or before 08.07.2021, 3.00 pm at following address:
The Chief Engineer, TSIIC, 5th floor, Parisrama Bhavan, Fateh Maidan Road, Basheerbagh,
Hyderabad, Telangana 500004: Phone No- 040-23237672

Sd/-
Vice Chairman & Managing Director

R.O. No. : 13224-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22
Date: 26.06.2021

MANOJMORE
PUNE, JUNE25

EIGHT VILLAGES in Pune dis-
trict'sBaramatitalukahavebeen
declaredcontainmentzones till
July 7 following a sharp rise in
Covid-19 cases in the last one
week. Only essential services
will beallowed in thesevillages
till then.
"The cases in these villages

have doubled in a week," said
Block Development Officer
Dadasaheb Kamble. "After 15
days, wewill review the situa-
tion. If cases do not rise further,
we will lift the containment
measures,"headded.
"Though cases are coming

downinurbanareas, there isan
increase in rural areas.Wehave
instructedofficialstoensurethat
the containment plan is strictly
adheredtobytheresidents,"said
Kamble.
Officials said since February

this year, Baramati had started
witnessing an increase in cases
of coronavirus infection.
"Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawarhadinstructedofficialsto
implementstringentrestrictions
allowing only hospitals and
medicalstorestoremainopen...,"
theysaid.
Thevillageswhichhavebeen

declared as containment zones
include Katewadi, where the
Pawar family lives, Sawal,
Pundare, Shirsuphal,
Manajinagar, Morgaon,
Malegaon Budruk and
UndhwadiKathepathar.Officials
said each of these villages has
more than 10 active cases. The
totalpopulationofthesevillages
isestimatedtobearound7,000.
KamblesaidBaramatitaluka

has 118 villages. "Of these, at
least 24 villages currently have
no active Covid-19 cases.
However,wedon'thaveasingle
villagewherenocasewasfound
in the last15months,"hesaid.

8 villages in
Baramati taluka
declared
containment
zones till July 7

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE25

THERE WILL be no further
relaxations in lockdownnorms
for a few days in Pune
district, the state government
said on Friday.
“Thenumberofpatientsand

the positivity rate has reduced.
However,expertshavepredicted
an increase in patients in the
comingdays.Thus,theadminis-
tration has decided to continue
with the existing lockdown
norms,” said state Home
Minister DilipWalse-Patil after
reviewingtheCovid-19situation
in thedistrict.
“There is a third wave of

coronavirus infections in other
countries. There is fear of
thesameinourcountry,accord-
ing to experts. The administra-
tion is preparing to handle the
situation but local residents
should notmove out unneces-
sarily... and many have been
found to be moving out,” said
Walse-Patil.
He said increasing crowdat

weddings was a cause of con-
cern and police have been
asked to strictly implement
rules of limited attendance at
such functions.
In accordance with earlier

orders, most activities in the
city have been allowed, but
Covid-appropriate behaviour
has to be followed and only
limited number of people are
allowed at events.
ThePMChadreimposed the

weekendlockdownandnonon-
essentialactivitiesorservicesare
allowedonweekends.
Meanwhile, Baramati MP

Supriya Sule said the Covid-19
review meeting for Pune dis-
trictwaschairedbyWalse-Patil
as Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, who usually
holds the reviewmeeting, had
a scheduled meeting some-
where else.
Sule said everyone should

take the pandemic seriously
and everyone should behave
responsibly.
“We need not celebrate if

there is a decrease in the num-
berof patients. It’s a virus and it
is going to mutate. Everyone
needstocontinuetakingcareof
themselves,” shesaid.

No further
relaxations
for Pune, same
set of Covid
lockdown rules
stay in place

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,JUNE25

MAHARASHTRAHASbecomethe
firststateinthecountrytoadmin-
ister3crorevaccinedosesagainst
coronavirus.Thestatecrossedthis
milestoneat2pmonFriday, said
Dr PradipVyas, additional chief
secretary(health).
Asmanyas 4,176 sites across

thestateconductedvaccinations
onFriday,ofwhich3,661werein
government facilitieswhile 515
were private ones, Dr Vyas told
TheIndianExpress.Vaccinedoses
weregivento4.8lakhbeneficiar-
iesbytheendof theday.
Till date, as many as

3,00,27,217 vaccine doses have
been administered, of which
2,42,37,793 are first doses of the
vaccine.
Across the state, a total of 1.6

crorebeneficiariesabove45have
gotthefirstdoseofCovid-19vac-
cinewhile 37.69 lakh have got

bothdoses.
Inthe18-44agegroup,atotal

of 45.85 lakh beneficiaries have
got the first vaccine
dosewhile2.47lakhhavegotboth
doses.A totalof 12.6 lakhbenefi-
ciaries in the category of health-
careworkers have got the first
dosewhile8.25lakhhavegotboth
doses.
Asmany as 20.77 lakh front-

lineworkershavegotthefirstvac-

cinedosewhile8.87lakhhavegot
both doses, according to state
Healthdepartmentdata.
InanonlineaddressonFriday,

stateHealthMinisterRajeshTope
said itwas essential to get vacci-
natedandappealed to local resi-
dentstogetthejab.
“Wehaveacapacitytoadmin-

ister 10 lakh vaccine doses per
day...iftheCentregivesusenough
doses,wecancompletegivingthe

jab to another six crore people
withintwomonths,”hesaid.
But even for thosewhohave

beenvaccinated, itwascrucial to
maintainCovid-appropriate be-
haviour,saidTope.
“Thisisamustdespitethevac-

cination and it includeswearing
masks,maintaining social dis-
tance and hand hygiene,” he
urged.

Puneadministers over
42 lakhdoses,Mumbai
over50 lakh
Punedistrict administration

hasgivenover42lakhCovidvac-
cine doses while Mumbai has
crossed themilestoneof 50 lakh
vaccinedoses.OnFriday,1.39lakh
vaccinedoseswereadministered
inPunedistrict.
According to stateHealthde-

partmentdata, asmanyas18.87
lakh persons above 45 have
got the first vaccine dose
while4.97lakhhavebeenadmin-
isteredbothvaccinedosesinPune.

In the age group of 18-44
years, Punehas been able to ad-
minister the first Covid vaccine
dosetomorethan10.32lakhben-
eficiarieswhile 25,179 have got
bothdoses.
Thereare1.54lakhhealthcare

workerswho have got the first
vaccinedosewhile of these, 1.03
lakhhavegotbothdoses.Among
the frontlineworkers, 2.41 lakh
beneficiarieshavegotthefirstvac-
cinedose,ofwhich1.06lakhhave
gotbothvaccinedoses.
After Mumbai and Pune,

Thanehasadministeredthehigh-
est number of vaccine doses,
23.46 lakh, followed byNagpur
(15.5lakh),Kolhapur(12.95lakh)
andNashik(12.6lakh)inthestate.
"We have got 1.74 lakh

Covishield vaccine doses and
7,000 Covaxin doses and they
have been distributed to Pune
Rural, PMC and Pimpri-
Chinchwadaccordingly," saidDr
SanjayDeshmukh,assistantdirec-
tor(Medical),Punecircle--which
includesPune,SataraandSolapur.

Over42 lakhvaccinated inPunedistrict,50 lakh inMumbai

PANDEMIC INNUMBERS

17
NumberofCovid-19deaths
reported inPuneon
Friday.

17,693
Thedeathtoll so far in
district.

1,139
Numberof fresh
coronaviruscasesreported
onTuesday.

10,455,45
Thetotalpositive
casesso far inthedistrict.

Maharashtra crossesmilestone
of 3 crore Covid vaccine doses

ALIFIYAKHAN
PUNE, JUNE25

AS THE management council
meetingofSavitribaiPhulePune
University(SPPU)takesplaceon
Saturday, it will decide on the
fateof severalcollegesthathave
soughtpermissionfromtheuni-
versity to shut down courses or
eventheentire institution.
Among those that have

soughtpermissiontoclosedown
are Dr D Y Patil College of
Engineering and Innovation,
Maval, which runs two courses
ofBE(mechanical)andBE(civil),
VikhePatilFoundation’sPravara
Centre for Management
Research andDevelopment, off
SenapatiBapatRoad,whichhas
anMBA course with an intake
capacity of 120 students, the
Bachelor of Architecture course
at Pravara Rural Education
Society’sCollegeofArchitecture,
Mohu, Vidya Pratisthan’s
Indapur College of Architecture
andtheBEdegree inelectronics
and telecommunication at
Gopinath Munde Institute of
Engineering Education and
Research,Nashik.
Over thepast fewyears, col-

legesandinstitutesofferingpro-
fessionalcourseshavebeencon-
sistentlyclosingdownacrossthe

country,withMaharashtrahav-
ingahighnumberofclosuresas
well. The increasing number of
vacantseatsinengineering,MBA
andarchitecturecollegesdueto
lowdemand from students has
led to this scenario.
Data from the state CET cell

showsnearly45percentseatsin
first-year engineering courses
haveremainedvacant,withover
95 per cent of vacancies in pri-
vate unaided engineering insti-
tutes.Lastyear,of55,000vacant
engineering seats, more than
54,000wereinprivateinstitutes.
Onanaverage,atleast50en-

gineeringcollegeshavebeenap-
plying for closure every year,
which prompted even the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) to stopoffer-
ingpermissiontonewengineer-
ingcolleges from2020-21.
State CET cell figures show

that the sheen of MBA iswear-
ingoff aswellwithone inevery
three available MBA andMMS
seat finding no takers in aca-
demicyear2020-21.
Experts saidanoverall trend

ofdecreasingdemandfromstu-
dents for such courses besides
lossof familyincomeorjobsdue
to thepandemicmighthave led
to the situationwhere colleges
findnotakersforcoursesandare
nowunable tosustain them.

Some SPPU colleges
seek nod to wind up
professional courses

Pune: Fivepersons, including an
autorickshawdriver,havebeenar-
rested for robbing a passenger.
Police said the passenger, Vijay
Gurav (29), came to Pune from
Kolhapurbybusandtookanauto-
rickshaw fromMaldhakka junc-
tiontogotohishouseinWagholi
around4amonWednesday.
Theauto-rickshawdrive and

his accomplices allegedly took
Gurav to another place, They al-
legedly dragged himout of the
auto-rickshawandrobbedhimof
cash,hismobilephoneandtourist
bag, allworthoverRs3,000, and
escapedfromthespot.Guravap-
proached the police, who
launchedasearchfortheaccused
andnabbedfiveofthem. ENS

Auto-rickshaw driver, 4 others
arrested for robbing passenger

LAST-MINUTE RUSH
Shoppers throngLaxmiRoadaheadof theweekendlockdown, inPuneonFriday.AshishKale

SAMRIDDHISAKUNIA
PUNE, JUNE25

NIKHIL PATIL (21), an engineer
fromGujarat’sVadodara, feltre-
lievedwheninMayhemanaged
to book a vaccination slot after
trying for over a dozen times. A
fewweeks earlier, Patil had se-
cured an admission in Canada’s
UniversityofWindsorforapost-
graduatecourseinindustrialen-
gineeringandwantedtoensure
that he was fully vaccinated
whenheapplies forvisa.
However, Patil, like thou-

sands of other Indian students
goingabroadforstudiesandvac-
cinatedwithCovaxin, is facinga
dilemma.Patilwasadministered
the first jab of Covaxin, the

Covid-19 vaccine developed by
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech,whichisstillwaitingfor
an approval from the World
HealthOrganisation (WHO).
Last week, the latest bid by

Bharat Biotech’s US partner
Acugen toobtainanemergency
use authorisationwas rejected
by the US Food and Drug
Administration.
The lack of approval from

WHOmeansthatmostcountries
will treat those administered
with Covaxin as “non-vacci-
nated”. Theywill have to follow
the quarantine rules of the re-
spectivecountrytheyaretravel-
ling to, andmay require to re-
ceive another vaccine, which is
approved in that country.
AkarshThodupunuri,agrad-

uate from Hyderabad, too
rushed to take the vaccine to
make sure that he is fully vacci-
natedbeforehetravelstohiscol-
lege inCanada inAugust.
“ItookCovaxinasonlyitwas

availableat that time.Littledid I
know that this decisionwould
jeopardise my career,” said
Thodupunuri.
Whilesomestudentscanaf-

ford to bear the expenses of
quarantine facilities abroad,
some had to postpone their
planstonextyear.TheWHOand
theCentreareyet toofferapos-
itive replyon theCovaxin issue.
Seafarers, who sail to differ-

ent countries, are facing similar
problemsaswell.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Cloud over vaccine approval: Students who
got Covaxin worry about overseas study plan
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THISJUNE,fourof thefivemajor
dams providing drinkingwater
to PuneandPimpri-Chinchwad
havemorewaterstockthanthey
had in thesameperiodof 2020.
As of Friday, the collective

water stock in Khadakwasla,
Panshet, Varasgaon, Panshet
andPavanadamsstoodat10.81
TMC (thousand million cubic
feet).Duringthesameperiodof
2020, the collective stock was
7.85 TMC.
Punedistrict has seenheavy

rain in June.Till June23, thedis-
trict had recorded 240mm of
rain, whichwas nearly 100 per
centabovenormal for themon-
soononsetmonthhere.
"The catchment areas have

recordedsteadyandcontinuous
rainfalltill lastweek.Inaddition,

the dams had reserve stocks
whichiswhythewaterstockthis
yearishigher,"saidanofficialin-
charge of the reservoir at the
Irrigationdepartment.
The catchment areas of

TemgharandPavanadamshave
so far received above normal
rainfall for June.
TherainfallsinceJune1atthe

catchment areas in the district

range between 250mm and
530mm.
Currently,Khadakwasladam

holds55percentof its capacity,
whereas stocks in Panshet and
Pavanawereover30per centof
the total capacity.
Varasgaon and Temghar

dams had over 20 per cent and
14percentoftheirstock,respec-
tively, asonFriday.

Stock in 4 dams supplying water
to Pune higher than in June 2020

RESERVOIR STATUS IN PUNE
(IN TMCASOF JUNE25
RESERVOIR 2021 2020
Khadakwasla 1.1 1.2
Panshet 3.95 2.19
Varasgaon 2.66 1.75
Temghar 0.53 0.15
Pavana 2.95 2.56
Source : IrrigationDepartment,Maharashtra

Pune
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HOMEWARD BOUND
PresidentRamNathKovindFridayboardsaspecial train forKanpur fromSafdarjungrailway
station inNewDelhi.Hewillvisithisbirthplace inUttarPradeshwherehewill interactwith
hisoldacquaintances fromschooldaysandtheearlydaysofhis social service.This is the first
timein15years thatan incumbentPresident is travellingbytrain.Thetrainmadetwostop-
overs, at JhinjhakandRuraofKanpurDehat,beforearrivingatKanpurCentral station inthe
evening.There, thePresidentwasreceivedbyUttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath
andGovernorAnandibenPatel. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
annulledtheCalcuttaHighCourt
orderrefusingtoaccepttheaffi-
davits filed by theWest Bengal
government, Chief Minister
MamataBanerjeeandstateLaw
Minister Moloy Ghatak in the
Narada scam case and directed
the High Court to consider the
pleaafresh.
“We request the High Court

to first decide the aforesaid ap-
plications of the petitioners
herein,fortakingthecounteraf-
fidavit/affidavits in response on
record,beforeproceedingtode-
cide the merits of the case,” a
bench comprising Justices
Vineet Saran and Dinesh
Maheshwariheld.
“Wemay further add that to

avoidanyprejudicetobecaused
to any of the parties, the order

dated09.06.2021shallstandan-
nulled and theHigh Court shall
decide the matter de-novo. It
goes without saying that after
deciding the aforesaid applica-
tionsof thepetitioners,theHigh
Court shall decide the further
course of action and proceed
withthematteraccordingly,”the
court said.
On May 17, the CBI had

moved the High Court seeking
recall of a specialCBI judge’sor-

der granting bail to four TMC
leaders in the Narada case and
sought the transfer of the case
from the CBI court to the High
Court itself.
In an order on June 9, the

HighCourthadrefusedtoaccept
the affidavits by Banerjee and
Ghatak since the arguments by
thestatehadconcluded.TheHC
hadremarkedthatthestatehad
taken a “calculated risk” by
choosing not to put its stand on

record earlier and the court did
notallowthegovernmenttofile
theaffidavit later.
However, the state and both

BanerjeeandGhatakarguedthat
filing the affidavit became nec-
essary because the CBI alleged
the presence of the CMand the
law minister as grounds for
transferof thecaseandfornulli-
fying proceedings before the
specialCBI judge.
As per the Supreme Court’s

Friday order, the HC will now
havetohearthepleade-novo,or
asif it isbeingarguedforthefirst
time.If theaffidavitsareallowed
to be taken on record, then CBI
will get a fresh chance to refute
thestand.
A freshapplicationwill have

tobemovedbefore a five-judge
benchof theHighCourtheaded
by acting Chief Justice Rajesh
Bindal,seekingpermissiontofile
anapplication.
Justices Saran and

Maheshwariaskedif theBengal
governmenthadwaiveditsright
of filinganaffidavit since it only
brought up the applications on
June7and9,althoughthehear-
ing began onMay 17. However,
senioradvocateRakeshDwivedi,
who appeared for Banerjee and
Ghatak, argued that there is no
practice in the Calcutta High
Court requiringparties to filean
application seeking permission
to fileanaffidavit.
“CBIfileditsaffidaviton2ndof

June,without taking liberty and
introducedcompletelynewfacts,”
senior advocate Vikas Singh ar-
guedonbehalfofWestBengal.
Appearing for the CBI,

Solicitor General TusharMehta
saidthattheagencywilloppose
the plea seeking permission to
file the affidavit and in case the
HCallowstheparties to fileaffi-
davits, then the agency would
seek an opportunity to argue
against them.

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH, JUNE25

AICCLEADERRahulGandhicon-
tinued hismeetingswith lead-
ers from the Punjab unit of the
party for the fourth day on
Friday. During the course of the
day,Rahulmet leadersbelieved
to be close to CM Amarinder
Singh. There are no meetings
scheduled for Saturday, sources
said.
Those who met Rahul in-

cludedseasonedpoliticianofthe
state Congress like Local Bodies
Minister BrahmMohindra, for-
merministerRanaGurjit Singh,
Health Minister Balbir Sidhu,
Education Minister Vijay
Inder Singla, MLAs Balwinder
SinghLaddiSherowalia,Lakhbir
SinghLakha, SukhwinderSingh

Danny.
Rahulalso

met political
secretary of
the Chief
MinisterCapt
Sandeep
Singh
Sandhu.Heis
also general
secretary in-
charge of
PPCC.
Mandi

Board chairman Lal Singh and
Rajya SabhaMP Shamsher Sigh
Dullo were also among those
whomethim.
Themeetingswentontilllate

in theevening.
Afewpartyleaders,whomet

Rahul on Friday said the AICC
leaderappearedtohavealready
madeuphismindonsortingout
thecrisis inPunjabCongress.
During Friday’smeetings, a

number of leaders are learnt
to have expressed their reserva-
tions against giving a leading
role toSidhuinthepartyorgani-
sation.
A senior leader is learnt to

have told Rahul that the way
Sidhu had spoken against his
ownpartygovernmenthadsent
awrongsignal.
Accordingtosources,healso

raised the way Sidhu spoke
about the party using him as a
showpiece, adding that some-
one needs to ask Sidhu if the
CongressinPunjabwaswinning
for all these decades because
him.
“The issue that Sidhu’s

mother lost twice fromDakala,
anAssemblysegmentbeforethe
reorganisationofsegments,was
also raised,” a leader said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE25

CONTINUINGWITHitspolicyof
promoting religious tourism in
the state, the Uttar Pradesh
CabinetonFridaygaveitsnodfor
theformationofVindhyaDham
Development Council and
ChitrakootDhamDevelopment
Council. Thedecisionwastaken
at a cabinetmeeting chaired by
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath.
The Ma Vindhyavasini

Temple,Vindhyachal, located in
Mirzapurdistrict, isaprominent
religiousplaceforHindus,while
Chitrakootisanotherimportant
religioushub.
The councils will be headed

bytheCMwhowillbethechair-
man, while Culture Affairs
Minister Neelkanth Tewari will
be thevice-chairman,agovern-
ment spokesperson said after
themeeting.
Astatespokespersonsaidthe

Councilswillwork towards im-
proving religious tourism in the
regions and develop plans to
promote it, based on their cul-
turalandecologicallegacy.“This
is being donewith an intention
togenerateemploymentandde-
velop the two places as world-
class destinations,” said the
spokesperson.
During themeeting, a pro-

posal was approved to give ex-
emptiononstampdutyandreg-
istrationfeestothejointventure
company –Noida International
Airport Limited– for leasingout
landfortheJewarairportproject.
TheCabinetalsoapprovedan

allotmentof5,493squaremetre
Nazul land to the Culture
Department for the develop-
ment of the Dr BR Ambedkar
CulturalCentre inLucknowfree
of cost.

NARADASCAM

ChiefMinisterMamataBanerjee;LawMinisterMoloyGhatak

Top court annuls HC refusal to accept
replies byMamata, Bengalminister

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

PERSONAL ENGAGEMENT
JAMMUANDKashmir L-GManoj Sinha had a hectic day on
Thursday, jugglingpersonal andprofessional responsibilities.
Whiletheall-partymeetingofpoliticalleadersfromJammuand
KashmircalledbyPrimeMinisterNarendraModiwasunderthe
spotlightthroughtheday,Sinhahadanotherimportantengage-
ment–weddingofhisson– later intheevening.Theall-party
meetingscheduledearlyafternoonwentontilltheevening,just
intimeforSinhatorushtohisDelhiresidenceandgetreadyas
thehostoftheweddingceremony.Truetohisunderstatedstyle,
theweddingwasaclosefamilyaffairwithvirtuallynopolitical
heavyweight–eitherfromtheCentreorJammuandKashmiror
evenbureaucrats–inattendance.Theweddingwasheldunder
Covidprotocols,withonlyfamilymembersinattendance.

EMERGENCY POTSHOT
ON THE anniversary of the Emergency imposed by Indira
Gandhi in1975,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi tookashotat
the Congress on Twitter. Using the hashtag
#DarkDaysOfDemocracy,thePMtweetedthattheEmergency
period“witnessedasystematicdestructionofinstitutions”and
addedthatitwashow“Congresstrampledoverourdemocratic
ethos”. He said “we remember all those greatswho resisted
the Emergency andprotected Indian democracy” and asked
thepeople to“pledgetodoeverythingpossible tostrengthen
India’sdemocraticspirit,andliveuptothevaluesenshrinedin
ourConstitution”.HealsosharedalinktoaBJPpostcallingthe
Emergencyan“unbelievablephaseinIndia'sdemocracy”.

FOR A CAUSE
ALONGWITHdoing itsusualdutiesduring thepandemic, the
RailwayProtectionForcehasdevisedaplantotakecareof the
so-calledCovidorphans.TheRPFhasaspecialplantoreachout,
secureand rehabilitate childrenorphanedbyCovid. It hasnot
onlyaskeditsownstaff to lookout forsuchchildren innearby
areas, it is also sensitisingpassengers about it. Onenodal RPF
personnel for each child is beingmade responsible from the
timethechildissecuredtothetimeofhisorherrehabilitation.

Religious tourism
push: Chitrakoot,
Mirzapur to get
development
councils soon

Rahulmet
leadersclose
toAmarinder

Rahul spends
another day
meeting Punjab
leaders; no way
forward yet

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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KERALAWOMEN’SCommission
chairperson,M C Josephine, re-
signed from her post on Friday
after her remarks to a woman
complaining of domestic vio-
lence on a live TV show on
Wednesday created a furore
across thestate.
Josephineisamemberof the

CPI (M) central committee. She
had eight moremonths left to
completeafive-yeartermasthe
women’s panel chief. Over the
past four years, Josephine has
courted controversy several
timeswithher remarks.
OnWednesday, Josephine

was participating in a live
phone-in programme on a
Malayalam TV channel. During
the show, a woman called- in

andtoldJosephineaboutalleged
harassmentshewasfacingfrom
herhusbandandmother-in-law.
Josephinewasheard asking the
woman“didyoucomplaintothe
police.” When thewoman said
shehadnotdisclosedthematter
to anyone so far, Josephine
replied, “ennal pinne anubhavi-

cholu (then,yousuffer)”.
Her reaction created wide-

spread outrage across the state
at a timewhenKerala has been
debating the alleged dowry ha-
rassmentdeathofa24-year-old
woman in Kollam early this
week. Opposition leaders de-
mandedJosephine’sresignation
andtheCongressannouncedan
openprotestagainsther.
TheCPI(M)alsodistancedit-

self fromthesenior leader.After
the meeting of the party state
secretariat, CPI (M) state secre-
tary A Vijayaraghavan told the
media that Josephine’s reaction
didnot godownwellwith soci-
etyatlarge. “Thesecretariatdis-

cussed the issue and Josephine
expressedherwillingnesstore-
sign. She has apologized for re-
marks,” saidVijayaraghavan.
In another audio clip which

surfaced inthemediaonFriday,
Josephine was purportedly
heard admonishing a woman
complainant who said shewas
thevictimofanallegedmarriage
fraud.“Idon’thavetimetolisten
to your old saga and you are to
bebeaten,”avoicepurportedto
be Josephine isheardsaying.
Josephinewasappointedthe

women’scommissionchairper-
son during the last CPI (M)
regime.
In 2019when then CPI (M)

legislatorPKSasifacedchargesof
sexual misconduct, Josephine
haddefendedherpartycolleague
sayingthatthepanelcannottake
acaseintheissue.Shewentonto
say thatCPI (M)has itsownway
ofdealingwithsuchcases.

‘Then you suffer’: Kerala women’s panel
chief resigns after backlash on comments

MCJosephinehadmadethe
controversial remarks
duringa livephone-in
programmeonaMalayalam
TVchannel

Oppositionleadershad
demandedJosephine’s
resignation

Ahmedabad:Delhi Deputy Chief
MinisterManishSisodiawillvisit
Gujarat on June 27 ahead of the
2022 Assembly elections, the
Aam Aadmi Party state
spokespersonsaidonFriday.
Sisodia’s last trip to Gujarat

wascancelledduetohisillhealth.
AAPGujarat also announced

a''JanSamvednaMulakaat"cam-
paign ahead of 2022Gujarat as-
semblyelectionstoconnectwith
the families of those who lost
theirlovedonesduringCovid-19.
Theparty intends tocoverall

33districtsof thestatefromJune
28 to September15aspart of its
drive. ENS

Sisodia to visit Gujarat tomorrow

Conveyed pain to BJP top
brass: Karnataka minister
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BENGALURU, JUNE25

SIGNALLING THAT rumblings
within the ruling BJP in
Karnataka were still not over,
Tourism Minister C P
Yogeeshwar, who is said to be
disgruntled and had allegedly
put forward the case for replac-
ing Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa, on Friday said he
has“writtentheexam”andwas
waiting for the“results”.
Theministerwasreferringto

hismeetingwith BJP’s national
generalsecretaryin-chargeArun
Singh, whowas on a three-day
visittoKarnatakarecently,amid
speculation about leadership
change in thestate.

“I don'twant to speak about
politics, I have expressed my
pain inside four walls [to party
national general secretary].We
havewrittentheexam,let'swait
for the results, what's the ur-
gency,” Yogeeshwar said in re-
sponse toaquestion.
Speaking to reporters , he

saidhehas spokenabout issues
relatedtopartyorganisationand
thingsthatneedtohappeninthe
government to national leaders
and can't speak about thembe-
forethemedia.“Ihavesaidwhat
Ihad tobefore theDelhi leaders
and amnowwaiting for the re-
sults,”hesaid.
Singh's visit to the state had

comeamidgrowingdisgruntle-
ment among a section of BJP
leadersand legislators.
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TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

NEWCASES: 48,587
ACTIVE CASES:5,95,782
TOTAL VACCINATION:30,79,48,744

DAILY DEATHS
1,188

TOTALDEATHS
3,94,498

WEEKLY CFR
1.41%

OVERALL CFR
1.34%

TESTS TODAY: 19,23,583 | TOTAL TESTS: 40,14,92,031

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 2.93% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 7.52%

STATESREPORTINGMOSTCASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES POSITIVITY VACCINATION

■Kerala 11,546 1,00,632 10.40% 1,30,32,265

■Maharashtra 9,604 1,20,715 4.12% 2,97,23,637

■TamilNadu 5,755 47,318 4.10% 1,39,88,481

■AndhraPradesh 4,458 47,790 5.42% 1,43,51,320

■Karnataka 3,310 1,07,218 2.74% 2,08,74,135

STATESREPORTINGMOSTDEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR

■Maharashtra 518 1,23,521 4.55% 2.10%

■TamilNadu 150 32,051 0.94% 1.38%

■Kerala 118 12,748 0.85% 0.47%

■Karnataka 114 34,539 1.20% 1.26%

■Odisha 40 3,854 0.61% 0.45%

Note:DataasonJune25;vaccinationnumbersasofJune24.Deathsincludethosefrompreviousdays.

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

WEEKSAFTERthesecondCovid-
19waveledtoasurgeindemand
formedicaloxygen,aninfrastruc-
tureofoxygenplants,deepinside
districtsandremote locations, is
fastemergingacrossstates.
TheCentre is aimingat 1500

suchplantsbyAugust-end,more
or less translating to two such
plants in every district of the
country,officialssaid.
The National Highways

AuthorityofIndia(NHAI)wasen-
trusted the task of building the
civil infrastructure (the rooms)
for the plants, and two other
agencies, the Central Public
WorksDepartment(CPWD)and
NationalBuildingsConstruction
Corporation (NBCC), too were
brought in for theworks.
Themoney has been sanc-

tionedfromthePM-CARESFund
and there is scope for additional
sanctionforlayingpipelinesfrom
theoxygenplants tohospitals
Equipping district hospitals

with their ownoxygen-genera-
tion plants is integral to the
Empowered Group’s plan and
thiswillgoalongwayinbattling
anyotherwaveof thepandemic
should that arrive. In the long-
term plan, every district has to
beequippedwithhospitalsget-
ting oxygen from their own
plants.
“All stakeholders have been

deployedtogetthejobdone.We
expect it to be complete by
August-end.Wehave even spo-
kentotheAirForcefortransport-
ingtheplantstoremotelocations

wherever needed,” Giridhar
Aramane, head of the
Empowered Group and
Secretary, Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, told
The IndianExpress.
The NHAI has completed

worksforsettingup125Pressure
SwingAdsorption (PSA) oxygen
plantsacross thecountry.
Works are in progress at an-

other 121 sites. In 270 locations,
the process of identifying land
tooisinprogress,accordingtoof-
ficial data. According to NHAI,
Gujarat is leadingwith14works
for oxygen plants already com-
pleted, six under construction
andtentativeidentificationof18
other locations – itwill eventu-
allyhave38suchplants.
Workhasbeencompletedat

13 locations each in Andhra
PradeshandHaryana.
InBihar,workisinprogressat

29 locations while it has been
completedat fivesites.Thestate
has identified a fewmore loca-
tions.Whencomplete,Biharwill
haveawebof36suchplants.
Maharashtra, among the

worst hit by the pandemic, is
likely tohave41suchplants.
So far, seven are ready, and

work is in progress at another
seven locations. The state gov-
ernmentisfinalising27otherlo-
cations.Delhidoesnothaveany
plans lined up for these plants.
OfficialssaidbeingtheCapital,its
hospitals already have oxygen
plants. The progress is fast, de-
pending on the swiftness with
whichstatesprovide land.
InWest Bengal, for instance,

onlythreeworkshavebeencom-
pletedsofarandnoothersitehas
been identified yet by the state
government.
Kerala,ontheotherhand,has

already got five plants while
works are being completed at
fourmore places. The state has
identified another five locations
whereworkwillbegin.
Rajasthanwill have a total of

19 such plants, seven of which
standcompleted. Punjabhas al-
ready got works for 11 plants
completed.
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GUJARAT:14plants

ANDHRAPRADESH:
13plants

HARYANA: 13plants

BIHAR: 5plants

MAHARASHTRA: 7plants

WESTBENGAL: 3plants

KERALA: 5plants

RAJASTHAN: 7plants

PUNJAB: 11plants

TAMILNADU: 9plants

KARNATAKA: 2plants

PLANTSREADYSO FAR

In the works: web of oxygen
plants in districts of every state
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MINISTEROFState forEducation
SanjayDhotreFridaylaunchedan
“affordable”and“accurate”Rapid
AntigenTest kit for Coviddevel-
opedbyIIT-Delhi.PricedatRs50,
the indigenously developed and
manufacturedkithasbeendevel-
oped by IIT-D’s Centre for
Biomedical Engineering (CBME),
ledbyProfessorHarpalSingh.
“IIT-Delhi disrupted the RT-

PCRmarketwithaRs399probe-
free RT-PCR kit launched in July
2020. Over 8million high qual-
ity PPE kits have been supplied
so far, using the technology de-
veloped at IIT Delhi,” IIT-D
DirectorVRamgopalRaosaidin

aFacebookpost.
At the launch Friday, Dhotre

congratulatedtheinstitute.“Iam
confidentthatthistechnologywill
revolutionisetheCovidtestavail-
abilityinthecountry.Iamgladto
knowthatthekithasbeendevel-
oped entirely using the internal
resourcesatIITDelhi,”hesaid.
He also complimented re-

searchers Harpal Singh and
DineshKumar.“IITDelhihasfiled
apatentapplicationforthedevel-
opedtechnologyandawardedli-
cence to two companies in the
countryforitscommercialrollout.
M/sDia Sure Immunodiagnostic
LLP, is nowentering themarket
with this kit, fixing the cost at Rs
50pertest,”theinstitutesaid.
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Covid test kit for Rs 50
launched by IIT-Delhi

Pune
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KERALA HIGH Court on Friday
grantedbail to filmmakerAisha
Sultana,whoisfacingchargesof
seditionoverherremarkthatthe
Central government had used a
“bio weapon” against
Lakshadweep.
Sultana, who has become a

face of Lakshadweep’s protests
against a slewof draft proposals
mootedbyAdministratorPrafulK
Patelforthe“development”ofthe
islands, had alleged that Centre
had used Covid-19 as a “bio
weapon”againstthepeopleofthe
archipelago.
Granting bail to Sultana, a

bench of Justice AshokMenon
saidprima facie, the offences al-
legedby theprosecution arenot
attracted. “The ingredient for es-
tablishing theoffenceof sedition
underSection124-AIPCisthedo-
ing of certain actswhichwould
bring the Government estab-
lishedby lawin India intohatred
orcontemptetc.Inthiscase,there
is not evena suggestion that the
applicant did anything as such
againsttheGovernmentofIndia.”
Referring to thepenal provi-

sionofIPCSection153-A(promot-
ingenmityanddoingactsprejudi-
cialtomaintenanceofharmony),
slapped against the filmmaker,
Justice Menon said that “it is

doubtfulwhetherthepenalprovi-
sions of S.153-A would be at-
tractedinthiscase”.
The court said thepetitioner

has opposed the newly intro-
duced reforms by the
Administrator andhas swornal-
legiance to the people of
Lakshadweep in their protest to
thereforms.“Thereisnoapparent
indicationinherstatement,which
amountstoimputationsorasser-
tionsprejudicialtothenationalin-
terest, nor does it propagate any
class of persons against another
groupofpersons.”
With regards to the sedition

charge, the court said, “Prima fa-
cie, the applicant did not have a
maliciousmotive to subvert the
governmentestablishedbylawby
merelyusingthestrongword‘bio
weapon’ to express her vehe-
mence indisapprovalof thesub-
ject underdiscussion.Her inten-
tionisexplicitlyincriticismofthe
modification of the SOP, intro-
duced by the Lakshadweep ad-
ministrator.”
Sultana hadmade the com-

ments during a debate on
MalayalamchannelMediaOneTV
ontherecentreformsandchange
of Covid-19SOPs. Shesaid, “I can
clearly say that the Centre has
usedbio-weaponintheisland…”
She later clarified thatwhat

sheintendedtosaywasthatthe
Centrewasusingadministrator
Patel as a “bio weapon” on the
islands.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

INDIAANDChinaFridayagreed
on theneed to findanearly res-
olutiontothe“remainingissues”
along the Line of Actual Control
inEasternLadakh.
At the 22ndmeeting of the

Working Mechanism for
Consultation&Coordinationon
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC),heldvirtually, the two
sides agreed to hold the next
(12th) round of the Senior
Commanders meeting at an
early date to achieve the objec-
tiveofcompletedisengagement
fromallthefrictionpointsalong
theLAC.
ThelastWMCCmeetingtook

placeonMarch12.
A statement by theMinistry

ofExternalAffairssaidonFriday
that the two sides had a “frank

exchange”ofviewsonthesitua-
tion along the LAC in the
Western Sector of the India-
Chinaborderareas.
“Both sides agreed on the

need to find an early resolution
totheremainingissuesalongthe
LAC in Eastern Ladakh keeping
in view the agreement reached
between the two Foreign
Ministers inSeptember2020.
“In this regard, the twosides

agreedtomaintaindialogueand
communication through the
diplomaticandmilitarymecha-
nisms to reach a mutually ac-
ceptable solution for complete
disengagement fromall friction
points so as to ensure full
restoration of peace and tran-
quility to enableprogress in the
bilateral relations. They also
agreed that in the interim, the
twosideswillcontinuetoensure
stabilityonthegroundandpre-
ventanyuntowardincident,”the

statement said.
The Indian delegation was

led by the Additional Secretary
(East Asia) from theMinistry of
External Affairs. The Director-
General of the Boundary &
Oceanic Department of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs led the Chinese delega-
tion.
India had Thursday blamed

China’s actions of amassing a
large number of troops close to
theborder andattempts touni-
laterally alter the status quo
along the LAC last year for the
continuingmilitary standoff in
eastern Ladakh, and asserted
that theseactswere inviolation
of bilateral agreements.
India’scommentsonthebor-

der row had come a day after
China said its military deploy-
ment in the region is a normal
defence arrangement aimed at
“preventingand responding” to

“encroachment and threat” on
Chinese territory by “relevant
country”.
“It is well recognised that it

has been the Chinese actions
over the last year, including
amassing of a large number of
troops close to border areas in
thewesternsectorandtryingto
unilaterally alter the status quo
along the LAC,which have seri-
ouslydisturbedpeaceandtran-
quillity in theborder areas,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
hadsaidatamediabriefing.
“Theseactsareinviolationof

ourbilateralagreements,includ-
ing the 1993 and 1996 agree-
ments that mandate that the
two sides shall strictly respect
and observe the Line of Actual
Control and that two sideswill
keep theirmilitary forces in the
areas along the LAC to amini-
mumlevel,”Bagchi said.

ENHANCED PINAKA ROCKETS TEST FIRED
TheDefenceResearchandDevelopmentOrganisation(DRDO)hassuccessfully test firedtheextendedrangeversionof
indigenouslydevelopedPinakarocket fromamulti-barrel rocket launcher (MBRL).Thesystemhasbeendevelopedbytwo
Pune-basedDRDOfacilities.ThetestswereconductedonThursdayandFridayat the IntegratedTestRange(ITR),Chandipur,
off thecoastofOdisha, inwhich25enhancedPinakarocketswere launchedinquicksuccessionagainst targetsatdifferent
ranges.DRDOsaidthatall themissionobjectivesweremetduringthe launches.Theenhancedrangeversionof thePinaka
rocketsystemcandestroytargetsatdistancesupto45km. CourtesyDRDO

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE25

THE FINANCIAL Action Task
Force (FATF) has refused to take
Pakistanoutof the'GreyList'yet
again.OnFriday, it saidPakistan
hadfailedtotakeappropriateac-
tionagainstUN-designated ter-
rorists such as 26/11 accused
Hafiz Saeed and JeM chief
MasoodAzhar.
Although the global anti-

moneylaunderingandterror fi-
nancingbodyhasacknowledged
some progress made by
Pakistan, it said the country
should continue towork to ad-
dressitsstrategically-important
deficiencies.
FATFpresidentMarcusPleyer

said the decision was taken at
theconclusionofthevirtualple-
nary of the Paris-based organi-
sation.Pakistancontinuestore-
main on “increasedmonitoring
list”,Pleyersaidatavirtualpress
conference.“Increasedmonitor-
ing list” is the another name for
theGreyList.
PleyersaidPakistanhasnow

completed 26 of the 27 action
items given to it in 2018. The
FATF has asked Pakistan to take
action against UN designated
terrorists, hesaid.
TheUNdesignatedterrorists

based in Pakistan include Jaish-
e-Mohammed chief Azhar,
Lashker-e-Taiba founder Saeed
and its “operational com-
mander”ZakiurRehmanLakhvi.
Allthreearemostwantedterror-
istsinIndiafortheirinvolvement
innumerous terrorist acts.
On June 4, in a follow-up re-

port published on Pakistan, the
FATFhadsaid,“Overall,Pakistan
hasmadenotableprogressinad-
dressing the technical compli-
ancedeficienciesidentifiedinits
MERandhasbeenre-ratedon22
Recommendations.”
Pleyersaid thePakistangov-

ernmenthas failed tocheckrisk
ofmoneylaundering, leadingto
corruptionandterror financing.
“TheFATFencouragesPakistan

to continue tomakeprogress to
addressassoonaspossibletheone
remaining Combating the
Financing of Terrorism-related
itembydemonstratingthatTerror
Financinginvestigationsandpros-
ecutionstargetseniorleadersand
commanders of UNdesignated
terrorist groups," an FATF state-
mentsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE25

A BANK guard was arrested
for allegedly shooting at a
28-year-old customer follow-
ing a row over the man
not wearing a face mask in
Bareilly district on Friday, said
police.
However,guardKeshavsaid

hehadaccidentallyopenedfire
on Rajesh Kumar during the
brawl insidethebankpremises,
they added.
Police said the condition of

Rajesh,whohadbeenadmitted
to hospital,was stable.
Bareilly SSP Rohit Singh

Sajwan said Keshav had been
arrested andwill be sent to ju-
dicial custody.
“Following a complaint,we

have lodged a case under IPC

section 307 (attempt to mur-
der) against the guard,” said
Sajwan.
Circle Officer (City-I)

YatendraSinghNagarsaid, “The
customerwasshotatonthe left
thigh, justabovetheknee.He is
fine now.”
Speaking to local reporters,

Rajesh’swifePriyankaRathore
alleged that her husband got
into an argument with the
security guard over not wear-
ing a mask inside the bank

premises.
“Rajesh was not wearing a

mask, so the guard said hewill
not be allowed to enter the
bank. He then got a mask, but
still theguarddidnotallowhim
saying it was lunch time. He
pushed him and shot at him,”
said Priyanka.
Meanwhile, in a video,

which was widely shared on
social media, purportedly
showed Keshav saying that he
had accidentally shot at the
customer.
Keshav was purportedly

seen saying in the video:
“He (Rajesh) came and started
fighting with me. He tore
my shirt buttons too. By
mistake, the trigger went off
as my gun was loaded…
He abused me too and said he
will teach me a lesson outside
the bank.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE18

UNIONENVIRONMENTMinister
PrakashJavadekarFridayreleased
LiDAR-basedreportsmappingout
thewaterrequirementwithinfor-
estareasin10states.Thesereports
willbeusedtoaugmentground-
water in forest areas so that ani-
mals don’t ventureout in search
ofwater, Javadekarsaid.
TheLiDAR(lightdetectionand

ranging) technologywasused to
create 3-D images of theproject
areastorecommendsoilandwa-
ter conservation structures. The
surveyswerecarriedoutatforest
areasinAssam,Bihar,Chhatisgarh,

Goa,Jharkhand,MadhyaPradesh,
Maharashtra,Manipur,Nagaland,
andTripura.
Javadekarsaidthattheproject,

awardedtoWAPCOS,aPSUunder
theJalShaktiMinistry,is“afirstof
itskindandauniqueexperiment
using LiDAR technologywhich

willhelpaugmentwaterandfod-
der in jungles areas thereby re-
ducinghuman-animalconflict’’.
“The survey will help us in

identifying areas which need
groundwaterrechargewhichwill
in turn help local communities.
Wehavepartneredwith26states
topilotthisproject,” theminister
said.Fourmorestateswillsubmit
their surveys by July 15th,while
the restwill submit their reports
bySeptember, saidEnvironment
Ministryofficials.
The soil andwater conserva-

tionstructureswillhelpincatch-
ingrainwaterandpreventstream
run-off, which will help in
recharginggroundwater,saidthe
officials.

Payal Rohatgi
held for ‘abusing’
society chairman

Held for posts
on CM, TN man
booked under
Goonda Act
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, JUNE25

CHENNAI POLICE on Friday in-
vokedtheGoondaActagainstso-
cialmediacommentatorKishore
KSwamy,whowasarrestedfrom
his residence on June 14 for al-
legedlydefamatorypostsagainst
ChiefMinisterMKStalinandthe
veteran DMK leaders, late CN
AnnaduraiandMKarunanidhi.
Swamy,who is a vocal sup-

porter of BJP-RSS campsand the
previous AIADMKgovernment,
was sent to judicial custody till
June 28 shortly after his arrest,
where hewas arrested again in
twomore complaints of harass-
ment.OnFriday,theChennaicity
police commissionerate invoked
theGoonda Act against himon
recommendations from the
CentralCrimeBranch.
Policesaidtherewereseveral

complaintsofharassmentagainst
Swamy. He has been arrested
twiceearlier-inOctober2019on
charges of abusive posts on
women journalists, and in July
2020, for similar charges of ha-
rassingwomen.Hewasreleased
onbail inbothcases.
Besidesindividualcomplaints

against Swamy's posts targeting
women, apetition filedbyTamil
NaduWomen Journalists Forum
before the then Chief Minister
EdappadiKPalaniswamiin2020
said Swamyhadbeen targeting
womenjournalistsonTwitter.
"Hewas alreadybookedun-

der Sections 153, 505(1)(b) and
505(1)(c) andwas remanded in
judicial custodytill June28," said
anofficer.AfterhisarrestonJune
14, BJP state vice president, K
Annamalai, had tweeted in
Swamy'ssupportsayingthearrest
wasamovetosuppress freedom
ofspeechandexpression.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE26

POLICEARRESTEDBollywoodac-
tor Payal Rohatgi inAhmedabad
Fridayaftershewasbookedinan
FIRforallegedlyusingderogatory
language against her residential
society’schairmanandothers.
An FIRwas registered as per

the complaint of chairman of
Sundarvan Epitome Society, Dr
ParagShah.“...OnJune20,wehad
an annual general meeting in
whichRohatgiappearedwithout
invitationtowhichweobjected...
Tothis,Rohatgirepliedinaninde-
cent languageand threatened to
killme. She then started record-
ingvideoonhermobilephoneto
threaten the societymembers
and after they objected, she
startedabusingthemaswell,”said
Shahinhispolicecomplaint.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE25

RETIREDDGPSibyMathews,who
isarraignedasthefourthaccused
intheCBIcasepertainingtocon-
spiracybehindtheISROspycase,
onFridaygotinterimbailfromthe
districtsessionscourthere.
Whenthespycaseemerged

in 1994, Mathews, then a DIG,
had led the probe initiated by
Kerala police and had arrested
former ISRO scientist Nambi

Narayanan.
Inarelateddevelopment,the

High Court on Friday extended
the interim bail granted to P S
Jayaprakash,the11thaccusedin
the case. Hewas a deputy cen-
tralintelligenceofficer.Thecourt
posted the petition for further
hearing to July2.
Last month, the CBI's Delhi

unit had registered the FIR
against18people,allof themre-
tired from Kerala police or the
Intelligence Bureau, on charges
of framingNambiNarayanan in
thespycase.

ASSAM

NIAcourtgives
2-dayparoleto
AkhilGogoi
Guwahati: An NIA court
Friday granted two-day
parole to Independent
Sivasagar MLA Akhil
Gogoi on humanitarian
grounds to visit his
mother and son. NIA
SpecialJudgePranjalDas,
grantedhimparolefor48
hourswhich he can take
as per his convenience.
The court, however, al-
lowedGogoi to visit only
hisailingmotherinJorhat
and his son, who has re-
cently recovered from
Covid-19, in Guwahati.
Gogoi’s lawyers had also
sought permission for
himtomeetthepeopleof
Sivasagar. The court,
however, forbade him
fromdoingthiscitingthe
pandemic. PTI

Gogoiwithhiswife
andsononFriday.

BRIEFLY

UTTARPRADESH

Wifecastrates,
kills imamover
2ndwedding
Muzaffarnagar:An imam
in a village herewas cas-
trated and beaten to
deathbyhiswifeforplan-
ning another marriage,
police saidonFriday. The
incident took place in
Shikarpur village on
Thursday eveningwhen
Hazra injured Maulvi
Vakil Ahmad, Imam at a
mosque in Bhora Khurd
Village. She told police
that her husband was
planning another mar-
riage and an argument
over the issue turned vi-
olent,leadingtohisdeath.
The victim’s body has
been sent for a post-
mortemexamination.PTI

HARYANA

Twojawans
killedinfreak
roadaccident
Chandigarh: Two Army
jawans of a Mahar regi-
ment battalion were
killedwhentheirstation-
ary taxiwas hit frombe-
hindbyatrolleyonNH-9
in Rohtak on Friday. The
car had five passengers
apartfromthedriver.The
five jawanswere return-
ing to their unit in
Punjab’s Fazilka in a taxi
theyhadhiredfromNew
Delhi. At the time of the
accident, their vehicle
was stationary due to a
flattyrewhenatrolleyhit
theirvehiclefrombehind.
Another jawan was in-
jured in themishap. The
trolleydrivermanagedto
escapefromthespot.ENS

MAHARASHTRA

Tugboatowner
facesculpable
homicidecharge
Mumbai:Acaseof culpa-
ble homicide has been
registered in Mumbai
against the owner of the
Varaprada tugboat that
sank in the Arabian Sea
during last month's cy-
clone Tauktae, in which
11personswerekilled,an
official said on Friday.
Barge P305 and
Varaprada-bothsupport
vessels working for the
state-run ONGC's off-
shore oilfields near
Mumbai had borne the
bruntof cycloneTauktae,
whichmade landfall on
Gujarat coast onMay 17.
Nobody has been ar-
rested in this connection
sofarandtheprobeisun-
derway. PTI

DasarathDeka

Javadekarreleases thesurveyreportsonFriday. PTI

LACSTANDOFF

India, China agree to soon hold
military talks for early resolution

Pakistan
continues to
be on FATF
‘Grey List’

Sedition case:
HC grants bail
to filmmaker

LAKSHADWEEP

ISROCONSPIRACYCASE

Interim bail for Kerala
ex-DGP Siby Mathews

Theguard, identifiedas
Keshav,saidhe
accidentallyopenedfire
duringabrawlinside
thebankpremises.He
hasbeenarrested.

In UP, bank guard shoots at
customer after row over mask

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JUNE25

THEBULANDSHAHRpolicehave
decided to take action against a
Dalit man for filing a false case
underUttarPradesh’s anti-con-
version law.
Police said that the 46-year-

old had got an FIR registered on
Thursdayallegingthathisminor
nephew,whohadgonemissing
for the second time in amonth,
was converted to Islam by a
groupof “unidentifiedpeople”.
During their investigation,

however, the police traced the
boy to his aunt’s house in
Jalandhar,Punjab.Theboy,who
wasstayingwithhisuncleafter
hisparentsdiedsevenyearsago,
deniedthathehadconvertedto
Islamandtoldpolicethathefled
from his uncle's home as he
used to regularly harass and
beathim.
“Wetracedtheboytohisrel-

ative's house in Jalandhar in
Punjab. In his statement to the
police, he denied having con-
verted to Islamand said that he
had left home after his uncle
thrashed him. He also accused
hisuncleofharassinghimtotake
his share of the parental prop-
erty of eight bighas land,” said
SSP (Bulandshahr) Santosh
KumarSingh.
OnFriday,policegottheboy's

statement recorded before a
magistrate. Police said thatdur-
ingmedical examination, doc-

tors ascertained the boy's age
around18years.
“Actionwillbetakenagainst

the boy's uncle as he has been
found involved in circulating
false story of conversion," said
theSSP.
This is the second time in a

month when the allegation of
the Dalit boy's conversion to
Islamcirculatedonsocialmedia.
According to police, the boy

hadfledfromhishouseamonth
ago, leading to rumours of him
converting to Islam.
“Police had then found the

boy.After theboydeniedtheal-
legation of conversion, he was
handed over to ChildWelfare
Committee(CWC).Theboylater
returned to his uncle’s house,”
saidCircleOfficer(Bulandshahr)
SangramSingh.
Theofficersaidthattwodays

ago, theboywentmissingagain
and his uncle got an FIR regis-
tered on Thursday against
unidentified people accusing
themof converting his nephew
toIslam.Aphotoofhimwearing
‘pyjama-kurta’alsowentviralon
socialmedia.
“Duringquestioning,theboy

told us that his uncle circulated
the false story of his conversion
with the help of his associates,”
saidapoliceofficer.
Whenaskedabouthisphoto

wearing pyjama-kurta, the SSP
said, “Theboytoldusheusedto
wear such kind of clothes since
childhoodand so farnooneob-
jected to it.”

UP cops to act against
‘missing’ boy’s uncle
for filing fake case
under conversion law
Dalitboytracedtohisaunt’shouse in
Punjab,deniesheconvertedto Islam

Environment Ministry to deploy LiDAR survey
reports for boosting groundwater in forest areas
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BUILD ON BEGINNING
Centreand J&Kleaders,Centremorethan J&Kleaders,must
ensureThursday’smeeting leads tostructuredengagement

THEFIRSTJAMMU&Kashmirall-partymeetingcalledbyPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modiinhissevenyearsinoffice,hisfirstengagementwithleadersofmainstream
KashmirpartiessincetherevokingofspecialstatusofJ&KinAugust2019,marks
animportantandwelcomepoliticalmoment.Themeetingendedwithout“out-

comes”,expectedlyso.Butawayforwardcanbecarvedoutfromhere.Fromthestatements
andtweetsof theparticipants, it seemstheModigovernmenthasaplan:Delimitation,as-
semblyelection,restorationofstatehood.Thoughthetimelineisstillnotclear,PrimeMinister
ModiandHomeMinisterAmitShahhaveindicatedthatdelimitationisapriority.TheJ&Klead-
ersappeartobeingeneralagreementwiththebroadcontours,thoughsomemightwantthe
orderingtobedifferent—statehoodorelectionsfirst,delimitationlast.Thereisalsoasense
thatparticipation in theexercise is in their own interest. The regional leadership seems to
havecometotermswiththerealitythatrestorationofthespecialstatusofJ&Kcannotbene-
gotiatedwithagovernmentthathadmaderevocationofArticle370akeyideologicalproj-
ect. Ifatallthereisareversal, itwillcomethroughthecourts.
That the J&K leadersdecided toattend thismeetingdespite theirpublichumiliation

over the last twoyears—of the 14present in the room, at least six, including three for-
mer chiefministers,weredetained for extendedperiods— is ameasureof their invest-
ment in,andcommitment to, thepoliticalmainstream.Anacknowledgementof thisby
thehostmayhave been statesmanly. Itwas not forthcoming onThursday. But the gov-
ernmentmustat leastmakeclear that thiswasnotaone-off event tograbaheadlineor
photo-opportunity, that it is listeningnow to those it had earlier derided and sought to
sideline in “Naya Kashmir”. It must commit to a structured process of continuous en-
gagement.AfterAugust2019, there isaterrible trustdeficitvisavis the intentionsof the
Centre. Thosewhoseco-operationPrimeMinisterModinowseekshave takenanenor-
mous political— and security— risk, both inDelhi and inKashmir, and it is his govern-
ment’s responsibility towalk theextramile, especiallyas it still holdsall thecards.
There are someoverarching takeaways fromThursday’smeeting. One, theKashmir

problemneeds apolitical solution, not administrativequick fixes entrusted to anunac-
countablebureaucracy.Two,newleaderscannotbecreatedovernight, there isnogoing
backtoacleanslate inpolitics. Three, there isahugedifferencebetweenpolitical rheto-
ric and political reality. It is too early to say howDelhi’s latest political outreach to J&K
willplayout.Bothsides,theCentreandKashmir’smainstreamleadership,havetravelled
far fromAugust5,2019,but there isa longdistancestill tobecovered.Thursday'smeet-
ingwastherightandnecessarystepto take,but thestatehasseentoomanyfreshstarts
leadnowhere. TheCentre andKashmir’s leaders, theCentremore thanKashmir’s lead-
ers,mustbuildonthisbeginning.

SHOT WITH CAUTION
Vaccinationisnecessary,butmustnotbeforced.Statemustuse
itspowerto include,notusestrongarmasblunt instrument

W ITHTHESECONDwaveofthepandemicabating,stateshaveeitherre-
laxed the nearly-two-month long lockdown or are framing guide-
lines toease therestrictions.Thesafety imperativehas ledsomeau-
thorities tomake vaccination a prerequisite for the resumption of

businessoperations.OnThursday,forinstance,theGujaratgovernmentissuedanultima-
tumto“managers,ownersandstaffofbusinessestablishments”toeithergetvaccinated
orpulldowntheshutters.Mandatoryvaccinationpoliciesarealsoinplaceinsomeparts
ofUPandtheNortheast.Rules suchas these—implemented inotherpartsof theworld
aswell—domilitate against theearlier consensuson theprimacyof personal choice in
aninoculationproject.Butthepandemic—inwhichnooneissafetilleveryoneissafe—
ismaking experts look at ethical questions from a different perspective. It’s arguably a
difficult terrain,particularlygiven theunanimityontheperilsof excessivestatepower.
InApril, theEuropeanCourtofHumanRights (ECHR)heldthat“mandatoryvaccina-

tion interfereswithaperson’s right to integrity”.Nevertheless, it argued, “such interfer-
encemaybejustifiedifconsiderednecessarytocontrolthespreadof infectiousdiseases”.
OnThursday, theMeghalayaHighCourtevokedadifferentprincipletoruleagainstsuch
vaccinations. “Vaccinationbyforceorbeingmademandatory…vitiatesthefundamen-
talpurposeof thewelfareattachedtoit,” itsaid.Bothverdictsspeakthelanguageofper-
suasion and reiterate the importance of accessible information and informed consent.
WhiletheECHRtalksof incentivestomarginalisedgroups,theMeghalayacourthasasked
all shops, businesshouses, andcommercial vehicles toputondisplay theCovid-19vac-
cinationstatusof their employeesata “conspicuous”place.
Very often, vaccine hesitancy is amanifestation of the people’s lack of trust in the

healthsystem.Ensuringeaseofaccesstotheshotsisoneof theprovenwaystoovercome
thischallenge.During theearlydaysof thesecondwave, industryandbusinessassocia-
tionshadsuggested theirwillingness to inoculateworkers at the level of the shop floor.
Nowthattheshortageofvaccineshasbeenovercometoanextent, there isacasetotake
upthissuggestion.Governmentsmaystillneedtoresort todisincentives.But thestate’s
mainconcernshouldbe inclusiveness,notusing its strongarmasablunt instrument.

BREAKING BAD
SiliconValleypioneer JohnMcAfeewasalsoapresidential

hopefulandoutlaw

JOHNMCAFEEWASnot pleasedwhen aHollywood project about his lifewas an-
nouncedwithMichaelKeatoninthetitlerole.Hisownchoice,hesaidinaninterview
someyearsago,wasBryanCranston,whoplayedchemistryteacher-turned-druglord
WalterWhiteontheacclaimedTVshowBreakingBad. It’sclearwhytheformersoft-

waremogulthoughtCranstonwoulddojusticetotherole—likeWhite,McAfee’sisastory
of astonishing twists and turns. Except thatWalterWhitewas a fictional creation,while
McAfee,whodiedat75thisweek,onlyseemedlikehebelongedinfiction.
BornintheUKandbroughtupintheUSA,McAfeesurvivedanabusivechildhoodand

thesuicideofhisfathertopursueapromisingacademiccareer,whichwascutshortwhen
hisPhDinmathematicswasterminatedduetoallegationsofsexualmisconduct.Drugad-
dictionandalcoholismfollowed,evenasMcAfeeturnedhisconsiderableskillstoprogram-
ming.In1987,hecreatedhiseponymousantivirussoftwareandhelpedlaunchthemulti-
billiondollarantivirus industry.
After sellinghis firm in1994and losingmuchof his fortune in2008’s financial crash,

McAfeemoved to Belize. Here, his propertywas raided on suspicion ofmanufacturing
drugsandhegainednotorietyforhisallegedrelationshipswithunderagegirls.Hefledon
becominga “personof interest” in aneighbour’smurder in2012and returned to theUS
in2015,wherehebeganpromotingcryptocurrenciesandtriedtorunforpresidentin2016.
By2019,McAfeewasonceagainonthelam,pursuedbyUSauthoritiesfortaxevasion.He
waseventuallycaughtinSpainin2020andwassettobeextraditedtotheUS,whenhedied
inaBarcelonaprison. If the last decadesofMcAfee’s life showedhowfar themighty can
fall, itsabruptendonly leavestroublingquestionsaboutthenatureof their legacies.

HaseebADrabu

NeethaN

Valleyleadershipshouldgointoahuddleandponder
somequestions,ratherthanseekanswersfromCentre

THE GREAT KERALA INEQUALITY
Dowrydeaths revealunaddressedgenderquestion in the state

EVEN THOUGH CONVENING the J&K All
PartyMeet (APM)was a climbdown for the
BJP and a compulsion of the Union govern-
ment, it was conducted and concluded ex-
actly thewaytheywanted it. It is a lesson in
realpolitikofhowatacticalmove—meeting
leadersincludingformerchiefministersand
deputychiefministersandprospectivechief
ministers—hasbeenconvertedintoastrate-
gic initiativewhichwill resonatemuch be-
yond the boundaries of theUnion Territory
and indeed in the country. Round one: PM
ModiandHMShah.
The Valley-based political leadership

seemed to have comewithmore expecta-
tionsfromthemediathanfromthemeeting.
Perhaps rightly so. This is evident from the
noisethattheymadeoutsideof themeeting
hallwhichwasnotevenheardinside,if itwas
whispered in there, that is.
Indoingso,whatcouldhavebeenanoc-

casion, if not an opportunity, to start the
process of setting a relevant agenda for
Kashmirwasconvertedintoanexcusetolive
inthepast. Intheabsenceofaproactiveand
collectivepoliticalstrategywhatwasputon
displaywasatotallyreactiveanddeeplyfrag-
mentedpoliticalthinking.Theendresultbe-
ing that having come down from the pre-
1953positiontothepre-2019position, they
found themselves pleading for administra-
tiveandpolicecadre restoration.
Themainstreamleadershipof theValley

misread theAPMas a goodwill gesture and
treateditasanevent. Itwasastatementun-
derlying whichwere some honest admis-
sions—President’s Rule,which cannot be a
long-termsolution, isnotevenashort-term
optioninKashmirnow.Forthebetterpartof
two years, the central leadership is fully
aware that the delivery on the ground has
not been anybetter than in thepast, result-
ing inchanginghorsesmid-course.
Even though theword on the streets of

Srinagar is thatpandemicmanagementhas
beenbetterthanmostelectedgovernments

inotherpartsof thecountry, apeaceful and
developmental environment in the Valley
has yet not been enabled. It is not only very
fragile, it is also very taut. This despite the
skillandstrengthwithwhichtheaftermath
of abrogationwashandled.
More importantly, regional partieswith

all their ideological and political warts are
not dispensable. The new political outfits
have notmade any serious dent, let alone
changedthenarrative,whichiswhatwasex-
pectedofthem.ThefactisthattheBJP,aparty
which has decisively changed the narrative
onKashmirintherestof thecountry,hasnot
beenabletochangethenarrativeaboutDelhi
inKashmir.Thisbigadmissionisthesubtext
of the PM’s evocative phrase, as both the
“dooris”,dilkiaurDilliki,haveindeedgrown,
not just in theValleybut also in Jammuand
amongtheKashmiriPandits.
Seen thus, the Valley’s political class

shouldhaveusedthemeetingtoidentifythe
common areas of concern and agreement
ratherthandelveondifferencesbetweenthe
two sides which are all too well known to
bearrepetitioninsuchaforum.Attheendof
the day, theCentre has got a tacit buy-in on
the delimitation exercise from the political
class of the Valley. In being co-opted, they
havechosentorisktheirpoliticalsurvivalfor
electoralsalvationinthefaceofnewkidson
the blockwho have the potential to queer
theirpoliticalpitch.
Given that in the Valley the news of the

APManditsdeliberationswasgreetedwitha
bigyawn,theValleyleadership,bruisedifnot
battered,would dowell to go into a huddle
andmovefromshrillnesstosubstancebypon-
deringovera fewquestions rather thanseek
answersandassurancesfromtheCentre.
Whyshouldanywayforwardhavetobe

located in the past?Why should a solution
forthepresentandthefuturealwayshaveto
bestatusquoante?Itseemstohavebeenfor-
gottenthateverypoliticalaccord,agreement
orsettlement,beitin1952or1975,hasbeen,

withthebenefitofhindsight,seenasacom-
promise, ifnotasell-out.Also,all thesehave
beentheoutcomesofacertainpoliticalcon-
text,andofasetof internationalanddomes-
tic compulsions at that point of time, none
ofwhicharerelevantatpresent.Forinstance,
hadthepre-1953arrangementbeenawork-
able politicalmodel, it would not have col-
lapsed under theweight of its own contra-
dictionswithin18monthsof itbeingagreed
upon. The chinks in the arrangementwere
revealedonMay14,1954whenthefirstand
mostdebilitatingConstitutionalApplication
Orderwas issued. The creativity of the con-
stitutionalists has always been underesti-
matedbypoliticians.
At inception, the legislative relationship

was designed to prevent Indian laws from
directlyapplyingto J&K.Yet,over the last70
years, even before the abrogation, all laws
hadbeenextended.Andpost2019,all these
havebeennowrepealedandhomogenised.
Inviewofthiserosionandsubsequentabro-
gation, is itbettertoseekarepeal,whichhas
been sought for the better part of 70 years
now,with no avail? Or is itmoremeaning-
fultoproposeaframeworkofdemocraticac-
commodationof localaspirations,asdistinct
fromelectoralappeasementof landand job
reservation, which will give Kashmiris a
chancetoliveascitizensandnotfeellikesub-
jects? In evolving this, the emerging global
reality and the extant domestic ideological
consensushasnotonlytobecomprehended
butcontendedwith.
If thisisnotdone,itwillnotbelongbefore

the Valley-based political parties will be
forcedtorepeatwhatthegodfatherofmain-
streampoliticsinKashmir,SheikhAbdullah,
said about the period of 1953 to 1975 —
“siyasi awaragardi” (political vagabondry).
That ishistory. Let thatnotbe repeated.

Thewriterisaformerfinanceministerof
Jammu&Kashmirandwas

formerlywiththePDP

THE RECENT SERIES of alleged suicides by
youngwomen, due to dowry-related vio-
lence,andtheintensityofviolenceeachhad
to encounter reveal cracks in the social and
economic fabricofKerala.Thestategovern-
ment has finally taken note of the growing
dowrydeaths, followingtherecentunfortu-
nate suicide of a 24-year-old BAMS
(Ayurveda) student. ChiefMinisterPinarayi
Vijayan has announced a round-the-clock
police helpline forwomen to report dowry
harassment, domestic violence and other
gender crimes. The government has prom-
ised tostrengthendomestic conflict resolu-
tioncentresinalldistricts.Onecannotresist
asking,however,whethersuchmeasurescan
address the increasing trend of violence
againstwomen.
Kerala’s development experience is

marked by very high social and human de-
velopment indicators, with the state listed
first among others, even in themost recent
NITI Aayog’s ranking of states. Female liter-
acyrateinKeralaisamongthehighest,more
than 95 per cent, and the state has a better
sex ratio compared to most states.
Kudumbashree,thewomen’scollective,has
gainedinternationalattentionandiswidely
acceptedasamodelofwomen’sempower-
ment.Thecriticalcontributionofwomenas
frontlinesoldiersduringthepandemic,beit
ASHA,anganwadiworkers/helpers,commu-
nity-level volunteers, nurses and doctors
headedbyawomanhealthminister,hasalso
beennoted.
But crimes against women are increas-

ing in the state, as per the latest NCRBdata.

Though dowry deaths are small in number
—sixcasesinboth2019and2020—casesof
crueltybyhusbandsorrelatives,whichcould
be seen as a proxy for dowry-related vio-
lence,aresubstantial(2,715casesin2020as
perprovisional figures), secondonly tomo-
lestation.
Kerala’s development achievements are

largely attributed to progressive social and
politicalmovements.Butnoneof themtook
the gender question seriously, though poor
womenwerecentraltomanyofthesestrug-
gles.While basic socio-economicproblems
of class and castewere addressed, gender-
basedexploitationremainedunaddressed.
Withtheflowofremittance-incomeand

the expansion of themiddle class, controls
ongirlsandwomenwereredefined.Though
girls are allowed to pursue their education,
marriage prospects are given priority over
economic independence.The increasedde-
mandfor teachers inthe“marriagemarket”
and the restrictions onwomen’s economic
choicesor theirwithdrawal fromeducation
or employment aftermarriage are all indi-
cationsofagenderedsocial fabric.Theaver-
ageKeralite hasno shame indeclaringhow
muchamanhasbeenable towrangle from
thewife’s family in amarriage. Girls’ fami-
liesalsotakeprideintheirabilitytogettheir
daughter “marriedoff” to aman,whose so-
cial and economic statusmeets up to their
expectations,evenif itleadsthemintoadebt
trap.Expenditureonweddingshasincreased
overtime,withgoldbeinganimportantpart
of theexchange.
Womenmaynot facemuchdiscrimina-

tionaschildren,buttheprocessofpreparing
themtograduatetotheroleofawifebegins
early.Agirl’shighereducation isusuallyde-
pendent onmarriage prospects. Thewith-
drawalovertimefromtheeconomicsphere
completelyorpartially—asisclearfromthe
poorworkparticipationratesofwomen(20
per cent as per 2018-19 PLFS) — is also one
reason for increaseddowrydemands. Even
whenwomenearn,theyrarelyhaveanequal
roleindecision-making;manywomencon-
sider agreeing tomaledecisions as apart of
their responsibility.
ThehypocrisyofanaverageMalayaleeis

noteworthy.Ontheonehand,he/shewillbe
socially and politically conscious andmay
appearasaprogressiveindividual inhis/her
publiclife.Butwhenitcomestohis/herper-
sonallife,noneof thesevaluesarerespected
andpractised, asaptlyportrayed ina recent
Malayalamfilm,TheGreat IndianKitchen.
Unless larger public action is directed at

improvingwomen’sstatusatanoveralllevel,
throughpromotingwomen’sequalityinvar-
ious fields of life, ad hocmeasuresmay not
resultinchange.It isimportanttoequipgirls
to take a stand against dowry andmarriage
systems, aswell as questionwomen’s sub-
ordination at large. For this, a relook at the
curriculum (whichwasmentioned by the
chiefministerinhispressmeet)remainscrit-
ical alongsideensuring forumstoraisegen-
derissuesaswellasavenuesfordebatesand
discussions.

Thewriter isprofessorat theCentre for
Women’sDevelopmentStudies,NewDelhi

The mainstream leadership
of the Valley misread the
APM as a goodwill gesture
and treated it as an event. It
was a statement underlying
which were some honest
admissions — President’s
Rule, which cannot be a long-
term solution, is not even a
short-term option in
Kashmir now. For the better
part of two years, the central
leadership is fully aware that
the delivery on the ground
has not been any better than
in the past, resulting in
changing horses mid-course.

Women may not face much
discrimination as children,
but the process of preparing
them to graduate to the role
of a wife begins early. A girl’s
higher education is usually
dependent on marriage
prospects. The withdrawal
over time from the economic
sphere completely or
partially — as is clear from
the poor work participation
rates of women (20 per cent
as per 2018-19 PLFS) — is
also one reason for increased
dowry demands.
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There are things you break that can’t be put
back together again. AndKashmirmay

be one of them.— SalmanRushdieTHEEDITORIALPAGE

J&K Round One: Delhi

HUANG IN DELHI
THE CHINESE FOREIGNminister arrived in
Delhi toawarmwelcome, the firstvisitbya
Chinese leader in 21 years. The External
AffairsMinisterPVNarasimhaRaoandtwo
officialsof theministryreceivedHuangwho
is in India on a five-day official visit. On his
arrival, theChinese foreignminister saidhe
waslookingforwardtohaving“sincere,frank
and friendly” discussions with the Indian
leadersandto“exploretogetherwaystofur-
ther developing the relations between the
two countries”. In an interview shortly be-
fore he said: “In recent years, the relations
between the two nations have developed

well andthat’s a sourceof joy forus.

APPLE DOES BETTER
APPLE, INDIA’S FIRST telecommunication
satellite, was speedilymoving towards its
geostationaryorbitoverSumatraasafitting
finaletothemissioncontrolscientists’grand
efforts to tactfullymaneuver the surviving
solarpanelgeneratingpowerforthemission.
PrimeMinister IndiraGandhihascongratu-
lated ISROscientists for removing thesnag.

CONG (I) FLIP FLOP
THE CONGRESS (I) general secretary,

VasantraoPatil,announcedthenamesofthe
partycandidatesforthecomingRajyaSabha
elections inGujarat.But justbefore journal-
istsleft,hesaidthatthesenameswerebeing
taken back. He gave no reason for the sud-
denchangeexcept that thewithdrawalwas
afteraphonecall fromthePMO.

NUCLEAR ENERGY
PRIMEMINISTER INDIRAGandhi deplored
the double standards of some countries on
nuclear energy. Talking to a group of
Americanstudents, shereiterated that India
alwaysbelievedinthepeacefuluseofnuclear
energy.

JUNE 26, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

Pune



9
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JUNE26,2021 WHATTHEOTHERSSAY

“Balochistan is the bellwether of Pakistan’s power politics. Political instability
that brews in that province is usually not confined there for long but spills over
into the rest of the country as the first sign of an approaching national crisis.”

—DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Anyone who disagrees with
the de facto leadership of a
serial electoral failure such as
Rahul Gandhi is sidelined,
like the case of the recent ‘G-
23’. The Nehru-Gandhi
family uses internal
subterfuge as a way of
cutting down to size strong
regional leaders of its own
party in Punjab and
Rajasthan. The Congress’s
own MLAs are quitting it
saying that even a dog gets
more attention than them
from the ‘first family’.

THE INTERNAL EMERGENCY imposed by
PrimeMinister Indira Gandhi wasmore
thanjustanerrorof judgement.Sheherself
admittedasmuch.On January24, 1978, at
a public meeting in Yavatmal, she apolo-
gised for the excesses committed during
theEmergencyanddeclaredshewastaking
“theentire responsibility for thesame”.
Shestated thateven if others responsi-

bleformistakesandexcesseswerenotwill-
ing toownup, shewouldownthe respon-
sibility for those mistakes as well. She,
however,didremindtheaudiencethatthe
situation just before the imposition of
Emergencywas grave, and the survival of
the nationwas threatened. If thingswere
allowedtocontinue, thesituationthathad
developedinBangladeshwouldhavebeen
repeated in India.
Whatever may have been the trigger

for that drastic decision, there can never
beadefenceof theoverreachingabridge-
mentof fundamental freedomsandmass
incarceration of political opponents and
other activists. However, what has been
happeningsinceMay2014 is equally rep-
rehensible. India is living in a state of an
undeclaredEmergency.
ThefourthBJPgovernmentattheCentre

hasrenewedtheprojecttorewritethecon-
stitutional“ideaof India”—aconstructthat
had been incubated in the informed de-
bates in the Constituent Assembly. It was
precededbyanoverfive-decade-longmass
struggle for the liberation of our nation
fromimperialism.Acrusade inwhichnei-
thertheBJP(foritwasnotaroundthen)nor
its ideological predecessors had any sub-
stantiveor significant role toplay.
TheNDA/BJP regimehasperpetrated a

full-fledgedassaultonpluralisticmoresthat
characterise the Indian way of life.
Campaigns around “love jihad” and “ghar
wapasi” have kept social polarisation on a
slow but continuous burn. Government
apologists even rationalise communal
lynchings. A relentless attempt continues
to reconfigure not only the way people
think but also how they should eat, drink,
dress and, of course, articulate their views
in the public domain. Freedom of speech
and expression has been themost visible
casualty. Institutional subversion is the
norm.Parliamentistreatedwithcontempt,
with less-than-autonomous presiding of-
ficers trotting out every excuse to ensure
that Parliament and its standing commit-
tees donotmeet virtually during the pan-
demic.Thejudiciaryisperceivedashaving
buckledundertheonslaughtofauthoritar-
ianism,exceptfortheoccasionalactofper-
sonalcourage.Constitutionalimmoralityis
the new normal, with nine state govern-
mentsbeingtoppledinsevenyearsthrough
dubiousmeans.
A subversivenarrative cloaked inmus-

cular nationalism has been rolled out,
wherebyitisnowanti-nationaltoquestion
therulingparty, seditioustoquerytherul-
ing government and downright treacher-

oustoaskhardquestionsofthenationalse-
curity establishment. Parliament has not
been permitted to debate the year-long
Chineseaggression.
An architecture of legal amendments

has led to laws like theUnlawfulActivities
Prevention Act (UAPA), National
InvestigationAgency(NIA)Act,Information
Technology Act, Foreign Contribution
Regulation (FCRA) Act, which have tipped
the finebalanceof constitutional jurispru-
dence to thedetrimentof the individual.
Amendments that designate an indi-

vidual as a terrorist are draconian, to say
theleast.Shouldindividualsbelegallydes-
ignated “terrorists” prior to their convic-
tion inacourtof law?While theUAPAAct
defines the expression “terrorist act”, no
specificdescriptionof theword“terrorism”
has been delineated in any central act
passedbyParliamentsofar.Thediscretion,
therefore, is with the central government
and the NIA to label any act an act of ter-
rorism.PosttheamendmenttotheNIAAct
inJuly2019,therearelegitimateapprehen-
sionsof theincreasingpropensityof itsse-
riousmisuse.Thelinebetweentherightto
dissent and sedition has been ruthlessly
blurred.Activists, students,parliamentar-
ians and even spokespersons of political
partiesareroutinelyharassedthroughthe
filing of multiple FIRs for sedition. Those
workingamongunderprivileged,margin-
alisedandminoritycommunitiesarearbi-
trarilydetainedundertheserecently-rein-
forcedoppressivelegalregimens.Thecase
in point being of three young students,
whowererecentlygrantedbailafterayear
of detention for protesting the amend-
mentstotheCitizenshipAmendmentAct.
Theywereaccusedof turningtheprotests
violentandallegedlydovetailingtheminto
the riots that took place while then US
President Donald Trumpwas in Delhi in
February2020.Afterperusingthematerial
onrecord,thecourtobserved:“Wearecon-
strainedtoexpress, that itseems,that inits
anxietytosuppressdissent, inthemindof
the State, the line between constitution-
allyguaranteedrighttoprotestandterror-
ist activity seems to be getting somewhat
blurred. If this mindset gets traction, it
wouldbea sadday fordemocracy.”
Thisisexactlythemindsetthatthecur-

rent dispensation has sought to perpetu-
ate.Whetherinitshandlingof thefarmers’
protests,whereby lakhs of agitating farm-
ersaresoughttobelabelledKhalistanisfor
themisguided actions of a few or in their
obtuse battle with Twitter primarily be-
cause the rulingdispensation finds itdiffi-
culttohandletheseverepublicbacklashon
socialmediaforitscriminalmishandlingof
thesecondwaveof Covid-19.
With large sections of the media al-

ready neutered and the rest sought to be
reinedinthroughdelegatedlegislationtar-
geted at social media intermediaries and
courageous outliers in the electronicme-
dia, an Orwellian state has been created.
Everypersonhasbeencoerced to install a
censorinhisheadforthefearthatanyhon-
est opinion can lead to punitive action,
ranging from trolling to spine-chilling
reprisalsundera repressive legalpanoply.
If this is not an undeclared Emergency,
what elsewouldyoucall it?

Thewriter isa lawyer,CongressMPand
former I&Bminister

ITHASNOWbeen46 years since the dark-
est day Indian democracy has ever seen—
the beginning of Emergency. The
Emergency and its withering assault on
democraticprinciples isablackdaynotonly
for Indians but for anyone who values the
ruleof law, ruleof thepeopleandconstitu-
tionalism.
There were many evils inflicted upon

ournationduringtheEmergency.Theblow
itdealt toourConstitutionandour institu-
tions istoowelldocumentedtoberepeated
here. Let alone other fundamental rights,
eventhe“rightto life”wastakenawayfrom
thepeople.
However,whilemanyof these facts are

well established, the problem is that the
mentality that led to the imposition of
Emergencystillpersists inthetopmostech-
elons of theCongress party.
When India’s first Prime Minister

Jawaharlal Nehru dismissed governments
inKeralaandPunjab,thismindsetwasthere
for everyone to see. During a debate on
India and China in the 1960s, when ques-
tioned about leadership, no less a figure
than the PrimeMinister himself said that
questioningthepreparednessagainstChina
wouldbeakintoloweringthemoraleof the
nation. Privileging one family over others,
too,beganwithNehru,whenIndiraGandhi
wasmadeCongress President in 1959.
Time and again, many national and re-

gional leaders who did not toe the Nehru-
Gandhidynasty’s linewerehumiliatedand
the party became the sole property of one
family.BeitMorarjiDesai,KKamaraj,Atulya
Ghosh,CharanSingh,DeviLal,BabuJagjivan
Ram, people were pushed aside to make
way for one-family rule over the party,
whicheventuallymadewayforanattempt
at one-party rule over the country.
EveryoneknowshowSitaramKesriwas

forced tomake way for Sonia Gandhi and,
later, how Jitendra Prasadwas targeted for
fightingtheelectionforCongresspresident,
thoughhehadeveryright tocontest for the
post. Inthesamevein,everyyoungleader in
the Congresswho could be seen as a com-
petitor to Rahul Gandhi is being hounded
out.
Ahungerfortheconcentrationofpower

has ingrained a disdain in the Nehru-
Gandhi family for other democratically
elected leaders. When Congress govern-
mentswere at the Centre, President’s Rule
was imposedonstatesastaggering80-plus
times. A corollary of this meant that Raj
Bhavans were used as de facto Congress
party headquarters. This has happened
evenas recently as theUPAera.
Evenat theCentre, theCongresshas al-

ways had a “power behind the throne ap-
proach”,whichdidnotallowasinglecoali-
tion government that had their “outside
support” to finish its term.
The rot perpetuated by Congress’s

hunger for power spread far and wide,
touching even the judiciary. It was the
Congress under Indira Gandhi that called
fora “committed judiciary”andevenwent

about creating it. Superseding judges to
place pliable people, the punishment of
judges like Justice H R Khanna who failed
to fall in line, and the case of Baharul Islam
whoswitchedbetweenpoliticalposts inthe
Congress and judicial appointments with
nocompunctionare justa fewexamples. In
the Sonia Gandhi era, Chief Justices were
randomly transferred,which the lateArun
Jaitleydescribedasa calculatedattempt to
create terror amongst the judges.
Thedictatorial instinctsof theCongress

havenot goneanywhere, evenwhen it has
been reduced to its lowest ebb. Rahul
GandhitriedtoimpeachaChief Justicesim-
ply because he would not entertain the
Congress'sattemptsat runningavilepolit-
ical agenda through courts.
Anyonewhodisagreeswiththedefacto

leadershipofaserialelectoral failuresuchas
Rahul Gandhi is sidelined, like the case of
therecent “G-23”.TheNehru-Gandhi fam-
ilyuses internal subterfugeasawayof cut-
tingdowntosizestrongregional leadersof
its ownparty in Punjab andRajasthan.
In stark contrast to the Congress’s

shenanigans is Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who puts the nation above every-
thing.ThisstemsfromtheBJP’spolitical tra-
dition that gave up power but did not go
against constitutional principles.
While the Congress puts power over

everything else, PMModi pulled out of a

coalition in Jammu and Kashmir because
the coalitionpartnerwas stonewalling the
DDCpolls. Thiswasacaseof puttinggrass-
roots democracy abovepolitical power.
It is under the leadership of PMModi

that amilestone in cooperative federalism
has been created with the GST Council,
where states are accorded importance.
Rules have been amended to ensure the
Leader of Opposition gets to attend key
meets involvingCBI appointments.
TheCongress’s treatmentofpoliticalop-

ponents is well known. Led by Sonia
Gandhi, they called a towering figure like
Atal Bihari Vajpayee the worst names. On
the other hand, PM Modi’s emotional
speechandtearsat theexitofGhulamNabi
Azad fromParliament isan indicatorof the
BJP’s values.
Keydifferencesbetweentheauthoritar-

ian,power-hungryinstinctsof theCongress
and the democratic outlook of anti-
Congress forces shouldnot be forgotten.
The characteristics in theCongress that

ledtotheimpositionofEmergencyarealive
and kicking. It’s just that they don’t have a
shot at political power at theCentre, and it
is better thatway.

Thewriter isUnionMinister of
Environment, Forest&Climate Change;
Information&Broadcasting; andHeavy

Industries&Public Enterprises

FAMILY FIRST
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘Lessonsnot
learnt’ (IE, June25). It is strange that the
CongressHighCommand is giving ears
tosomeonewhohasneitherpoliticalide-
ologynorstandingandwillnothesitate
to jump, as his short political history
shows till now.At the other extreme is
the Punjab chiefministerwhohas ably
defendedhis turf against the BJP’s on-
slaught.Butthen,theGandhishavenever
liked any state leader of their party be-
coming powerful enough to challenge
them.Asalways, fearsof the first family
triumphovertheparty'swelfare.

VijaiPant,Hempur

HARDER THEY FALL
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Resolve
andresilience’(IE, June25).Themanner
inwhichthe famedIndianbattingcata-
pultedagainst somegoodKiwibowling
inthesecondinningsof the finalsof the
WorldTestChampionshipmakesthefan
wonder if ourbatsmen’s skills areover-
rated.NewZealandhas shownushow
doggednessincricketismorerewarding
thanflashesofbrilliance.

KamnaChhabra,Gurgaon

TALKS AND POLLS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘J&K talks
throughawidelens’(IE,June25).Thereis
no substitute for constructive talks be-
tweentheCentreandthestateleadersas
farasbringingKashmirbacktonormalcy
isconcerned.Thedetentionofthemain-
streamKashmiri leaders after the abro-

gationofspecialstatusunderArticle370
legitimisedtheextremisttendenciesand
seperatists.Theonlyhopelies inthede-
volutionoffullstatehoodandfreeandfair
elections.

VinaySaroha,Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘J&K talks
throughawidelens’(IE,June25).Thepo-
litical process initiatedby theCentre to
engagewith themainstreampolitical
partiesoftheerstwhilestateofJammu&
Kasmirwill help the leadership, bothat
theregionallevelandinNewDelhi,toun-
derstandeachothers' standpointbetter.
Theprocessof delimitation followedby
the assembly election is essential, as an
electedlegislatureandapopulargovern-
mentmustfill thepoliticalvoid.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ONTHEMIDNIGHTof June 25-26, 1975, the
President of India on the advice of Indira
Gandhi and without the approval of her
Cabinet,signedaproclamationto“declarethat
agraveemergencyexistswherebythesecurity
ofIndiaisthreatenedbyinternaldisturbances”.
Whatwas theneed for a secondEmergency
whenanEmergencyduetothe Indo-Pakwar
wasalready inexistencesince1971?Was the
securityofIndiareallythreatenedduetointer-
naldisturbances?
The immediate trigger for the imposition

of Emergency was the judgment of the
AllahabadHCon June12, 1975,which found
MrsGandhiguiltyofcorruptelectoralpractices
anddisqualifiedherfromholdingpublicoffice
for six years. On June23, the SupremeCourt
VacationJudgegrantedapartialstaybutwith-
outgrantinghervotingrightsinParliament.
Ego shattered, pride beaten, a united

OppositionunderJayaprakashNarayanbaying
for her resignation, a loudmediawaiting for
everyopportunitytocriticiseher,anon-pliant
judiciary that struckdownbanknationalisa-
tionandtheprivypursescaseandclippedthe
powerof Parliamentbypropounding theba-
sicstructuredoctrineinKesavanandaBharati–
everyone seemed to be challenging Indira
Gandhi’s authority. She opted to impose
Emergencytosilencehercritics.
More thanone lakhpoliticalworkers in-

cluding JP,MorarjiDesai, Atal BihariVajpayee
and Charan Singhwere arrested under the
Defenceof IndiaRules andMISA. Censorship
was imposed on the media. The RSS was

banned.Allpoliticalactivitieswereforbidden.
Manynewspapers carriedblankeditorials to
protestcensorship.Onenewspapercarriedan
obituaryadvertisementthatread:“Died,D.E.M.
OCRACY,Mother of Freedom,Daughter of L.I.
Berty,on26thJune,1975.”
Before the imposition of Emergency, the

onslaught on the judiciary had begun.Mrs
Gandhi superseded three judgeswhodeliv-
eredthejudgmentintheKesavanandaBharati
case and appointed Justice ANRay as Chief
JusticeofIndia.Inanotherinstance,JusticeHR
Khannawas supersededand JusticeHMBeg
was appointed as CJI. Fourteen high court
judgeswhowerefoundnottobepliablewere
transferred.
On June27, 1975, adeclarationwasmade

underArticle359(1)wherebynopersoncould
movethecourtsfortheenforcementofArticles
14,19and21.Theheightofsubversionwasex-
emplifiedbythen-AttorneyGeneralNirenDe
stating inopen court that duringEmergency,
evenifapersonwasthreatenedwithdeath,he
had no remedy in law. The Supreme Court
overruledninehigh courts that hadgiven re-
lief todetenusandheld thatpersonsarrested
underMISAcouldnotfilewritpetitions.
Duringthisperiod,sycophancywasalsoat

itspeak.TheCongresswassloganeering,“Indira
is India and India is Indira”.With the entire
Opposition in jail andthemediagagged,gov-
ernancethrougharrest,intimidationandterror
becamethenorm.
The election disqualification case in the

SupremeCourtwasscheduledforhearingfrom

August11,1975.IndiraGandhiwasinatearing
hurrytoamendboththeConstitutionandthe
RepresentationofPeoplesActretrospectivelyto
legislativelyvalidateherelection.
On July 21, Parliamentwas convened. By

passing the 38th ConstitutionAmendment,
impositionofEmergencywasmadenon-jus-
ticiableasitinvolved“wasteofpublicmoney”.
OnAugust 4, theElection Law(Amendment)
Billwasintroducedtoretrospectivelyvalidate
all the corrupt practices due towhichMrs
Gandhi’selectionhadbeenchallenged.Bythe
39thConstitutionAmendment, the elections
ofthePrimeMinister,President,VicePresident
andSpeakercouldnotbecalled intoquestion
before any court. It also added that anyorder
madebyanycourtsettingasideanelectionof
these four functionarieswould be deemed
void.
Anotherdeplorableamendmentthateven-

tually lapsed was the 41st Constitutional
AmendmentthatsoughttoamendArticle361
andgivelifelongimmunityfromcriminalpros-
ecution to thePrimeMinister, governors and
Presidentforallactsdonebeforetheassump-
tion of office and during their tenure. This
meant that a person committing themost
heinouscrimecouldescapethelawbybecom-
ingagovernorevenforaday.
Themisuseofconstitutionalpowersdidnot

stop there. On August 28, 1976, the 42nd
Constitution Amendmentwas introduced,
whichprovided that the constitutionality of
legislationcouldonlybedecidedbynolessthan
sevenjudgesandanylawcouldbestruckdown

only by a two-thirdsmajority. To negate the
principleof“basicstructure”,theBillprovided
that any constitutional amendment under
Article 368would be valid. The amendment
also increased the tenureof the LokSabha to
sixyears.
Thus, all the loopholeswereplugged. The

rulesofthegamewerechangedretrospectively.
TheoutcomeofthecaseintheSupremeCourt
wasaforegoneconclusion.MrsGandhiwasac-
quittedonNovember7,1975,ofallthecharges.
Confidentofvictory,MrsGandhicalledfor

early elections to take theOppositionby sur-
prise. But in the 1977 general elections, the
JanataPartystormedintopower.IndiraGandhi
wasdefeatedbythesameRajNarainwhohad
filedtheelectionpetitionintheAllahabadHigh
Court. SanjayGandhi, the illegitimate consti-
tutionalauthorityduringEmergency,wasalso
defeated. TheCongresswaswipedout from
theHindiheartland.Thegreatupheavalof1975
was finally reversedafter the Janata Party in-
troducedthe43rdand44thamendmentsand
restored theprimacyof theConstitution and
ruleof law.
Forty-sixyearshavepassedsincethathor-

ridday,buttheEmergencyisastorythatneeds
tobetoldandretold.Emergencystrengthened
democraticidealsofafreepress,anindepend-
entjudiciaryandatransparentgovernment.It
was thepeople and their faith in democracy
thatemergedasthetruewinners.

ThewriterisMember,RajyaSabhaandformer
DeputyChiefMinisterofBihar

IndiraGandhisubvertedConstitutionduringEmergency.Butthepeoplewon
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UTTARAKHANDFORESTMinisterHarakSingh
Rawat announced onWednesday that the
state’stwoTigerReserves—CorbettandRajaji
—wouldnowremainopenfortourismround
theyear.Untilnow,thereserveswouldremain
closedtotouristsduringthemonsoonfor4-5
monthseveryyear.Thestatementhassparked
adebatewithmanywarningthattourismac-
tivitiesintherainyseasonwilldisturbtigersin
theirmatingseason.
Until now, Rajaji’s Jhilmil and Corbett’s

Jhrirnazones remainedopenround theyear,
while the latter’s Bijrani zone closed for four
monthsfromJune15toOctober15.Therestof
Corbett andRajaji usually remained shut for
tourismbetweenJune15andNovember15.
The dates vary due to variation in forest

quality,topographyandclimate.Forexample,
theperipheral forests of Jhirna remainopen
throughout. Bijrani is not as affectedby sea-
sonal streams as the northern parts, say
Dhikala,ofCorbettandopensamonthearly.
Incomparison,meagrerainfallinRajasthan

allowsRanthambhoreNational Park to stay
openfor9monthsbetweenOctoberandJune.
AndhighmonsooninAssamforcesKaziranga
National Park to stay practically shut for six
monthsbetweenMayandOctober.

Whatabouttigerbreeding?
Contrary to themyth, tigers breed round

theyear.Exceptwhenraisinga litter,a tigress
comesintooestrusevery21days.Eveninthe
eventofstillbirthorprematuredeathofcubs,
itcomesintooestrusagainwithinamonth.
Clearly,suchreadinessbelieseveryimagi-

naryseasonalrestriction,eventhoughextreme
winters of theRussian Far East are known to
forceasemblanceof seasonality in theAmur
tiger’sbreedingbehaviour.
InIndia,ifthereisanyseasonalbiasformat-

ing, observational evidence suggests it is to-
wardstheautumn-springwindow.Therainy
seasonisnotthebesttimefortigerbreeding.
The elephant, the other iconic species of

Corbett andRajaji, doesnot seemtoparticu-
larlypreferthemonsoonforspeciespropaga-
tioneither.Whileelephantbreedingisindeed
linkedtorainfallpatterns—theybreedround
theyear inplaceswhere it rains likewise—a
highnumberofbirthsareobservedinthewin-
termonthsofNovember-JanuaryinIndia, in-
dicatingasurgeinmatinginthepre-andearly
monsoonmonthsofMay-July.
A2009paperonreproductivebehaviourof

elephantsinRajajinotedthe“musthphenom-
enon inadultmaleelephantswasmostlyob-
servedduringFebruarytoJuly,whichwasdom-
inatedbydryperiod”andpeakbreedingseason
in“largelythewarmperiod”startingMay.

So,whyshutreserves?
Ithasmoretodowithhumansthantigers

(or elephants), really. A tropical forest is least
accessibleduringthemonsoons,withlushun-
dergrowthblockingmovements andgullies
washingawaytracks.Thisiswhyeventhetro-
phyhunters of yorepicked the rainymonths
astheoff-season—awindowtheyhadtoallow
theanimalpopulationtorecover.
In fact, the policy of shutting down a

wildlife park is drivenbyweather across the
world. Yellowstone, the first national park in
theUS,andalsotheworld,shutseverywinter
in the snowseason.Nagarhole andBandipur
TigerReservesofKarnatakashuttotouristsin

the dry summer season to protect animals
fromstressandtheforestsfromfire.
Inthenorth,therainymonthsarethemost

challenging.Onlyin2019,amonsoonspatein
theseasonalDhangarhinallahthatflowsacross
the Ramnagar-Corbett road swept away a
tourist car. InsideCorbett, vehicular access is
limitedtoonlythree(Dhela,JhirnaandSultan)
ofoveradozentouristaccommodationsdur-
ing the rainy seasonwhen seasonal nullahs
carryingboulderswashawayroadsandeven
knockdownculverts.
“Wewalk anduse elephants to cross the

streamsforpatrollingandsupplyrationtothe
guardpostsduringthemonsoons.While it is
possible toupgrade the road toBijrani across
two seasonal streams that do not bring too
manyboulders, strengthening the roadnet-
work to access the rest of the parkwill be a
challenge.Buteverything ispossiblewithbig
investmentandmegamachinery,” saida for-
estofficialwhorecentlyservedatCorbett.

Whynotinvestandstayopen?
It isdifficult,althoughnotimpossible,due

to the topography.Anumberof southern re-
serves, includingNagarhole and Bandipur,
have invested in such interventions to stay
open for tourists round theyear. The scale of
construction, however, is not comparable to
whatisrequiredinUttarakhand’sforests.
“Wealsogeta lotof rainherebut thegra-

dientissuchthatwaterchannelsherestaynar-
rowandregularculvertsdothetrick.InCorbett,
theywill probably needbridging structures
spanningseveralhundredmetres.Wehaveto
decideifwewantallthatinsideatigerreserve,”
saidaformertopofficialof theKarnatakafor-
estdepartment.
Besides,tigerbreedingisnottheonlycon-

cern.Anumberofspeciesdobreedinthefor-
estduringtherainymonthsandtogetherthey
maintain the ecological balance, or the food
chain,thatsupportstheapexspecies.
Besides, wildlife deserves a break from

noise,lightandotherpollutionstourismbrings
to theirhabitat. Andgiven the logistical chal-
lenges it poses, the rainy season is themost
convenientperiodforprovidingthatrespite.
Arecentstudyreportedhighstressinduced

bytouristvehiclesintigersinBandhavgarhand
Kanha tiger reserves ofMadhya Pradesh by
comparingamarkerinthescatcollecteddur-
ingtourism(January-March)andnon-tourism
(September)months.While amoreaccurate
comparisonwouldbebetweenscatscollected
fromtourismandnon-tourismzonesthesame
month (a rainy September could anywaybe
morerelaxing),itisreasonabletoassumethat
aperiodof lowdisturbancewillanywayben-
efitwildlife.

Doesopeningorshuttingparksimpact
poaching?
Whileopeningparkstotouristsintherainy

months will not hamper the breeding
prospects of the tiger, itmay yet put thena-
tional animal at risk. Unlike the royal trophy
hunterswhoavoidedthedirtyrainymonths,
thepoacherconsidersthemonsoonanoppor-
tunitywhenguardsstruggletopatrolmuchof
the reserve. That iswhyProject Tiger has al-
waysemphasisedenhancedvigilanceduring
themonsoon.
Uttarakhand has a history of suffering

heavy losses to poachers during the rainy
season. Diverting the forest staff from
‘OperationMonsoon’totourismdutiesdur-
ing these toughmonthswill onlymake the
reservesmorevulnerable.

How shutting parks helps tigers
UttarakhandhasdecidedtokeepCorbettandRajajiTigerReservesopenallyear.Whatwerethereasons
forshutting themduringtherainyseasonso far, andhowdoes it impact tigerbreedingandpoaching?

Atiger inCorbett, andtheTigerReserveduringthemonsoon(right).Contrarytomyth, tigersbreedroundtheyearandnot just intherainyseason. AGAnsari
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SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,JUNE25

TWOBJPMPS fromWest Bengal recently
called for separate states tobecarvedout in
Jangalmahal andNorthBengal respectively.
Whiletheseareindividualstatements,which
theBJP leadershiphasdistanced itself,West
Bengalhasalsoseenthreefull-fledgedmove-
mentsforseparatestatessinceIndependence
—all frompartsofNorthBengal.
AlookatthetwoBJPleaders’remarksand

thethreestatehoodmovements:

What theMPs said
OnJune13,BJPMPfromAlipurduarJohn

Barlademandeda separate stateor aUnion
Territory inNorthBengal, saying the region
has lackeddevelopment over the years. On
June 21, BJPMP fromBishnupur Saumitra
Khan demanded that Jangalmahal region
(formerlyaMaoistbelt,notinNorthBengal)
bemade a separate state, contending there
haveneverbeenseriousdevelopmentthere.
Thefollowingday,BJPstatepresidentDilip

Ghosh clarified: “Someof our leaders have
madesomestatementsintheirpersonalca-
pacity.Ithasnothingtodowithourpartyline
oropinionwhichisagainstanyformofdivi-
sionofWestBengal.”

Gorkhalandmovement
The demand for a separate state for

Gorkhas in theDarjeelinghills andparts of
theDooarsandSiliguriterairegionsbeganas
a violentmovement in the 1980s, initially
spearheadedbyGorkhaNationalLiberation
Front(GNLF)founderSubashGhising.Thede-
mandstemmed fromallegations that these
regionsweredeprivedofbasicamenitiessuch
aselectricity,healthcare,schools,andjobs.
The agitation peaked in 1985-86,with

over1,200deaths. It endedwith the forma-
tionofDarjeelingGorkhaHillCouncil(DGHC)
in1988,whichadministered theDarjeeling
hillsfor23yearswithsomeautonomy.
In2007,thestatehooddemandresurfaced

after Ghising's former aide, Bimal Gurung,
broke away fromtheGNLF and formed the
GorkhaJanmuktiMorcha.TheGJMtookover
theGorkhalandmovement,spearheadingag-

itationsin2011,2013and2017.
In 2011, the Gorkha Territorial

AdministrationwasformedfortheDarjeeling

andKalimpong areas, replacing theDGHC.
ButGurungresignedfromtheGTAin2011it-
self,citinginterferencefromthestategovern-

ment,andrenewedtheGorkhalandagitation.
In2017,followinga104-dayshutdownin

theDarjeeling hills and a violent agitation,
Gurungwent intohiding.Heresurfaced last
year andextendedhis support to the ruling
Trinamool Congress. Since then, the
Gorkhalanddemandhasfizzledout.
TheBJPhasbeenwinningtheDarjeeling

LokSabhaseatwiththesupportofGJMsince
2009,butitsleadershavesteeredclearofdis-
cussingtheGorkhalanddemand.

Kamtapurmovement
Thismovement came fromwithin the

KochRajbongshi community, a Scheduled
CasteinWestBengal.Theproposedstatecov-
erssevenofNorthBengal’seightdistrictsin-
cludingCoochBehar,wherethemovementis
centred, aswell as Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon,
Dhubri and Goalpara districts in Assam;
KishanganjinBihar;andJhapainNepal.
Thedemandwas first raised in1995 fol-

lowing the formation of the Kamtapur
LiberationOrganisation(KLO),anarmedmil-
itant organisation. Its stated aimwas to ad-
dressproblemsfacedbytheKochRajbongshi

people such as unemployment, land alien-
ation, neglect of Kamtapuri language and
identity,andeconomicdeprivation.
Themovement fizzled out in the early

2000sdue to a leadership crisis and the ar-
restof severaloperativesof theKLOandthe
AllKamtapurStudentsUnion(AKSU).

Greater Cooch Behar agitation
Themovementwas started in 1998 by

Greater Cooch Behar People’s Association
(GCPA) general secretary Bangshi Badan
Barman.Theproposedstatecomprisedseven
districtsofNorthBengalalongwithAssam’s
Kokrajhar,BongaigaonandDhubri.
In 1949, CoochBeharwasmergedwith

India as a C-category state through three
treaties.OnJanuary1,1950,theCentrebifur-
catedtheerstwhilekingdom,withpartsgo-
ingtoWestBengalandpartstoAssam.
This statehoodmovementnever gained

momentum,andtherehasbeennomajorag-
itation since2008when theGreater Cooch
Behar Democratic Party held a fast-unto-
deathdemandingthereleaseofBarmanand
55otherswhohadbeenarrestedin2005.
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AVALUATIONreportbyaregisteredvaluerisat
theheartoftherecentcontroversysurround-
ingaRs4,000croreshareallotmentdecisionby
PNBHousingFinancetoinvestorsledbyCarlyle
atapriceofRs390pershare.While themat-
ter has reached the Securities Appellate
Tribunal,theSecuritiesandExchangeBoardof
India (SEBI) had on June 18written to PNB
Housingstatingthatthelatter’sboardresolu-
tionwith regard to the “issueof securities of
thecompany”,initsEGMnoticedatedMay31,
is “ultra-vires” of the company’s Articles of
Association (AoA) and should not be acted
uponuntil the companyundertakes avalua-
tionof shares, as prescribed in itsAoA, by an
independentregisteredvaluer.

Whoisaregisteredvaluer?
Aregisteredvaluer is an individual or en-

titywhichisregisteredwiththeInsolvencyand
BankruptcyBoardofIndia(IBIBI)asavaluerin
accordancewith theCompanies (Registered
Valuers and Valuation) Rules, 2017. Under
Section 458 of the Companies Act, IBBI has
beenspecifiedas theauthoritybythecentral
government.
Theconceptofregisteredvaluerwasintro-

duced in theCompaniesAct in2017 inorder
toregulatethevaluationofassetsandliabilities
linkedtoacompanyandtostandardisetheval-
uationprocedureinlinewithglobalvaluation
standards.
Expertssaythatbeforetheconceptofreg-

isteredvaluerbecamepartof theCompanies
Act,valuationwasdoneinanarbitrarymanner,
often leading toquestionmarksover the au-
thenticityof thevaluation.

Whatdoesthevaluationreportcomprise?
AspertheCompanies(RegisteredValuers

andValuation)Rules,2017, thevaluershould,
inhis/itsreport,state11keyaspectsincluding
disclosureof thevaluer’sconflictof interest, if
any.Amongothersitmustinclude:purposeof
valuation;sourcesofinformation;procedures
adopted incarryingout thevaluation;valua-
tionmethodology;andmajorfactorsthatinflu-
encedthevaluation.

Whocanbecomearegisteredvaluer?
AnindividualneedstocleartheValuation

ExaminationconductedbyIBBI.Therulesstate,
however, that an individualwho has com-
pleted50yearsof ageandhasbeensubstan-
tiallyinvolvedinatleasttenvaluationassign-
mentsofassetsamountingtoRs5crorerupees
ormore, during the five years preceding the
commencementoftheserules,shallnotbere-

quiredtopasstheValuationExamination.
The individual should, however, have a

postgraduatedegreeinthespecifieddiscipline
(relevant forvaluationof theclassof asset for
which the registration is sought) and should
haveat least threeyears of experience in the
disciplinethereafter.
AsofMarch31,2021therewere3,967reg-

isteredvaluersinthecountry.Only40ofthem
areregisteredentities;therestareindividuals.

Forwhatassetscanaregisteredvaluer
undertakevaluation?
Registeredvaluercangetthemselvesreg-

isteredforvaluationofassetssuchaslandand
building;plantandmachinery;andsecurities
andfinancialassets.Theycangetregisteredfor
valuationof all three classes, and canunder-
takevaluationofonlytheassetsforwhichthey
havegottheregistration.

THISWORDMEANS: REGISTEREDVALUER

Themandate to carry out valuation of an entity

SCIENTISTS HAVE de-
velopedanovelmethod
for coronavirus testing
that swabsyour smart-
phone screen rather
than your nose or
throat. Compared to
regular PCR testing, the
Phone Screen Testing
(PoST)method is non-
invasive, costs less, and
is equally accurate, the
scientistshavereported
inthe journaleLife.
“...Wehypothesised thatCovid-19

contagious individualswill regularly
deposit aerosols, droplets of saliva, or
upperrespiratorytractsecretionscon-
tainingshedSARS-CoV-2virions,over
thescreenoftheirphone,whichcould
then be sampled and detected by RT-
PCR,” theauthorswrite.
PoST involves collecting samples

from the phone screen
with regular swabs like
the ones used for na-
sopharyngealsampling,
butembeddingthemin
a salinewater solution.
“Thesampleisthensub-
jected to a regular PCR
likeforclinicalsamples,”
lead author Dr Rodrigo
Youngsaid,byemail.
The studywas done

on540 individualswho
underwentbothPoSTandregularPCR
testing.PoSTdetectedthevirusonthe
phonesof81.3%to100%of contagious
peoplewithahighviral load.
“Ifwemanage todoperiodicmass

testingtoallpeoplewithnosymptoms
we could theoretically end the pan-
demic,”DrYoungsaid.

Longerversionon
www.indianexpress.com
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How to swab your phone
screen for coronavirus
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StatehooddemandsemergingfromNorthBengal(shadeddifferentlyfromtherest
ofWestBengal)havesometimessoughttoincludepartsfromoutsidethestate.

Before BJPMPs’ remarks, statehoodmovements fromNorth Bengal

Pune



THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY, JUNE26,2021

EXPRESSNETWORK
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

11

CROSSWORD4466

ACROSS
1 Secretbelief (10)
6 Unusuallycoldpartof the
earth (4)

10RecordedEdwardasmissing?
(5)

11 Cranksociallyand
mechanically (9)

12Antigone’s formofdenial (8)
13Short formof summary(5)
15Exactspayment for those in
one’scare (7)

17 Dateandremove(4,3)
19 Onepairmovedoutof doors
(4-3)

21 Anideaof self-importance (7)
22 Boundtohavespirit (5)
24 He’snotonspeakingterms
withhisbrothers (8)

27 Onpaper itmakes things look
veryblack (6,3)

28 Didsomepressing (5)
29 Theymaybepiercedor just
pricked(4)

30 They’reshameless,producing
beerasport (10)

DOWN
1 Isunable to leanover
(4)

2 Remoteandout-of-the-way
Parisianbuilding (5,4)

3 Countryneedsaid ingetting
intoshape(5)

4 Theconverseof friends (7)
5 Growingsourceof foodand
drink(7)

7 Thewordsof asongupsetCyril
(5)

8 Causeacapital loss (10)
9 Completedescriptionof a
mustang?(8)

14 Thereare termsfor this (10)
16 Hehasminor responsibilities
(8)

18 Giveshortchange- it’s a
mistakeof sorts (9)

20 Sailorcomesuparope- this
one?(7)

21 Abiscuit for thebreak?(7)
23 Criedout foradrink (5)
25 Soundfruit (5)
26 Theodddoseofpoetry?(4)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr 20)
Try to remember
thatwith theMoon
approaching a
visionary

relationshipwithNeptune,
you are in an idealisticmood.
Yet your ambitions are being
fuelled byhopeswhichmaybe
unreasonable andothersmay
complain that youhave a
rather outsize ego.

TAURUS (Apr 21 -May21)
Idealistic,
inspirational,
religious and
imaginative

Taureans should come into
their ownunder today's high-
mindedplanetary impulses.
All of youwill find that
overseas contacts and travel
plans assumeamorepressing
importance than in thepast.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
TheMoon shifts its
position ever so
gradually, bringing
onebrief phase to

an end. Youmaybegin to see
developments,which once
seemed incredibly dramatic,
throughnewsober anddown-
to-earth eyes. Thepoint to
remember at themoment is
that endings always giveway
tonewbeginnings.

CANCER (June22 - July 23)
After all you've
endured on the
personal level, you
maybe inclined to

resent other people. I don't
think that anyone canblame
you for thewayyou feel, but
for your own sake, youmust
realise that the future ismore
important than thepast. Now
could be the time to let go.

LEO (July 24 -Aug23)
During thenext few
weeks you should
ensure that any
adjustments in your

earnings and joint finances
will be to your long-term
advantage. Don't be
embarrassed about theneed
to look after number one. And
don't be backward about
coming forward.

VIRGO (Aug24 - Sep23)
Over thenext
month or twoyou
must give full rein
to your utterly

unique and individual talents.
Those artistic and creative
aspects of theVirgoan
character, aboutwhich I have
already spoken in previous
columns, are growingdaily
more intense. Believe
in yourself.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct 23)
Nomatter how
turbulent the
situationbecomes,
thismaybeoneof

themost exciting periods
since last year. Family affairs
seem tobedrifting towards a
state of highdramaandhappy
gatherings are on the cards. It's
also, by theway, a good time to
dance thenight away.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 -Nov23)
As theweekend
progresses itwill
become clear that
travel prospects are

lookingmore favourable and
thatmisunderstandings can
nowbe clearedup. You'll
probably hear a snippet of very
useful news, onewhich I think
could introduce you to awhole
newoutlook on life.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Sagittarians are not
always knownas
theworld's greatest
charmers— they're

usuallymuch too truthful. Yet I
have a feeling that youmay
have towithdrawor qualify a
number of recent statements,
nomatterwhether youdo
have the facts on your side.

CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan20)
Thewinds of
change are blowing
throughCapricorn
with a gentle

insistency. You are being
pushed towards a future
which ismore compassionate,
imaginative andmuchmore
deeply satisfying than in the
past. Your travel stars are also
looking pretty lively, so if you
fancy a trip somewhere, go
for it.

AQUARIUS (Jan21- Feb19)
A sociable start to
the day could be
followedby amore
reclusive phase. You

may find that there are certain
meetings and gatherings you
would rather cancel. It all
depends onwhoexactly is
involved, andwhere you're
meeting them. Take it one step
at a time.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar 20)
Youmay aswell
burn the candle at
both ends—after
all, you only live

once. Your social, romantic
and emotional stars
have scarcely ever been
better, and Iwouldn'twant
you tomiss significant
opportunities. Neitherwould
Iwant you tomiss out on a
new friendship.

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
5
14

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
5
13

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
What's___iswhat's__ifyoudoeverythingelse___.-RobinWilliams(5,.,4,.,5)

SOLUTION:RETRO,STILT,NOUGHT,GUFFAW
Answer:What'srightiswhat'sleftifyoudoeverythingelsewrong.-RobinWilliams

TEORR HOGNUT

TILTS AFUFGW

SolutionsCrossword4465:Across: 1Envious,5Inbed,8Abandoned,9Tap,10
Tiff,12Proceeds,14String,15Ateout,17Observer,18Afar,21Cog,22Namesakes,
24Lathe,25Tirades.Down:1Exact,2Via,3Odds,4Senora,5Indicate,6Betteroff,
7Deposit,11Foresight,13Entrance,14Stoical,16Hermit,19Roses,20User,23Kid.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

NOT RAIN WATER
DrainagewateroverflowsatBhavaniPeth,whoseresidentssaytheyhavecomplainedtothe
PMCaboutthis issueseveral times. AshishKale

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE25

APROBEintotheMondaydeath
of fivemembersofagangwhich
attemptedtorob2.33kgofgold
smuggled from Dubai to
Kozhikode inKeralahas led toa
man with links to the ruling
CPI(M).
Customsisonthelookoutfor

ArjunAyanki,who, according to
police, had reached the
Kozhikode airport to collect the
smuggledgold.Arjun isveryac-
tive on socialmedia as a CPI(M)
campaignerandhadearlierheld
the post of unit secretary of the

DYFI, the youthwing of CPI(M),
inhisnativeKannur.
Arjun has gone into hiding

but in a Facebook post said that
the party was not liable to an-
swerforthepersonalallegations
against him. “I have not been a
member of the CPI (M) or DYFI
for the last three years. I amen-
gagedinanideologicalcampaign
for the partywithout expecting
anyreward.Iwouldprovemyin-
nocence,”hewrote.
Thegoldinquestionhadbeen

smuggledinfromDubaiforagang
based in Kozhikode district’s
Koduvallybyapassenger,evenas
Arjunallegedlywaitedoutsidethe
airport tocollect it.However, an-
othergangfromCherpulasseryin

Palakkaddistrictreachedtheair-
porttorobthegold.
Accordingtopolice, theplans

of both gangs and Arjun went
awrywhenCustoms seized the
gold. AsArjunwent back empty
handed, theCherpulassery gang
began chasing him, but turned
backtowardstheairportafterre-
alisingthatthegoldhadbeencon-
fiscatedbyCustoms.
Itwasduringthisreturnjour-

neythatoneofthethreeSUVsbe-
longingtotheCherpulasserygang
metwithanaccident,killingfive.
InKannurdistrict,politicalparties
allegedlyhiredgangsforpolitical
attacksinthepast.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, JUNE 25

THE HIGHLY transmissible
Deltavariantof thecoronavirus
is present in at least 174 dis-
tricts of the country — and its
sub-lineage, Delta plus, has
beendetected in48samples in
10 states, the Union Health
Ministry said on Friday.
TheDeltavariantwasamajor

contributor to the secondwave
of infections that peaked in
April-May,thegovernmentsaid.
Data released by the Ministry
showed that the variant was
presentin52districtsacrossthe
country in March, and had
spread to174districtsby June.
ICMR chief Dr Balram

Bhargava warned that even
thoughmorethan500districts
werenowreporting less than5
percent testpositivity, thesec-
ond wave of the epidemic
shouldnotbeassumedtohave
ended.
“The secondwave isnot yet

over in the country. We have
still got 75 districts that have
more than 10 per cent preva-
lence, andwehave 92 districts
that have between 5 per cent
and10percentprevalence,”Dr
Bhargava said.
“These districts are impor-

tant, and it is possible for us to
avertabig thirdwaveprovided
individuals and the society ad-
here to Covid-appropriate be-
haviour, and avoid mass gath-
erings... Any indicativehotspot
that we find, they need to be
identifiedandisolated,”hesaid.
The Health Ministry cate-

gorised the Delta plus variant
of the coronavirus as a Variant
of Concern (VOC) on Tuesday,

and directed states to take up
immediatecontainmentmeas-
ures in clusters where it had
been detected.
Dr Sujeet Kumar Singh,

Director, National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC), said
that of the 48 cases of Delta
plus in 10 states, Maharashtra
had20, followedbyTamilNadu
(9), and Madhya Pradesh (7).
DrSinghclarified that there

was no evidence currently to
suggest that theDeltaplusvari-
antwassignificantlymoredan-
gerous thanDelta.
Its transmission potential

was currently the same as that
of Delta, Dr Singh said. And at
thispoint,giventhe limitedsci-
entific evidence and only a
smallnumberof cases,nothing
can be said on concerns over
the additional mutation in
Delta plus — K417N — which
has been linked with immune
escape mechanism and a po-
tential reductioninmonoclonal
antibody response, he said.
“Since the Delta variant is

already a VOC, its sub-lineage
will also be called VOC. I also
want to clarify that the Delta
plusvariantsignifiesDeltavari-
ant with an additional muta-
tion — the 'plus' does not sig-
nify that it is more
transmissible or will cause
more severe disease than the
Delta variant. When there is
anysuchscientificevidence(on
increased transmissibility) we
will informyou,”DrSinghsaid.
“There are very limited

cases of Delta plus variant in
India as well as across the
globe; therefore,wecannotsay
that inanyof thesedistricts, the
Deltaplusvariant is causingan
increasing trend in cases,” he

said.
Dr Bhargava announced

that ICMR would, in about a
week, comeoutwith results of
the effectiveness trial of vac-
cines against the Delta plus
variant.
“Delta plus is present in 12

countries; 48 cases have been
detected in India,however they
have been very localised. This
virus has been isolated and is
beingcultured.Laboratorytests
to check vaccine effect are on-
going and we should have
these results in seven to 10
days' time,” he said.
DrSinghsaidthatasof June,

174 districts were affected by
theDeltavariant. “Inallof these
districts,wecontinue tomoni-
tor the trend... The proportion
of cases with Variants of
Concern (Delta andDelta plus)
has risen from10.31percent in
May to51per centon June20...
In some states, the Delta vari-
ant has slowly replaced the
Alpha variant. This shows that
the Delta variant is a stronger
variant thantheAlphavariant,”
he said.
Variants of Concern had

been detected in 21,109 se-
quenced samples in the coun-
try, Dr Singh said. According to
official data, the prevalence of
the Delta variant had gone up
from only 10 per cent of sam-
ples inMarchtoastaggering90
per cent inMay.
Eight states have reported

approximately 50 per cent of
the total VOCs in the country:
Maharashtra (3,117), Delhi
(2,973), Kerala (2,382), West
Bengal (1,553), Punjab (1,431),
Telangana (1,127), Haryana
(945), and Andhra Pradesh
(829).

KOZHIKODEGOLDSMUGGLINGCASE

Police probe leads to
man with CPM links

They eloped, asked HC
for security; now man
shot dead, wife injured
JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,JUNE25

ACOUPLEwhohadapproached
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court for protection after they
eloped and got married last
AugustwereshotThursdaynight
intheDwarkaareaofDelhi.
Police said six-seven men

broke into the couple’s house in
Ambrahi village inDwarka and
firedaround10rounds,killing24-
year-old Vinay Dahiya, a taxi
driver, and leaving hiswife, 19-
year-oldKiran,seriouslyinjured.
In an order datedAugust 19,

2020, JusticeRajMohanSinghof
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court had asked the Sonepat
SeniorSuperintendentofPoliceto
“ascertainthetruthintheallega-
tions of the petitioners…assess
thethreatperceptionof thepeti-
tioners”.
Police said the couple had

married on August 13 last year
against thewishesof their fami-
lies,andinvestigatorsbelievethey
were the targets of an “honour
killing”. Kiran’smother, police
said, had lodgeda complaint the
samedayatSonepat’sKharkhoda
police station, and an abduction
FIRwasregisteredagainstuniden-
tifiedpersons.
Following the attack, police

have detained Kiran’s family
membersforquestioning.
The couple’s advocate,

AbhimanyuKalsy,toldTheIndian
Express:“Theyapproachedme,al-
legingthatKiran’sfamilywasnot
lettingthemgetmarriedandhad
beengivingthemdeaththreats.”
JusticeRajMohanSingh,while

disposing the petition, had di-
rectedthecoupletoappearbefore
the Sonepat SSP, noting “before
whomtheyhavestatedlymoved
arepresentation”.TheSSP,theor-
derstated,“wouldbeatlibertyto
join thepetitioners or any other
personacquaintedwiththefacts
of the case”.
“It would be appreciated if

needfulindecidingtherepresen-
tation is donewithin aperiodof

onemonth from the date of re-
ceipt of certified copyof this or-
der,”JusticeSinghstatedinhisor-
der.
After the attack Fridaynight,

Kalsy said: “No protectionwas
provided to them. In fact, an FIR
was lodgedagainstVinayby the
girl’sfamilywhoclaimedthatshe
wasaminorandthathewastry-
ingtoforciblymarryher.Shewas
18whentheygotmarried. I later
movedapleaseekingquashingof
theFIR,whichwassubsequently
done,butnopoliceassistancewas
providedtothem.”
Residents of Ambrahi village

saidtheyinitiallymistookthefir-
ingforacylinderexplosion.People
foundVinay’s bodyon the road,
andKiran injuredon the terrace
of an apartment building. The
couplehadmovedintotheirnew
homethree-fourdaysago.
PolicesaidVinaysustainedat

least four bullet injuries, while
Kiranwasshotatleastfivetimes.
Jyoti, the couple’s neighbour

and landlady, said: “Iwas inmy
housewhen I heard the firing.
Initially, I thought a cylinderhad
exploded.Iwentoutsidetocheck
and sawKiran running towards
the terrace, and Vinay running
downstairs. I immediatelywent
insideandlockedthedoors.Vinay
waslater founddeadinanarrow
lane. Themenwho came to kill
themleftshortlyafter.”
LocalssaidKiranhadjumped

to the terrace of the adjoining
building.
Policesaidtheyreceivedacall

around9pmandfoundKiranon
theterraceofthebuildingandher
husband lying near a shop. The
couple were rushed to
Venkateshwar Hospital where
Vinaywas declared dead on ar-
rival.Kiran’sconditionissaidtobe
critical.
Raguvendra Khurana, also a

neighbour,said:“Isawthree-four
menstandingoutsidethecouple’s
houseonthesecondfloor.Thefir-
inglastedalmostfiveminutes.The
assailants kept firingwhile the
coupletriedtoescape.”

noevidenceyet that sub-lineage ismoredangerous:govt

Delta plus found in48
samples in 10 states,
Delta now in 174dists
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BELARUS

OPPN FIGUREMOVEDTOHOUSEARREST
ABelarusianoppositionactivistandhisgirlfriend,whowerearrestedaftertheirairlinerwas
forcedtolandinthecountry’scapitalofMinsk,havebeentransferredtohousearrest,their
lawyerandparentssaidonFriday.Boththedissident,RomanProtasevich,andhisRussian
girlfriend,SofiaSapega,werereleasedfromjailastheEUimposedmoresanctionsonBelarus.

USA

Chauvincould
facedecadeslong
sentencein
Floyd’sdeath
FORMERMINNEAPOLISpo-
liceOfficerDerek Chauvin
learnshissentenceFridayfor
murder inGeorge Floyd’ s
death, closingachapter ina
casethatsparkedglobalout-
rage and a reckoning on
racialdisparitiesinAmerica.
Chauvin,45,facesdecadesin
prison,withseverallegalex-
pertspredictinga sentence
of 20 to 25 years. Though
Chauvin iswidelyexpected
to appeal, he also still faces
trial on federal civil rights
charges, alongwith three
otherfiredofficerswhohave
yet tohave their state trials.
Chauvinwas convicted of
second-degree uninten-
tionalmurder, third-degree
murderandsecond-degree
manslaughter for pressing
hiskneeagainstFloyd’sneck
as the 46-year-old gasped
thathecouldn’tbreathe.AP

DerekChauvin

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

RUSSIA

Oppnfigure
sayselectionbid
blockedover
Navalnysupport
A RUSSIAN opposition
politiciansaidonFridayhe
hadbeenbarredfromtak-
ingpart in a local election
becauseof his support for
jailedKremlincriticAlexei
Navalny.IlyaYashinsaidhe
hadwantedtoregisterasa
candidateforanelectionto
theMoscowCity Duma,
the regional parliament,
butwas toldhe couldnot
underalawbanningmem-
bers of groups declared
“extremist” fromrunning
foroffice.Acourtrulingthis
month outlawed groups
linked toNavalny as “ex-
tremist”. REUTERS

GIBRALTAR

Voterschoose
toeasestrict
abortionlaw
GIBRALTARVOTEDtoease
a strict abortion law, offi-
cialssaidonFriday,aftera
referendumwhich some
locals saidmarked a long
overdue advancement of
women’srightsinthetiny
British territory. Around
62% of voters who took
partbackedthechangein
Thursday's ballot, where
turnoutwasabout52%of
the 23,000 odd eligible
voters, Gibraltar’s parlia-
mentsaid.“Gibraltardoes
have to keep upwith the
times, you cannot live in
thepast,” said Jacqueline,
a Gibraltarian woman
whodeclined to give her
last name, on Friday
morning. REUTERS

GOPALSHARMA
&RUPAMJAIN
KATHMANDU, JUNE25

WEARING A baseball cap and
knee-lengthtraditionalGhorobe,
carrying a backpack, Bhutan’s
kinghaswalkedthroughjungles
infestedwithleechesandsnakes,
trekkedmountains andquaran-
tined several times in a hotel in
thecapital.
For 14 months, King Jigme

Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck,
41, has been travelling by foot,
car and horse to remote ham-
lets tooverseemeasurestopro-
tect his tiny kingdom of
700,000 from the coronavirus

outbreak that has flared up in
neighbouring India.
The nation nestled between

India and China in the Eastern
HimalayashasaCovid-19death
toll of justone.
“When the king travels for

milesandknocks ... toalertpeo-
ple about the pandemic, then
hishumblewordsarerespected
and taken very seriously,” said
Lotay Tshering, the country’s
PrimeMinister.
“HisMajesty’spresenceisfar

morepowerfulthanjust issuing
publicguidelines,”Tsheringtold
Reuters. His presence assures
peopletheyarenotaloneintheir
fight against the pandemic, the
PMsaid.

Tshering, a practicing urolo-
gist, often accompanies the
Oxford-educated king for trips

near the porous border shared
withIndia,whereasecondwave
ofthepandemicmorethandou-

bled the death toll over the last
twomonths.
Bhutan became a constitu-

tionalmonarchy in 2008when
thekingrelinquishedhisabsolute
powers. But loyalty to the royal
familystilldominatesthenation’s
socio-political landscape.
In recent weeks, the king

walked for five days on a trail
passingthroughelevationsofup
to4,343metrestothankprimary
healthworkers in remoteareas.
Theking’sofficedeclinedare-

questforaninterviewbuthisso-
cial media pages on Instagram
andFacebookshowcasehiswork
andtravelsduringthepandemic.
“Ourking’sbiggestfearisthat

if the pandemic spreads like a

forest fire then our (nation)
couldbewipedout,” saida sen-
iorpalaceofficial.
Afatherof twoboys,theking

checks into a hotel in capital
Thimphu to follow quarantine
protocols after every trip. Like
most of his subjects, he has re-
ceivedonevaccinationdose.
“(Theking)hasbeentoallhigh

riskborder areas timeandagain
tomonitor everymeasureput in
placeandtoensurebestpractices
are followedwithin limited re-
sources,” saidRui Paulode Jesus,
theWorldHealthOrganisation
representativeinBhutan.
Bhutan, anancientkingdom

sealedoff to foreignersuntil the
1970s,has justonedoctoravail-

able forevery2,000people.
Thebordersof thescenicna-

tionarenowshutagainanddo-
mesticlockdownshavebeenim-
posed in some areas, while
screeningandtesting forCovid-
19havebeensteppedup.
PrimeMinister Tshering has

said Bhutan is looking tomix-
and-match vaccine doses be-
causeafterinoculating90%of its
eligible population with their
firstdoseoftheAstraZenecashot,
thenationranoutof supplies.
The deadline to administer

the second dose after a gap of
12weeks is thismonth,andthe
government is seeking other
supplies to deal with the
shortage. REUTERS

‘WHEN THE KING TRAVELS FOR MILES AND KNOCKS... THEN HIS WORDS ARE RESPECTED AND TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY’

Bhutan king treks across mountains to hold down Covid fatality count

Bhutan’sKing JigmeKhesarNamgyelWangchuckhas lunch
atasecurityoutpost inTempaling,Bhutan, inMay.Reuters

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JUNE25

THE NUMBER of Delta variant
casesofCovid-19intheUKhave
risen by 35,204 since last week
toatotalof111,157,representing
a46percentincrease,healthof-
ficials said in theweekly report
releasedonFriday.Officials also
saidtheywereinvestigatingan-
othervariantnamedLambda.
PublicHealth England (PHE)

saidofthetotalcasesoftheDelta
variant—firstidentifiedinIndia—
42 belong to the Delta AY.1 sub
lineage, dubbed Delta plus in
some quarters over fears of its
evengreatertransmissibility.
While theDeltavariantnow

accounts for approximately 95
per cent of cases that are se-
quencedacrosstheUK,PHEsaid
bothdosesofaCovid-19vaccine
continuetoprovidegoodprotec-
tionagainsthospitalisations.
“Through the success of our

vaccination programme, data
suggestwehavebeguntobreak
thelinkbetweencasesandhos-
pitalisations,” said Dr Jenny
Harries, Chief Executive of the
UKHealthSecurityAgency.
“This is hugely encouraging

news, but we cannot become
complacent.Twodosesofvaccine
are far more effective against
Covid-19 than a single dose, so
pleasemake sure that youcome
forwardtogetyourseconddoseas
soonasyouare invited,”shesaid.
“Whilstvaccinesprovideexcellent
protection,theydonotprovideto-
talprotection,soitisstillasimpor-

tantaseverthatwecontinuetoex-
ercisecaution,”sheadded.
Meanwhile,PHEsaiditadded

another variant, Lambda (C.37)
toits listofvariantsunderinves-
tigation(VUI)onWednesdaydue
to international expansion and
several notable mutations, in-
cluding L452Q and F490S. The
World Health Organisation
(WHO) classified Lambda as a
“variantof interest”onJune14.
Six cases of Lambda have

been identified across the coun-
trytodate,allhavebeenlinkedto
overseas travel. Theearliestdoc-
umentedsamplewasreportedin
Peru and Lambda has been se-
quencedin26countriestodate.
PHEsaiditiscarryingoutlab-

oratory testing to better under-
standtheimpactofmutationson
thebehaviourof thevirus. PTI

Afghan leaderofHighCouncil forNationalReconciliation
AbdullahAbdullahandPresidentAshrafGhaniwithSenate
MajorityLeaderChuckSchumerandSenateMinorityLeader
MitchMcConnellonCapitolHill.Reuters

SABINESIEBOLD,
PHILIPBLENKINSOP&
GABRIELABACZYNSKA
BRUSSELS, JUNE25

RESPECTLGBTrightsorleavethe
European Union, Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte told his
Hungarian counterpart as the
bloc’s leaders confrontedViktor
Orban over a law that bans
schoolsfromusingmaterialsseen
aspromotinghomosexuality.
Severalparticipantsspokeof

themost intensepersonal clash
amongthe27EUleadersinyears

onThursdaynight.
“Itwasreally forceful,adeep

feeling that this could not be. It
was about our values; this is
whatwestandfor,”Ruttetoldre-
portersonFriday.

“Isaid‘Stopthis,youmustwith-
drawthelawand, ifyoudon’t like
that and really say that the
Europeanvaluesarenotyourval-
ues, then youmust think about
whethertoremainintheEuropean
Union’.” French President
EmmanuelMacroncalleditabat-
tleovercivilisationandculture.
Hungary is now likely to face

alegalchallengeattheEU’shigh-
est court. Luxembourg Prime
Minister Xavier Bettel said
Budapest should also be subject
toanas-yetuntestedprocedureto
cutEUfundingforthosewhovio-
latedemocraticrules. REUTERS

REUTERS
BRASILIA, JUNE25

PRESIDENT JAIR Bolsonaro on
Thursday said Brazil never paid
for or received any doses of a
coronavirus vaccine developed
by Indian company Bharat
Biotech, in response to allega-
tions of irregularities in a deal
that isunder investigation.
Federal prosecutors and a

specialSenatecommitteearein-
vestigating the deal for Bharat
Biotech'sCovaxinshot,citingthe
fact that thegovernment struck
aspeedyagreementwhenoffers
from Pfizer in 2020 at a lower
pricewere ignoredat the time.
“We didn’t spend one cent

on Covaxin. We didn't receive
onedoseof Covaxin.What sort
of corruption is this?”
Bolsonaro said. The president
pledged to take action if any
corruption was discovered in
his government.
Covaxinhasyettoreceiveap-

provalforpublicuse,althoughit
has receivedpermission tocon-
duct aphase3 clinical trial via a
Brazilianpartnercompany.
On Wednesday, Bharat

Biotech said it hadyet toprovide
vaccinesuppliestoBrazilandhas
been consistent and transparent
initspricingwithallgovernments.

DAVIDSTANWAY
SHANGHAI, JUNE25

THEVIRUSthatcausesCovid-19
could have started spreading in
China as early as October 2019,
twomonthsbeforethefirstcase
wasidentifiedinthecentralcity
ofWuhan, anewstudy showed
onFriday.
Researchers from Britain’s

UniversityofKentusedmethods
fromconservationsciencetoes-
timatethatSARS-CoV-2firstap-
peared from early October to
mid-November2019,according
toapaperpublishedinthePLOS
Pathogens journal.
Themost likely date for the

virus’ emergence was Nov 17,
2019, and it had probably al-

readyspreadgloballybyJanuary
2020, theyestimated.
China’s firstofficialCovid-19

casewas inDecember2019and
was linked toWuhan’s Huanan
seafoodmarket.
A joint study published by

China and the World Health
OrganisationattheendofMarch
acknowledgedtherecouldhave
beensporadichumaninfections
before theWuhanoutbreak.

Inapaperreleasedinpreprint-
formthisweek,JesseBloomofthe
FredHutchinsonCancerResearch
Center in Seattle recovered
deleted sequencing data from
earlyCovid-19casesinChina.
The data showed that sam-

plestakenfromtheHuananmar-
ketwere “not representative” of
SARS-CoV-2asawhole,andwere
a variant of a progenitor se-
quencecirculatingearlier,which
spreadtootherpartsofChina.
TheUSNational Institutes of

Health confirmed that the sam-
plesused in the studywere sub-
mitted to the Sequence Read
Archive inMarch2020and later
deletedat the requestof Chinese
investigators, who said they
wouldbeupdatedandsubmitted
toanotherarchive. REUTERS

CARLZIMMER
JUNE25

SCIENTISTS ON Friday an-
nouncedthatamassivefossilised
skullthatisatleast140,000years
old is a new species of ancient
human, a finding that could po-
tentially change scientists’ view
ofhow—andevenwhere—our
species,Homosapiens,evolved.
Theskullbelongedtoamature

malewhohadahugebrain,mas-
sivebrowridges,deepseteyesand
abulbousnose.Itwashiddeninan

abandonedwellfor85years,after
alabourercameacrossitatacon-
structionsiteinChina.

The researchers named the
new species Homo longi and
gave it the nickname “Dragon
Man”, for the Dragon River re-
gion of northeast Chinawhere
theskullwasdiscovered.
The team said that Homo

longi,andnottheNeanderthals,
was the extinct human species
mostly closely related to our
own. If confirmed, that would
change how scientists envision
theoriginofHomosapiens.
But anumberof expertsdis-

putedthisconclusion,published
inthreepapersthatprovidedthe

first detailed look at the fossil.
Nevertheless,alltheexpertswho
reviewed thedata in the studies
said it isamagnificent fossil.
In1933,alabourerworkingat

a bridge construction site in the
cityofHarbindiscoveredthepe-
culiar skull. It’s likely he recog-
nisedhehadfoundascientifically
importantspecimen.Ratherthan
hand over the skull to Japanese
authoritieswhooccupiednorth-
east China at the time, the
labourer chose tohide it. Shortly
before his death in 2018, he told
his familyaboutthefossil. NYT

TERRYSPENCER&
ADRIANAGOMEZLICON
SURFSIDE, JUNE25

ABOUT160peoplewerestillun-
accounted for Friday after an
oceanside condominiumbuild-
ing collapsed into a smoldering
pileof rubble, andsearchersus-
ing both heavymachinery and
their own hands to comb
throughtheshiftingheapofcon-
creteandmetalfearedthedeath
toll of fourcouldsoar.
With scores of firefighters

workingovernightinSurfsideto
reachanypossiblesurvivorsfrom
under and atop the remains of
the12-storeyChamplainTowers
South, hopes rested on how
quicklycrewsusingdogsandmi-
crophones could complete their
grim,yetdelicate task.
“Any time that we hear a

sound, we concentrate in that
area,”Miami-DadeAssistantFire
ChiefRaideJadallahsaid.“Itcould
be just steel twisting, it couldbe
debris raining down, but not
specificallysoundsof tappingor
soundsof ahumanvoice.”
Buffetedbygustywindsand

peltedbyintermittentrainshow-
ers, two heavy cranes began re-
moving debris from the pile us-
ing large claws Fridaymorning,
creating a din of crashing glass
andmetalastheypickedupma-
terialanddumpedit totheside.
Once themachines paused,

firefighterswearing protective
masks and carrying redbuckets
climbed atop thepile to remove
smallerpiecesbyhandinhopeof
findingspotswherepeoplemight
be trapped. In a parking garage,
rescuersinknee-deepwaterused
powertools tocut intothebuild-
ing,accordingtovideoreleasedby
Miami-DadeFireRescue. AP

REUTERS
BEIJING, JUNE25

A FIRE tore through a martial
arts training centre in China
duringtheearlyhoursof Friday
morning, killing 18 people,
with one state media outlet
saying most of the dead were
children who were staying
there.
The blaze broke out at 3 am

andwas later extinguished, the
government of Zhecheng
county, inHenanprovince, said
on its website. It was unclear
what caused the fire, which in-
jured 16 people, four of whom
wereinseriouscondition, itsaid.
Most of the casualties were

studentsagedbetween7and16
staying on the centre’s second
floor, theBeijingYouthDailysaid
inareportthatwaslaterdeleted
fromitswebsite.
In a social media post,

Zhonghong, a news outlet
backedbyChina’sstateplanner,
identified the centre as
Zhenxing Martial Arts Centre.
NeitherZhenxingorits founder,
Chen Lin, answered calls seek-
ing comment.
“My kid is 9 years old, but I

knownothingabouthiscurrent
situation. We can’t see him or
visithim,”saidZheng,thefather
of one of the children admitted
tohospital.

46%jumpinDeltacasessincelastweek

JONATHANLANDAY
&STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, JUNE25

US PRESIDENT Joe Bidenmeets
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
and his former political foe,
Abdullah Abdullah, on Friday to
discussWashington’ssupportfor
AfghanistanasthelastUStroops
packupafter20yearsofwarand
governmentforcesstruggletore-
pelTalibanadvances.
TheOvalOfficemeetingmay

be as valuable to Ghani for its
symbolism as for any new US
helpbecauseitwillbeseenasaf-
firming Biden’s support for the
beleagueredAfghanleaderashe
confronts Taliban gains, bomb-
ings and assassinations, a surge

in Covid-19 cases and political
infighting inKabul.
“Inviting Ghani here is a

pretty strong sign that we’re
backing him,” said Ronald
Neumann, a former US ambas-
sador toKabul.
Biden’s embrace, however,

comesonlymonthsafterUSoffi-
cialswerepressuringGhanitostep
asideforatransitionalgovernment
underadraftpoliticalaccordthat
they floated in a failedgambit to
breakastalemateinpeacetalks.
Biden’smeetingwithGhani

and Abdullah, chairman of the
HighCouncil forNationalRecon-
ciliation,willfocuson“ourongoing
commitment to theAfghanpeo-
ple”andsecurityforces,saidWhite
House deputy press secretary
KarineJean-Pierre. REUTERS

Biden to meet Afghan
leaders as US troops
leave, fighting rages

PRIDE PARADE IN ISRAEL SEES HUGE TURNOUT
PeopleparticipateintheannualPrideParadeinTelAviv,Israel,onFriday.Tensofthousandsof
peopleattendedtheparadeinoneofthelargestpublicgatheringsheldsincetheonsetofCovid.
Israelfullyreopenedthisspringaftercarryingoutoneoftheworld’smostsuccessfulvaccination
campaigns,butarecentoutbreakdrivenbytheDeltavarianthasraisedconcerns.Authorities
areonceagainrequiringpeopletowearmasksinindoorpublicplacesstartingFridayAP

EU to Hungary’s Orban:
Respect LGBT rights or leave

OrbaninBrusselsFriday.AP

Fire at Chinese
martial arts
centre kills 18,
mostly children

Bolsonaro: Brazil
didn’t spend a
cent on Bharat
Biotech vaccine
deal under probe

Brazil’sPresidentBolsonaro

First Covid-19 case may have emerged
in China in Oct 2019, study suggests

Wuhanearlierthisyear.Reuters

‘Dragon Man’ finding may add species to human family tree

Adigital reconstructionof
thecraniumnicknamed
"DragonMan”.NYT

Death toll in
Florida collapse
rises to four;
159 still missing

PAULSANDLE
LONDON, JUNE25

BRITISHHEALTHSecretaryMatt
Hancock apologised on Friday
for breaching social distancing
guidelines after pictures ap-
pearedofhimembracinghistop
aide, and the Prime Minister
saidhebelievedthematterwas
nowclosed.
Photographs published on

thefrontpageoftheSunshowed
Hancockkissingthewoman—a
friend hired for a taxpayer-
fundedrole—inhisoffice.
“I accept that I breached the

socialdistancingguidanceinthese
circumstances,”Hancocksaid.

“I have let people down and
amvery sorry. I remain focused
onworking to get the country
outof thispandemic,andwould
be grateful for privacy for my
familyonthispersonalmatter.”
Thephotographsraisedques-

tionsaboutHancock’sjudgment,
both in appointing a friend to a
taxpayer-funded role and in
breaking guidance imposed on
millions of people by Johnson’s
government. REUTERS

THELAMBDAvariant,consid-
ereda“variantof interest”by
theWHO,nowaccountsfor
over80%ofnewCovidcases
inPeru,andisalsospreading
quicklyinChile,Argentina,
Brazil,Colombia,Mexicoand
Ecuador.Whileexpertssayit
ispossiblethestrainismore
easilytransmissible,thereis
stillnotenoughdatatocon-
cludethatitspreadsmore
quicklyorismoredangerous
inanyotherway.

Newstrain
spreadingin
SAmericaE●EX
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UKprobesnew
Lambdavariant
amidDelta surge

UK minister ‘sorry’ after
pictured kissing aide in
violation of virus protocol

UKHealth
Secretary
Matt
Hancock

Pune
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JUNE 25

IN LIGHT of the second Covid
wave’s impactontheeconomy,
the government on Friday an-
nounced income tax exemp-
tions for monetary aids re-
ceived by people for
coronavirus treatment. It also
gave tax exemption to ex-gra-
tia received by kin of the de-
ceased — if received from em-
ployers, the exemption is
available without any upper
limit, and, incasereceivedfrom
others, thewaiverwill beavail-
able up to Rs 10 lakh.
“In order to ensure that no

income tax liability arises on
this account, it has been de-
cided to provide income-tax
exemption to the amount re-
ceived by a taxpayer for med-
ical treatment from employer
or from any person for treat-
ment of Covid-19 during FY20
and subsequent years,” the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) said in a statement.
“It hasbeendecided topro-

vide income-tax exemption to
ex-gratia payment received by

family members of a person
fromtheemployerof suchper-
sonor fromotherpersononthe
deathof thepersononaccount
of Covid-19 during FY20 and
subsequent years.
“The exemption shall be al-

lowedwithoutany limit for the
amount received fromtheem-
ployerandtheexemptionshall
be limited to Rs 10 lakh in ag-
gregate for the amount re-
ceivedfromanyotherpersons,”
it added.
Many taxpayers have re-

ceived financialhelp fromtheir

employers and well-wishers
for meeting their expenses
incurred for treatment of
Covid-19.
Necessary legislative

amendments for the decisions
shallbeproposed induecourse
of time, it added.
In viewof the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic, taxpayers
are facing inconvenience in
meeting certain tax compli-
ances and also in filing re-
sponse to various notices.
It also extended the due

dateof variouscompliances, in-

cluding the last date of linkage
ofAadhaarwithPANfromJune
30 to September 30, 2021 as
well as last date for payment
under Vivad se Vishwas by
2-4months.
The last date of payment of

amount under Vivad se
Vishwas (without additional
amount)whichwas earlier ex-
tended to June 30, 2021 is fur-
ther extended to August 31,
2021.Last date of payment un-
derVivadseVishwas (withad-
ditional amount) has been no-
tified asOctober 31, 2021.

AADHAAR-PANLINKAGEDEADLINEEXTENDEDTOSEPT30

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE25

ONLINE MEDICAL store
PharmEasy has proposed to
acquire diagnostics services
chainThyrocareTechnologies
inadealworthRs6,334crore.
APIHoldingsLtd(API), the

parentfirmofPharmEasy,an-
nouncedthesigningofdefini-
tivedocumentstoacquire66.1
per cent stake in Thyrocare
fromAVelumaniandaffiliates
atRs1,300pershare.Thisstake
purchaseisvaluedatRs4,546
crore.Besides,APIwillacquire
an additional 26 per cent in
Thyrocare via amandatory
openoffer and is offering Rs
1,788croreforthesame.
DoconTechnologies,a100

per cent subsidiary of API—
founded byDharmil Sheth,
Dhaval Shah, Harsh Parekh,
HardikDedhiaandSiddharth
Shah—willbetheacquirerand
willmakeanopenofferforan
additional26percentstake.
Thyrocaresharessoaredby

6.23percenttoRs1,448.05on
theBSEonFriday.
Velumani will be sepa-

rately acquiring a minority
non-controlling stake of less
than5percentinAPIaspartof
aseriesof equity investments
byexistingandnewinvestors
ofAPI.PharmEasyownsonline

pharmacy and diagnostics
brand,RetailIO,aB2Bpharma
marketplace and seller, and
DocOn,aleadingconsultation
andEMRplatform.
Thecompanyhasover12

millionconsumers,networkof
6,000plusdigitalconsultation
clinicsand90,000partner re-
tailers across the country.
Thyrocare is the largest B2B
playerinthediagnosticsspace.
Siddharth Shah, CEO,API

Holdingssaid,“Wewillprovide
world class customerexperi-
enceindiagnostics,rivallingour
pharmacy experience by ...
buildingonthetrulypan-India
presence of Thyrocare.”A
Velumani, Chairman&MD,
Thyrocare, said, “I amexcited
aboutthisrelationship,unique
inIndianhealthcareindustry.”

SECTORWATCH
PHARMACEUTICALS
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Easingcompliance
burdenfor
taxpayers

INVIEWof the impactof theCovid-19pandemic, taxpay-
ersare facing inconvenience inmeetingcertain taxcom-
pliancesandalso in filing response tovariousnotices.
Amongahostof duedateextensions, theCBDTextended
the lastdateof linkageofAadhaarwithPANunder,which
wasearlierextendedto June30,2021 is furtherextended
toSeptember30,2021.

■Lastdateofpayment
underVivadseVishwas
(withoutadditional
amount)whichwas
earlierextendedto
June30,2021isfurther
extendedtoAugust31

■Lastdateofpayment
underVivadseVishwas
(withadditional
amount)hasbeen
notifiedasOctober31

OTHERKEYDECISIONS

Taxreliefonex-gratiaforCovid
deaths,aidfortreatmentcosts

REUTERS
SYDNEY,JUNE25

AUSTRALIA’SCOMPETITIONwatchdogis
lookingintoaclaimthatFacebookIncre-
fusedapublisher’srequesttonegotiateali-
censingdeal,theregulatortoldReuters,set-
tingthestageforthefirsttestoftheworld’s
toughestonlinecontentlaw.
TheConversation,whichpublishescur-

rent affairs commentary by academics,
saiditaskedFacebooktobegintalksasre-
quiredunder newAustralian legislation
that requires the socialmedia firm and
Alphabet Inc’s Google to negotiate con-
tent-supplydealswithmediaoutlets.
Facebook declinedwithout giving a

reason, The Conversation said, even
though the publisher was among the
first in Australia to secure a similar deal
withGoogle.

Theknockbackcouldpresent the first
testofacontroversialmechanismuniqueto
Australia’s effort to clawbackadvertising
dollarsfromGoogleandFacebook:if they
refuse tonegotiate licence feeswithpub-
lishers, a government-appointedarbitra-
tormaystepin.
Facebook’sheadofnewspartnerships

forAustralia, AndrewHunter, said itwas
“focusedonconcludingcommercialdeals
witharangeofAustralianpublishers”.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JUNE 25

COMPANIES WILL be able to
continueholdingextraordinary
general meetings (EGMs) and
take key decisions via video
conferencing (VC) till
December31,accordingtoano-
tificationissuedbytheMinistry
of CorporateAffairs (MCA).
The government had in

April last year permitted com-
panies to hold EGMs through
VCorotheraudiovisualmeans
in light of the Covid-19 pan-
demicwhilealso requiring that

such meetings follow pre-
scribedguidelinesaimedaten-

suring transparency and
protecting the rights of share-
holders.
Expertsnotedthat themove

toextend this rightwouldhelp
allow companies to make im-
portant decisions quickly as
companies continue to deal
with the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic.
“The amendment by the

MCAisawelcomemove in line
with the changing times and
needsofbusinessesandprofes-
sionals. This is one more step
towardseaseof doingbusiness
in Indiaandwillhelp inremov-
ing administrative bottlenecks

and result in swift decision
makingbycompaniesandtheir
boards,” said Khazat Kotwal,
partner, Deloitte India.
Companies opting to hold

EGMsthroughVCsorotherau-
dio visual means are required
to maintain recorded tran-
scripts of proceedings in such
meetings with public compa-
nies, and,additionallybeingre-
quired to host such transcripts
on theirwebsites.
Companies are also re-

quired to file any resolutions
passed insuchmeetingsbefore
the Registrar of Companies
within 60 days.

FB rejects talks with Australia
publisher, may test online law

OF CYCLONE AFFECTED SCRAP OF BUILDING, MACHINERY & OTHERS
E-TENDERING

On line e-Tender is available on www.matexnet.com for material of M/s.
Ultratech Cement Ltd. from interested buyers for disposal of Cyclone
Affected Items Consisting MS, GI Aluminum Scrap, Machinery Scrap,
Light Scrap, etc. strictly on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” in possession of
M/s. UltraTech Cement Ltd. and lying at following two different locations
(i) Narmada Cement Jafarabad Works (NCJW), Village Babarkot, Taluka
Jafrabad, Dist. Amreli, Gujarat-365540 and (ii) Gujarat Cement Works
(GCW), Village Kovaya, Taluka Rajula Dist. Amreli, Gujarat-365541.
Buyers would be able to bid multiple times as per tender condition on
the day of e-tendering. Refer terms & conditions mentioned on
www .ma t e xn e t . c om
The contact person is (i) Mr. Alpesh Patel, Mobile No.9428490016,
Mr. Bhavesh Joshi – 8347006430 at NCJW JFD site & (ii) Mr. Vinod
Sharma, Mobile no.9887482122 / Mr. Dharmendrasinh Vaghela Mobile
no.9723553719 at GCW.

.

Inspection of salvage at Site: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM (Except Sunday)
(with prior appointment) From 26 June 2021 to 03 July 2021 Till 2:00PM

the-tender bidding will be enabled on 05 July 2021, from 02:00 PM to 04:00 PM
Contact details of M/s Matexnet: 7305081261

■Companiesoptingto
holdextraordinary
generalmeetings
throughVCsorother
audiovisualmeansare
requiredtomaintain
recordedtranscriptsof
proceedingsinsuch
meetingswithpublic
companies

TOKEEPRECORDED
TRANSCRIPTS

EGMs can continue to be socially distant till
year-end, key decisions may be taken online

STAKEBUYOF66.1%STAKE

■APIHoldingsLtd(API),
theparent firmof
PharmEasy,announced
thesigningofdefinitive
documents toacquire66.1
percentstake inThyrocare
fromAVelumaniand
affiliatesatRs1,300per
share.Thisstakepurchase
isvaluedatRs4,546crore.

`4,546cr

PharmEasy to
buy Thyrocare
in `6,334-cr deal

Theknockbackcouldpresent
thefirst testof acontroversial
mechanismuniqueto
Australia’seffort toclawback
advertisingdollars from
GoogleandFacebook

REUTERS
LONDON,JUNE25

BRITAIN’SCOMPETITIONregulatorstarted
a formal investigation on Friday into
whether Amazon andGooglemay not
havedoneenough toprevent or remove
fakereviews.Alongwithregulatorsinthe
UnitedStatesandtheEuropeanUnion,the
Competition and Markets Authority
(CMA)has steppedup its scrutiny of big
techfirmsinrecentyears.
TheBritishregulatorsaiditwillgather

more information to decide if the firms
mayhavebrokenconsumerlawbytaking
insufficient action to protect shoppers.
BothGoogleandAmazonsaid theywere
continuingtoassisttheCMA.
CMAaction last year over the trading

of fake reviews resulted in Facebook,
InstagramandeBayremovinggroupsand
banningindividualsforbuyingandselling
fakereviewsontheirsites.
GooglesaidonThursday itwouldde-

lay blocking tracking cookies on its
Chromebrowser following intervention
by theCMA. TheCMAstarted its investi-
gationintoreviewsinMay2020,focusing
on the internal systemsandprocessesof
severalplatformsforidentifyinganddeal-
ingwithfakereviews.
“Ourworry is thatmillions of online

shopperscouldbemisledbyreadingfake
reviews and then spending theirmoney
basedonthoserecommendations,”CMA
ChiefExecutiveAndreaCoscellisaid.
TheCMAsaidithasnotreachedaview

on whether Amazon and Alphabet’s
Googlehavebrokenthelaw.

Fake reviews of goods: UK
probes Amazon, Google

NewDelhi:Continuous reforms
make India a great place to do
business in, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharamanassertedon
Thursday, as she called on
American investors to cash inon
newopportunities arising out of
NewDelhi’s recent FDI reforms,
the roll-out of performance-
linked incentive (PLI) schemes
andtheprivatisationpolicy.
Despitethedamagecausedby

theCovid-19pandemic,India’sfis-
cal situation isundercontroland
expected to improve further, the
minister asserted. Shewas ad-
dressingavirtualglobalinvestors
roundtable,organisedbytheUS-

IndiaStrategicPartnershipForum
(USISPF)lateonThursday. FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE25

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
has extended thedirections ear-
lier imposed on Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-operative Bank
(PMCBank)tillDecember31.The
central bank recently gave in-
principlenod toCentrumGroup
to set upa small financebank to
acquirethecrisis-hitPMCBank.
“Takingintoaccountthetime

requiredforcompletionofvarious
activities involved intheprocess,
it is considerednecessary to ex-
tendtheaforesaidDirections.
“Accordingly,itisherebynoti-

fied for the information of the
public that the validity of the
aforesaid Directive dated
September23,2019,asmodified
from time to time, has been ex-
tended for a further period from
July1,2021toDecember31,2021,
subjecttoreview,”theRBIsaid.
As ofMarch 2020, the latest

dataavailable,PMCBankhadade-
posit baseof Rs10,727 crore and
loansworth Rs 4,473 crore. The
share capital of the bank is Rs
292.94 crore. However, it regis-
tered anet loss of Rs 6,835 crore
during 2019-20 andhas a nega-
tivenetworthofRs5,850.61crore.
PMCBankisunderregulatory

restrictionsaftertheRBIfoundout
financial irregularitiesinitsfunc-
tioningaswellashidingandclass-

ificationofloansgiventoHousing
Development Infrastructure Ltd
(HDIL).Thebankhasanexposure
ofoverRs6,200croretoHDIL.The
RBI has superseded theboardof
the bank and appointed an ad-
ministratorinSeptember2019.
Last year in November, the

bank came outwith an EoI (ex-
pressionof interest) to identify a
suitable equity investor/groupof
investors willing to take over
managementcontrol, soastore-
vive thebankandcommence its
day-to-dayoperations.BharatPe
andCentrumGroup reportedly
submitted a joint EoI to the
ReserveBank to collectively take
overthetroubledPMCBank.

`40,000cr
Estimatedrevenuefor
government inFY22viahigher
collectionsofcess, incaseof:
■14%rise inpetrol
consumption
■10%rise indiesel
consumption

CONTAININGINFLATION:
Ifthegovernmentchoosesto
foregothisadditionalcess
collectionofRs40,000crore,it
canreducecessesbyRs4.5per
litre,andhelpcontaintheinflation
situationwhichhasbreachedthe
RBI’stargetbandinMay

Source: IcraRatings/PTI

Cess as revenue generating tool: The cess was introduced in
early 2020 as a tool of generating additional revenue amid a
steep fall in global crude prices

A rise in petrol anddiesel consumption canhelp the
government cut cesses on the fuels byRs 4.5 a litrewithout
impacting revenue collections of FY21, an Icra report said

‘Higher fuel sales can help govt
cut cess without revenue loss’

Mumbai: TheRBI on Friday
prescribededucationalqual-
ificationsand‘fitandproper’
criteria formanagingdirec-
tors (MDs) andwhole-time
directors(WTDs)ofprimary
urbancooperativebanksand
barredMPs andMLAs from
suchposts.Thepersonshou-
ldn’tbebelow35yearsofage
orover70years,and should
havequalificationsinfinance
discipline. itadded. PTI

RBI notifies
criteria for top
posts in UCBs

Curbs on PMC Bank
extended till Dec 31

FM to US investors: Cash
in on recent reforms

BRIEFLY
FAMEextended
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
Friday said it has extended
the secondphase of FAME
(Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles) India scheme by
twoyearstillMarch31,2024.

BhargavaonPLI
Kolkata:TheProduction-Li-
nkedIncentive(PLI)scheme
torampuplarge-scaleman-
ufacturingcapacitydoesnot
compensateforobstaclesin
anuncompetitive business
environment,MarutiSuzuki
chairmanRCBhargavasaid.

NCAERonGDP
New Delhi The National
CouncilofAppliedEconomic
Researchexpects theecon-
omytogrow8.4-10.1percent
for the current fiscal, as
against a contractionof 7.3
percentinthelastfiscal.

PNBHFLmeet
NewDelhi: At the EGM of
PNBHousingFinanceLtd on
Tuesday, shareholders pas-
sedwith requisitemajority
resolutionsonappointment
ofHardayalPrasadasman-
agingdirector andCEOand
re-appointments of others
ontheboard.

ESICpayrolldata
New Delhi: Around 10.41
lakhnewmembers joined
the Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC)-run social security
schemeinApril,officialdata
showedonFriday. PTI

FinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharamanduringthe
virtualmeetingwithUS
investors. viaTwitter
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JUDOKASUSHILADEVIQUALIFIESFOROLYMPICS
A ‘no-spectator games’ remains an option for the Tokyo Olympics, which open officially in
just four weeks, the president of the Tokyo Olympic organizing committee said Friday.
The admission by Seiko Hashimoto comes only four days after she announced on
Monday that up to 10,000 local fans would be allowed into venues with numbers not to
exceed 50% of venue capacity regardless of indoor or outdoor events. AP

Out-of-the-box skill
Long-rangeattemptsandgoalsarerare thesedays,butwhensuccessfulprovide thrill andgreatadrenalinerush

BRIEFLY

Athletestraining
abroadexemptfrom
Olympicrestrictions
NewDelhi: India'sOlympic-boundath-
letes,whoaretrainingabroadrightnow
andscheduled to reachTokyodirectly
fromtheir current bases,will not face
thestricter restrictionsthathavebeen
putinplaceforthosetravellingfromthe
country,DeputyChefdeMissionPrem
Verma said.While the Indian contin-
gentwill be allowed to train during
their three-dayon-arrival quarantine,
theywon'tbeallowedtomeetathletes
fromother countries during thehard
quarantine."Indianathletespreparing
for theGames overseas and reaching
Tokyodirectlywouldnot face the re-
strictionsapplicabletothosewhohave
beenresidinginIndiafor14daysbefore
departure,"Vermawasquoted. PTI

Record-chasing Italians
set to face Austria
London:THE ITALIANShavebecomeoneof
the favorites at the European
Championship after winning all three of
their games in the group stage, scoring
seven goals and conceding none Those
three victories at Euro 2020 extended the
teams unbeaten streak under coach
Roberto Mancini to 30 games, matching
the previous record set in the 1930s.
Austriawhichhas reachedtheroundof

16at the tournament for the first time,will
get its chance on Saturday at Wembley
Stadium.
Besides the unbeaten streak Italy will

also be trying to set another record. The
team has not conceded a goal in 11
matches, a totalof 1055minutes. If Austria
fails to score, Italy will surpass the record
of 1143 minutes set between 1972 and
1974.

SANDIPG
JUNE25

ITTOOKexactly4.6secondsforCzechRepublic
striker Patrik Schick to achieve cult status in
EuropeanChampionshipfolklore.Thetimebe-
tweenhim receiving theball inside his own
half, rushing towards thehalf-line andhoof-
ingtheballacross49.7yardsoverafrantically
back-pedalling Scotland goalkeeper David
Marshall,whoendedupcomicallytangledin
themesh, like a captured tiger. It was in a
metaphoricalsense,hisshottoglory.Froman
anonymousstrikerintheBundesliga,rejected
numeroustimesbytheheavyweights,thegoal
instantlymadeSchicktherisingstarofEurope,
inundatedwith suitors queuingupandwill-
ingtoexpendanyincreduloussumhiscurrent
employers,BayerLeverkusen,demandinex-
changeforhissignature.
Evenbefore theEuroshas rolled into the

knockout stage, Schick strike, the longest-
rangerinthehistoryofthecontinentalcham-
pionships, is being hailed as the goal of the
tournament. It’sunlikely that thedistancehe
coveredwould be replicated in this tourna-
ment,byevenSchickhimself.Itishardtoattain
perfectiononce,letalonetwice.Thetechnical
demands involved in such goals are stratos-
pheric.Forthisprecisereason,it’simprobable
that such long-rangerswould turnout to be
fashionableinthetournament,evenifthereis
asuddensurgeinshiesandgoalsfromoutside
thebox,asashockweapontocatchdefending
teamsoffguard.
Since thatgame, therehavebeen41ef-

forts from outside the box in 29 games, of
which12pierced thenets. The lowhitting
andconversionratesprobablyexplainwhy
thereare fewershotsongoals fromoutside
theboxaswell aswhyaminorityof theat-
tempts indeedresult inagoal.Out-of-the-
box hits are rare, out-of-the-box hits that
result in goals are rarer. Apart from
supreme technique, power, accuracy and
split-second decision-making, one needs
confidence and ambition too.
Fewergoalsthoughprovideasmuchspon-

taneous thrill as those from the distance. A
dribblerwinklingpastamazeoflegscouldbe-
witch you; awinger’swelting run from the
half-line to the six-yardbox could confiscate
yourbreathandgivelungspasms;apoacher’s
strikehasacalculatedinevitabilityaboutit,but
long-rangerscouldmakeyourspineshiverand
thehaironthebackoftheneckdoalittledance
evenwhenwatching it on a loop. A double
surgeofadrenalin.

Thebest fromdowntown
Not just the Schick goal, but those from

LukaModric, thehighpriest of long-rangers,
Ukraine’s Andriy Yarmolenko against the
Dutch, or Denmark’s Mikkel Damsgaard
againsttheRussians-tonamebutafewofthe
pearlers. Theygobydifferentnames, but ad-
heringtostrictrhymepatterns—pearlers(usu-
allyvolleysandinvolvingacrobatics),scream-
ers (powerful and slamming into the top
corner), pile-drivers (flat andstraight), daisy-
cutters (all along the ground), curlers (those
withwicked swerve) or hoofers (ultra-long-
rangeonesthatarehithigh).Somearesynony-
mousbuteachhasaslightlydifferentconno-
tation. Some have amix of more than one
attribute.
Eachremainsstampedinmemory,evenif

more beautiful or difficult goals have been

scored in a tournament. Four of the 10 best
goalsofthegroupstagewerefromoutsidethe
box,asperapublicpollontheUEFAwebsite.
Schick’swas consensually the first on the list
(a hoofer), the secondwasModric’s pearler
against Scotland,whichwasevenmorediffi-
cult topull off because itwas struckwith the
outside of the boot, so that the ballwhirled
awaybefore it swirled in, a level ofmastery
only the best of technicians couldmaster.
Yarmolenko’swasatextbookcurler, fromthe
edgeof thebox, left-footed,andcrashinginto
the far corner. Damsgaard’swas a screamer
while his teammate Andreas Christensen’s
goal in the same gamewas a stinging pile-
driver.AswasItalianManuelLocatelli’ssecond
againstSwitzerland.

Catchingdefences cold
Anaccuratelystrucklong-rangerhasmany

advantages. It could catchadefence cold, es-
peciallyduringdefensivetransitions,whenthe
goalkeeperanddefenders are realigning into
shape,andhencearenotwellpositionedtore-
pel theball. It’s sopowerfully hit that it gives
goalkeepers’lesstimetorespond,onedoesn’t
need towriggle throughcongestedalleys in-
side thebox.Thestriker (not thepositionbut
the role) is in acres of space andoftenwith a
clearsightofgoaltofirehisshot.
Buttherearedifficultiestoo.Thestrikergets

just one- hundredthof a second tomakeup
hismind, decidewhere to shoot andhowto
shoot,beforebeingconvergeduponandtack-
led into submissionbydefenders. In this age
of zonalmarking,whennoplayer is left iso-
lated,when teamspress andpass in groups,
findingspaceisincrediblydifficult.
It’sperhaps thereasonmost long-range

specialistsare instinctivehittersof theball.
One sees the same names popping up re-
peatedly in the list of all-time great long-
rangers.Modric’snamewill bementioned
multiple times in any list. As could the
names of Schick, Yarmolenko and Gareth
Bale. Some are just remembered for the
knackof finding thenet frombackandbe-
yond.LikeSpain’sRogerGarcía,whoduring
a12-monthperiodin2002-03,struckthree
goals from inside his own half. Or Ronnie
Radford, whose goal for Hereford against
NewcastleUnited in1972isstill considered
the best in FACuphistory.

Anart outof favour
Butwhyattemptlong-rangerswhenthere

aremore reliable, less risk-fraught routes, to
score goals? Even thebest favour themuch-
troddenpaths.Of the778goals LionelMessi
hasscoredforBarcelona,only67havearrived
fromoutsidethebox.Hisgreat rivalCristiano
Ronaldo’stallyis46of674goals.
Therehasbeenstigmatoo—it’sviewedas

a staple of the lower leagues, needingpower
thanfinesse.Whenplacedalongsidethegreat-
est swervingvolleys,delicatechipsandflow-
ingteamgoals,it’sjustsomeonekickingaball
quitealongway,quiteaccurately.It’sdiscour-
agedbymanagersinthiseraofpossessionand
pressing gamewhena long-distancepunt is
considereda carelesswastageof possession.
Areason,perhaps,52ofMessi’sgoalsfromout
of theboxhavearrivedinthelastfiveseasons
when Barcelona have completely divorced
fromtiki-taka.
Yet,when a long-ranger zooms into the

backofthenet,itproducesasurgeofthrillun-
rivalledinfootball.AndasSchick’sgoalwould
testify,ashotintofootballingfolklore.

On target from a distance
Goals from long range are as hard as they come, but this EuropeanChampionship had a fair share of it

1.PATRIKSCHICK: 49.7YARDS
(CzechRepublicvsScotland)
Mostof theScotswere insideCzech
Republic’sboxwhenSchickreceiveda
pass fromdeepinsidehisown
territory.Hespedjustpast thehalf-
lineandseeingthatgoalkeeperDavid
Marshallwaswayoutsidehiscage,
unfurledahighchipoverhisheadand
intothegoal.

2.LUKAMODRIC:
24YARDS
(CroatiavsScotland)
TheCroatiantalismangota
pass fromthe left,droppeda
shoulder toconfusehis
marker, shiftedtheballa
little totheright,andcurled
anunstoppableshot intothe
top leftcornerwiththe
outsideofhis rightboot.

3.ANDRIYYARMOLENKO:
25YARDS
(UkrainevsNetherlands)
Yarmolenkoplayedaone-
twoontherightandthencut
infieldbeforecurlingashot
intothetopcorner.Initially, it
lookedheadingwidebefore
bendingbackintothenet
pasttheflailingglovesofthe
goalkeeper.

5.MIKKELDAMSGAARD:
23YARDS
(Denmark vsRussia)
Hewasprowlingon the
edgeof thebox, almost
centrally,whenhegot a
pass.He tooka touch,
shifted a little to the inside
andunleashed a zipping
shot that dipped into the
top corner.

4.MANUELLOCATELLI:
22YARDS
(ItalyvsSwitzerland)
Italyhadseveral shots from
closerangedenied, soNicolo
Barella, fromtheedgeof the
boxontheright, fed
Locatelliwithasumptuous
ball,whichLocatelli speared
straightandfirmintothe
bottomleftcorner.
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Long-distancemerchantsagainst
stubborndefence

ATTEMPTINGGOALSfromlongrange
wasnotanalternativeplanfortheDanes
buttheirforemostone.Theirtalisman,
ChristianEriksen, isoneof itsfinestpur-
veyors,havingnettedmoregoalsfrom
outsidetheboxthanallbutLionelMessi
overthelasteightyears.ThoughEriksen
hasexitedthetournament,thathasnot
derailedtheirplan.Denmark
haveahostofotherplayers
whocouldpowerthunder-
ousshotsfromdistance.
Twoof theirfourgoals

againstRussiacamevia
strikesfromoutsidethebox.
Threetimes,theirefforts
eludedthepostbyathread-
baremargin. Inevitably,theirfirstgoal,
scoredbyDenmark’syoungestever
scorerattheEuropeanChampionship,
MikkelDamsgaard(21),wasfromnearly
25yards,ashotofshudderingbrilliance.
Thethird,byAndreasChristensen,wasa
beltertoo.Another,struckferociouslyby
Pierre-EmileHøjbjerg, justabouteluded

thefarcorner.ThePremierLeaguefaith-
fulwouldvouchforthelong-rangeeffec-
tivenessofbothHøjbjergand
Christensen.
So,restassuredthattheywouldun-

leashviciousprojectilesagainstWales,
thoughthelatter’sdefensiveunitwould
bedifficulttobreak.UnlikeRussia,they

haveanorganisedandcon-
servativebackline,whichis
difficulttodismember.Their
full-backsdon’tventureup-
front—theyhavequick-
heeledwingersforthat—
andevenif theydo-quickly
trackback.Theydon’tneces-
sarilyparkthebus,butwhen

defending,theyarejoinedbytheirat-
tackersandliterallyblockoutall linesof
attack.Theyattacktheballrelentlessly
anddonotmindflingingtheirbodies
aroundeither, liketypicalBritishsidesof
thepast.Besides,theyareateamthat’s
happywithoutpossession,butdevastat-
ingwhencounterattacking.

PLAYINGTONIGHT
■WalesvsDenmark,9:30PM
■ ItalyvsAustria,12:30AM
LiveonSonyNetwork

Bajranginjuresknee
duringpreparatory
tournamentinRussia
Kaspiysk:Forty-twodaysbeforehisfirst
bout at the Tokyo Olympics, Indian
wrestlerBajrangPuniahobbledoffthe
mat, clutchinghis right knee and for-
feited his semifinal in the Ali Aliev
wrestling tournament in Kaspiysk,
Russia, onFriday. Bajrang suffered the

injury 1minute
and 8 seconds
intohis last-four
encounter
against Russia’s
Abdulmazhid
Kudiev. A tour-
nament doctor
attended tohim
butBajrang,who
appearedtobein
considerable
pain and dis-

comfort,wasnotabletocontinuefight-
ing. Bajrang's coach ShakoBentinidis
playeddowntheconcerns, saying the
injury isn't serious. Bajrang, one of
India’sbiggestmedalprospectsforthe
Games, has been training in Russia
sincelastmonth.Asapartofhisprepa-
rations, he took part in the Ali Aliev
Memorial, considered one of the
biggesttournamentsinRussia.He pro-
ducedastunningperformancetobeat
Olympic-boundwrestler,Kazakhstan’s
DauletNiyazbekov,9-0inthequarter-
finals.The semifinal betweenBajrang
andKudievbeganonalivelynotewith
bothwrestlershavingagoateachother,
butalittlemorethanaminuteintothe
bout, the Russian caught hold of
Bajrang’s right leg and executed two
back-to-backtwo-pointthrows.While
that gaveKudiev a 4-0 lead, it looked
likeBajranginjuredhiskneeduringone
of thosemoves. The refereepromptly
stoppedtheboutandasBajranglayflat
onhis back,writhing inpain, a doctor
wascalledonthemattotreathim.After
a brief consultation, the Indian con-
cededthebout.“Heisfineandnormal.
Hehas been givenpain-killing injec-
tion.Itdoesnotlookserious,heshould
be okay,” Bajrang’s Georgian coach
BentinidistoldPTIfromRussia. ENS

BajrangPunia

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,JUNE25

THET20WorldCupislikelytostartonOctober17inUAE,withthe
final onNovember14.TheIndiancricketboardwillbeinformingthe
InternationalCricketCouncil(ICC)aboutitsdecisiontoshiftthe16-
nationtournamenttotheUAEinitsnextmeeting.

Three venues inUAE - AbuDhabi,
Sharjah andDubai -will host the T20
WorldCupgames,withOmanhosting
thequalifiers.
The BCCI wanted to host the T20

WorldCupinIndiabuttwoissuescame
intheway.Itislearntthattheydidn'tget
anytaxexemptionfromtheIndiangov-
ernment. Also the BCCI wasn't sure
about howkeen international players
wouldbetoreturntoIndiaaftertheIPL

wassuspendedbecauseofCovid-19casesinthebio-bubbleinthe
beginningofMay.
Duringavirtualmeetingwithallstateassociationsafewweeks

ago,theboardmemberswereinformedbyBCCIofficebearersthat
by shifting T20WorldCup toUAE , theboardwill save around41
percent of total earnings. If T20WorldCuphappens in India then
boardwillhavetopayheftytax.
TheBCCIhadn'treceivedtaxexemptionswhentheyhostedT20

WorldCupin2016.
With thenewDeltavariantbeingdetected in India, theboard

doesn'twanttotakeanyrisks.
TheBCCI had alreadyplannedUAEasbackup,withOman to

host thequalifiers. Theboard lastmonthhadevenblockedhotel
rooms andinconjunctionwithICC hadapproachedOmanCricket
Boardtocomeonboard.
WithT20WorldCuphappeningalmost immediatelyafter IPL,

theBCCI feelsplayerstransitwillbemucheasier if it'sheldinUAE.
Also, therewon't be any issueswithquarantine for thoseplayers
whowillbejoiningtheirrespectivenationalteamsafter.

T20 World Cup likely
to be held in UAE
from October 17

Pune
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