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M/s. Nira Bhima Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana Ltd., has submitted the proposal of
their proposed Molasses based Distillery from 30 KLPD to 105 KLPD in existing
project complex of 3,500 TCD sugar Factory, 18 MW Co-Gen Plant and 30
KLPD Distillery, at Sahahajinagar, Po.Redni, Tal- Indapur, Dist- Pune to M.P.C.
Board. In this regard a Public Hearing is proposed to be conducted from envi-
ronmental angle, about this project. All persons including bonafied residents,
environmental groups and others located at the project site can participate in the
Public Hearing.
Suggestions, views, comments and objections of the public can be filed at the follow-
ing addresses in writing within 30 days from the date of publication of this notice.

Regional Office / Sub-Regional Office Pune-1, M. P. C. Board,
Jog Centre, 2nd & 3rd Floor, Wakdewadi,

Pune-Mumbai Road, Pune- 411 003.
Oral and written suggestions can also be presented during the Public Hearing
to be conducted at:
Date : 15/04/02021 (Thursday)
Time: 12.00 Noon
Venue : Project site at M/s. Nira Bhima Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana
Ltd., at Sahahajinagar, Po. Redni, Tal- Indapur, Dist-Pune.
Copies of the Executive Summary containing the salient features of the project both
in English and Marathi and draft EIA Report, are available at the following offices.
1. District Collector, Pune.
2. Zilla Parishad, Pune.
3. District Industries Center, Pune.
4. Regional Office Pune & Sub Regional Office Pune-I, MPC Board, Jog Centre,

2nd & 3rd Floor, Wakdewadi, Pune-Mumbai Road, Pune- 411 003.
5. Member Sectary, MPC Board, Kalpataru Point, 3rd Floor, Sion-Matunga

Scheme Road No.8, Opp. Cine Planet, Near Sion Circle, Sion (E), Mumbai -
22. 6. Zonal Office, West Central Zone, New Secretariat Building, Ground
Floor, East Wing, Civil Line, Nagpur- 440 001.

7. Environment Department, Government of Maharashtra, New Administrative
Building, 15th Floor, Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032.

8. Sub-Divisional office, Baramati, Tal-Baramati, Dist-Pune.
9. Tahasil Office, Indapur, Dist. Pune.
10. Panchayat Samiti Office, Indapur, Tal-Indapur, Dist-Pune.
11. Grampanchayat Office, Redni,Bhodani, Reda, Tal-Indapur, Dist-Pune

Concerned persons will be provided access to the Executive Summary of
the project & draft EIA Report during office hours at the above mentioned
places.

Note: As per Govt.of India Guildlines for "Unlock 4" dt.29/08/2020 & Wrt. Out
break of COVID-19 pandemic, Public Hearing need to be carried out by keeping
Social distancing & in presence of only 100 peoples at a time. If attendance of
more than 100 peoples found during public hearing then public hearing proce-
dure will be carried out in phase wise manure by allowing 100 people at a time
which please be note. Sd /-

(S.J.Shinde)
Sub Regional Officer, Pune-1

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board

MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
Sub Regional Office Pune-I

NOTICE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING
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ADVERTISEMENT
DEPOTS

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

POULTRY
BUSINESS

CCHHAANNGGEEOOFFNNAAMMEE

AAUUNNDDHH--
SSuuyyooggEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
C/o SandeepBookStall,
SwajasComplex, Parihar
Chowk,Aundhgaon,
Pune-7.Mob. 9422011181.
CChhoorrddiiaa
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,
ArshadAjit Chordia.
17/18, AundhGaon, opp.
laneof CosmosBank,
Aundh, Pune-7. Tel:
25886118, 9960111123.
SShhrraaddddhhaaAAddss,,
Mrs.UjwalaKotbagi, 'A'
wing, Vastu-sunder, Near
KumarClassic, Pune-7.
Tel. 9371055799.
SSaannAAddss,,
Anurag, PlotNo. 10, near
KobeSilzler Cave, Aundh-
411007. Tel: 25881302/3/4.
AAPPPPAABBAALLWWAANNTTCCHHOOWWKK --
MM//ssVV.. VV..MMeeddhhii,,
VarunMedhi, 153,
BudhwarPeth, Near
Jogeshwari Temple, Opp.
Ganraj Books, Above
DTDCCourier, 2nd floor,
Pune-2. Ph. No.
9028967505, 8793647505,
(020) 24492149.
BBIIBBVVEEWWAADDII --
AAddSSeerrvviicceess,,
AmolNalawade,
Sr. No.659/28, Rajiv
GandhiNagar, Upper Last
BusStop, Bibvewadi,
Pune-17.Mobile
9420729914, 9021851460
AAkkaasshhAAddvvttgg,,
C. S. Sawar, 645/1, Shop
No.4, RasakarCampus,
BibawewadiMainRoad,
Bibawewadi, Pune-37.
Tel: 9922221261.
GGaanneesshhAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. VijayDeshmukh,
S.no. 672/2a /2b, Ganesh
Complex, ShopNo.3,
Bibvewadi, Pune-37.
Ph.no. 24219660,
9822841930.
BBAAJJIIRRAAOORROOAADD --
SSrrii GGaanneesshhAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
R. Nirmala, R. Ravi,
'Remedy', 1929, Bajirao
Road,Opp. Telephone
Bhavan, Pune-30. Ph. No.
25232762, 9922220985.
BBAANNDDGGAARRDDEENNRRDD --
AAppeexxAAddvvttgg,,
Mapadan Firlosh,Office
No 26-6-7-8, AshokaMall,

Opp. Sun&SandHotel,
BandgardenRd, Pune.
Ph. No. 8975758860.
BBHHAAWWAANNII PPEETTHH --
GGlloobbeeEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
TanveerRehmanShaikh,
718, Bhawani Peth, Poona
CollegeRoad, Pune-1.
M. 9890073883.
BBHHOOSSAARRII --
SSaammvvaaddAAddss..,
NearGawli uilding,
PuneNashikHighway,
Bhosari, Pune 411039.
CCHHIINNCCHHWWAADD --
IImmppeexxAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. AshfaqueA. Shaikh,
C-25,MIDCComml.
BuildingNo.1, Nr I.B.M.R.
College, hinchwad, Pune-
411019. Ph. no. 27470282/
9822792583.
MMaayyuurreesshhwwaarr EEnntteerrpprriissee,,
LatishBalkawade,
ChaphekarChowk,
Chinchwadgaon, Pune.
Ph.no. 9422082164.
RRaakkaaAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mrs. Vimal Bafna, Raka
Chambers, Bombay-Pune
Road, Chinchwad
Station, Pune-19. Ph. no.
27475055/ 27472250.
CCAAMMPP --
AAdd IInnddiiaa,,
OfficeNo. 102, 1st Floor,
SterlingCentre, Opp.
Hotel AuroraTowers,
M.G. Road, Pune-1. Ph. No.
26131993, 26135659,Mo:
9422083670.
HHiinndduussttaannAAddvveerrttiissiinngg
AAggeennccyy,,
Mr. HirooSurtani, 7,
Gitanjali Kunj,
Opp.NehruMemorial
Hall, AmbedkarRoad,
Pune-1. Ph. No. 26138113,
26133510, Fax: 26131487.
MMeeeennaattAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
MukundSaigaonkar,
827/7, DasturMeher
Road, Camp, Pune-1.
Tel. 26130542.
DDAAPPOODDII--
VVaannttaaggeeAAddvveerrttiissiinngg&&
MMkkttgg..,,
A-17, 'C' Building,
3rd Floor, KateResidency,
NearDapodi Railway
Station, Dapodi,
Pune-411 012. Ph.no.
27143243/ 9822847256/
9822132500.
DDEECCCCAANN --
PPrraajjaakkttaaAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
Mr. Sudhanva Jadhav,
Greetwel, 1250Deccan
Gymkhana, F. C. Road,
Pune-4. Ph.no. 25531409,
66014132.
DDEEHHUURROOAADD --
MMuunnddaakkaall EEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
Mr. Roji Samuel Raju, 6
UniqueHousingSociety,
Near Telephone
ExchangeDehuRoad,
Pune-1.M. 9422519264.
FFCCRROOAADD --
DDhhaannddhhaanniiaaAAggeenncciieess,,
Mr. Ravi Dhandhania, 1st
Floor, SrinathPlaza,
DnyaneshwarPaduka
Chowk, F. C. Road,
Pune-5. Ph.no. 25521699/
25537933.
KKoonnaarrkkMMeeddiiaaSSoolluuttiioonn
PPvvtt LLttdd..,,
FlatNo.6, First Floor,
PrabhaTaraAppt.,
BehindHotel Vaishali, F.C.
Road, Shivajinagar,
Pune-4. Ph. No.32606012,
Telefax: 2553 7013,

Mobile: 9823142410.
MMeeeerraaPPuubblliicciittyy,,
1st floor, 10, Oswal Park,
Opp. RachanaLodge,
behindSafari Hotel,
nr S.T.Stand,
Shivajinagar,
Pune-05. Ph. 9421017457.
FFAATTIIMMAANNAAGGAARR --
AArroorraaEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
RajeshArora,OfficeNo.
63, Building I, Phase-III,
Parmarnagar,Wanowrie,
Pune 411013.
Tel/fax: 020-26860834.
GGUURRUUWWAARRPPEETTHH
TT..VV..SS.. EEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
460, GuruwarPeth, Sant
GanganathMaharaj
Road, Kachi Lane, Pune-
411042. Ph. 020- 24456297,
Mob. 8975110325,
9421815428.
GGHHOORRPPAADDII --
KKaannyyaa IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall,,
A-18 SuchandraCorner,
B.T. KawadeRoad,
Ghorpadi, Pune 411001.
Ph. 9422086762,
9921177816
GGUULLTTEEKKDDII --
XXeebbeeccCCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss
PPvvtt LLttdd..,,
SantoshHeights,
J. N.Marg, Gultekadi,
S. No. 20. Pune-411037.
Tel: 26446856, 9766509029.
HHAADDAAPPSSAARR--
PPlluussMMeeddiiaa,,
FlatNo. 22, Tulasi
Complex,Opp.
Ravidarshan,
NearKalyanBank,
Gadital, Hadapsar,
Pune-28.M. 9762547254.
PPoooojjaa EEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
F-96,MantriMarket,
Hadapsar, Pune.
Mobile: 9011036125,
9890635425.
JJ..MM.. RROOAADD --
FFaaiirr&&FFaassttAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
1170/05, Kartik
Chambers,ModelHigh
School Corner, Near
Bhosale BhuyariMarg,
Pune-411005. Ph. No.
25511054, 25512719.M:
9881987777/ 9422502650.
KKAARRVVEERRDD --
JJaayyaaAAddvveerrttiissiinnggPPvvtt LLttdd,,
612/3AnupamDarshan,
KarveRd, Kothrud, Pune.
MMaannaassEEnntteerrpprriisseess,,
Sanjay Jaganath
Hagawant, 34/3, Swaroon
ChhayaApt, LaneNo2,
HappyColony, KarveRd,
Pune. Ph. No. 64004637,
9767428509.
VViirrggooAAddvveerrttiissiinngg&&
MMeeddiiaaPPuubblliiccaattiioonn,,
VivekW. Lawand,
Shop-5, Plot-24,
KakadeComplex,
Nr BhairavnathTemple,
KarveNagar,
Pune-52.
KKOOTTHHRRUUDD --
MMiinnaattAAddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
164/12 ShindeBuilding,
Shastri Nagar, Kothrud,
Pune. Ph. No. 9960111193/
9822110193/ 66020354.
SSnneehhaaCCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,
Plot 39, FlatNo.7,
SwapanApartments,
Right Bhusari Colony,
PaudRoad, Kothrud. Ph.
No. 25282791/
9422031002.
PPrraaddnnyyaaCCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss,,
Rohini Dnyaneshwar
Mohol, 83/165, Shastri

WWAATTEERRPPRROOOOFFIINNGG

SSEERRVVIICCEESS

WWiitthhoouutt BreakingToilet,
Bathroom, 5Years
Guarantee, Terrace
10YrsGuarantee,All
LeakageWork, FreeVisit
AuthorizedApplicator
Dr. Fixit9225534110/
7666729911

0090278819-4

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYFFOORRSSAALLEE

IINNTTEERRIIOORRDDEECCOORRAATTIIOONN

WWeeprovide steam
cleaning services for
cleaningofmattresses
andbedswhich kills all
germs.Other services
available Sofa and
Carpet cleaning.Contact
City Interiors
7066978800.

0090283013-1
MMyyoldNamePallavi
AshokPalvi ToNew
NameAsPallavi
Abhijeet ShindeVide
AadharCardNo.7804
5876 3083Dated
08/03/2021

0090283103-2

MMyyoldnameSunitaDilip
Bagadehas changed to
mynewnameSunila
Dilip Bagade (Aadhaar
no. 269988319588)
(Aff.no.755Dated
4/3/2021).

0090283081-1

MMyyOldnameAuti
GorkshaBaluChanged
toNewnameasGoraksh
BaluAuti as PerAadhar
Card No. 433242534735

0090283103-1

VVeennccoobbbb today’s ex-
shopdelivery rate at
PuneRs.95/- per kg.
Contact (9522)
22872417, Pune (9520)
24269414. 0090272255-1

PPuunneeBroilers Traders’
AssociationRateOn
09.03.2021 For LiveBig
BirdsRs.117/- Live
Tandoori BirdsRs.133/-
MominPoultry (Asif
Momin) 26336349.

0090279855-1

Pimpri Chinchwad
Broilers Traders
AssociationRateOn
09.03.2021 For LiveBig
BirdsRs.117/- Live
small BirdsRs.135/- Al_
TaqdeerBroiler(Siraj
Shaikh 9822931357 ,
7720080489.

0090279428-1

NNEECCCC suggested farm-
gateprice for 100eggs
on09.03.2021 inPune
without tray is Rs.425/-
(Rupees four hundred
and twenty-five only)
Phone:NECC24270724,
26336377, Dealer:
24332689, 24455130,
24265787. 090272256-70

AAPuneBroiler Traders
AssociationRate on
09.03.2021 For Livebig
birdsRs.119/- Live small
BirdsRs.136/-Contact:-
8695842684

0090281765-1

I have changedmyold
nameBaronia Tanima to
newnameTanima
RajeshwarAadharcard
No.765760623200

0090283104-1

II,, JCI have changedmy
name fromNamdeo
Vitthal Sodal toNamdev
Vitthal Sodalwith
respect tobelow
documents.

0070734555-1

II,, JC-733920KNbSub
Chaudhari Sunil
DattatrayaHave change
myDaughter’sName
fromAnagha toAnagha
Sunil Chaudhari vide
Affidavit NoA120/2021
Dt 05Mar2021Before
PuneDistrict Court.

0090283103-3

II have changedmyname
YuzudBurjor Karanjia
(newname)Myold
nameYuzdezurdBurjor
Karanjia asAadhaar
358935648396

0090283105-2

II have changedmyname
JehanYuzudKaranjia
(newname)Myold
name JehanYuzdezurd
Karanjia asAadhaar no
665379100529.

0090283105-1

II KavitaGanpat Shelke
wife of service no-
15570937XHavBatwal
PravinGenuTB-II
DighicampPune-411015
herebydeclare that in
myHusbands service
recordmyname
wronglymentionedas
KavitaGanpat Shelke
but correct name is
Kavita PravinBatwal
videaffidavit no-
665/2021 0090283096-1

Pune
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WOMEN AT THE FRONT
Womenfarmers turnedupinstrengthatDelhi’sTikriborder
onMondaytomarkInternationalWomen’sDay.AbhinavSaha

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
&ZEESHANSHAIKH
PUNE,MUMBAI,MARCH8

OVER 90 per cent farmers in
Maharashtrawillnowbeeligible
forinterest-freecroploans,asan-
nouncedbystateFinanceMinister
Ajit Pawar during his budget
speech in the Assembly on
Monday.Thisprovisionhasbeen
madeforfarmerswhoareprompt
withtheirrepayment.
During his speech, Pawar

talkedof issues farmers faced in
repaying interest on crop loan.
"Payinginterestoncroploanwas
alsooftenaproblemforfarmers.
To free them from the burden
andpreventingthemfromturn-
ing defaulters, the government

has decided to provide zero per
cent interest crop loans to farm-
erswhotakeloansuptoRs3lakh
andrepayitontime.Theamount
of interest on crop loanwill be
paid by the government on be-
half of the farmers. Required
funds will be provided by the
government,"hesaid.
Croploanreferstosmall-term

financesavailedbyfarmersatthe
beginningofthecroppingseason
to finance their needs for inputs
such as seeds, fertilisers and
labour.Tohelpfarmersandtopre-
ventthemfromgettingintoadebt

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,MARCH8

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) onMonday took
over the investigation into the
February25incidentoutsidethe
SouthMumbai residence of in-
dustrialist Mukesh Ambani,

where a vehicle was found
parkedwithgelatin sticks anda
threat letter inside.
Two related cases — that of

the theft of the vehicle, a
Mahindra Scorpio SUV, from
VikhrolionFebruary17;andthe
mysterious death of its owner,
46-year-old Thane resident
MansukhHiren,remainwiththe

Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad(ATS).
Maharashtra Chief Minister

UddhavThackeraydescribedthe
Centre’s decision to ask theNIA
to take over the case as “fishy”.
He also questioned theCentre’s
silenceon the suicideofMohan
Delkar,theseven-termMPfrom

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE,MARCH8

THEARMYofficer ofMajor rank,
whowasarrestedlastweekinthe
soldierrecruitmentprocesspaper
leak case, had sent the question

paperfromhisphonetotheother
arrested accused onWhatsApp,
Pune City Police told a court on
Monday. TheArmyofficer later
deletedthechat,saidpolice.
The officer, Major Thiru

Murugan Thangavelu (47),was
servingatanArmyestablishment

inTamilNadubeforehisarrest.He
was remanded topolice custody
ofeightdaysbythecourt.
Assistant Commissioner of

PoliceLaxmanBorateearlierpro-
duced thearrestedofficerbefore
thecourtandsoughthiscustodial

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Journalism to
research:
curbs on OCI
were on
paper, now
they are legal

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

THE GOVERNMENT'S gazette
notificationlastweekimposing
restrictionsonOverseasCitizens
of India (OCI) from practising
journalismor research, anden-
gaging inTablighormissionary
activities,haseffectivelygranted
legal sanction towhatwas ear-
lieronlyasetofguidelines inan
official brochure.
During an informal briefing

Friday, the Ministry of Home
Affairshadclaimedthattherights
andrestrictionsmentionedinthe
notificationweremerely a “con-
solidated list” of its notifications
issued in 2005, 2007 and 2009
“withmoreclarifications”.
However,areviewoftheseno-

tifications available on theweb-
site of theMinistry of External
Affairs(MEA)showstheydidnot
impose anyof these restrictions.
In fact, these restrictionsmake
their first appearance only in an
OCIbrochureissuedinNovember
2019 -- Tabligh activitieswere
mentionedearlier,too,inaguide-
lineissuedforIndianvisasin2018.
As per Thursday's notifica-

tion, OCI card holders would
have to take prior permission
fromthe“competentauthority”
or Foreigners Regional
Registration Office (FRRO) “to
undertake research; to under-
take anyMissionary or Tabligh
or Mountaineering or
Journalisticactivities; tounder-
take internship in any
foreign Diplomatic Missions

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

State Budget: Farmers
prompt with repayment to
get interest-free crop loan

Cops to court: Army Major sent question paper
on WhatsApp to other arrested accused

SOLDIERRECRUITMENTPAPERLEAKCASE

MAJORPUSHFOR
PUNEMETRO, RING
ROADPROJECTS PG 8

Biden rolls
Kabul dice,
what it means
in New Delhi

UnderUNauspices,US, India,Russia,Pak,
China, Iranmustmeet:BlinkentoGhani

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

INDIAIS finallyat thetablewith
fiveothercountriestodecideon
the roadmap for peace in
Afghanistan after sixmonths of
hecticbehind-the-scenesdiplo-
macy, sources told The Indian
Express.
This mechanism has been

suggested byWashington even
asMoscowislearnttohavesug-
gested a plan that kept New
Delhiout.
SourcessaidthatRussian in-

terlocutors — amid growing
proximitybetweenMoscowand
Beijing—suggested thatRussia,
China, US, Pakistan and Iran
shouldbeat the table.
This,officialssaid,wasappar-

ently done at the behest of
Pakistan which has never
wanted India to be part of any
roadmapfor the region.
ButNewDelhi,forlongonthe

sidelines, reached out to all key
playersinAfghanistanandother
countries tomake itsway to the
negotiating table. “Our interests
need to be safeguarded…the
next couple ofmonths hold the
key to progress,” a top official
said.Bybeingpartofthe
team,NewDelhihopes
tohavea role in setting
the terms—especially
concerningterrorism,vi-
olence,women’s rights
anddemocratic values.
India’s refrainhasbeen
that it wants an
Afghan-led, Afghan-controlled

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

CRAJAMOHAN
SINGAPORE,MARCH8

ITMAYnotendeitherthe42-year-
oldwarorthetwo-decade-oldUS
military intervention in
Afghanistan. But the Biden

Administration’s new
peace initiative, un-
veiledover the last few
days, could mark the
beginning of a new
chapterinAfghanistan’s
violent contemporary
history that hasplayed

amajor role in South Asia’s re-
gional and international

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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Russiakept Indiaout,US
bringsDelhi to talks table
forAfghanpeaceplan

SIX-MONTHDIPLOMATICSPADEWORK

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

NEARLY THREE decades after it
capped reservations at 50 per
cent intheMandalCommission
case, the Supreme Court on
Monday decided to examine
whether thathistoric verdictby
anine-judgeConstitutionBench
neededtobereferredtoa larger
Bench in view of the changes
that have since taken place in
lawandsociety.
A five-judge Constitution

Bench headed by Justice Ashok
Bhushan,whichwashearingpe-
titions on a Maharashtra law
providingquotasforMarathasin
jobsandadmissionsinthestate,
issued notice to all states seek-
ing theirviews.
“Whether judgment in case

of IndraSawhneyv.UnionofIndia
(the 1992 judgment popularly

knownastheMandaljudgment)
needs to be referred to larger
Benchorrequiresre-lookbythe
larger Bench in the light of sub-
sequent Constitutional
Amendments, judgments and
changed social dynamics of the
society etc”, the Bench — also
comprisingJusticesLNageswara
Rao, S Abdul Nazeer, Hemant
Gupta, and S Ravindra Bhat —
said, delineating the “broad is-
sues” it proposed to answer in
hearingsoverthecomingweeks.
TheMaratha quota law has

taken the total reservation in
Maharashtrabeyond the50per
cent ceiling imposed by the
Supreme Court. Applying the
IndraSawhneyjudgment,which
allowsdeviationfromthe50per
cent rule only in extraordinary
situations, a three-judge Bench
of the top court had on
September10disapprovedof

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Should judgment on
50% quota cap be
referred to larger
Bench? SC to decide
5-judgeBenchrefers tochanges
insocialdynamicssinceMandal

Its Director
hemmed in,
IIM-C puts
out ad for
her successor
RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

ITSCURRENTdirectorAnjuSeth
atthecentreofacontroversy,her
powers clipped by the Board of
Governors and her functioning
criticisedbyasignificantsection
of the faculty in a letter to the
Government,theIndianInstitute
of Management (IIM)-Calcutta
has initiated its search for her
successor. The Board advertised
theDirector’spostlastweekwith
almostayear left inSeth’s term.
Board chairmanShrikrishna

Kulkarni is learned to have
CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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WhyHaryanaquota
lawwill endupdoing
theopposite
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Todayonthe3Thingspodcast,wetalk
about theconcernsthat thenewHaryana
quota lawraises,andwhyitmightbe
legallysuspect.
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DAYNOT FARWHEN INDIAWILL BENAMEDAFTERMODI, SAYSMAMATA
WestBengalChiefMinisterMamataBanerjeeMondayhitoutatPrimeMinisterNarendraModifor
“spreadingliesandcanards”againsttheTMCgovernment,andsaidvoters,thistime,wouldwitness‘Didi
versusBJP’fight inall294constituenciesofthepoll-boundstate.
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Afghanistan
relations.
GivenIndia’sgrowingstakesinAfghanistan,

NewDelhiwilltakeastronginterestintheam-
bitiousnewUS frameworkand themultiple
challengesthatarelikelytocomeupinitsim-
plementation.
ExternalAffairsMinisterS Jaishankarwas

informedof the latest initiative ina call from
AmbassadorZalmayKhalilzad,theUSspecial
envoyforAfghanistanovertheweekend.The
issueisalsolikelytofigureinthetalkswithvis-
itingUSDefenceSecretaryGenLloydAustin
laterthismonth.
Inconfrontinghead-ontheissuesthathave

stalledthepeaceprocessinAfghanistan,initi-
ated two years ago by the Trump
AdministrationandtheTaliban,Bidenhasun-
derlinedtheAmericanimpatiencewithawar
thathasdraggedonforfartoolongaswellashis
eagernessforanearlysettlement.Fiveimpor-
tantelementsstandout.
First,Biden’speaceplanhaskeptopenthe

possibility that the2500-oddUS troops, cur-
rentlydeployedinAfghanistan,mightstayon
for awhile. Under the agreementwith the
Taliban, theUShadpromisedtowithdrawall
troopsbyMay1thisyear.
Many inWashingtonbelieve the Trump

AdministrationcededUSleveragebyproclaim-
ingadefinitivedateforwithdrawal.Ingenerat-
ing ambiguity about itswithdrawal, Biden
hopes to generate some leveragewith the
Talibanthathasrefusedtoabidebyitscommit-
menttoreducethelevelsofviolence.TheUSis
also turningup theheatonAfghanPresident
Ashraf Ghani, who is increasingly seen in
Washingtonaspartoftheproblem.
Second,WashingtonispressingtheTaliban

toacceptan immediateagreement to reduce
violencefor90daysthatwillprovidethespace
for thepeace initiative. Thiswouldhelppre-
ventadecisivespringoffensivebytheTaliban
withthesupportofPakistan.
Third, Khalilzadhashandedover a set of

writtenpeaceproposals tobothKabulandthe
Taliban.InalettertoGhani,USSecretaryofState
AntonyBlinken said theUS is not “dictating
terms”totheAfghanparties,butfacilitatingthe
movementtowardsaninclusive interimgov-
ernment, anagreementonthe“foundational
principles”foranewpoliticalorder,anda“per-
manentandcomprehensiveceasefire”.
Fourth,theUSisaskingTurkeytoconvene

ameetingofthegovernmentinKabulandthe
Talibantofinaliseapeacesettlement.Thisnew
role for Turkey in theAfghanpeaceprocess
comes as a surprise formany but Pakistan
mightwelcomeit,giventhecurrentcloseties
betweenIslamabadandAnkara.
Andfifth,theBidenAdministrationisask-

ing theUnitedNations toconveneameeting
oftheforeignministersfromChina,Russia,Pak-
istan, Iran, India and theUnitedStates tode-
velop a “unified approach” to peace in
Afghanistan.TheabsenceofNATOallies from
this process is bound to raise Europeaneye-
brows.
There are elements in theBidenpackage

unacceptableeithertoKabulortheTalibanor
both.Kabul,whichspentsomuchtimeanden-
ergypersuading theTaliban to acceptpeace
overthe last fewyears, isnowconvincedthat
it is awasteof timeengaging it. Ghani is not
willing to accept power-sharing with the
Talibaninaninterimarrangement.
The Taliban is even lesswilling to share

power,givenitsconfidenceintakingoverKabul
themomenttheUSforcesleave. It iscertainly
notwillingtogiveupitssanctuariesinPakistan.
Norwill it accept any dilution of the strict
Islamicsystemthatitwantstoenforce.
Endingprolongedcivilwars isnevereasy

andcertainlynotthisone,whichhasseenmas-
siveinterventionbyoutsidepowers.Giventhe
scaleofthecurrentdivergencebetweenKabul
andtheTaliban,theconflictinginterestsofthe
regionalpowers, thedecliningdomestic sup-
portintheUSforfurthermilitaryinvolvement
inAfghanistan, theBidenAdministrationhas
abriefwindowto force thepaceof thepeace
process.
Thisraisesthestakesinthepeaceinitiative

andalsomakes it rather risky. But theBiden
Administrationhasrolledthedice.

(ThewriterisDirector, InstituteofSouth
AsianStudies,NationalUniversityofSingapore
andContributingEditoronInternationalaffairs

forTheIndianExpress)

NIA takes over
DadraandNagarHaveli.
Inastatement,theNIAsaidithad“received

ordersfromMHA,GOIforinvestigationofcase
FIR 35/2020 registered at PS Gamdevi on
25.02.2021”.Thecase“relatestorecoveryofex-
plosives fromaMahindra Scorpioparkedat
CarmichaelRoad,Mumbai”,thestatementsaid,
adding that “NIA is in theprocessof re-regis-
teringthecase.”
Theterrorscarecase,alongwiththecases

relatedtothedeathofHirenandtheftofhisve-
hicle,weretransferredtotheMaharashtraATS
onFriday.StateHomeMinisterAnilDeshmukh
hadexpressedconfidencethatthestatepolice
wouldsuccessfullyinvestigatethecases.
Speaking to reporters after theAssembly

sessiononMonday,ChiefMinisterThackeray,
withDeputyCMAjit Pawar standingnext to
him, said, “TheMaharashtraHomeMinister
hadgiven theprobe toATS.Anygovernment
thatcomeshasthesamemachineryastheear-
lierMaharashtragovernmentdid.Wehavefull
confidence and faith in thismachinery and
hencetheprobewasgiventoATS.Thecentral
government’smovetotransferthecasetoNIA
appearsfishy.Wewillnotstopuntilwefindout
thetruth.”
OntheunrelatedcaseofDelkar,whowas

found dead in a hotel room inMumbai on
February23,Thackeraysaid:“Likethisprobe,
thesuicideofMPMohanDelkarisserioustoo,
butonthatissuetheopposition(BJP)doesnot
appear to have anything to say. Everyone
knowsunderwhosecontrolUnionTerritories
come.Aseven-termMPgotsofrustratedthat
hecametoMumbaitocommitsuicide.Itisem-
barrassingfortheadministrationthere(Dadra
andNagarHaveli).Wefoundasuicidenotethat
had someallegations.Wewill conduct ade-
tailed inquiryandwhoever is responsible, no
matterhowbigthepersonis,willbepunished.”
The ChiefMinister recalled that former

PrimeMinisterAtalBihariVajpayeewouldsay
‘sarkarein aati jaati hain, desh rehna chahiye’
(governmentscomeandgo,thecountryshould
remain);“similarly,governmentscomeandgo
but the reputation of the statemachinery
shouldnotbetarnished.Theoppositionisdo-
ingthat.ItappearstosaythatMaharashtrahas
nofacility,andonlythecentralgovernmentis
capable”.
Hirenhad told police thatwhile driving

fromThane toCrawfordMarketonFebruary
17,hisvehiclehadbrokendownatVikhroli,and
hehadtakenacabtohisdestination,leavingit
behind.Whenhewentbackthenextday, the
vehiclewasmissing–andwas foundoutside
AntiliaonFebruary25.
Meanwhile, investigationshave revealed

thatonthenightthatHirenwentmissing,his
twomobilephoneswereswitchedonandoff
atagapofaround30minutes,atlocations8-10
kmapart.
One phonewas switched on and off in

Vasai, andabouthalf anhour later, theother
wasswitchedonandoffatTungareshwar.The
twophonesareyettobetracked.
Police suspect theswitchingonandoff of

thephonesisaredherring,totrytoshowthat
Hirenwasat those locationswhenhemight
havebeenalreadydead.

IIM-C puts out ad
writtentochairpersonsofotherIIMs,too,seek-
ingnominationsofsuitablecandidatesforthe
post.
The IIMAct2017states that an institute’s

Boardshouldinitiate anewdirector’sappoint-
mentninemonthsaheadofthepostfallingva-
cant.Sethturns65inFebruary2022andcom-
pleteshertermattheendofthesamemonth.
Thesearchforhersuccessor,aspertheAct,was
expected to begin only in June.
Thisratchetsupthepressureonhergiven

thatSethhasaccusedKulkarniofinfringingon
herexecutivepowers, and theBoard, in turn,
hasaccusedherof improperconduct.
Theconfrontation snowballed intoa full-

blowncrisislastmonthaftertheBoardpassed

a resolutionagainst Sethanddivestedherof
thepowers tomakeappointments and take
disciplinaryaction.
TheBoard is learned tohave sought legal

opinion on Seth’s allegation— to ascertain
whethertheBoGisoversteppingitsmandate
—andtointerprettheIIMActrulesinconnec-
tionwiththeinstitute’sautonomy.
InDecember,over75%oftheIIM-Calcutta

faculty had, in a letter to the Ministry of
Education, alleged that Sethhadcentralised
powersandusurpedtheiradministrationand
decision-makingrole.
Seth, in anemail toThe IndianExpress in

January, haddismissed theallegationsas the
workof “a small groupof individuals”, upset
with her efforts to foster a culture of trans-
parencyandaccountability.
Lastweek’sjobadvertisementcallsforap-

plications fromdistinguishedacademicians
with aPhDor "equivalent having at least 15
yearsteachingorresearchexperience"andthey
shouldhaveworkedasafullProfessoratare-
puted institution for at least seven years.
Candidateswith "industry experience at a
higherlevelforatleast15years"arealsoeligi-
bletoapply.Applicationshavebeeninvitedun-
tilApril10,2021.
"The individual is expected to provide

strongacademic leadership so that the insti-
tuteisrecognisedforitsexcellenceinmanage-
mentresearchandeducation;asasignificant
contributor to the ‘nationbuildingeffort’ and
themakingofpolicyattheNationallevel,"the
advertisementstates.
Sethwas appointed as the firstwoman

headofIIM-CalcuttainNovember2018.Sheis
analumnusof IIM-Calcutta (1978) andhasa
doctoratefromUniversityofMichigan(1988).
She joinedVirginiaTech in2008andheaded
itsdepartmentofmanagementfrom2008to
2013. Previously, shewaswithUniversity of
IllinoisandUniversityofHouston.

Curbs on OCI
orforeignGovernmentorganisationsinIndiaor
to take up employment in any foreign
DiplomaticMissionsinIndia;tovisitanyplace
whichfallswithintheProtectedorRestrictedor
prohibited areas as notified by the Central
Governmentorcompetentauthority”.
TherightsnotifiedThursdayincludegrant

ofmultiple entry lifelongvisa tovisit for any
purpose; exemption fromregistrationwith
FRROforanylengthofstay;andparitywithna-
tionals indomestic air fares andentry fees to
monumentsandpublicplaces.
IthasalsosaidthatOCIcardholderswillen-

joyparitywithNonResidentIndians(NRIs)in
adoption, appearance in competitive exams,
purchaseor saleof immovablepropertybar-
ringagriculturalandfarmhouses,andpursu-
ingprofessionslikemedicine,law,architecture
andcharteredaccountancy.Theserightswere
alsomentioned in the2005, 2007and2009
notifications.
Apart fromrestrictionson journalism, re-

searchandmissionarywork,thenewnotifica-
tionprovidesforexemptionfromregistration
withtheFRROifcardholdersintimatetheoffice
byemailifthereisachangeinpermanentres-
identialaddressoroccupation.
ThenotificationallowsOCIs toappear for

all-India entrance tests such as National
Eligibility cumEntrance Test (NEET), Joint
EntranceExamination(Mains),JointEntrance
Examination(Advanced)orsuchotherteststo
makethemeligibleforadmissionagainstany
NRI or supernumerary seat. The “OCI card-
holder shall not be eligible for admission
againstanyseatreservedexclusivelyforIndian
citizens”,itstates.
The2009notificationonlystatedthatOCIs

wouldbeentitled to “appear for theAll India
Pre-Medical Test or such tests tomake them
eligibleforadmissioninpursuanceofthepro-
visionscontainedintherelevantActs”.
According to sources, this led to litigation

invarious courtswhereOCIs claimedsimilar
rightsasIndiancitizensinappearingforcom-
petitiveexamsandgainingadmissiontopre-
mierinstitutes.
InDecember 2020, the KarnatakaHigh

Court order had cited the 2009notification
whilequashingastategovernmentregulation
thattreatedOCIsasNRIsforadmissiontocol-

leges.A January2019orderof theDelhiHigh
Courthadsimilarlyquashedgovernmentor-
ders to revoke aUS citizen'sOCI cardon the
groundthathewasinvolvedinmissionaryac-
tivities.
“Becauseoftheselitigations,abrochurede-

tailing the rightsandrestrictionsonOCIshad
beenbroughtoutbytheMinistryinNovember
2019.Aconsolidated list of rights andrestric-
tionswithmoreclarificationswerenotifiedin
thegazetteonThursday,”aHomeMinistryof-
ficialsaid.

Paper leak
remand for further interrogation. Thepolice
told the court, throughprosecution lawyer
Premkumar Agarwal,thatthearrestedofficer
“sentthequestionpapertootherarrestedac-
cused Bharat Adakmol. Adakmol and
Thangavelulaterdeletedthechats”.
Custodialremandoftheofficerwassought

for reasonsquoted intheremandapplication
bythepolice."Wewanttoinvestigatehowthe
officergotholdof thequestionpaper. Ithasto
be investigatedwhether the saidpaperwas
sent to anymore persons and what were
money transactions betweenAdakmol and
Thangavelu,"saidpolice.
On Saturday, a Pune Police team had

broughtMajorThangavelutothecityfromthe
Armyestablishment inTamilNaduwherehe
wasposted.Hewaslaterformallyplacedunder
arrest, and produced before the court of
AdditionalSessionsJudgeSRNavandar,which
hasjurisdictionoveranti-corruptioncases.
Police have invoked the Prevention of

CorruptionAct,leadingtotransferofthecaseto
the court for anti-corruption cases.
Thangavelu'sdefencecounsel,RALonandkar,
opposedthepleaforcustodialremand,saying
itwasnotnecessarybecausethephonesofthe
saidaccusedhadalreadybeenseized. JudgeS
R Navandar, however, remanded Major
Thangavelutopolicecustodyofeightdaystill
March15afterhearingbothsidesof theargu-
ment. Meanwhile,aseniorofficerwhoispart
of the investigationsaid the roleof twomore
“serving individuals” fromtheArmywasbe-
ingprobedinthecase."Ourteamsarecurrently
atvariouslocationsconductingtheirprobe.We

areexpectingmorebreakthroughsinthecase,"
hesaid.
In a joint operation by the Military

IntelligenceandtheCrimeBranchofPuneCity
Police,multiple raidswere conducted in the
lastweekof February, leading to recoveryof
thequestionpaperof theCommonEntrance
Exam(CEE)forrecruitmentofSoldier(General
Duty),priortotheexam,indicatingaleak.The
exam,whichwas scheduled to takeplaceon
February28,wascancelledafter the leakwas
confirmed.
The IndianArmyhadearlier said that the

existingsystemofrecruitmentprocesswillbe
mademore foolproof androbustby incorpo-
ratingthefindingsofthejointinvestigationby
ArmyauthoritiesandMaharashtraPolice.

Interest-free
trapwithprivatemoneylenders, financial in-
stitutionsareencouragedtolendtothemun-
dertheprioritysectoratareasonable interest
rateof 7per centTimely repaymentof loans
attracts2percentrebatefromthecentralgov-
ernmentandafurther3percentrebate from
thestategovernment for regular repayment.
Thus, theeffective rate of interest is brought
downto2percent.
InMaharashtra, bankerspointedout that

80percentfarmers,whoavail institutionalfi-
nances,wouldcomeunderthisbracket.Toavail
interest-free loans, farmerswouldhave tobe
regular in their repayment schedule. "The
schemecomesclosetotherecentloanwaiver
schemeandthegovernmentishopeful itwill
helpbringinfinancialregularityforfarmers,"a
bankersaid.
Soonafteritcametopower,theMahaVikas

Aghadi government, led by ChiefMinister
UddhavThackeray,hadannouncedMahatma
JyotiraoPhulefarmerloanwaiverscheme,un-
derwhichRs19,929crorehasbeencreditedto
theaccountsof31,23,000.Theinterest-freeloan
isaimedtokeepthefinancialdisciplineinthe
agriculturalsector.
Theinterestwaiverschemewasonecom-

ponentof theMaharashtraVikasAghadi'sRs
4.84 lakh crore spending plan for the state
whichalsoincludesaRs7,500croreplantoup-
gradehealthinstitutionsacrossthestate.

“AprojectcostingaboutRs7,500crorehas
beenprepared toprovidequalityhealth care
and treatment to thepeoplebyconstructing
andupgradinghealth institutionsunder the
PublicHealthDepartmentanditwillbecom-
pletedinthenext fouryears.Theproposal in-
cludesconstructionofdistricthospital,psychi-
atric,traumacarecenter,primaryhealthcenter
andsub-center,upgradingandconstructionof
talukalevelhospital,”Pawarsaid.
Thewideningdeficit in thestate's income

andexpenditureprojections, is alsoputtinga
squeezeon its capital expenditure. For2021-
22, the government has set asideRs 58,748
croreforcapitalworks,whichisonly12.14per
centofthetotalspendestimates.
ByMarchendthisyear,therevenuedeficit

isprojectedtoreachRs46,178crore,makingit
thehighesteverdeficitinthestate’shistory.In
2018-19,Maharashtrahadrecordedarevenue
surplusofRs11,975crore.

While the Centre’s 14th Finance
Commissionnormsrequirestatestomaintain
a revenuesurplusposition, thenewcoalition
governmenthasprojectedadeficitofRs10,226
croreevenin2020-21.
Theimpactofthelockdownhasshrunkits

incometoo,withrevenuetargetforthecurrent
yearbeing scaleddownsharply fromRs3.47
lakhcroretoRs2.89lakhcrore.Itsrevenueex-
pendituretargetwasalsobroughtdownfrom
Rs3.57lakhcroretoRs3.36crore.Forthecom-
ingyear,Pawarhasforecasttherevenueexpen-
dituretogrowtoRs3.79lakhcrore.
Toshoreupthestate'sfinances,Pawarhas

decidedtoincreaseVATonliquorfromtheex-
isting60percentto65percent.Ithasalsode-
cidedtoclassifycountryliquorintotwosepa-
rate categories asbrandedandnon-branded
country liquor,while increasingState Excise
Dutyto220percentofmanufacturingcostor
Rs 187 per proof litrewhichever is high on
brandedcountry liquor. Thisestimated toget
additionalrevenueofRs1,800crore.
Ithasalsoproposedaonepercentconces-

sioninStampDutyovertheprevailingrateex-
clusively towomen,provided the transfer of
housepropertyor registrationof saledeed is
intheirname.
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US brings Delhi to Afghan talks table

SC judgment on 50% reservation cap

andAfghan-ownedprocessbut
groundrealitieshavebeensuch
thatotherplayershavedictated
terms. According to a report
first published by Tolo News,
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken sent a letter lastweek
to Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani and chairman of the
High Council for National
Reconciliation, Abdullah
Abdullah. In it, he proposed a

regionalconferenceunderthe
UNauspiceswithforeignmin-
isters of US, India, Russia,
China,PakistanandIrantodis-
cuss a “unified approach” on
Afghanistan. From the Indian
side, External Affairsminister
S Jaishankar could join in,
sources said. This was part of
the phone conversation be-
tween Jaishankar and US
Special Envoy on Afghanistan

ZalmayKhalilzadSunday.
New Delhi’s diplomatic

spadework, sources said, in-
cludedtalksduringthevisitsto
India by former Afghan vice
president Abdul Rashid
Dostum in September last
year; and by former
Afghanistan Chief Executive
Officer Abdullah Abdullah
(now chair of High Peace
Council)andAfghanleaderAta

MohammadNoor inOctober.
This was followed by a

quiet trip to Afghanistan by
NSAAjit Doval in January this
year,whenhemetKabul’spo-
litical leadership.
What also helped, sources

said, is New Delhi’s engage-
mentwith Iran and its strate-
gic investment in developing
theChabaharportasanaccess
toAfghanistan.

the law, saying “the State of
Maharashtrahasnotshownany
extraordinarysituationforpro-
vidingreservationstoMarathas
in excess of 50 per cent”. The
courtsaidonMondaythatitwill
alsoconsideranotherimportant
question—whether the102nd
AmendmentoftheConstitution
deprivesastatelegislatureofthe
powertoenactalawdetermin-
ing socially and educationally
backwardclasses andtoconfer
reservation benefits on them,
“andtherebyaffectsthefederal
policy/structure of the
Constitutionof India”.
“Weare of the view that in

viewoftheissuesofseminalim-
portancewhichhavearisenbe-
forethisConstitutionBenchi.e.,
pertaining to interpretation of
102nd Constitutional

Amendment,theStateshaveto
be given opportunity to have
theirsay”,theBenchsaid.
The 102nd Amendment

(2018) insertedArticle 342A in
theConstitution, empowering
thePresidenttospecifysocially
and educationally backward
classes in various states and
UnionTerritoriesinconsultation
withtheGovernorof thestate.
TheSeptember10judgment

had decided to refer the con-
tentions regarding the 102nd
Amendment to a five-judge
Bench.Itdidnot,however,agree
tothedemandtorefertheIndra
Sawhneyjudgmentaswell toa
largerBench.
OnMonday,when the five-

judgeBenchheadedby Justice
Bhushantookupthereference,
SeniorAdvocateMukulRohatgi,

appearing forMaharashtra, ar-
guedthattheprincipalquestion
whichhasarisenforconsidera-
tionisregardingtheinterpreta-
tionof the102ndAmendment.
He said that the interpreta-

tionofArticle342Awasgoingto
affect the legislative compe-
tence of the States, as after the
amendment, the State legisla-
ture had no competence to
make any lawwith regard to
reservationsforbackwardcom-
munities.
Rohatgi contended that

constitutionalpowersofreser-
vation cannot be taken away
from the legislative compe-
tence of the state, and urged
the court to issue notice to all
states and give them the op-
portunity to defend their leg-
islative competence and to

have their say on the 102nd
Amendment.
Attorney General K K

Venugopalsaidthat“inviewof
the issueswhich have arisen,
the State might be affected
with the interpretation”, and
hence the Constitution Bench
may take this up too. He also
endorsed issuing notice to all
states.
Senior Advocate Arvind

Datar was of the view that
given the fact that thematter
had already been fixed for
hearing from Tuesday, the
courtshouldgoaheadwiththe
sameand, if needed, issueno-
tice in the course of the pro-
ceedings.
The court will hear the

matter from March 15 on-
wards.

102nd amendment to give special powers to NCBC, says BJP
LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, MARCH8

WITHSUPREMECourt seeking
response from state govern-
mentsonthequestionof inter-
pretationof the102ndamend-
ment to the Constitution, the
BJP on Monday said the
amendment that gave powers
to the President to notify so-

cially and educationally back-
ward classes (SEBC) and
Parliament the power to
change theSEBC listwasnot to
take away the powers of the
state, but was just fulfilling a
long-held demand for consti-
tutional status to the National
Commission on Backward
Classes (NCBC).
“The 102nd amendment

was just to give special powers

tothecommission(NCBC). Ital-
lows thecommission toappro-
priatelyexamine implementa-
tion of reservation given to
OBCs in services and educa-
tion,”BJPgeneral secretaryand
Rajya Sabha MP Bhupender
Yadav told The Indian Express.
“SeveralParliamentarycom-

mittees had alsomade that de-
mand. What the BJP govern-
ment did in August 2018 was

justfulfilla long-termdemand.”
Yadav refused to make any

comment on the Supreme
Court's notice to the states on
whether the landmark 1992
judgment—also knownas the
Mandal verdict, which caps
quota at 50 per cent — should
be re-looked and referred to a
larger bench. The JD(U), BJP's
ally inBihar, said itwantsstates
tohavethepower todecide the

backwardcastes thatshouldbe
added to the SEBC. “States
shouldbedecidingwhichcom-
munity or caste should be
added to the list of backward
classes,” JD(U) leaderKCTyagi
toldThe IndianExpress. “Weare
the party of Karpoori Thakur,
who had implemented quota
within quota. Our chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar followed the
same steps.”

Pointing out that JD(U) has
been demanding a caste cen-
sus, Tyagi said only sucha cen-
sus can decide the ceiling for
caste reservation. “Now it is
said backward classes form 52
percentof thetotalpopulation,
but we are of the view that it
not less than65percent,”Tyagi
said. “Our question is how can
wedecidewhowouldgetwhat
unless there is a caste-bases

census. How can we decide
quota within quota without
suchadata?”He said the JD(U)
believes that states should be
able to decide which caste is
backward. “And for the ceiling,
the Supreme Court itself had
agreed that in some states it
can exceed the 50-per cent
limit,” he said.

Why SC decision is

significant
The SupremeCourt’s decision
to examine if the 50 percent
quota rule set by Indra
Sawhney case needs a re-look
assumes significance given
thatmany state governments
– such asMaharashtra and
Tamil Nadu –have neverthe-
less proceeded to grant reser-
vation in excess of the limit.
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THE CASE fatality rate (CFR) in
Maharashtra has remained low
despiterisingCovid-19casesand,
last week, it was 0.52 per cent.
FromMarch1to7,atotalof72,900
newpositivecaseswerereported
inthestatealongwith378deaths,
as perdate fromthe statehealth
department.
According toWorld Health

Organization,CFRisameasureof
severityofadiseaseandisdefined
as the proportion of reported
casesofaspecifieddiseaseorcon-
dition,which are fatalwithin a
specified time.Withproper and
timely treatment,CFRshouldre-
mainbelow1percent.
"This perhaps indicates that

theCovid-19infectionislessviru-
lent.Todate,National Instituteof
VirologyandNational Centre for
Cell Science conducted genetic
tests and have not found SARS-
CoV-2 variants of concern," Dr
PradeepAwate,statesurveillance
officer, told The Indian Express.
While the CFR in somedistricts
like Jalna,Osmanabad, Ratnagiri
andKolhapurwasslightlyhigher
than 1 per cent last week, Dr
Awatesaidnumberofcaseswere
fewand, against that, the death
countledtoaslightlyhigherCFR.
Jalna had a CFRof 1.38 per cent,
Osmanabad at 1.81 per cent,
Kolhapurat1.59percentand3.16
percentinRatnagiri.
Maharashtra,alongwithother

states like Kerala, Punjab,

Karnataka, Gujarat and Tamil
Nadu, have reported a surge in
dailyCovidcases.Maharashtrare-
ported thehighestdaily countat
11,141.OnMonday,thecountwas
at8,744.
TheCentrehassenthigh-level

public health teams to
MaharashtraandPunjabtoassist
with Covid-19 control and con-
tainmentmeasuresinviewofthe
recentspike.
A team fromNational Centre

for Disease Control alongwith
state health officials is presently
touring some pockets of

Maharashtra, including Kalyan
andMumbai,andaccordingtoof-
ficials, there is adefinite lethargy
amongpeoplewhen it comes to
followingCovidsafetyguidelines.
DrAwatealsosaidwhileCovid

testinghasincreased,therewasa
need to stepup surveillance and
contact tracing.Atpresent,22.28
lakhpeoplehave testedpositive
forCovid-19 inMaharashtra and
cumulativeCFRfromMarch2020
todateis2.36percent.Acrossthe
state too, 4.41 lakh are in home
quarantinewhile4,098areat in-
stitutionalcentres.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,MARCH8

THEPMConMondaydecidedto
sealthreelaboratoriesanddiag-
nosticcentres inthecity for fail-
ing toprovideproper addresses
of thosewho testedCovidposi-
tive in testsdone in these labs.
In a communication to the

three laboratories - Suburban
Diagnostic Centre, Metropolis
laboratoryand Krsnalaboratory
in Chinchwad -- Additional
MunicipalCommissionerRubal
Agarwal directed sealing of
these laboratoriesandsaidno
Covid-19 testing should be
done there till furtherorders.
"The daily patient report

hastobesubmittedbythelab-
oratoriestoPMCinaspecified
format decided by the state
government. The information
receivedfromthelaboratoryis
compiled by the civic admin-
istration, so it is important for
thelaboratoriestoprovidecor-
rect informationontime,"she
said.

Agarwalsaidthelaboratories
concerned were providing in-
complete information despite
reminders, and a clarification
was sought from them on
February25."Ithasbeennoticed
that the information from the
laboratorydoesnotcomeintime
and also the addresses of a few
patients is incomplete.Thiswas
posingproblemsforthecivicad-
ministrationintracingthosepa-
tients. Contact tracing couldn't
be done on time and could lead
to an increase in the number of
patients," shesaid.

AJAYJADHAV
PUNE,MARCH8

AYEARafterthecityregisteredits
first Covid-19 case, the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC)
continuestobattlethepandemic
andminimise its impact, evenas
the current mortality rate has
beenrecordedat2.34percentand
thecivicbodyfearsasecondwave
duetotheongoingsurgeincases.
Accordingtothecivicadmin-

istration, new restrictions are
likelytobeannouncedinviewof
the risingpositivity rate, follow-
ing a review meeting led by
DeputyChiefMinisterAjitPawar
attheendof thisweek.
ThePMChadrelaxedmostre-

strictionsthatwenthand-in-hand
with the Covid-induced lock-
down, buthas againordered the
closure of classroomteaching in
schools, colleges and private
coachinginstitutes.Thecivicbody
hasalsoreintroduceditscontain-
ment zone strategyafter the city
waswithout one in January and
Februarythisyear.
ItwasonMarch8lastyearthat

thePMChadisolatedasuspected
Covidpatient,whohadreturned
froma foreign country andwas
later registered as the first Covid
patient in the city as well as
Maharashtra. Punewas among
theworstaffectedcitiesduetothe
pandemicacrossthecountry.
With its experience of han-

dling a swine flu outbreak in the
recentpast, the civic administra-

tionwasonits toes tohandle the
pandemic situation. Thepositiv-
ity rate steadily increased in the
beginning and escalated in July
despiteacomplete lockdownre-
stricting freemovement of the
public.AsofMarch8thisyear,the
cityhasidentified2,09,083Covid-
19 patients in total after testing
11,98,536suspects.Unfortunately,
atotalof4,897residentshavesuc-
cumbed to the viral infection so
far,puttingthecasefatalityrateat
2.34percent.
ThePMClimitshaveseenato-

tal of 1,97,451 patients recover
fromCovid-19inayear,butitsre-
covery rate,which had recently
reachedaround97percent, ison
the decline and stands at 94.43
percentayearaftertheoutbreak.
Amonth ago, the PMC had

heaveda sighof relief after it did
not register any deaths due to
Covid-19onFebruary6, the first
time since April 15 last year.
However, the situation has
changed sincewith an upward
swing in the infection rate. The
daily positivity rate, which had
dropped below five per cent, is
now once again around 15 per

cent. The slowdown in the first
fewweeks of 2021has brought
down the overall positivity rate
fromaround22percentlastyear
to17.45percentpresently.
When the active case count

droppedbelowonepercent, the
PMCcloseditsCovidcarecentres
anddedicatedjumbohospitaldue
to lack of patients. It alsowith-
drew20per cent reservation of
beds in private hospitals.
However, the ongoing surgehas
increasedtheshareofactivecases
to3.22percentof thetotal infec-
tionsofar,andpropelledthePMC
to restart CCCs andurge private
hospitalstoreadythemselvesfor
reservingbeds for the treatment
ofCovidpatients.
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Be a Part of Young India’s
Most Happening Conversation

The inspiring interaction every youngster is waiting for is back!

Pariksha Pe Charcha
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi

is coming soon
You may get a chance to interact with the Prime Minister
Turn on your creative side and participate in contests

Contests open not only for students but also
for parents and teachers!

Attractive prizes and a chance to interact directly
with the Prime Minister await you!

Visit
https://innovateindia.mygov.in/ppc-2021/
or scan this QR code for detailed information

Be a Part of Young India’s
Most Happening Conversation
Be a Part of Young India’s

Most Happening Conversation

@narendramodi

All our customers who have not submitted documents for their
KYC and Profile updation are once again requested to submit
immediately latest photograph, Proof of Identity, Proof of
Address and PAN No/Form 60 for updating the bank records.

Customer whose account has turned “DORMANT” due to
non-operation should contact the branch In-charge and submit
the latest photo and KYC documents (Proof of Identity and
Proof of Address) to make the account operative.

Saving/Current account is treated as dormant, if there are no
transactions in the account for over a period of 2 years (if there
is no credit or debit transaction induced by customer as well
as third party.)

We will impose “Debit Freeze” in all Non-KYC complied
accounts and Dormant accounts.

Kindly also provide your Mobile/Telephone/e-mail ID for
updating the record. Your kind co-operation is solicited to
serve you better.

ABHYUDAYA CO-OP. BANK LTD.
(Multi-State Scheduled Bank)

K.K.Tower, 63, G.D. Ambekar Marg, Parel Village, Mumbai - 400 012.

NOTICE

9th March 2021, Mumbai

By order
Sd/-

Managing Director
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WHILESERUMInstitute of India
has acknowledged that "bottle-
necks" exist in supplies of some
rawmaterials that go into the
manufactureof theCovid19vac-
cine,peoplefamiliarwiththesitu-
ationat the company said itwas
unlikelytohaveanyimpactonthe
productionof the vaccine in the
immediatefuture.
Serum Institute, a key global

player in productionof Covid19
vaccines, has enoughsupplies to
continuemanufacturingatcurrent
capacitiesforthenextfewmonths,
theysaid.
"Wearehopingthatthesebot-

tleneckswouldbe sortedoutby
that time," oneof themtold The

IndianExpress.
Company CEO Adar

Poonawallahadrecentlyadmitted
thatrestrictionsonexportsofcer-
tainitemsintheUnitedStateswas
a "serious limiting factor" in scal-
ingupproductionofCovid19vac-
cines. "I have been focussing on
supplies of vaccinedoses via the
Covaxfacility…Idonotwanttoget
intotechnicalissues…butforfree
global access to vaccines, if we
can't get the rawmaterialsoutof
theUnitedStates…that'sgoingto
be a serious limiting factor.We
have stockpiledmanydosesbut
there are several constraints like
(availability of) bags, filters and
othercriticalitemsthatmanufac-
turersneed,"Poonawallahadsaid
atanonlinediscussion.
The Covax facility he men-

tionedwasareferencetoaglobal
platform,backedbyWorldHealth

Organizationandsomeother in-
ternational agencies, to make
Covid19vaccines available to all
thecountriesinadequatequanti-
ties and affordable price. Serum
Instituteiscurrentlyproducingthe
vaccinedevelopedbyAstraZeneca
andOxfordUniversity under its
ownbrandname'Covishield'.This
vaccineisamongthosethatarebe-
ingdistributedthroughtheCovax
facility aswell. Serum also has
agreementswithsomeothervac-
cinedevelopers toproduce their
Covid19vaccines.
"Serumis aphilanthropicor-

ganisationand, at the start of the
pandemic, had decided to take
hugerisksandbuyequipmentat
rapid speed.Weknewwehad to
producehundreds of billions of
doses.InJanuarythisyear,afterthe
Covishieldvaccinereceivedemer-
gencyuseauthorisation,wewere

abletoship90milliondosesto51
countries, including India, in a
matterof less than twomonths,"
hesaid.
But the company is not pro-

ducingthevaccinedosesatitsfull
capacity. Those in theknowtold
The IndianExpress that the com-
pany couldproducemanymore
thanthe50milliondosesamonth
thatitisdoingrightnow.Thecom-
panyhas, in thepast, said itwas
planningtoscaleitsproductionto
100milliondosestoenablefaster
distributionofthevaccinesaround
theworld."Theproductioncapac-
itiescannotbescaledupintheab-
senceof smoothaccess toall the
rawmaterials,"thepersonquoted
abovesaid.
Mostoftheserawmaterialsare

procured fromtheUnitedStates,
Australia orNewZealand.While
therehavenotbeenanyproblems

inthesuppliesfromAustraliaand
NewZealand, theUnited States
hasused someemergency legal
provisions to curb the export of
theseitems.
Vaccine scientist, and vice-

chair of Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI),
GagandeepKang,saidsuchrestric-
tionswouldamplifytheinequali-
tiesinaccesstoCovid19vaccines.
"Whether it is vials, or filters,

restrictionsonglobal supplies of
theseitems,promptedbyvaccine
nationalismcanhaveknock-onef-
fects on the accessibility of vac-
cines to vulnerablepopulations,
andwouldleadtogreaterinequal-
ities,"shesaid.
The WHO and Covax are

presently engaged in ameeting
withpartnersfromtheindustryto
identifybottlenecksinproduction
anddiscusshowtosolvethem.

Bottlenecks in rawmaterial supply unlikely
to have immediate hit on vaccine production

ApolicemanmakesanannouncementregardingCovid-19safetyguidelines—urgingpeople
to followsocialdistancingandwearmasks—at thedistrict courtonMonday.ArulHorizon

PANDEMIC INNUMBERS

13
NumberofCovid-19deaths
reported inPuneon
Monday.

9,316
Thedeathtoll so far in
district.

1,412
Numberof fresh
coronaviruscasesreported
onMonday.

4,20,877
Thetotalpositive
casesso far inthedistrict.

PMC to seal 3 pvt testing labs
over incomplete patient info

YEARAFTERFIRSTCASE INCITY

PMC records mortality rate of
2.34 pc, fears second Covid wave
Newrestrictions
likely tobe
announcedafter
reviewledby
DyCMAjitPawar

Swabtesting inprogressatKatrajonMonday.AshishKale

Cases rising, fatality rate still low
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BEINGAdistrictwithno jobop-
portunities for local youth,
Gadchirolidistrictadministration
and police areworkingwith an
NGOand some recruiting agen-
ciestohelpthemsecurejobsout-
sidethedistrict.
From2012-13, 3,962 youths

fromGadchirolihavesecuredjobs
across India through the joint ef-
fort of district andpolice admin-
istrationandNGOPratham.
Gadchiroli police alone has

helped youths secure 1,477 jobs
throughtheirownRojgarMelawa
appandvocational trainingpro-
gramme. Apart from Pratham
helpingwithtrainingandrecruit-
ment,policehavealsoindepend-
entlytiedupwithotherrecruiting
agenciesforplacements.
Theemploymenttradesrange

fromautomotive andhealthcare
to hospitality and construction.
While majority of these jobs,
about2,400,havebeenprovided
within the state, youths have
come forward to takeup jobs in
states likeBihar, Rajasthan,Uttar
PradeshandDelhi,asperinforma-
tionprovidedbyPratham.
When it comes to age, jobs

havebeensecuredbythoseaged
between 18 and 30.Maximum
number of jobs, around 3,000,

havebeensecuredbythoseinthe
age groupof 18 to 24. This is the
agegroupthatNaxalstargetforre-
cruitmentintothemovement.
Prathamfiguresshowthatthe

average of monthly salary has
rangedfromRs5,825intheauto-
motive sector to Rs 12,768 for a
welding job.Maximumnumber
of youthsprefer jobs inhospital-
ity,where approximately 1,300
havebeenemployedfollowedby
about1,200 inhealthcare,400 in
automotive, 355 in construction
and335 in electricalworks. The
policedrivehas recorded319 lo-
cals being placed as security
guards. According toGadchiroli
police, only 29boys and44girls
couldberecruitedbyNaxalsfrom
2013todate.
During2001-10,Naxalrecruit-

ment was several times more
thanin2011-20.Highestnumbers
were recorded during 2001-04,
whichweretheformativeyearsof
People'sLiberationGuerrillaArmy
(PLGA).During these years, any-
wherebetween50and70young-
sterswerebeingrecruitedannu-
ally inanticipationof themerger
of Peoples War Group (PWG),
Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) andMaoist
Communist Centre of India
(MCCI) in2004.Overthenextsix
years,therecruitmentwasaround
20 to25everyyear, as perpolice
records."Weworkedfirstwiththe
district administrationunder an
MoU till 2017, where we con-
ductedtrainingandplacementfor
which the administration pro-
vided us with funding.
Subsequently, we have been
workingwithpoliceandhelping
themwithplacementsforyouths
they have mobilised through
RojgarMelawaappandotherpro-
grammes," saidAnnette Francis,
programmedirectorof Pratham,
headquarteredinMumbai.
"The response in Gadchiroli

hasbeenreallygoodascompared
tootherpartsofthecountry.Here,
we couldmobilise three times
more the number of aspirants
than inmany other parts," she
added.DeputyInspectorGeneral
of Police (Gadchiroli range)
Sandip Patil said, "The idea be-
hindmobilisinglocalyouthsisto
wean themaway fromNaxal in-
fluence.Withalargenumberopt-
ingforjobsthroughourinitiative
shows that, given a choice, they
wouldliketoleadnormallives..."
Patiladded,"Wheneverthere

ispolicerecruitmentinGadchiroli,
wehaveseenhundredsfromthe
interior areas appearing for test
andfitnessexamination,whichis
moreproof thatmostGadchiroli
youths are not enamoured by
Naxalideology."
SuperintendentofPoliceAnkit

Goyalsaid,"Mobilisationismainly
donethroughamobileappcalled
RojgarMelawa,where aspirants
havetoregister.Wherethereisno
connectivity, the registration is
doneatemploymentcamps."
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"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

DELHI JAL BOARD:GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(E&M)-II

WAZIRABAD WATER WORKS TIMARPUR, DELHI-110054
PRESS NIT No- 19 (2020-21)/EE(E&M)-II

NIT
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Date of release
of Tender in

e-procurement solution

Last date/ Time of
receipt of Tender

through e-
Procurement solution

18 S.I.T.C. of Submersible P/Set along with
allied (E&M) Equipment at Haiderpur Water
Works for Augmentation of Water Supply

Job Work 80500/- Tender Id: 2021_DJB_200758_1
Publish Date 02-Mar-2021

03:00 PM onward

17-Mar-2021
upto 12:15 PM

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-
Advt. No. J.S.V. 478/2020-21 Executive Engineer(E&M)-II

Pune: Encouraged by the active
participationofyouthandcivilso-
ciety,the#DNAFightsRape-Save
the Evidence awareness cam-
paignhaslaunchedanationwide
creative challenge called 'Art for
Freedom'. The initiative seeks to
transform theway our society
dealswith survivors of rape and
sexual violence, shifting the ac-
countability fromthe survivor to
theperpetrator.
Supported by UN Women

India and Girl Up (UN
Foundation), along with NIFT,
Delhi, andSymbiosis Institute of
BusinessManagement,Pune,this
driveaimstostirpowerofcreativ-
ityandinfluenceofartonsociety
tobringapositivechange.
"Art for Freedomcalls on all

citizens - especially students,
artists,designers-tostepforward
andchanneliseanger,frustration,
despair,andtherangeofemotions
they experiencewhenever they

hear about a rape. The goal is to
harness thepowerof art tocom-
pelarethinkofthestatusquoand
create a societywherewomen,
children,anddiversegendersare
freefromfear.Onlywhenregres-
sivemindsets change, and focus
turns fromsurvivor to sexual of-
fender,canwebuildpublicconfi-
dence in the justice system to
bring the guilty to justicewith
modern forensic technologies..."
statedthecampaign. ENS

‘Art for Freedom’ invites people’s
participation in nationwide challenge

VIVEKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR,MARCH8

THETIGRESS thatwasreleased
into thewild fromanenclosure
in Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR),
after two years of rewilding,
had to be retrieved and re-
stored to the enclosure after
shewas injured in a clashwith
another tigress onMonday.
PTRF_84, thethree-year-old

tigress, better known as the
'cub of Avni', was engaged in a
territorial fightwithanother ti-
gress, believed to be the resi-
dent tigress of the area, in the
earlymorning ofMonday.
Avni was shot dead in

November 2017 in
Pandharkawada forest of
Yavatmal district after being
declared aman-eater.
"The tigress, which was re-

leased in the wild on March 5
from the enclosure in PTR, has
beenretrievedfromthewildon
Monday afternoon after she
was found injured during the
internecine fight. PTRF_84was
being monitored using VHF
trackingandsatellite telemetry
on 24x7 basis. After confirma-
tion of her fight with another
female earlymorning... and af-

terseekingtheveterinaryopin-
ion that the injury may affect
her movements in the wild, it
wasdecidedtotranquilizeher,"
PTR Field Director Ravikiran
Govekar said in a press note.
"This kind of interaction

with another tiger after the re-
lease was anticipated and the
emergency retrieval plan was
alreadyprovidedintheoriginal
release plan submitted to the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority.Thefemalesustained
injurieson the right forelegbut
she is otherwise healthy. She
will be continued to be moni-
tored inthesameoldrewilding
facility under the same set of
conditions, till further decision
is taken,"Govekar added.
Asked how far the spot of

theskirmishwas,Govekarsaid,
"It is about 2-2.5 km from the
enclosure." Onwhether the ti-
gresshadbecomeimmobileaf-
ter receiving the injury,hesaid,
"Yes, shewas found sitting at a
spot." Govekar added,
"PTRF_84 appears to have
fought back well, else she
wouldhavereceivedinjurieson
her back, face or neck. The
other tigress is at least2-3year
older and hence sturdier
than her".

‘AVNI'SCUB’

Days after release in thewild, tigress
gets hurt; brought back to enclosure
PTRF_84, the three-year-old tigress,wasengaged inaterritorial fightwithanother tigress

VIVEKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR,MARCH8

AMALE tiger, approximately
12-15months old,was found
dead on a railway track pass-
ing through the Navegaon-
NagziraTigerReserve(NNTR)
onMondaymorning.
A press note issued by

Deputy Conservator of Forest
(Gondia) Kulraj Singh stated,
"Thesub-adulttigerwaskilled
by... a train heading towards
Gondia.Hisfrontrightlegwas
found severed but wasn't
found on the spot. It is being
searchedforwiththehelpofa
dog squad. The spinal cord of
the tigerwas foundbroken."
The photograph of the

spot,however,showsthetiger
lyingbetweenthetwolinesof
thetrack.Askedhowthetiger

didn't get crushed under the
train, Kulraj Singh told The
Indian Express, "It's a small
animal. So, the train could
passover it."
Principal Chief

Conservator of Forest Nitin
Kakodkar said, "The train
driver saw three cubs. Apart
from the one that died, the
second one stopped on the
spotwhilethethirdonewent
back into the forest.Hedidn't
see themothernear them."
The tiger was one of the

threecubsof aNagzira tigress
called T14. Officials did not
find the tigressand theother
two cubs loitering around
the place.
The railway line, from

ChandrapurtoGondia,passes
through many areas with a
tiger population, and has
earned the ire of wildlife ac-

tivists for several animal
deaths on the track over sev-
eral years.
Earliertoo,threetigercubs

werecrushedunderthistrain
in Junona forest of
Chandrapur in 2018. Two
leopards, one in2016and the
other in2019,werealsokilled
by the train. About 12 years
ago, a tigerwaskilledandan-
other was injured when the
trainhadrammedthemwhile
theywere crossing the track.
After the Junona incident,

a committeeheadedby then
Chandrapur Chief
Conservator of Forest Rama
Rao had suggested urgent
mitigation measures like
construction of wildlife
passes at several accident-
proneplaces along the track.
No headway had beenmade
so far in this regard.

Sub-adult male tiger found dead
on railway track passing through
Navegaon-Nagzira Reserve

Thecubsareeightweeksold,andwere foundin Junnar. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,MARCH8

THREELEOPARDcubswereres-
cued recently byWildlife SOS
andthestateForestdepartment
from a sugarcane field in
VadgaonKandalivillage, located
inOtur forest rangeof Junnar in
Punedistrict.
The 8-week-old cubs were

keptunderobservationforafew
hours and later successfully re-
unitedwith theirmother.
The sugarcane harvest sea-

sonhappenstocoincidewiththe
breedingseasonofthesebigcats
andfemaleleopardsrelyheavily
onthetallcroptoshieldtheiroff-
spring from predators and hu-

man intervention.
Yogesh Ghodake, Range

ForestOfficerofOtur,said,"Such
encounters are reportedmore
frequently during pre-harvest
andharvest seasons.
OnSunday, sugarcane farm-

ers in Vadgaon Kandali village
stumbled upon three tiny leop-
ard cubswhile harvesting their
crops.Most farmersare familiar
withtheleopardpresenceinthis
region, so they immediately
alertedmembers of the village
rescue team, trained by the
MaharashtraForestdepartment
andWildlifeSOS.
Inthemeantime,tworescue

units fromWildlife SOSand the
Forestdepartmentrushedtothe
location with the necessary

equipment andmedical kits to
conduct on-site examination of
the cubs. Veterinary officer at
Wildlife SOS, Dr Nikhil Bangar,
identified them as one female
and twomales, estimated to be
about8-weeks-old.
After their health examina-

tion, the team arranged for the
cubs to be reunited with their
mother and went back to the
fieldwhere theywere found.As
theteamstoodclose-byandhid-
den,within30minutes,afemale
leopard emerged from the sug-
arcanefield.Aftergentlyknock-
ing off the cover from the safe
box, shepickedupher cubsone
after the other by the scruff of
theneckandrelocatedtoasafer
area.

Found in sugarcane field, 3 leopard
cubs reunited with their mother

Police, admn, NGO
join hands to help
secure jobs for local
youth in Gadchiroli

Pune
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MUMBAI,MARCH8

ONENIGHT in the early 1970s,
dinnertookanunexpectedturn
atDhanmondi32,theresidence
in Dhaka of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the founding father
and first Prime Minister of
Bangladesh. Distressed over a
famine in thenewly formedna-
tion, Rahman refused to eat the
meal served by hiswife Sheikh
FazilatunnesaMujib.Hewasdis-
turbed, the food reminded him
of theBengal famineof 1943.
Watching this scene unfold

on amonitor inside a studio in
Mumbai’s Film City is Shyam
Benegal.
The legendary director, now

86, is helmingBangabandhu, an
ambitious biopic on Mujibur
Rahman.Featuringwell-known
BangladeshiactorsArifinShuvoo
(Rehman) and Nusrat Imrose
Tisha(Fazilatunnesa), thefilmis
ajointproductionbyBangladesh
FilmDevelopment Corporation
(BFDC) and National Film
Development Corporation of
India (NFDC).

“Bangabandhuwasmeant to
celebrate the birth centenary of
MujiburRahman(whowasborn
onMarch17,1920)aswellasthe
50th anniversary of Bangladesh
(RahmandeclaredIndependence
fromPakistanonMarch26,1971).
Unfortunately,thefilmcouldnot
be ready in time to celebrate
these landmarks as we were
stoppedinourtracksbythepan-
demic,” saysBenegal,whocame
on board in early 2019.
Shooting has been on in

Mumbai since January 21, 2021,
withthecurrentscheduleslated
to continue till mid-April. The
film’s release date has not been
decided, but production has
pickedupata timewhenPrime
Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduledtovisitBangladeshon
March26totakepartinthe50th
anniversary celebrations -- his
first trip abroad since the pan-
demicbrokeout.
“The remaining crowd and

warsequencesforthemoviewill
befilmedinBangladeshoncethe
monsoon isover,” saysBenegal.
Themovie’s set ismodelled

on the original Dhanmondi 32,
which was converted into

BangabandhuMemorialMuse-
um in 1994. Reflecting the cou-
ple’s simple lifestyle, Shuvoo is
dressedinacheckeredlungiand
whitebanianwhileTishaiswear-
inganoff-whitehandloomsari.
“(Rahman) is almost like a

protagonist of a Shakespearean
tragedy. He was a man who
lovedhis country toomuch.He
alsotrustedhiscountrymentoo
much.Inspiteofmultiplewarn-
ings, he never believed in in-
creasing his personal security,”

says Benegal, while referring to
Rahman’s assassination on
August 15, 1975 in a military
coup.
Rahman’s wife, three sons,

and several other members of
his familywerealsokilledinthe
attack. His daughters, Sheikh
HasinaandSheikhRehana, sur-

vived as they were in West
Germany at that time. Sheikh
Hasina is now the Prime
Ministerof Bangladesh.
“Bangabandhuwon’t be fol-

lowinghislifechronologically. It
will touch upon certain turning
pointsandaspectsofhislifethat
madeMujibur Rahmanwhohe
was...Whilemaking a biopic of
a popular figure, one has to be
carefulaboutnotfallingintothe
areaofhagiography.Atthesame
time,youshouldnotbecometoo
critical of the subject,” says
Benegal, adding that themovie
willgobeyondthe“publicimage
ofaleader”andofferglimpsesof
hisprivate life.
Following his acclaimed de-

but with “Ankur” in 1973,
Benegal has made several
award-winningmoviessuchas
“Nishant” (1975), “Bhumika”
(1977), “Junoon” (1979),
“Mandi” (1983), “Sardari
Begum”(1996)and“Zubeidaa”
(2001). He has also directed

biopics such as “TheMaking of
the Mahatma” (1996) and
“Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose:
The Forgotten Hero” (2005).
For“Bangabandhu”,Benegal

was clear about making the
movie in Bengali. “That’s why I
chosetocastBangladeshiactors
inmain roles. Though theorigi-
nalscriptwrittenbyShamaZaidi
and Atul Tiwari was in English,
wehavewriterswhoadapted it
inBengaliandbroughtinthelo-
cal idiom,”hesays.
The legendary director and

his team visited Bangladesh,
wheremostof themoviewasto
beshotoriginallybeforethepan-
demic arrived. Zaidi and Tiwari
alsometRahman’sfamilymem-
bers and associates, and visited

different locations linked to the
leader.Nearlytwoyearslater,the
set in Film City by Nitish Roy
recreatesthefeelof1970sDhaka
ingreatdetail.Thelivingroomin
Dhanmondi 32 has beautiful
cane furniturewhile the coffee
tablesportsacrochetcover.Kept
in a corner is a TV enclosed in a
wooden boxwith a vase of red
rosesontop.
Aftera lunchbreak, theunit

rearranges the lights for the
next scene. The cameramoves
to the bedroom where the
Bangladeshi leader is relaxing
withhiswifeandHasina. Inone
corner is a study table with
neatlyarrangedinkpots, letters,
and a bunch of books by
Rabindranath Tagore.
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E-TENDER NOTICE No.B-1/010F 2020-21.
Sealed Online Tenders (E-Tender) in 'B-1' Format for the following work is invited by the Executive
Engineer, Latur Minor Irrigation Division, Latur from the Competent Contractors. The blank tender forms
shall be downloaded from the Government of Maharashtra website https://mahatenders.gov.in. The
Executive Engineer, Latur Minor Irrigation Division, Latur reserves right to accept or reject the tender.
Conditional tender will not be accepted.
Name of Work : Construction of Labyrinth Waste weir of Borsuri Storage Tank Ta.Nilanga Dist. Latur
Amount Put to Tender : 299.52 Lakh
E-Tender available Period: 9/03/2021To 15/03/2021.
E-Tender Opening Date: 17/03/2021.
All Information about E-Tender is available at:
1) Website https://mahatenders.gov.in
(Change if any in this tender notice will be notified on the website.)
2) Notice board in the Office of Executive Engineer, Latur Minor Irrigation Division, Latur.

Lr.No.LMID/AB-2/672 Date : 04/03/2021 Sd/-
Office of the Executive Engineer, Executive Engineer Latur
Latur Minor Irrigation Division, Latur

Minor Irrigation Division
dgipr/2020-21/2807 Latur

PRESS NOTICE
GODAVARI MARATHAWADA IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION, AURANGABAD
CHIEF ENGINEER (WR) WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, AURANGABAD
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER BEED IRRIGATION PROJECT CIRCLE, PARALI (V)

Office of The Executive Engineer,
Address : Executive Engineer, Latur Minor Irrigation Division, Latur,

SinchanBhavan, Old Ausa Road, Latur - 413512.
E-Mail Id :eemid.laturwrd@maharashtra.gov.in Ph. No. (02382) 200927

Public Notice
NOTICE is hereby given to the Public at large that, Mr.

Vilaskumar also known as Vilaschandra Chandanmal Gandhi has
informed and assured my Client that, he is holding FSI Credit of
42,623 sq. mtrs. out of the Total FSI Credit of 58,388 sq. mtrs.
under the Development Right Certificate (DRC) bearing No. 5301
issued by the Pune Municipal Corporation in his favour on
26/02/2018. The Pune Municipal Corporation has also issued
DRC No.5712, to and in favour of Mr. Vilaskumar Chandanmal
Gandhi on 30.09.2020, being the Supplementary to the said DRC
No. 5301, wherefrom some portion of TDR has been sold/ trans-
ferred by the said Mr. Vilaskumar Gandhi to various purchasers

It has been further informed that the said FSI credit has
been granted in lieu of transfer and handing over of the Land
admeasuring 26540 sq. mtrs. bearing Survey No. 12, Hissa No.
1C, having corresponding Old Survey No. 12/1/1+1/2 B situate,
lying and being at Village Kharadi, Tal : Haveli, District Pune
(“Said Land”), being the land falling under 30 mtrs. wide D.P.
Road and reservation of Play Ground (PG-58) as per
Development Plan for the City of Pune currently in force.

Mr. Vilaskumar Chandanmal Gandhi is negotiating with
my client for sale of TDR admeasuring 5475 sq. mtrs. equivalent
to 58932.9 sq. ft. (“said TDR”) out of such balance TDR as stat-
ed aforesaid from the said Development Right Certificate bearing
No. 5712 and has further assured my client that the said TDR and
the said Land are free, clear and marketable and that there are no
outstanding encumbrances on or in respect thereof.

In the above circumstances, all persons having any
claim, right, title or interest in respect of the said TDR admeasur-
ing 5475 sq. mtrs. as referred hereinabove and/ or pertaining to
the said Land described hereinabove and/or any of them or any
part thereof by way of sale, gift, lease, tenancy, license, exchange,
partition, mortgage, charge, lien, inheritance, trust, maintenance,
possession, easement, agreement or otherwise howsoever are
hereby required to make the same known in writing to the under-
signed at the address given below within Seven days from the
publication hereof, failing which it shall be presumed that there is
no such claim and the same, if any, shall be considered to be
waived and my client will accordingly proceed with the intended
transaction.
Dated this __day of March, 2021.

Adv. Manisha Sameer Chitnis
“Nyati Unitree”, East Wing, 7th
Floor, Survey No. 103/129, Plot
B+C, CTS No. 1995 +CTS No.
1996B, Yerwada, Pune Nagar
Road, Pune – 411 006
Mobile:- 9881908241
Email:- manishachit@gmail.com

On her birthday,
13-year-old girl
found dead;
suicide suspected

LALMANIVERMA&LIZ
MATHEW
DEHRADUN,NEWDELHI,
MARCH8

SIMMERINGDISQUIETwithinthe
rulingBJPinUttarakhandhassur-
faced once again with Chief
Minister Trivendra SinghRawat
cancelling his scheduled pro-
grammesforMondayandleaving
forDelhitomeettoppartyleaders,
triggeringspeculationofachange
instateleadership.
BJP sources told The Indian

Express thatRawatwas called to
meetJPNaddaathisresidencein
theeveningaftertheBJPpresident
heldtworoundsofmeetingswith
UnionHomeMinister AmitShah,
theparty’snationalgeneralsecre-
tary(organisation)BLSantoshand
general secretary in charge of
UttarakhandDushyantGautam.
“Currently, thenames in the

race to replace Rawat are Ajay
Bhatt,DhanSinghRawatandAnil
Baluni. But a final decisionon re-
placing Rawatwill be taken by
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,”
saidsources.Adecisionwillbean-
nouncedafter a legislatureparty
meeting,whichislikelytobeheld
Tuesday,theysaid.
The party sources said that

Rawat tried to call some of the
party’sMLAstothenationalcapi-
taltomeetthecentralleadership.
Buthewasaskednot toorganise
“anyshowofstrength”andthata
meeting ofMLAs could be con-
vened in the state capital. Rawat
alsometBaluniMondayevening.
State BJP sources said some

MLAs and factions in the party
haveconveyedtheirdissatisfaction
with the functioning of Rawat’s
governmenttothecentralleader-
ship and the RSS. SeniorMLAs
havealsobeendemandingtheex-
pansionoftheStateCabinetwhere
threeberthshavebeen lyingva-
cantfortwoyears.
“Thereisunrestamongamajor

sectionofpartyfunctionariesand
MLAs.Theyarecomplaining that
officers indistrictsarenotpaying
heed to their recommendations.
Theyarefeelingignored.Inthissit-
uation, winning the next
Assemblyelectioncouldbeachal-
lenge,”anRSSfunctionarysaid.
“Itisbeingexploredifdamage

control can be done by holding
meetings of theMLAswith the
CM.Achangeof leadership is the
lastoption,”thefunctionarysaid.
Rawat’s visit toDelhi comes

withjust10daystogoforhisgov-
ernment to complete four years,
and twodays after BJP national
vice-presidentRamanSinghheld
ameetingoftheparty’sstatecore
committeeinDehradunasan“ob-
server” and spoke tomembers
separately.RamanSinghhadalso
visited theRSSoffice toget feed-
backon the situation. “Our feed-
backhasbeengiven.Nowitisupto
theBJP leadership to takea call,”
theRSSfunctionarysaid.
Followingthecorecommittee

meeting,BJPstatepresidentBansi
DharBhagathad rejected specu-
lationof a change in leadership.
“These rumours are only in the
media, not in theparty. The core
committeemeetingwascalledto
discusshowtocelebratethecom-
pletionof fouryearsof theRawat
government onMarch 18, and
how to take the government’s
achievements to the people,”
Bhagathadsaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A 13-YEAR-OLD girl was found
deadonMarch6atherresidence
in Shivari village in Purandar
talukaofPunedistrict.
According to police, the girl

diedby suicide, but nonotewas
recovered.Policesaidanacciden-
tal death report was lodged at
Jejuri police station and aprobe
wasontoascertainthecausebe-
hindherdeath.
ThegirlwasastudentofClass

VIIatalocalschool,anditwasher
birthday aswell onMarch6, po-
lice said. When her father re-
turnedhomefromthefarminthe
evening, he found her hanging,
theyadded.Policefurthersaidher
familyrushedhertoahospital,but
shewaspronounceddead.Police
wereinformedabouttheincident
andateamfromJejuripolicesta-
tionstartedaprobeintothecase.

FilmmakerShyamBenegalonthesetsofBangabandhuat
FilmCity inMumbai.AmitChakravarty

Ahead of Modi visit, Mujib’s Dhaka comes alive inside Mumbai studioDisquiet in
Uttarakhand
BJP, CM
Rawat reaches
Delhi, meets
party chief

Pune
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PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,MARCH7

IN A first-of-its-kind initiative,
the Maharashtra government
has announced a fund to fight,
what it called, the spread of
pseudoscience. During his
budget speech on Monday,
DeputyChiefMinisterAjitPawar
earmarkedRs300crore for cre-
ating this fund aimed at “incul-
cating a scientific temper in the
futuregenerationof thestate”.
“At a time when pseudo-

science is being deliberately
spread, it isourresponsibility to
inculcate a scientific temper in
thefuturegenerationofprogres-
siveMaharashtra.Accordingly,a

state-of-the-art Rajiv Gandhi
Science and Technology Park
will be set up in each revenue
headquarters district. It is ex-
pected to cost Rs 50 crore each
and a total of Rs 300 crore,”
Pawarsaidinhisbudgetspeech.
Thedetailsof thescienceand

technology parks are still to be
announced.Butthefactthatthe
government committed some
fundstospreadscientifictemper
was welcomed by rationalist
groups.HamidDabholkar,sonof
murdered rationalist Narendra
Dabholkar,whonowrunshisfa-
ther’sAndhashraddhaNirmulan
Samitee (ANIS), said even edu-
catedpeople,whootherwisedo
not believe in superstitions, are
sometimes found propagating
pseudoscience.

Dabholkar said prior to the
budgetannouncement,hisorgan-
isationhadheldseveralmeetings
withseniorofficialsinthedepart-
mentsofsocialjustice,education,
and tribal development to urge
themtotakesteps toensure that
institutionsunderthemworkto-
wards inculcatingscientific tem-
peramongstthepublic.
MilindDeshmukh,whoalso

works for ANIS, said his organi-
sation hadworkedwith Pune-
basedDr BabasahebAmbedkar
Research and Training Institute
(BARTI) to formalise ways in
which this objective could be
achieved.
“ANISandBARTIwouldsoon

come upwith a curriculum in
thisregard,”DeshmukhtoldThe
IndianExpress.

Welcoming the announce-
ment, Deshmukh said the sci-
enceandtechnologyparksmust
worktowardsmaking“science-
based evaluations” of all the
claims that are oftenmade. “In
short, these parks should be-
comelaboratorieswherepeople
wouldbeencouragedtotakeup
scientific studies of thedubious
claimsthatarespreadunderthe
nameof science,”hesaid.
ANIS has recently published

a book detailing the spread and
extent of pseudoscience in
Maharashtra. This, Hamid
Dabholkar said, was be the first
ever book published in the this
field. He also appealed to the
state government to similar
steps to popularise the anti-su-
perstitionbill in thestate.

Maharashtra announces fund
for fighting pseudoscience

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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IN Amajor boost to road infra-
structureandpublictransportin
Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad,
theMaharashtragovernment,in
its state budget tabled in the
Assembly on Monday, an-
nounced its plan to implement
the Rs 26,000-crore Ring Road
project for the district and allo-
cated Rs 302.19 crore for the
PuneMetroproject.
The state government had

been planning to construct a
Ring Road in the district that
wouldenablevehicles fromdif-
ferent parts of the state to pass
through the citywithout enter-
ing its arterial roads, thus help-
ing reduce traffic congestion.
Deputy Chief Minister and
FinanceMinister Ajit Pawar, in
his budget speech onMonday,
said land acquisition for the
mega road project “will begin
thisyear”.
In January, the state govern-

ment had approved land acqui-
sition for the 170-km ring road
project, to be implemented by
the Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation
(MSRDC).Theprojectwouldre-
quire acquisition of 2,300
hectaresof land.
The Maharashtra govern-

mentalsogaveapushtotheon-
goingPuneMetroproject,being
implemented by the
Maharashtra Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd (Maha-Metro).
It allocated Rs 302.19 crore for
the PuneMetro project, along
withRs188.95crore forNagpur
Phase-IMetroproject.
ThePuneMetrorailserviceis

likely to start its operation in a
few stretches of the two routes
— Swargate to Pimpri
Chinchwad and Vanaz to
Ramwadi — soon. The detailed
project report for the proposed
extension of the route is also
likely tobe finalised inthecom-
ingyear.

PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,MARCH8

AS 16 of the 43ministers in the
Maharashtracabinethavedirect
links with the sugar sector, it
doesnotcomeasasurprisethat
the state government has ear-
marked Rs 40 crore for the de-
velopment of a sugarmuseum
in Pune. The museum is ex-
pected to be constructed at the
SakharSankul.
The ideaof a sugarmuseum

was first mooted by Sugar
CommissionerShekharGaikwad
during the annual general body
meeting of the Pune-based
Vasantdada Sugar Institute. The
museumwould highlight the
history and social impact of the
sector in thehistoryof the state.
Other than sugar, the industry
alsohas links topower(through

cogeneration)andfuel (through
production of ethanol), and the
museumwould highlight the
same. The need to set up such a
museum was felt as several
members of younger genera-
tionsareunawareoftherealities
of thesectorwhichhadplayeda
pivotal role in the formation of
Maharashtra.
Sugar and politics in

Maharashtra have always been
intertwined, with ruling politi-
ciansalwayshavingstronglinks
with the sector. Cooperative
sugarmills has been the breed-
ing ground for political leader-
ships, withmany sugar barons
becomingsuccessfulpoliticians
aswell. Traditionally, the sugar
barons have supported the
CongressandNCP. Thefiveyears
of theBJP-ledgovernmentinthe
state, from 2014 to 2019, had
seensupportforthesectorwan-
ing, but that had not stopped

many of the barons joining BJP
aheadof thegeneral elections.
While sugarmuseums have

already been set up in some
countries, like Mauritius and
Germany, the proposed mu-
seum in Pune would be the
largest in terms of the concept
andtopics itwill cover.
Other than the sugar mu-

seum, Pune district would also
seeinfusionoffundsinpreserva-
tionof the templeof EkviraDevi
inKarleinMavaltaluka.Thestate
budgethasalsoannouncedfunds
for development of pilgrimage
sitesofLordBhimashankartem-
pleinAmbegaontalukaaswellas
for the temple of Shri Khandoba
inJejuri inPurandhartaluka.
The eight shrines dedicated

toLordGanesh,popularlycalled
as Ashtavinayak shrines, have
also found a mention in the
budget.Fiveofthesetemplesare
inPunedistrict.

DeputyChiefMinisterandMaharashtraFinanceMinister
AjitPawarpresentedthestate’sRs3,79,213-croreBudget
fortheupcomingyear.AlsotheGuardianMinisterforPune,
Pawarmentionedthecity23timesduringhisspeech
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INHISfirst-everTwitterLivewith
local residents, Pune Police
Commissioner AmitabhGupta
faced a rangeof questions, from
childrenbeingluredtowardscrim-
inal gangs topleas of help about
unrequitedlove.
In amovemeant to develop

trust among residents about the
policedepartment,Gupta inter-
actedwithpeoplethroughTwitter
Livebetween1pmand2.15pmon
MondayfromtheTwitterhandle
ofthePunepolicecommissioner.
Asperapressreleaseissuedby

thepolice, asmanyas14,78,377
persons responded to theevent.
About150citizensaskedvarious
questionsand200peopletweeted

duringtheinteraction.
Therewere questions about

participation of children in
crimes,cybercrimes,trafficprob-
lems and other issues. Gupta
replied to about 30 questions
throughTwitter.Alocalresident
raisedconcernaboutgrowingat-
traction among children about
bhais or dons (gangsters) and
sought solutions for preventing
it.Guptasaidsocialmediaaswell
as their surroundings played a
majorrole inattractingstudents
and minor children towards

criminalactivities.Hesaiditwas
important for parents, schools
and colleges to keep awatch on
children and create awareness
amongthemagainstcrimes.
Another student asked, “Sir,

my crush stays at Balaji Nagar.
Yesterday, I proposed toher but
she said no...we are only good
friends,kuchkarwado sir (please
do something)”. To this, Gupta
replied, “Unfortunately,without
herconsentevenwecannotbeof
anyhelp.Norshouldyoudoany-
thing against herwill. And if she
doesagreesomeday,youhaveour
bestwishesandblessings.”
Gupta said thiswas his first

ever Twitter Live and “it was a
fruitful interaction”. “Ihope todo
more of it in times to come.
Together,let'sworktowardsabet-
terPuneforall,”hetweeted.
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COINCIDINGWITHcelebrations
tomark InternationalWomen's
Day on Monday, Assistant
Commissioner of Police (ACP)
SushmaChavanwas appointed
in-charge of the Swargate
DivisionofPuneCityonMonday.
Chavan, who was also the

firstwomanofficertohavecom-
pletedfulltermasin-chargeofa
police station in Pune city from
2010 to 2012, is a President's
PoliceMedalawardee.
Recruitedinpoliceserviceasa

sub-inspector in 1987, ACP
Chavanhasservedinvariousroles
in her career, including those at
sensitive police stations, State
Intelligence Department,
Criminal Investigation

DepartmentandAnti-Corruption
Bureau, among others. She has
servedinPune,MumbaiandNavi
Mumbaiatvariouspositions.
Chavan's appointment as in-

charge of the SwargateDivision
of Pune City Police was an-
nouncedbyPoliceCommissioner
AmitabhGuptaonMonday.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Chavan said, "It is cer-
tainlyaspecialfeeling.Thelead-
ershipandPoliceCommissioner
Amitabh Gupta sir have shown
faith inme. It is nowmy turn to
prove themright."
Chavan was awarded the

MaharashtraDirectorGeneralof
Police's Insignia in 2007 and the
President's Police Medal for
Exemplary Service in 2010. She
has received as many as 475
awards during her career span-
ningcloseto34years.

ALIFIYAKHAN
PUNE,MARCH8

FOUR DAYS after children of
wastepickersinthecityinitiated
a campaign and demanded a
hikeintheirscholarshipamount
from Rs 1,850 to Rs 3,000 per
year—whichhasbeenpending
forseveralyearsnow—thestate
on Monday issued a
government resolution (GR) in
this regard and sanctioned the
increase inscholarship.
On the occasion of

InternationalWastePickers'Day
onMarch2,TheIndianExpresshad
reportedaboutacampaignstarted
byPune-basedNGOKagadKach
Patra Kashtakari Panchayat

(KKPKP)thatdemandedincreased
scholarshipsgrantedtochildrenof
wastepickers.
All children ofwaste pickers

are eligible under the centrally-
sponsored pre-matric scholar-
ship of the childrenof those en-
gaged in occupation involving

cleaningandpronetohealthhaz-
ards. In 2018, theUniongovern-
menthadannouncedanincrease
intheamountfromRs1,850toRs
3,000peryear.However,thestate
government had not imple-
mented the change, even three
yearsaftertheCentreannounced
therevision.
After constant reminders

failed, itwas inMarch lastyear—
justbeforethelockdown—when
stateministersDhananjayMunde
andDeputy Chairperson of the
LegislativeCouncilNeelamGorhe,
amongothers,agreedtodisburse
theincreasedscholarshipamount.
"But then the lockdown took

place and everythingwas sus-
pended.Wearehappythattheef-
fortsandthefollow-upsbyvolun-

teersandstudents finallypaidoff
andthescholarshipamountisbe-
ingrevised.Thewastepickerswill
beveryhappy;thisisprobablythe
bestwomen's daygift theyhave
received," saidAdityaVyas, avol-
unteeratKKPKP.
There are at least 1,500 chil-

drenofwaste pickers in the city
whoarebeneficiariesoftheschol-
arshipscheme.Theyhadstarteda
socialmediacampaignonMarch
2toremindtheministerstokeep
theirpromiseofincreasingtheed-
ucational assistanceprovided to
childrenofcleaningworkers.
Thechildrenmailedpostcards

to theministers, besides rallying
withpostersandraisingslogansto
create awareness around the
cleaningoccupations'scheme.
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MATERIALWASthebackboneof
themanufacturingsector in the
country, and India's electronics
manufacturinghadgrownfrom
Rs1.90lakhcroretoRs5.33lakh
croreinrecentyears,saidSanjay
Dhotre, Minister of State for
Education, Communications,
Electronicsand IT, onMonday.
Dhotrewasdeliveringthein-

auguraladdressorganisedatan
event tomark the30th founda-
tion day of city-headquartered
Centre for Materials for
ElectronicsTechnology(C-MET),
which operates underMinistry
of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY).
"In2014-2015,themanufac-

turing of mobile phones was
worthRs6crore,whichin2019-
2020 grew to Rs 33 crore. From
contributing approximately 1.3
per cent in 2012, the share of
mobile phonemanufacturing
hasincreasedto3.6percentdur-
ing2019-2020. This growthhas
openedemployability for thou-
sands,"Dhotre said.
With theCentrepushing for

Aatmanirbhar Bharat in all sec-
tors, the country needed to be
greatly involved in materials
technology, said Vijay Bhatkar,
Vice-Chancellor, Nalanda
University.
"In thepast, Indiadidnotdo

significantresearchonelectron-
ics hardware, which is entirely
dependentuponmaterialstech-
nology," said Bhatkar, who led
India's supercomputer pro-
grammein the1990s.
NITI Aayog member V K

Saraswat too stressed on the
urgent requirement of devel-

oping technology to develop
materials within India and cut
down imports.
"Weneed focused efforts to

develop technology for produc-
ing functionalmaterials. It has
been observed that whenever
thereisaneedforsomematerial,
India imports it. It is high time
thatIndiadevelopstechnologyto
manufacturesomematerialslike
siliconwafer,multicrystallinesil-
icon,siliconoxide,"Saraswatsaid.
To mark International

Women's Day, Jyoti Arora, spe-
cial secretary and financial ad-
viser,MeitY,highlightedtheim-
portance of sustained support
forwomentopursueSTEM(sci-
ence, technology, engineering
andmathematics) asacareer.
"In India, the number of

womentakinguphighereduca-
tionordoctoral studies inSTEM
remainsmeagre. Though there
are many reasons, women in
leadership roles, too, are few,"
said Arora, who urged NITI
Aayog and the Department of
Science andTechnology to con-
tinue women-centric pro-
grammesforscientistswhohad
takenacareerbreakduetofam-
ilyresponsibilitiesormaternity.
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PUNECITYpolicehavearrested
a domestic help for allegedly
committing theft of valuables
andcashworthRs14.94 lakhat
the residence of her employer
inHadapsar area of the city.
The accusedwas identified

asBangarevvaChandramHarale
(49),anativeofKarnataka.Vijay
RajanFarate(33),abusinessman
residing inarowhouseatAmar
Nagari in Hadapsar, lodged the
FIR in this case atHadapsar po-
lice station.
Asper a press release issued

bypoliceonMonday, stolengold
anddiamondornamentsandcash
worthRs14,93,500were recov-
eredfromtheaccusedwoman.
As per the FIR, the com-

plainant had gone to
DeenanathMangeshkarhospi-
tal with his parents between 1
pm and 4:30 pm on March 5.
Duringthisperiod,goldanddi-
amondornamentsandcash,all
worth Rs 14,84,500, were al-
legedly stolen from his house.
Faratethenapproachedthepo-
lice and raised doubts about
Harale,whoworksasadomes-
tic helper at their house.
Subsequently, senior Police

InspectorBalkrishnaKadamini-
tiated a probe into the case. A
teamledbyPoliceSub-Inspector
SaurabhManestartedtolookfor
thesuspect.
Following information ob-

tained by policemen Nikhil
PawarandPrashantTonpeofthe
detectionbranch,copslaidatrap
and arrested Harale near
Ravidarshan in Hadapsar on
Monday.Shewasbookedunder
section381(theft)of the Indian
PenalCode.

Rs 40 cr for sugar museum that will
chronicle history, impact of sector

Budget
gives major
push to
Ring Road,
Pune Metro
projects

From criminal gangs to crushes, Pune
top cop answers queries on Twitter Live

RS 302 CRORE FOR PUNE METRO
ConstructionworkunderwayforaMetrorouteontheMuthariverside,nearDeccan inPune.ArulHorizon

CENTRE’S PRE-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME

After social media campaign & reminders from waste
pickers’ children to govt, scholarship amount hiked

ACP Sushma Chavan appointed
in-charge of Swargate Division

Domestic help
arrested ‘for
stealing
ornaments, cash
worth Rs 14.9 L’

ThecampaignwasstartedbyPune-basedNGOKagadKach
PatraKashtakariPanchayat (KKPKP). Express

■ Implementationof RingRoad
project.Thetotalcostofthe
project isRs26,000crore.

■`40croreforasugar
museumtobesetupatSakhar
Sankul inShivajinagararea.The
museumwillprovide
informationondevelopmentof
thesugarandancillary
industries inthestate

■`28.22crorefor
constructionof livingquarters
forClassIVemployeesof
SassoonGeneralHospital.The
associatedBJMedicalCollege
tobegivendeemeduniversity
status.

■Astate-of-the-artbio-safety
laboratorytobesetupto
conductresearchondiseases

likebirdflu.Atrainingcentrefor
staffoftheFoodandDrug
Administration,aswellas
pharmacists,tobesetupat
Moshi,Pune.Thecentrewould
provideadvancedtrainingon
thelegalprovisionsrelatedto
foodanddrugsafety.

■`6,695croreforconstruction
oftwo-and-a-halfkilometresof
underpasses,andtwobridgesof
two-kmlength.Theseprojects

aretobecompletedby
Decembernextyear.

■AnAshtavinayakTemple
DevelopmentFundistobe
created.Thefundwillprovide
financialgrantsfor
developmentofeight important
Ganapatishrinesspreadinthe
districtsofPune,Raigadand
Ahmednagar.Fiveofthese
templesare inPune,twoin
RaigadandoneinAhmednagar.

■Megaelectricvehicle
chargingpointstobe
constructedonPune-Mumbai
Expressway, likethoseon
Nagpur-MumbaiandMumbai-
Nashikhighways,tofacilitate
theuseofenvironment-friendly
electricvehicles.

BUDGET ANNOUNCEMENTS FORPUNE

Pune-Nashiksemi-highspeedtrain,which
will runatspeedof200kmph, is
alsobeingpursued.Theexpectedcost
oftheproject isRs16,039crore.

Technicalandfinancial
reportsforthedevelopment
ofaninternationalairport in
Purandarare inprogress.

Pune

Mumbai

MAHARASHTRABUDGETHIGHLIGHTS

Fromcontributing
approximately 1.3%

in2012, the share of
mobile phone
manufacturinghas
increased to3.6%during
2019-2020.This growth
has openedemployability
for thousands”

—SANJAYDHOTRE
MoSFORELECTRONICSAND IT

India must develop
tech to indigenously
manufacture electronic
material, says MoS

PunePolice
CommissionerAmitabh
Gupta said“itwasa
fruitfulinteraction”

Pune
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THEMAHA VIKAS Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment onMonday announced that farmers
would be given interest-free crop loans up
toRs3lakh.Over35lakhfarmersarelikelyto
benefit from the scheme thatwill increase
the financial burdenon the stateexchequer
byaroundRs1,200crore.Presentingthestate
Budget in the Legislative Assembly, Deputy
Chief Minister and Finance Minister Ajit
Pawarsaidthatin2020-21,despitethedeficit
growth in the industry and services sector,
agriculture and allied sectors grew by 11.7
per cent. Theagricultural sectorhadhelped
thestate's economytorecover,headded.
“Paying interest oncrop loanswasoften

a problem for farmers. Keeping in view the
objective to free farmers from interest bur-
den and preventing them from turning de-
faulter, thegovernmenthasdecided topro-
vide zero per cent interest loans to farmers
whotakecroploansuptoRs3lakhandrepay
itontime.Theamountoftheinterestoncrop
loanwillbepaidbythegovernment.There-
quiredfundswillbeprovidedbythegovern-
ment,” saidPawar inhisBudget speech.
Headdedthattheinterest-freecroploan

schemewouldstart fromthisKharif season.
Theexistingschemeofprovidingconcessions
in interest on crop loans is being converted
intointerest-freecroploanscheme,headded.
PawaralsoannouncedRs2,000crorealloca-
tion for strengthening agricultural produce
market committees (APMCs). “The APMCs
lack basic facilities for farmers, who bring
theirproducethereforsale.So,itisimperative
toprovidethese facilities,”headded.
In his speech, Pawar highlighted that to

prevent farmer suicides, theMVA govern-
ment had implemented the Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule farmer loanwaiver scheme.
Under the scheme, an amount of Rs 19,929
crore has been credited to the accounts of
31.23lakhfarmers.“Italsopavedthewayfor
farmers to get new loans. In 2019-20, crop
loansamountingtoRs28,604croreweredis-
bursed, after debt relief, loans worth Rs

42,433croreweredisbursed in2020-21.”
However, theMVA government did not

make any announcement about giving Rs
50,000 as incentive to farmers who repay
their loans on time and a one-time settle-
mentoptionforthosehavingloansaboveRs
2 lakh. “Wehadpromised togiveRs50,000
tofarmerswhorepaytheirloansontimeand
theone-timesettlementoption.Wehavenot
moved away from this promise. If the eco-
nomic situation restores in future, the chief
minister is of the view to consider these
promises,” saidPawar.
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THE COVID-19 pandemic has drawn the
Maharashtra’s government focus towards
improving hospital infrastructure and in-
fectiouscare treatment,withthestategov-
ernment announcing a post-Covid care
centre ineverydistrictandthesettingupof
a model infectious disease hospital in
Aundhdistrict hospital inBudget 2021-22
onMonday.
With thousands suffering from ‘long

Covid’,aterminologyforrecoveredpatients
suffering frommental trauma and contin-
ued physical weakness, the state govern-
ment plans to establish a post-Covid coun-
sellingandtreatmentcentreineverydistrict
hospitalandmedicalcollege.Currentlysev-
eralgovernmenthospitalstreatsuchrecov-
eredcases in theirnormalOPD.
The overall Budget for health has risen

by 10.25 per cent from the previous year’s
Budget estimates. Budget estimates for
2020-21wereRs17,288crore. This time, it
is Rs 19,061 crore, an increase of Rs 1,773
crore, for health and medical education.
The state government has allocated Rs
2,961 crore for public health schemes and
Rs 1,517 crore for schemes under medical
education department.
At least 11 government nursing schools

attached to medical colleges will be con-
verted into nursing colleges to prepare
nurses in management of infectious dis-
eases.DeputyChiefMinisterAjitPawarsaid
therewas a need for radical changes in the
curriculum related to paramedical patient
careandtogivepriorityandencouragement
tobranchesrelatedtonursing.Thestategov-
ernmentannouncedRs7,500croreforcon-
struction and upgradation of health infra-
structure like primary health centres,
psychiatrichospitals, traumacarecentresin
thenext fouryears.
Newgovernmentmedicalcollegeshave

been announced for Sindhudurg,
Osmanabad, Nashik, Raigad, Satara,

Amravati andParbhani.At least3,190med-
ical seats will be increased acrossmedical
colleges, thiswill include1,990undergrad-
uate seats, 1,000 post-graduate seats and
200 for super-specialty.
Tofurtherexpandtheurbanhealthmis-

sion, Rs 800 crore has been budgeted this
year to improve health care in municipal
corporations andnagar parishads. Total of
Rs5,000crorehasbeenallocated forurban
healthcare for the next five years. A sepa-
rate post for Director, Urban Health, has
been created to tackle dispensaries and
health posts in cities and towns under
National HealthMission.
Stateofficials saidthe infectiousdisease

centre inAundhdistrict hospitalwouldbe
adedicated facility to tackle infectiousdis-
eases likeCovid-19,H1N1.This facilitywill
be followed by smaller centres under its
umbrella at district levels to provide a
ready infrastructure whenever a disease
outbreak happens.
Thestategovernmentis furtherexpand-

ingitsprogramfornon-communicabledis-
easeswith 150hospitals across the state to

diagnose cancer, and eight cath labs for
emergency angiography procedures for
heartpatients.
Following the Bhandara fire incident in

January, which killed 10 babies, the state
governmenthasdecidedtoinstall firesafety
systeminallgovernmenthospitals.Stateof-
ficials said they have received proposals
worthRs800-900croreforfiresafetyequip-
mentbyvariousdistricts.
FollowingtheBudgetspeech,healthex-

perts flaggedthestategovernment’s inten-
tiontoinvolvepublicprivatepartnershipin
medical colleges. The government has an-
nouncednewmedical collegeswillbecon-
structedormaintainedonPPPmodel.
“Governmentmust investmore inpub-

lic infrastructure instead of relying on pri-
vate players. If we compare revised Budget
estimatesfor2020-21andthisyear’sBudget
estimateandfactorfundsrequiredforCovid,
the budget for health is slightly less,” said
Ravi Duggal, attached with Jan Swasthya
Abhiyan. This year’s budget estimate is Rs
477 crore less than revised estimates for
2020-21.
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THEOPPOSITION lashedoutat the stategov-
ernment fornot reducing "a single rupee"on
state taxes ondiesel andpetrol, and said the
Budget had disappointed farmers, youths,
womenandbackwardclasses.
“Rulingpartymembersusedtocarryplac-

ardsonpetrolanddieselpriceseveryday,but
thestatedidnotreduceasinglerupeefromits
taxes on the fuel prices,” said Devendra
Fadnavis,LeaderofOppositionintheAssembly,
referring to the Shiv Sena's recent protests
againsttheCentreforthehighfuelprices.
Fadnavis also said that no provision had

beenmade in the Budget for an incentive
schemeor one-time settlement scheme for
farmers who pay their loans regularly.
“Around45percentofthefarmershavebeen
deprivedofthefarmloanwaiverscheme.This
proves that the farm loan waiver of the
Thackeray government is a deceptive loan

waiverscheme,”hesaid.
TheOppositionleaderfurthersaidthatcrop

loansup toRs3 lakhat zeroper cent interest
ratewouldnotbenefit 80per centof farmers

inthestate.“Becausethesefarmershavingnon-
irrigated land never borrowmore than Rs
50,000 toRs1 lakh. So theannouncement is
fornamesake,”hesaid.
DeputyChiefMinisterandFinanceMinister

AjitPawaradmittedtherewerealotofexpec-
tationsbutpointed to the revenuedeficit for
not reducing state taxes on fuel. “Due to the
state’sfinancialposition,theexpectationscould
notbefulfilled.Thereisahugerevenuedeficit,
whichmaygoupfurther.ButtheCentreshould
havereduceditstaxesonfuel.Idoadmitthatwe
couldnotprovideanyconcessionon it,” said
Pawar.
He further said that the interest-free crop

loan schemewill benefit a large number of
farmersinthestate.
ChiefMinisterUddhavThackeraysaid the

Budgetwas a relief to all sections of society
whilefast-trackinginfrastructuredevelopment
inthestate.“Despitethechallengingsituation
due to the pandemic,we have presented a
Budgetgivingrelieftoallsectionsofsocietyand
willmovethestateforward,”saidThackeray.
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IN A move that could give impetus to
women's ownership of property, the state
government onMonday announced a con-
cessioninstampdutyforregisteringaprop-
erty solely in awoman's name. Ajit Pawar,
DeputyCMandFinanceMinister,announced
the concession under the Rajmata Jijau
Griha-SwaminiYojana.
“I propose concession in stampdutyof 1

percentovertheprevailingrateexclusivelyto
womenprovidedthe transferof houseprop-
ertyorregistrationofsaledeedisinthename
ofwomanorwomenonly,”saidPawar,adding
thattheconcessionwillbegivenfromApril1,
2021.Heclarifiedthatinajointownership,the
concessioninstampdutywouldnotbegiven
if there is aman as a joint ownerwith the
woman.“Bothshouldbewomen,”headded.
The governmentused the symbolismof

InternationalWomen's Day to announce a
slew of other schemes aimed atwomen in
theBudget.TheministerannouncedtheSant
JanabaiSocialSecurityandWelfareScheme

for women domestic workers, stating that
their condition has deteriorated during the
lockdown. “I am announcing a seed capital
ofRs250croreforthispurpose.Variouswel-
fare schemes will be implemented for
women domestic workers from this fund,”
headded.
Pawaralsoannouncedaschemefor free

travel for girl students in rural areas in the
name of social reformer Savitribai Phule.
“Thestatehastakenmanyprogressivesteps
for theeducationof girls. Education forgirls
till12thstandardisfree. Iamnowannounc-
ing a scheme for free travel of girl students
in rural areas, from their villages to schools
and colleges by the Maharashtra State
Transportbuses,”hesaid.
Headdedthatthestatewillprovide1,500

environment-friendlyCNGandhybridbuses
to the State Transport Corporation on apri-
ority basis. Besides, Pawar announced for-
mation of the first women battalion of the
StateReservePoliceForceinthecountry.“To
empowerwomen and children, it has been
decidedtoreserve3%fundsfromtheDistrict
Annual Plan. I believe that around Rs 300
crorewillbeavailableeveryyear,”headded.

Focus on post-Covid care centres,
ramping up medical infrastructure

Stamp duty concession for
property in women’s name
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KEEPINGANeyeonthelocalbodies'pollsnext
year, theMahaVikasAghadi governmenton
Mondayemphasisedonitsfocusonfast-track-
ing infrastructure projects in an attempt to
sendout amessage that it isworking for the
developmentof thestate.
Deputy Chief Minister and Finance

MinisterAjitPawar,inhisBudgetspeech,men-
tionedvariousprojectssuchasJalna-Nanded
expresswayconnector of Samrudhi corridor,
PuneringrouteandPune-Nashikrailwayproj-
ectaswellasseveralMetrolines.
Healsohighlighteddevelopmentprojects

inMumbaisuchas14Metrocorridors,coastal
road project, cycle tracks on
theeasternandwesternexpresshighwaysand
Bandra-Versova-Virarsealinkamongothers.
Whilenonewprojectswereannouncedin

the Budget, all projectsmentioned in the
speech are in various stages of completion.
Mentioning these projects assumes signifi-
canceas the localbodies, suchas inMumbai,
Thane,Pune,Pimpri-Chinchwad,Nagpurand
otherswill gopolls early next year. Elections
tothe10municipalcorporationsandover25
zilla parishads is viewed asmini Assembly
polls inpoliticalcircles.
Pawarfurthersaidthat3,30,842kmofna-

tional and statehighways, district roads and
ruralroadshavebeendeveloped.“Afinancial
developmentcorporationwillbesetupunder
thepublicworksdepartmenttoraisefundsfor
their timely improvementandregularmain-
tenance,”headded.

Opposition hits out at govt
for not reducing taxes on fuel

Salaries:
25

Capital
expenditure:
12

Otherrevenueexpenditure:24

Compensationto
localbodieson
accountofGST:
5

Repaymentofdebt:
10

Interestpayment:
9

Pension:
9

REVENUE EXPENDITURE

REVENUERECEIPTS

REVENUEDEFICIT
State'srevenuedeficithasbeen
shootingup. In2020-21, itwas
thehighestatRs46176cr

2017-18: Rs-2083cr

2018-19: Rs-11974cr

2019-20: Rs17116cr

2020-21: Rs46178cr

2021-22: Rs10226cr

MAHARASHTRA'S DEBT
STOCK OVER THE YEARS

Year Debtstock %toGSDP
2016-17 `364819cr 16.6

2017-18 `402402cr 17.10

2018-19 `407152cr 15.78

2019-20 `451114cr 16.01

2020-21 `538304cr 20.22

2021-22 `615170cr 20.64
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STATE SPENDS WELL OVER 60 PER CENT OF ITS REVENUES IN PAYING
SALARIES, PENSION TO EMPLOYEES AND SERVICING ITS MASSIVE DEBT.
Year RevenueReceipts Spendonsalary,pension, interest
2016-17 `204693cr `122367cr(59.78%)
2017-18 `243654cr `131959cr(54.16%)
2018-19 `278996cr `140772cr(50.46%)
2019-20 `283190cr `170447cr(60.19%)
2020-21 `289498cr `183731cr(63.47%)
2021-22 `368987cr `210368cr(57.01%)

FISCAL DEFICIT
Thegapbetweenthestate'stotal incomeand
expenditure issettoremainduetotheCovid-19economic
disruptions.Lastyear,thedeficitwasashighas87697cr.

2017-18: `23015cr
2018-19: `23015cr
2019-20: `53886cr
2020-21: `87697cr
2021-22: `66641cr

WHERE THE MONEY
COMES FROM

WHERE THE MONEY GOES

State'sowntax
revenue:50.3

Capital receipts:
23.79

Sharein
Central
taxes:
8.68

Grantsinaidfrom
centralgovernment:
11.73

State'sown
non-taxrevenue:
5.50

Subsidies:6

IN NUMBERS

SILVER LINING IN THECOVID CLOUD
■Newmedicalcolleges in7districts

■Post-covidcarecentres ineach
district

■GMCLatur togetnewOPDcosting
Rs72.29crore

■Staff quarters inSassoonHospital
costingRs28.2crore

■Ruralhospital inAtpadi tobe
upgradedintosub-districthospital

■ Fire fightingsysteminall
governmenthospitals

■Physiotherapyandoccupational
therapycolleges in17government
medicalcolleges

2020-21 2020-21 2021-22
BUDGETESTIMATE REVISEDESTIMATE BUDGETESTIMATE

Revenue 15,748.05crore 18,096.72crore 16,839.40crore

Capital 1540.4crore 1442.11crore 2220.77crore

Total 17288.4crore 19,538.8crore 19,061.8crore

Eye on local
bodies’ polls,
govt highlights
ongoing projects

INTEREST-FREECROPLOAN

35 lakh farmers to
benefit, scheme
to cost Rs 1,200 cr

Paying interest on crop loans
wasoften aproblem for

farmers. Keeping in view the
objective to free farmers from
interest burdenandpreventing
themfromturningdefaulter, the
governmenthasdecided toprovide
zeroper cent interest loans to
farmerswho take crop loansup to
Rs3 lakh and repay it on time...”
—AJITPAWAR
DEPUTYCHIEFMINISTERANDFINANCEMINISTER

MaharashtraChiefMinisterUddhavThackerayandministerAadityaThackeray
arriveatVidhanBhavanonMonday. Express

LeaderofOppositionDevendra
Fadnavisafterpresentationof the
Budget, inAssemblyonMonday.Express

AjitPawarafterpresentingtheBudget,
inMumbaionMonday. Express

OTHER STORIES

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MARCH8

HEARING A plea by former state Revenue
Minister Eknath Khadse against the
EnforcementDirectorate (ED), the Bombay
High Court onMonday asked the central
agencywhyitwasnecessarytoarresttheac-
cusedifhewascooperatingwiththeprobe.
The ED had registered an Enforcement

Case Information Report (ECIR) against
KhadselastOctoberinconnectionwithacase
relatedtoa2016landdeal inBhosari,Pune.
Adivisionbenchof JusticeSSShindeand

JusticeManishPitaleaskedwhyKhadse'sap-
prehensionofbeingarrestedwhilerespond-
ing to summons and "incriminating ques-
tions" was unfounded. The ED had sent a
notice to Khadse over the land deal in
December2020.
Khadse,who left the BJP to join theNCP

last October, appeared before the ED on
January 15 andwas questioned for over six
hours inconnectionwiththecase.
Thereafter,Khadsehadmovedacriminal

writpetitionbeforetheHCseekingquashing
of the ECIR and sought interim protection
fromcoercive action pending hearing of his
plea.Khadse'scounselhadsubmittedthathis
client has been cooperatingwith the central
agency andwould continue to do so, there-
forenoarrestbemadependinghearing.
The EDhad from time to time orally as-

suredtheHCthat itwouldnottakeanycoer-
civeactionagainstKhadsetillthenexthearing.
Senior counsel Aabad Ponda, representing
Khadse,saidduringanearlierhearingthathis
clienthadfiledthepleaashewasapprehen-
siveof beingarrested inconnectionwiththe
ECIR through "incriminating questions" be-
ingaskedbytheinvestigatingagency.Hesub-
mittedthatthoughKhadsewasnamedinthe
ECIR, the reportwasprepared in viewof the
earlierFIRregisteredagainstKhadseandoth-
ers inthelanddealcase.
Ponda submitted that his clientwas not

challengingtheECIRbutprayingforquashing
proceedingsarisingoutof it,which included
theearliersummonsissuedtohimalongwith
restraintonfuturesummons.
OnMonday, Ponda submitted that ED's

challengetothemaintainabilityofthepetition
wasnot valid as the summonsdidnotmen-
tion any scheduled offences against Khadse
andtherewasan"abuseofpower"byED.
PondaonbehalfofKhadsesaid,"I(Khadse)

maynotbeanaccusedinthecurrentproceed-
ings qua ECIR, but the subjectmatter in the
FIRandthenECIRissameandaskingmeques-
tionswhichwill implicateme in theFIR,will
beagainstmyrightsunderArticle20(3)ofthe
Constitution."AfterhearingKhadse'ssubmis-
sions,JusticeShindeaskedAdditionalSolicitor
General Anil Singh (representing the ED), "If
someone is ready to cooperate in that case,
why arrest is necessary is his (Khadse) con-
tention.Isheorishenotinanimminentthreat
ofarrest?Ifherefusestoanswer,willhenotbe
arrestedfornon-cooperation?"
Thebenchadded that apprehensionwas

against not givinghimanopportunity to re-
spondtotheproceedingsagainsthimandthe
samecouldbegiventohim(Khadse).TheHC
also said that as per past judgments, the ac-
cusedwas tobe informedof offencesbefore
arrestinghimorher.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Why is Khadse
arrest necessary if
he is cooperating,
HC asks ED

Pune
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A race to the bottom

Chinmay Tumbe

SonaldeDesai

Nativistlawwillnot‘MakeHaryanaGreatAgain’. Itsends
outbadsignalsinlabourmarket,sowsseedsofdivision

WORLD IS HER STAGE
Afterpandemic,publicspacesmustbereclaimedforbothmenandwomen

POLITICALRHETORICANDtheoccasionalvi-
olence against inter-statemigrantworkers
is nothing new in India. Starting from the
MulkirulesinNizam-ruledHyderabadinthe
late19thcenturythatfavouredlocalemploy-
ment to the anti-South Indianmovements
in Bombay in the 1960s (when thiswriter’s
family surnamewas changed to fit inwith
thelocals)tothe“sonsofthesoil”movement
in Assam and beyond, India haswitnessed
many instancesof subnationalnativism.
Thisnativismpeakedintimesofhighun-

employment andwithered awaywhen the
economy did well. Nativist rhetoric also
rarelytranscendedintoactuallawsinIndiaas
they remained in the realm of pre-election
vote-catching banter. After all, several
Articles of the Indian Constitution prohibit
discrimination in employment on thebasis
ofplaceofbirth.Aspointedoutbythereport
of the Working Group on Migration in
January2017,theSupremeCourtdecisionin
2014 in the Charu Khurana v Union of India
case “clearly renders restrictions based on
residence for the purposes of employment
unconstitutional.”
Despite the constitutional provisions, in

thepastthreeyears,anti-migrantrhetoricis
increasingly turning into legislative reality.
In2019, thegovernmentofAndhraPradesh
passed theAndhraPradeshEmploymentof
LocalCandidates in the Industries/Factories
Bill,2019,reserving75percentof jobsforlo-
cals. This lawwas soon challenged and the
petitionwasacceptedbytheAndhraPradesh
HighCourtasamatterofpublicinterest.Yet,
theclamourforsimilarlawspervadesacross
states includingMadhya Pradesh and Goa.
Most recently, inMarch, the Haryana gov-
ernment passed the Haryana State
Employmentof Local CandidatesBill, 2020,

reserving 75 per cent of jobs in the private
sector for locals, when themonthly salary
wasunderRs50,000permonth.
Letus, foramoment, forgettheapparent

unconstitutionalityof thislaw.Letusalsoig-
norethehypocrisythattheBJP-ledHaryana
stategovernmentisattemptingtocurtailthe
employer’s choiceof recruiting labour from
anywhere in the country at the same time
thattheBJP-ledcentralgovernmentispush-
ing hard to give farmers the choice to sell
their goods anywhere in the country. Let us
brushaside the fact thatmostmigration for
work in India happenswithin state borders
or thatCensus2011datarevealedthat inal-
mostall Indiandistricts, lessthan10percent
of the urbanworkforce comprised of inter-
statemigrants. The fundamental problem
with this law is that low-incomemigrant
workerswillonceagainbecomethevictims
of India’spublicpolicies.
Life is tough for low-income inter-state

migrantworkersinIndia,aswaspainfullyil-
lustratedby themigration crisis of 2020. To
their long list ofwoes, ranging fromprecar-
ious livelihoods to lackof access toportable
social security, they now have an added
source of concern — nativist laws. Sectors
whichdoendupemployingalargenumber
of inter-state migrant workers — think of
Surat’spowerloomindustrywhichemploys
workersfromOdisha—dosobecausethelo-
cal workers do not aspire for those jobs.
Migration forwork represents amatch be-
tween employers who are looking for cer-
tainskillsatlowratesandworkerswhowant
toearnmuchmorethanwhattheycanmake
backhome.
Thecurrentpremiseof thenativist laws

is thatwithadequate skill traininggiven to
locals, they can perform the same tasks as

the migrants. But are they willing to? The
lawalsoappears tobe tough to implement
on the ground and one can expect a paral-
lelmarket toemergeontheability toprove
local residence, as it often happens in the
caseof rationcards.Further, theincomecut-
off in Haryana’s law conveys that the rich
can move anywhere in India and work as
they please but those same opportunities
are to be denied to poorer inter-state mi-
grantworkers.
In the coming decades, internalmigra-

tion is only going to continue to surge in
India, as it did in China over the past three
decades, and as it did in thedevelopmental
trajectoryofpracticallyeverycountryonthis
planet. By restrictingmigrationchoices, the
governments of Andhra Pradesh and
Haryana send out bad signals in the labour
market, especially when their own elites
havebenefited tremendously frominternal
and internationalmigration.
Thereusedtobeatimenotsolongagothat

IndianeliteswouldbemoanDonaldTrump’s
immigrationpoliciesthatrestrictedH1Bvisas,
often the golden pathway to access the
Americandream.Trump’sdeparturehas led
toasofteningofthestanceonimmigrationin
Americamuch to the delight of prospective
Indian emigrants and employers in theUS.
Sadly, there is little to cheer for India’s inter-
nalmigrantsasTrumpianavatarsdescendin
India’s state-level politics. Haryana’s nativist
lawalaswillnot“MakeHaryanaGreatAgain”.
Instead,itsowstheseedsofthebalkanisation
of our country. Such laws ought to be chal-
lengedinthecourts.

Thewriter isa facultymemberof IIM-
Ahmedabadandtheauthorof India
Moving:AHistoryofMigration

WHEN WE tell our children and grand-
children about 2020, wewill talk about a
time when we shut ourselves in our
homes to keep the world and the pan-
demic out. Our only contact with friends
and relatives was via the telephone, and
we only ventured out for essential activi-
ties, that tooduring daylight.We covered
our faces andpassedpeople on the street,
refusing tomake eye contact.
Menwill talk about this as a year out of

time,butperhapsmanywomenwillsay,this
ishowwe livedanyway. Thepandemicwas
thefirsttimeitwasrecognisedasaproblem.
Aswe thinkof emerging fromthis isolation
and resumingour social lives, canwemake
sure bothmen andwomen reclaim public
spacesandthat thenewnormal forwomen
doesnot look like theoldnormal?
Statistics onwomen’s lack of access to

publicspacesaresobering.TheIndiaHuman
Development Survey of 2012 (IHDS), con-
ducted by the University of Maryland and
National Council of Applied Economic
Research,revealedthat18percentofwomen
respondentsdonotgotoakiranashop.Afur-
ther19per centwouldnot goalone.A third
ofhouseholdsreliedonlyonmenorchildren
todoanygroceryshopping.Only11percent
of rural women had ever attended a gram
sabha. Barely 18 per cent had ever visited a
metropolitan city, and an equal proportion
hadventuredoutside their state.
Even beforemask-wearing limited our

abilitytoconnectwiththeexternalworld, it
was commonplace for60per centof Indian
womenwhopractiseeithertheghunghator
purdah.The telephonewasalready the life-
lineconnectingwomentotheirsupportnet-
work— about a quarter of women respon-
dentswereunabletovisittheirnatalfamilies
more than once a year. Part of this isolation
may be because it is difficult forwomen to
travel unless someone accompanies them;

among the IHDS respondents, only half of
themfelt able to travel alone.
Perhapsthepandemic-enforcedisolation

will increase our empathy for the substan-
tial proportion of Indianwomenwho have
found themselves confined to their homes
during the normal course of life. The chal-
lenge, however, lies in understandingwhat
hascausedthisisolationandfindingwaysto
address it.
A large number of studies have docu-

mentedthatwomenfacesexualharassment
as they venture outside the home. Fear of
sexual harassment has negative societal
consequences inmany areas of life. In a re-
search paper (using IHDS data), economist
TanikaChakraborty—thenat IIT,Kanpur—
and her co-authors found that women are
less likelytoworkawayfromhomeinareas
whereperceivedsexualharassmentofgirls
is higher. World Bank economist Girija
Borker in a highly innovative study, found
thatdespitehavinghighmarks,girls inDelhi
University choose to attend lower-quality
colleges to avoid sexual harassment while
traveling to college.
Safety concerns arenot limited tomajor

metropolitan cities. A study carried out by
the NGO Safetipin in Bhopal, Gwalior and
Jodhpur found that 95 per cent of women
feelunsafeusingpublictransport,89percent
feel unsafe in themarketplace, 84 per cent
feelunsafewaitingforpublictransportwhile
76percent feelunsafeonroadsor footpath.
The study found that about 30 per cent of
womenreportedhavingfacedsomeformof
sexual harassment in the past year. Half of
these incidents tookplacewhileusingpub-
lictransportand16percentwerewhilewait-
ing forpublic transport.
What can be done to enhancewomen’s

feelingof safetyandtoensure their fullpar-
ticipation in public life? Some of these are
relatively simple — improving lighting

aroundroads,buses,andtrainstationsisrel-
ativelysimple.However,wealsoneedtolook
tomorecreativesolutionstocreateacritical
mass of women in public spaces so that
womendon’t feel isolated and see safety in
numbers. Thismay involve hiringwomen
drivers and bus conductors, emulating
Lahore’s pink buses, and expanding spaces
allocated towomenvendors inmarkets.
It also involves creatinganenvironment

wherethewholesocietycollaboratestowel-
comewomen into public life. This is not a
one-way street, benefittingwomen alone.
The Indian Independencemovementoffers
an inspirational exampleof thesynergybe-
tween thewomen’smovementand thena-
tionalistmovement. This intertwiningwon
freedomforthenationwhilecreatinganob-
ligation for an Independent India to deliver
gender justice, resulting in the Hindu Code
Bill that provided for monogamy, divorce,
and inheritance rights for women. My re-
search shows that MGNREGA, with equal
pay formenandwomen,hasplayedan im-
portant role in bringingwomen,who used
toworkonlyonfamilyfarmsinthepast, into
paidwork.Findingopportunitiesforwomen
to participate in creating public goods,
whether through special programmes de-
signed for women or structuring existing
programmes in a way that allows for en-
hancedparticipationbywomencanonlybe
awin-winsituation.
Letushopethatwhenwetellourgrand-

children about 2020, the pandemic gener-
ated isolation is as unfamiliar to our grand-
daughters as to our grandsons, and the
reclaiming of public spaces occurs for both
menandwomen.

Thewriter isprofessorof sociology,
UniversityofMarylandandprofessorand
centredirectorNCAER-NationalData
InnovationCentre.Viewsarepersonal

Life is tough for low-income
inter-state migrant workers
in India, as was painfully
illustrated by the migration
crisis of 2020. To their long
list of woes, ranging from
precarious livelihoods to lack
of access to portable social
security, they now have an
added concern — nativist
laws. Sectors which do end
up employing a large number
of inter-state migrant
workers do so because the
local workers do not aspire
for those jobs. Migration for
work represents a match
between employers looking
for certain skills at low rates
and workers who want to
earn much more than what
they can make back home.

Even before mask-wearing
limited our ability to connect
with the external world, it
was commonplace for 60 per
cent of Indian women who
practise either the ghunghat
or the purdah. The telephone
was already the lifeline
connecting women to their
support network — about a
quarter of women
respondents were unable to
visit their natal families
more than once a year. Part
of this isolation may be
because it is difficult for
women to travel unless
someone accompanies them;
among the IHDS
respondents, only half of
them felt able to travel alone.
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WORDLYWISE
Bethineownpalace,ortheworld’sthy jail

— JohnDonneTHEEDITORIALPAGE

PAK TALKS BREAK DOWN
THE FATE OF more than hundred people
heldhostageby thehijackersof aPakistani
plane at Kabul airport remaineduncertain
as thePakistaninegotiating teambrokeoff
talkswiththehijackerstonight.RadioKabul
ina latenightbulletinsaidthattheleaderof
the Pakistani team, Ajaz-ul-din, had ac-
cused thehijackers of trying tobringpolit-
ical pressureon thePakistani government.
Ajaz-ul-dinmadethisannouncementafter
a round of talks with the leader of hijack-
ers,Alamgir.Alamgirhaddemandedthere-
lease of 43 prisoners as a condition for the
releaseof thehostages.Earlier, theyhadde-
manded the release of 93prisoners.

POLISH WORKERS STRIKE
POLISHWORKERS JOINED thousands of
students at the University of Warsaw
tonight to commemorate amonth of riots
that began here 13 years ago. The com-
memoration took place near the exact site
where the riots erupted onMarch 8,1968
andsparkedclashesbetweenstudentsand
the police. Meanwhile, another ceremony
with strong anti-Zionist accent took place
at a building indowntownWarsaw.

J&K REFUGEE IMPASSE
ABOUT 300WEST Pakistan refugees who
migratedtoJammuandKashmiratthetime
of Partition entered into Pakistan territory

at noon today in protest against the state
government’s failure to confer citizenship
rights. As the Pakistan Rangers prevented
themfromproceedingbeyond100yardsof
theinternationalborder, therefugeessaton
dharnawith300womenand children.

TAKING ON DACOITS
CHIEFMINISTERSOFMadhyaPradeshand
Uttar Pradesh held two rounds of talks for
joint action to tackle the dacoit menace in
theYamunaandChambalravines.UPCMV
PSinghsaid that itwasdecided to improve
the communication system between the
two states so that any information on da-
coits could be shared.

MARCH 9, 1981, FORTYYEARSAGO

WOMEN’S EVERY DAY
Herstruggle isno longer just fora foothold inpublic spaces,
but todemandchange,drive it.Hers isan irreversible force

T HELONGJOURNEYofIndianwomentowardsredeemingthepromiseofequal-
ityistoosignificanttobelimitedtoadayintheyear.ButInternationalWomen’s
Day2021demandsthattheordinarytrappingsoftheoccasion—fromthereg-
ulationpoliticallipservicetoeasy-to-consumebrandcampaigns—bekeptaside

toacknowledgeandcatchupwithavitalshift.Womenarenowatthecentreofallimportant
contestationsofIndiandemocracy.Theymightstillremainonthemarginofinstitutionsand
power,buttheirstruggleisnolongeronlyaboutpushingthesystemtograntthemabigger
foothold inpublic spaces. In the fault linesandbarricadesopeningupacross India’sdemo-
craticlandscape,their impatientandfierceassertionisrightathome.
Thatwasthespiritthatbroughtthousandsofwomenontothestreetsduringtheprotests

against theCitizenshipAmendmentAct,not just inDelhi’sShaheenBaghbutalso its repli-
cas inpublicspacesacross thecountry.That isalsowhywomenfarmers fromPunjabhave
dugtheirheelsinatDelhi’sborders,alongwiththemen,toprotestagainsttheCentre’sthree
farmlaws,nevermindthehighestcourt’sanxietyabouttheirpresenceintheagitation. It is
anassertionthatcomeswithaprice,butthathasnotledwomentobackdownfromaface-
off with an increasingly heavy-handed state. FromSudhaBharadwaj to Safoora Zargar,
DevanganaKalitatoDishaRaviandNodeepKaur,somanywomenhavefacedpenalaction
andimprisonmentinthecourseofpoliticalmobilisation,activismandprotests.Thisvisible
contestationisconnectedtootherlargerchangesthatareafoot.Fromthegrowingnumbers
ofwomen inhigher education to theirmounting presence in voter turnouts, the Indian
woman’schoicesadduptoaninsistentdemandforgreaterfreedomandagency.
Theempowermentbroughtaboutbypoliticsandeducationisincontrasttotheincreas-

inglyprecariouseconomicconditions,leavingasubstantialsectionofwomenwiththeelec-
tricchargeofaspirationbutnotthereleaseofopportunity.Thepandemichasonlyworsened
this deprivation,with analarmingnumberofwomenbeingpushedoutof theworkforce
andeducation.Ineachofthesecases,casteandclassandlocationhaveservedtodeepengen-
der inequality and increase family and clan control. Political partiesmostly dealwith the
womanvoterwhodemandsabetterlifebyturningherintoarecipientofwelfareschemes.
Thewomanasunapologeticpoliticalbeing;thewomaninsistentonhersexualandpersonal
autonomy,onequalityofemploymentandopportunity,isansweredwithapatriarchaland
culturalbacklash.Thatmanifests inviolenceand intimidationandworkplaceharassment,
in the slewof criminal defamation cases againstwomenwhosaid#MeTooaswell as the
state-sanctionedmisogynyof“lovejihad”laws.ThehistoryofInternationalWomen’sDayun-
derlines the importanceof solidarity andmobilisation to themanyhard-foughtbattles of
feminism.It’salessonthatislivedoutandpractisedeveryday,inprivateandinpublic,byIndia’s
women—andwillshapethefutureforbothwomenandmen.

BATTLE FOR AIADMK
AsSasikala retreats fromelectoralbattle,onus isonEdappadi

Palaniswamitoprovehis leadershipcredentials

CLOSERTOTHEelections,thecastofcharactersonTamilNadu’spoliticalstage
seemstobethinningout.SuperstarRajinikanth,whopromisedanew“spir-
itual politics”, was the first to bow out citing health reasons. Last week,
Jayalalithaa’saideSasikalaNatarajanannouncedthatshewassteppingaside

fromactivepolitics. Themovewasunexpected and intriguing sinceher return toTamil
Nadu inFebruaryafter fouryears in aBengaluru jail appeared tobe choreographed ina
manner that leftnoone indoubtaboutherpolitical ambitions: It seemedclear that she
soughttoappropriatethelegacyof JayalalithaaandtakeovertheAIADMK.However,her
re-entryintotheAIADMKwasopposedbyChiefMinisterEdappadiPalaniswamiandthe
issue threatened to divide the party. Herwithdrawal from the fray leaves the AIADMK
intact, at least for now, andPalaniswamihas a freehand todecideon seat-sharingwith
alliesandpickcandidates.
Itmaybetooearly,however,towriteSasikala’spoliticalobituary.Infact,herwordssug-

gest that her exit could be temporary, and that it is meant to facilitate the success of
Amma’sparty.TheAIADMKhasbeenherebefore. Itwasforcedintoasimilarsituationaf-
ter its founder,MGRamachandran, died in1987. The inner-party struggle for control of
theAIADMKandthefilm-star-turned-politician’slegacy,involvingJayalalithaaandMGR’s
widow, Janaki Ramachandran, split the party and allowed the DMK towin office after
more thanadecade inopposition in theassemblyelection that followed. Later, thedec-
imatedAIADMK factions regroupedunder Jayalalithaawhile Janaki Ramachandran re-
tired frompolitics. Palaniswaminowhas theunenviable taskof leading theAIADMKin
thefaceof incumbency—thepartyhasbeeninofficeforadecade—andaformidableal-
liance led by the DMK. A fratricidal tussle today, on the eve of elections, could cost the
partydearlyandSasikalawouldbe forced toshare theblame.
Nowit is up toPalaniswami toprovehismettle as a leaderorbowout. Interestingly,

Palaniswami, a grassroots politician chosen by Sasikala for the CM’s office, has turned
outtobeashrewdleaderandareasonablyableadministratorthoughit’sanybody’sguess
if hecanswing thepollshisway this time.Politics inTamilNadu, always full of spectac-
ular twists,mayyet takeanewturn.

OUT OF TOUCH
MeghanMarkle-PrinceHarry interviewhighlights justhow
ill-fittingan institutionHouseofWindsor is inmoderntimes

RACISM,CONTROL,SILENCING,callousness—themuch-anticipatedMeghan
Markle-Prince Harry interview does not paint a flattering picture of the
HouseofWindsor.Onthefaceof it, therevelationsbytheDukeandDuchess
of SussextoOprahWinfreyareshocking:Membersof theroyalhousehold

expressed concern about their child’s skin colour (Markle is part African-American);
the Duchesswas told that shemust not seek help formental health issues since “this
woulddamagetheinstitution(royalty)”;HarryandMeghanwerecutoff financiallyand
his father, Prince Charles, broke off contactwith him. In fact, the British Royal family’s
attitudemay be of a piece with the sheer anachronism of the idea they represent in
modern times—royalty.
Inthelastfewyears,popularculturehasdonemuchtojustify,andmakepalatable,the

myth of nobility, of inheritedwealth and class, to paint royalty as an innocuous, even
charming, institution.DowntonAbbey, a glorified soapopera featuring English nobility,
for instance,helpedserve thisendandTheCrown, aNetflix showthathasbeenonsince
2016,celebratesQueenElizabeth.Themirageof royalty, thenotionthatsomepeopleare
born inherently superior, iskeptalive.
Whentheivorytowerisapalace, it iseasytolosetouch.Tocommentontheskintone

(pejoratively)ofanunbornchild,tobelievea“stiffupperlip”cancuredepression,todrive
ayoungwoman to thoughts of suicide—these attitudes ill fit the21st century. Perhaps
only an “outsider” likeMarkle could shatter themyth of royalty, and perhaps only love
couldhavemovedtheyoungprincetorecognisehisenvironmentastoxic.Asfortheroy-
als that remain in England as symbols of the country’s sovereignty, there’s an easyway
tounderstandhowtheworld reallyworks.Geta job.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY

“Congress has dithered for years without advancing legislation that will address
Big Tech’s profound power disparity. If lawmakers wait until the next major
data breach, it will be too late.” —THENEWYORKTIMESTHE IDEASPAGE
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The Democratic Party’s
strong concerns on human
rights, it was argued, were
bound to undermine US ties
with the Modi government.
It was widely held that the
Indo-Pacific and the Quad
will become footnotes in
Biden’s foreign policy. This
was based on the bet that
Biden is likely to embrace
China rather than confront
it. All these assumptions
turned out to be inaccurate.
Biden has far too much on
his plate to pick on the
international friends of
Trump. Biden has been in
Washington long enough to
know that international
outreach to Trump was
about sustaining the
partnerships with the US at
a difficult moment.

ONECANNOTBUTbe struck by the appar-

entironyinrecentbankingsystemtrendsin

IndiaandtheUnitedStates.Spurredbyalack

offinancialinclusion,apublicbankingmove-

mentisrapidlygainingtractionintheUnited

States,abastionof freemarkets. Incontrast,

India,aprimeexampleofstateintervention

andgovernment-owned-bankdominance,

seems tobequicklywarming to the ideaof

bankprivatisation.

The debate on the benefits and costs of

public versus private banks is not new.

Dating back toAlexanderGerschenkron in

1962, the development view sees govern-

ment presence in the banking sector as a

means to overcomemarket failures in the

earlystagesof economicdevelopment.The

core idea is thatgovernment-ownedbanks

canimprovewelfarebyallocatingscarcecap-

ital to socially productive uses. By contrast,

the political viewargues that vested inter-

ests can commandeer the lending appara-

tustoachievepoliticalgoals.Politicalorspe-

cial interest capture can distort credit

allocationandreduceallocativeefficiencyin

government-ownedbankingsystems.

Persuadedbytheevidencethatgovern-

mentownershipinthebankingsectorleads

tolowerlevelsoffinancialdevelopmentand

growth,waves of banking sector privatisa-

tionssweptacrossemergingmarketsinthe

1990s.Thepolicymakerconsensussawbank

privatisationasanefficientmeanstoachieve

economic and financial development.

Indeed,cross-countryevidencesuggeststhat

bankprivatisationsimprovedbothbankef-

ficiency andprofitability— specifically, in-

creasingsolvencyandliquiditywhilstreduc-

ingtroubledornon-performingassets.India

is, therefore,somewhat latetothegame.

Public sector Banks (PSBs) dominate

Indianbanking,controllingover60percent

ofbankingassets.Theprivate-credittoGDP

ratio,akeymeasureofcredit flow,standsat

50percent,much lower than international

benchmarks—intheUSitis190percent,in

the UK 130 per cent, in China 150 and in

SouthKoreait is150percent.Thequalityof

credit is problematic aswell. India’s Gross

NPA ratiowas 8.2 per cent inMarch 2020,

with striking differences across PSBs (10.3

per cent) and private banks (5.5 per cent).

TheendresultismuchlowerPSBprofitabil-

ity compared to private banks. Clearly, the

rationale forprivatisationstemsfromthese

considerations.

While theUnited States epitomises the

privatebankingmodel,anationwidepublic

bankingmovementiscomingintovogue—

this includes recently introduced state bills

from California to NewYork. If modelled

alongthelinesof theBankofNorthDakota,

America’sonlypublicbank,reportssuggest

thatpublicbankscancontributetostaterev-

enues,supportcommunitybanks,fundpub-

lic infrastructure projects, and help small

businesses growbyoffering lower interest

ratesandlowerfees.

Thepublic bankingmovement canalso

helpwithefficientgovernmenttransfersand

financialinclusionviauniversalcheckingac-

counts. According to pre-pandemic data

from the Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation(FDIC),5.4percentofthehouse-

holds in the United States are unbanked.

Indiaisnostrangertotheimperativefordig-

ital financial inclusion.TheJanaDhanYojna

(PMJDY) is a flagship scheme designed to

overcome slippages in delivering transfer

paymentstoultimatebeneficiaries.Thepro-

grammeisadministeredprimarilythrough

government-ownedbanks.

Thestellar successof IndianPSBs in im-

plementing the PMJDYwhilemissing the

mark on creating high-quality credit high-

lightsacriticaldividebetweentheassetand

theliabilitysideofabank.Banksprovidetwo

functionsatafundamental level:Payments

anddeposit-takingon the liability side and

credit creation on the asset side. The pay-

mentservicesfunction,ahallmarkof finan-

cialinclusion,issimilartoautilitybusiness—

bankscanprovidethisservice,apublicgood,

atalowcostuniversally.Thelendingside,in

contrast, is all about the optimal allocation

ofresourcesthroughbettercreditevaluation

andmonitoringofborrowers.Privatebanks

aremorelikelytohavetherightsetofincen-

tives and expertise in doing so. It comes as

nosurprise that thePSBs in Indiaarebetter

at providing the public good functions,

whereas private banks seembetter suited

forcreditallocation.

Theoptimalmixof thebankingsystem

acrosspublicandprivateboilsdowntowhat

you need out of your banking system and

theparticular frictionyour economy faces.

When thewedge between social and pri-

vatebenefitsislarge,aswithfinancialinclu-

sion, there isastrongcase forpublicbanks.

At this stage, inefficiency in capital alloca-

tionseemstobeabiggerissuefortheIndian

banking sector,whereas, in theUS, thede-

bate iscentredaroundthepublicgoodsas-

pects of banking. Therefore, it maymake

sense for theUS to thinkhardaboutpublic

banks that can be used for financial inclu-

sion in linewith the success of PMJDY in

India. On the other hand, selective privati-

sationofinefficientPSBsisawelcomemove

for India’sbankingsector.

Chari isProfessorof economicsand finance
anddirectorofModern IndianStudies

Initiative,UniversityofNorthCarolinaat
ChapelHill andPurnanandamisMichael
StarkProfessorof FinanceatRossSchoolof

Business,UniversityofMichigan

INDIA’S EXPANDINGPARTNERSHIPwith the

USismarkedbyafascinatingpoliticalpuzzle.

The relationship has advanced by leaps and

bounds even as doubters dominate thepub-

lic discourse in bothDelhi andWashington.

The latestevidencecomes fromthequicken-

ingpaceof diplomatic engagementbetween

thetwocapitals.

For months, analysts in Delhi and

Washingtontoldustoexpectaslowdown, if

notsetbacks,undertheJoeBidenpresidency.

Whatwehave insteadis the likelyelevation

of the strategic partnership at the first-ever

summit of the Quad nations scheduled for

thisweek.

TheQuad,orthequadrilateralsecuritydi-

alogue,bringsIndiaandtheUStogetheralong

withWashington’slongstandingtreaty-allies,

AustraliaandJapan.ThattheQuadismeeting

at the summit level, well before Biden has

spenttwomonthsattheWhiteHouse,under-

linesthegrowinggapbetweenourforeignpol-

icydebateandpolicy.

The roots of this problem, on the Indian

side at least, lie in the enduring reluctanceof

Delhi’sforeignpolicycommunitytoeitherac-

knowledge or accept the unfolding transfor-

mationof India’s tieswiththeUS. Italsorests

in the continuingunderestimation of Delhi’s

capacitytoreworkitsgreatpowerrelationsto

meet India’s changing interests and circum-

stances.Consider,forexample,someofthere-

cent lines of the argument on India-US rela-

tions. PrimeMinisterNarendraModi, itwas

said,made a bigmistake by investing far too

much in engaging Trump and that Biden

wouldneitherforgetnorforgive.

The Democratic Party’s strong concerns

onhumanrights, itwasargued,werebound

toundermineUStieswiththeModigovern-

ment.ItwaswidelyheldthattheIndo-Pacific

and the Quad will become footnotes in

Biden’sforeignpolicy.Thisinturnwasbased

on the bet that Biden is likely to embrace

China rather than confront it in themanner

thatTrumpdid.Alltheseassumptionsturned

out tobe inaccurate.

Biden has far toomuch on his plate at

homeandintheworldtopickontheinterna-

tional friends of Trump. Biden has been in

Washington long enough— for nearly half a

century before he became President — to

knowthattheinternationaloutreachtoTrump

was about sustaining the partnershipswith

theUSatadifficultmoment.

Concernfordemocracyandhumanrights

hasalwaysbeenpartofUSforeignpolicyide-

ology. But to believe that they will define

America’s engagementwith India required a

leap of faith. No state, not even a revolution-

aryone,canrunits foreignpolicyonasingle-

pointagenda.Allchancelleriesneedtobalance

competinginterests.

Bidenhassignalledmorecontinuity than

discontinuitywith Trump’s China policy. He

affirmedcontinuingcommitmenttotheIndo-

PacificandtheQuad.Theforeignministersof

theQuadwerequicktoconvenedigitallyand

thesummitappearsanaturalnextstep.

Analysisof internationaldynamics, espe-

ciallyatatimeoffluidity,doesnotlenditselfto

easy assessments. Yet, a focus on structural

trends does give us a sense of wheremajor

powers relationsmight be headed. India-US

relations have been on a steady upward tra-

jectoryoverthelastthreedecades,withstood

significant political transitions in both coun-

tries, andmanaged to overcomemanydiffi-

cultbarriers.

TheUSisnowIndia’smostcomprehensive

partner.TheRussiarelationshipislongonde-

fencebutshortoncommerce.India’scommer-

cialtieswithChinaarelarge,buttiltedheavily

inBeijing’sfavour;meanwhile,Delhi’spolitical

trustinBeijinghasevaporatedamidstChina’s

aggressiveanticson thecontestedboundary.

Collective Europe is big on commerce but

small on security cooperation. TheUS has a

sizeablepresenceinbotheconomicandsecu-

rity dimensions and the political common

groundwithIndiahassteadilyexpanded.

Why, then, thepersistentdoubts inDelhi

abouttheUSpartnership?Onepartof itisthe

ingrainedideologicalbiasinthedominantfor-

eign policy elite. It was generous to a fault

when it came to assessing China’s interests

andmotivations, but always unduly suspi-

ciousofAmerica.

ButofficialDelhihasmovedawayfromthe

legacyofanti-Americanism.Thepopularopin-

ion—orthe“street”asExternalAffairsMinister

SubrahmanyamJaishankarcallsit—hasbeen

enthusiastic about the partnershipwith the

US.Delhi’s stilted debate on theUS is, unfor-

tunately, reinforcedby the sadabsenceof in-

vestmentininstitutionalcapabilitiestostudy

American politics, economics and interna-

tionalrelations.

EvenasitcontinuouslymisjudgedtheUS,

the Indian foreignpolicy elite has not appre-

ciatedIndia’sagencytoshapetherelationship

with America. The conviction that Delhi is

perenniallyunderUSpressuretoacceptpoli-

ciesharmful for itself furtherdistorts thedis-

course in themedia and among the chatter-

ingclasses.

The evidence from the 1990s — one of

India’s most vulnerable moments after

Independence— should have corrected this

misperception.Aseriesofweakcoalitiongov-

ernments deflected the Clinton administra-

tion’sattemptstoforceaKashmirsettlement

withPakistan.DelhidefiedtheUSpressureto

rollbackthenuclearandmissileprogrammes,

conductednuclear tests, andbegana serious

diplomatic effort at bridging the prolonged

atomicdivergence.

MuchwaterhasflownintheYamunaand

Potomac since then; but the dominant dis-

course remains stuck inagroove. If Delhine-

gotiates a ceasefirewith Rawalpindi, it is as-

sumed that the Biden administrationmust

have played a role. If Delhi sees value in the

“Indo-Pacific” construct, it must be under

Americanpressure.The traditionaldiscourse

finds it hard to come to termswith the twin

factorsshapingIndia’snewapproach.

One is the significant increase in India’s

materialcapabilities.India’saggregateGDPin-

creasedten-foldbetween1990($270billion)

and2020(about$2,700billion)andpushedit

intotheworld’stopfiveeconomies.Theserel-

ativegainshaveimmenselyexpandedIndia’s

geopoliticalpossibilities.

Equallyimportantisthenewpoliticalwill

inDelhi.TheUPAgovernment(2004-14)made

suchheavyweatherof thehistoric initiatives

ithadsignedwiththeUSinmid-2005.Itstrug-

gledtoimplementthenucleardealandstarted

walkingbackfromtheframeworkfordefence

cooperation.

TheNDAgovernment,inpowersince2014,

hadthepoliticalwill tobuildontheUSinitia-

tives launched by theUPA government. The

newIndianolongerwrings itshands indeal-

ingwith theUS; it relishes the large roomfor

strategicbargainingwithAmerica.Evenmore

important,Delhiisnolongerareluctantpart-

ner toWashington. Over the last three years,

itrevivedtheQuad,shapedthecoalition’sap-

proach to strategic connectivity, and has

demonstrateditsleadershipinvaccinediplo-

macy.Delhiisnowwell-positionedtoraisethe

Quad agenda to a higher level at the digital

summitof its leadersthisweek.

Thewriter isdirector, InstituteofSouthAsian
Studies,NationalUniversityofSingaporeand
contributingeditoroninternationalaffairs for

TheIndianExpress

REASSURE DHAKA

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Friendsin

deed’(IE,March8).IndiaandBangladesh

observed the anniversary of the defeat

of Pakistani forces in thewarof 1971 in

Decemberlastyear.Beijinghasreached

out toDhakabyoffering economic and

otherpartnershipsbesidesallowingitto

export goods to Chinawith zero tariffs.

If NewDelhi fails to resolve the Teesta

water-sharing pact and assure Dhaka

that therewill beno impact of theCAA

onBangladesh, Indiawill lose a trusted

andfriendlyneighbour.

SSPaul,Nadia

CREATIVITY AT STAKE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Laughing

with Shiva’ (IE, March 8). The Tandav
row and subsequent apology by

Amazon India have thrown open the

debate on the interpretations of the

freedom of expression. The fact that

20thcenturycreationscouldjestatLord

Shiva and other religious andmytho-

logical figures, throwslightontherap-

idly-growingconservatismincontem-

porary times. Even the judicial

elucidation of Article 19 (1A-B) isn’t

aloof of societal influence. Every piece

of satirical content today passes

through a litmus test of “hurt senti-

ments”,hurtingthecreativeprofession-

alsand theirwork.

NischaiVats,Sultanpur

FAIR ENOUGH

THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Ablackcatin

thedarkroom’(IE,March8).Thepeople

opposingthenewregulationofOTTplat-

forms have effectively lost the distinc-

tion between censorship and self-clas-

sification, restriction and transparency,

andforallmeansconsultationandcon-

currence.Ashasbeenrightlypointedout

in thearticle, variousdemocratic coun-

triesarepractisingthesamekindofreg-

ulationand thevery ideaof freedomof

expression comeswith a caveat— rea-

sonablerestriction.

YashSinha,Vadodara

SLOW GROWTH

THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Aslowerre-

covery’ (IE,March 8).When the econ-

omy is opening up after an unprece-

dentedlockdownandpandemic,weare

bound to see better numbers. But ex-

pectingtosee6.5-7percentgrowthina

hurry would not be wise. Especially

whenweknowthatitisthegovernment

thatisdoingmostoftheheavylifting,as

theprivatesectorisyettoshowtheiran-

imal instinctas farascapex investment

isconcerned.

BalGovind,Noida

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INTHEWIDELY-REPORTEDbailproceedings

in the Disha Ravi case, one of the grounds

cited by the prosecutionwas Ravi’s alleged

links to Sikhs for Justice (SFJ). SFJ is a pro-

Khalistani organisation, banned and desig-

nated “terrorist” under the Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA). In

Ravi’s case, the court inter alia held that no
link had been established between her and

SFJ, and granted her bail. But the very invo-

cation of links to a banned organisation as

grounds toprosecuteordenybail raises im-

portant questions.What does it take to ban

anorganisation?Oncebanned,whatconse-

quencesemergefortheorganisation,andfor

anyonewhomightbe in itsorbit?

The UAPA has run riot with banning

regimes throughout its 54-year history.

Today it providesmultipleways to ban or-

ganisations. Worryingly, each regime has

comewith greater powers for the state and

fewer safeguards for individuals, whittling

awaybasic liberties.

Initially in 1967, theAct concerned itself

withbanning “unlawful” associations alone

andhadnomentionof terrorism.“Unlawful

activity”was defined as activities including

speeches,writingsetcthatsupportedseces-

sionist claims or questioned India’s sover-

eignty.Thecentralgovernmentcouldbanany

associationasunlawful fortwoyearsif, in its

opinion, theassociationencouragedunlaw-

fulactivity.Onceanassociationwasbanned,

a host of people could be prosecuted—not

justmembers, but anyonewhoassisted the

association inanyway.

Recognisingthehighstakesinvolved,the

Act provided some safeguards. The govern-

ment’smereopinionofwhetheranorganisa-

tion“encouraged”secessionistclaimswould-

n’tbeenough.AtribunalconsistingofaHigh

Court judgewould have to hear the banned

association and decidewithin sixmonths

whether to confirmor reject the ban. There

were still grave problemswith these provi-

sions.If theyshoweduptodefendtheassoci-

ation,members could technically be prose-

cuted,becausemembershipbecameacrime

fromthedaytheassociationwasbanned.The

underlyingdefinitionofunlawful—asinclud-

ingwords that “support” secessionist claims

or “question” sovereignty—was broad and

vague,andpotentiallyrepresentedanuncon-

stitutional incursionintofreespeech.

Buttheseproblemspaleincomparisonto

what followed. In 2004, the Prevention of

TerrorismActwasrepealedanditsprovisions

werelargelyinsertedverbatimintotheUAPA.

Nowunder theUAPA, organisations can be

bannedas“terrorist”aswell.Unlikewith“un-

lawful”associations,thereisnojudicialover-

sight.Theonlyconditionnecessaryforaper-

manent ban is that the central government

believesanorganisationis“involvedinterror-

ism.” Circularly, an organisation can be

deemed involved in terrorism if it has com-

mitted,promotedorwas“otherwiseinvolved

in”terrorism.In2008,thedefinitionoftheter-

roristactwaschangedfurther,takingitfarbe-

yondwhatweusuallyassociatewiththeterm

— to take hostages or use bombs or lethal

weapons or hazardous substances. It even

wentbeyondbringingunderitsambitinten-

tion to strike terror or threaten India’s secu-

rity.Ifsomeonewereto,forinstance,commit

anact likely to threaten India’secological se-

curitybyusingnon-lethalmeansofwhatever

nature, theycanbeprosecutedforterrorism.

Based on such over-broad and circular

definitions, theCentrecanpermanentlyban

organisationsasterrorist.Theorganisation’s

only remedy is to appeal to an opaque and

unaccountable ReviewCommittee housed

withintheveryorganofstatethatbannedit.

The government need not provide reasons

for itsban,andthecommitteeneednotever

make its hearings public. Yet a dizzyingly

widerangeofpeoplebecomeliableforpros-

ecution after the ban, including persons al-

leged to have helped organise events ad-

dressedbypersonswhomaybe“associated

with”,butnotevenmembersof,terroristor-

ganisations.

In 2019, the government extended its

powersofbanningorganisationsasterroristto

designateindividualsasterroristsaswell.The

potency of this amendment lies in its com-

pleteambiguity.Ononehand,thechangesdo

not create anynewpunishment for terrorist

individuals, almost as if to indicate that by

now, the power to ban exists for the sake of

banningalone.Ontheotherhand,theyleave

openterrifyingpossibilities.Forexample,har-

bouringsomeoneknowingthemtobeater-

rorist isacrimeunder theUAPA;andtheAct

alsoallowsthegovernmenttoforfeittheprop-

ertyofterroristindividualswithoutprosecut-

ing them. If these sectionsare interpretedas

referringtodesignatedterrorists,thenregard-

lessofwhetherthegovernment’sdesignation

is legitimate, all thepropertyof that individ-

ualcanbeseizedwithouttheirguilteverbe-

ing proved in a trial, and anyone livingwith

that individualcouldbeprosecuted.

Thesemultiple overlapping regimes of

banningoftenleadtobizarreresults.At least

oneofthebannedorganisations,theStudents

IslamicMovementofIndia,hasbeendeclared

both unlawful and a terrorist organisation.

The government keeps setting up tribunals

to confirm its declaration of the association

as unlawful, even though the tribunal judg-

menthasnopracticaleffect,astheorganisa-

tionisbannedasaterroristorganisationany-

way.Overtheyears,thegovernmenthasthus

givenitself increasinglywidepowersofban-

ning for increasingly unclear reasons. The

workof challengingtheseprovisions,which

impingeonourfundamentalfreedoms,must

beequallysustainedover time.

Theauthor isa lawyerbased inDelhi

UnderUAPA,government’spowers tobanaresweepingandopaque
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SUBRATABAKSHI:THELOYALIST
WHOHASSTOODBYMAMATA

P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

“You have seen me wear the Gamusa very

often. It is extremely comfortable. Today,

I bought a Gamusa made by various self-

help groups of Kakatipapung

Development Block. #NariShakti.” In

another tweet he wrote: “I am eagerly

awaiting to receive Classic Palm Craft

Nilavilakku made by women in Kerala. It

is commendable how our #NariShakti

has preserved... local crafts...”

●TomarkWomen’s Day, PM

@narendramodi tweeted:

@RahulGandhi tweeted on the ocassion too. “Women are capable of

creating history and future with formidable grace. Don’t let anyone stop you.

#InternationalWomensDay,” the Congress MP wrote.

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,MARCH8

INApartywithfewstarsbeyondtheCentre,
he holds his own. In a government that he
doesn’t lead, he is sometimes creditedwith
commandingmore power than the Chief
Minister. In a region that Delhi only infre-
quently remembers, he is a namewith the
most recall.
And, Himanta Biswa Sarma is just start-

ing.Having got a ticket from theBJP to con-
test fromhisconstituencyJalukbari,despite
protestations otherwise, the 52-year-old is
back in the CM sweepstakes. Can the party
that he almost single-handedly hauled to
power in2016 inAssamdenyhimtheprize
hehas longsought, incaseof awin?
Tussle for power iswhat sawSarmade-

fectfromtheCongressin2015after20years,
startingoutasastudentleader.Mentoredby
Congress stalwarts Hiteswar Saikia and
TarunGogoi,hehadseentohisdismayGogoi
promoting son Gaurav. Sarma decided to
leave after famously kept hangingbyRahul
Gandhi in Delhi when he went to discuss
statematters—once,accordingtoSarma,as
the thenCongresspresident fedhisdog.
Sarma may enjoy the irony that, with

Gogoi dead, Gaurav, 38, is now fighting for
control among several Congress CMhope-
fuls in Assam. (Incidentally, Sarma had
made it a point to superviseGogoi senior’s
treatment when hospitalised following
Covid.) The Congress itself is banking on a
Mahajot (grand alliance), with the AIUDF,
three Left parties, a new regional front
called the Anchalik Gana Morcha and the
BodolandPeople’s Front.
Sarma,meanwhile,hascomea longdis-

tance. The manwho in the run-up to the
2014 Lok Sabha elections attacked theBJP’s
primeminister candidate NarendraModi
over the 2002 riots, saying that in Gujarat

“blood of Muslims” flows through pipes, is
now among themost vicious in attacking
“Miya”(orBengali-origin)MuslimsofAssam,
themostvulnerabletothecitizenshipdeter-
minationprocess inAssam.
Sarma has called AIUDF leader andMP

BadruddinAjmal“enemy”ofAssam,saidthe
BJP does not need votes of the Bengali-ori-
ginMuslimsandaccusedthecommunityof
“openly challenging Assamese culture and
composite Indian culture”. Last month, he
saidhewouldbeveryhappy if describedas
the“extreme”of polarisationpolitics.
As the Finance, Health, Education and

Public Works Minister of Assam, plus the
convenor of the BJP-led NEDA (North East
Democratic Alliance), Sarma is the face of
the BJP’s Assam campaign along with CM
Sarbananda Sonowal. His name is associ-
atedwithsomeof thebiggestdevelopment
schemes inAssam, andat theheight of the
Covidpandemic,he frequentlymadenews
for personally overseeing hospitals and
quarantinecentresandoftenlandingupfor
surprise checks late into night. Sarma had
also courted controversy by releasing
names of Assam residents linked to the
Tablighi Jamaat event in Delhi that had

emerged as a superspreader, but had
brushed it off as being “inpublic interest”.
There have been allegations of corrup-

tion, particularly in the Saradha and Louis
Berger scams, but not enough to slow
Sarma’s rise.
Earlier, before to the 2019 general elec-

tion, therehadbeenspeculationthatSarma
would contest, but he did not get a ticket.
Underlininghissignificancethough,thenBJP
president Amit Shah had in an unprece-
dentedmove releaseda statementexplain-
ingthattheyneededSarmaintheNortheast
tohelp thepartygrow.

Ahead of current elections, talk has
again started onwhether Sarmawould be
CM or be accommodated in Delhi. Sarma
saidmultiple times thathewouldnot con-
test,buthewaspresentonthedais inDelhi
as the BJP announced his name in its first
list of 70 candidates.
On Monday, the BJP said it won’t an-

nounce a CMcandidate, unlike 2016,when
Sonowal’snamehadbeendeclared. “When
thereisnogovernment,thentheCMnameis
projected.Whenweareingovernment,then
wedonotprojectanyname,”BJPstatechief
RanjeetKumarDass toldPTI.
Sarma told reporters, “It is the preroga-

tiveof theparliamentaryboardtoannounce
acandidate... Ithinkweshouldpatientlywait
for an announcement fromDelhi.” Asked
whyhe is contesting after earlier stating he
wouldnot,Sarmasaid it’sbecausetheparty
askedhimto.
It’s not like Sarma toplay shy. Anauthor

of four books (including one released in
February),heroutinelyuploadsphotoswith
familyandofhiscollegedays.Thedotingfa-
therwasunsparing recentlywhenaphoto-
graph of himwith his daughterwasmisin-
terpretedonsocialmedia.
Sarma’s wife Riniki, withwhomhe has

twochildren—19and17—isamediaentre-
preneur and the owner of prominent news
channelNewsLive.
There is another quality that makes

Sarmadifferent fromtheusualpolitician. In
a party not known to appreciate humour,
particularly at its leaders’ expense, the 52-
year-olddubbed‘mama’onsocialmediaen-
courages themanyviralmemesand jingles
featuring him — sharing the more viral
oneshimself.
Askedabout thememesrecently,Sarma

said, “If someone loves being creative and
makingmemes... I have a lot of respect for
the younggeneration... I amready, let them
makemorememesonme.”
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A party for Mr Biswa
More firmlyensconcedthanever inBJP,HimantaBiswaSarmaisback in thepoll race—andbackamidstbuzzregardinghisplans

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,MARCH8

THEFORMERNo.2ofMamataBanerjee,66-
year-oldMukulRoyisamongthechiefarchi-
tectsof theBJP’sslowandsteadybuild-upin
WestBengal.Thisincludeschippingawayat
the Trinamool’s edifice, by helping the BJP
weanaway leaders fromtheparty.
Theparty’snationalvice-president,Royis

nowpart of every frame in the BJP’s Bengal
campaign.If thereisresentmentovernotbe-
ing counted as among the chief ministerial
hopefuls, Roy hasn’t shown it, as he asserts
theBJP’s target: “Iss bar 200paar (This time,
more than 200 seats).” TheWest Bengal
Assemblyhas294MLAs.
RoystartedhispoliticalcareerasaYouth

Congress leader, around the same time as
Mamata Banerjeewas part of the outfit. He
wasamongthefoundingmembersof theAll
India Trinamool Congress whenMamata
floateditinJanuary1998aftersplittingfrom
the Congress. Soon Roy emerged as the
party’s face inDelhi, and in2006,wasmade
its general secretary and earned a berth in
the Rajya Sabha. In the UPA II government,
he served initially as Minister of State,
Shipping, before becoming Railways
Minister — a portfolioMamata held till she
movedtoBengalas theCM.
Roy’s tenure though was brief, as in

September 2012, the Trinamool exited the
UPAcoalitionoveritsclearanceto51%FDIin
retail andaviationsector.
Roy andMamata finally fell out in 2015

afterhisnamecameupintheSaradhascam

as well as the Narada sting operation al-
legedly involvingTrinamool leaders.
In September 2017, Roywas suspended

fromtheTrinamoolforsixyears.Heformally
joined theBJP inNovember.
Theman dubbed “Chanakya” of Bengal

politics has since been working on the

groundhelpingtheBJPbuildbaseinthestate,
and is creditedwith the party winning 18
seatsinthe2019LokSabhapolls.Amongthe
leadersbelievedtohavebeenbroughttothe
BJP by Roy are his son andMLA Subrangsu
Roy,apart fromTrinamool legislatorsSovan
Chatterjee and Sabyasachi Dutta, and Sunil

Singh, Biswajit Das,Wilson Champamary,
andMihirGoswami.Healsoplayedakeyrole
intheBJP’ssuccessinwooingoverTrinamool
stars such as Suvendu Adhikari, Rajib
Banerjeeand JitendraTiwari.
OnMonday, fivemore sitting Trinamool

MLAs — Sonali Gula, considered close to
Mamata;RabindranathBhattacharya,apromi-
nent face of the Singur land agitation; Jatu
Lahiri; Sital Sardar; andDipendu Biswas—
switched to theBJP.Guha said shewasmov-
ingtotheBJPontherequestof“Mukulda”.
In her latest swipe at “gaddar” Roy and

other deserters, Mamata said after the
EnforcementDirectoratequestioningofher
nephewAbhishekBanerjee’swife,“Thetiger
cub isnot scaredof catsor rats.”

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH8

MAKINGHIS intentions to stay in the race
cleardespiteauntVKSasikala’s suddende-
cision to pull out, T T V Dhinakaran an-
nouncedMonday that he now also had an
ally:AsaduddinOwaisi’sAIMIM.
TheAmmaMakkalMunnetraKazhagam

willbecontesting inasmanyseatsaspossi-
ble to “establish Amma rule”, Dhinakaran
said. Comparing his camp to the Pandavas,
hesaidthebattlewouldbethereal“dharma
yudham” — the exact words used inciden-
tally by Deputy Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam in early 2017when he had
declared a revolt against Sasikala, the then
AIADMKgeneral secretary.
With the Tamil Nadu contest delicately

poised, Dhinakaran’s decision is set to give
theAIADMKsleeplessnights.Inthe2019Lok
Sabha votes, the AMMK had got 5% of the
votes.Whilethishadnottranslatedintoany
seat, Dhinakaran is believed to lopped 15%
votesoff theAIADMK’s share. TheDMK-led
alliance had swept the state, winning 38 of
the39seats.
Before that, Dhinakaran had won the

R K Nagar Assembly constituency, earlier
represented by Jayalalithaa, as an
Independent, defeating both the ruling
AIADMKandDMK.
ManyAIADMKleaderswithsympathies

for the Sasikala-Dhinakaran camp are dis-
mayed at his decision. “A majority of the
peoplewhowill vote for theAMMKwillbe
AIADMK supporters, especially in north
Chennai and Delta and Southern Tamil
Naduregions.TheSasikalacampcontinues
to have support, especially among the
Thevars.Manypeoplealsohavesympathies
forSasikalaandDhinakaranbecauseofher
four-year prison term, and think Sasikala
withdrew frompolitics under threat. Even
if a section of them votes for the AMMK, it
will hurt the AIADMK,” said a senior
AIADMK leader.
Another senior AIADMK leader pointed

to Sasikala’s announcement withdrawing
frompoliticsinwhichsheappealedtocadres
tounite todefeat theDMKbutdidn’task for
votes for either the AIADMK or AMMK.
Sasikala had thus ensured that if the DMK
won, no blame would come to her, the
leaderargued.
Belonging to theDelta region, the leader

added that even if Sasikala speaks against
theAMMK,itwon’timpactthepartyasithas
beenfoundedandsustainedbyDhinakaran.
As for Owaisi, Dhinakaran had few op-

tions for allies, with almost all other Tamil
Nadu parties taken. In the 2016 Assembly
polls,Owaisi’spartyhadcontestedfromthe
Vaniyambadi seat and got 10,000 votes. It
willbefightingthisconstituency,apartfrom
KrishnagiriandSankarapuramthatalsohave
asignificantMuslimpopulation,thistimein
alliancewiththeAMMK.Whileitmightend
up making some impact only in
Vaniyambadi, the AIMIM could hurt the
DMKbysplitting theMuslimvote.
AIADMK spokesperson Covai Sathyan

said theAMMKwas little but theB-teamof
the DMK, and the alliancewith the AIMIM
only confirmed that. He said the DMK
wishedtohaveatie-upwiththeAIMIMbut
hadbacktrackedfearingtheywouldlosethe
majorityvotebank.

Worry for ADMK
as TTV allies with
Owaisi, declares
dharma yudham

SarmawithHomeMinisterAmitShahandCMSarbanandaSonowalatarallyatBatadravainNagaonlastmonth.PTI

MukulRoy, statepartychiefDilipGhoshwelcomeTrinamool leadersSonaliGuha
(right), andactressTanusreeChakraborty totheBJP inKolkataonMonday.PTI

The pied piper
Mamatamaydenouncethemas ‘rats’, but
Trinamool ishurtingas formerNo.2MukulRoy
woosoverher leaders toBJP,helpsbuild theparty

●WHO’SWHERETODAY

WESTBENGALCMMAMATA
BANERJEEINNANDIGRAM;
KERALACHIEFMINISTER
PINARAYIVIJAYANIN
DHARMADOMINKANNUR

2016 ASSEMBLY POLLS 2019 LOK SABHAPOLLS

2016 ASSEMBLY POLLS 2019 LOK SABHAPOLLS

ASSAM

■BJP ■Congress ■AGP ■ AIUDF ■BPF ■ Others ()voteshare

60
(29.5%)

26
(30.9%)

14
(8.1%)

13
(13%)

12
(3.9%)

1
(11.04%)

9
(36.05%)

3
(35.44%)

1
(7.8%)

1
(10%)

AGP:0 (8.23%)

BPF:0 (2.48%)

126
seats

14
seats

234
seats 39

seats

KERALA

■CPI(M) ■CPI ■Congress ■ IUML ■ BJP ■RSP ■Others ()voteshare

TAMILNADU

2016 ASSEMBLY POLLS 2019 LOK SABHAPOLLS

WESTBENGAL

■TMC ■Congress ■BJP ■LeftFront ■ Independent ■Others ()voteshare

294
seats

42
seats

PUDUCHERRY

■AIADMK ■DMK ■Congress ■ IUML ■PMK ■BJP ■DMDK

■VCK ■CPI ■CPI(M) ■Others ()voteshare

■Congress ■ NRCongress ■ AIADMK ■DMK ■Others ()voteshare

1
seats

59
(26.7%)

19
(8.2%)

21
(23.8%)

18
(7.4%)

1
(10.6%)

22
(23.3%

15
(37.46%)

2
(5.48%)

Others:

0 (26.55%)

1
(25.97%)

1
(2.08%)

1
(2.46%)

140
seats

20
seats

2016 ASSEMBLY POLLS 2019 LOK SABHAPOLLS

2016 ASSEMBLY POLLS 2019 LOK SABHAPOLLS

136
(40.88%)

89 (31.39%) 8 (6.47%)

1

(0.73%) 24
(32.76%)

8
(12.76%)

2
(2.43%)

2
(2.40%)

1

(18.48%)

1 (1.11%)

1 (1.18%)

PMK:0 (5.36%)

BJP:0 (2.86%)

DMDK:0 (2.41%)

VCK:0 (0.77%)

Others:0 (8.86%)

Others:0(28.88%)

15
(30.6%)

8
(28.1%)

4
(16.8%)

2
(8.9%)

1
(15.6%)

30
seats

1
(56.27%)

Others:

0 (43.73%)

211
(44.91%

44
(12.25%)

32
(29.69%)

3
(10.16%)

1
(2.2%)

3
(0.79%)

22
(43.30%)

18
(40.70%)

2
(5.67%)

LeftFront:

0(6.33%)

Khela hobe
For the BJP, this is a contest to showcase PMNarendraModi’s “lasting
popularity”, despite the Covid pandemic, the lockdownmisery, the
economic slowdown, and the CAA-NRC issue which has themost
resonance inAssam andBengal— two of the four states, and theUnion
territory of Pondicherry—which vote in the coming elections. Should
Mamata Banerjee and Pinarayi Vijayanwithstand the heat of the BJP
pressure, theOppositionmay get a freshwind

Pune
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THE SECOND leg of the Budget
session of Parliament began on
astormynoteMondaywithboth
RajyaSabhaandLokSabhawit-
nessing sloganeering and
protests by Opposition parties
demanding an immediate dis-
cussion on the rise in fuel and
cookinggasprices.
Amid the disruption, it was

announced that both Houses
will revert to the usual timing
from Tuesday and commence
their sitting from11am.
In both Houses, Opposition

members had givennotices de-
mandingsuspensionofallbusi-
ness to take up a discussion on
the increase in prices of petrol,
dieselandLPG.Withthepresid-
ingofficersnotacceptingtheno-
tices, Opposition members
stagedprotests, leading tomul-
tiple adjournments. In Rajya
Sabha, the notice was given by
Leader of the Opposition
MallikarjunKharge. TheHouse
could not transact any business
becauseof theprotests.
“I havegone through theno-

tice and I have come to the con-
clusionthatthis issuecanbedis-
cussed during the course of the
discussionon theAppropriation

Bill. ...Also,we have enough op-
portunitiestodiscussitduringthe
Budget part of the Session,”
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
said, rejecting the notice. In Lok
Sabha, Speaker Om Birla said,
“Theissueisimportant.Members
can speak on the subject during
thediscussiononthefinanceBill.”
Arguing that the issue was

importantandpeopleareagitat-
ing, Kharge said, “Petrol prices
are nearing Rs 100 per litre and
the diesel prices aremore than
Rs80perlitre.PricesofLPGhave
also increased. Prices of all the
petroleumproducts have gone
up and there is a rise of nearly
820 per cent excise duty on
diesel and around 258 per cent
excise duty on petrol after
2014…Rs 21 lakh crores have
beencollectedbyputtingexcess
excise duty, cess and all these
things…becauseof this, the en-
tirecountry is suffering.”
With Oppositionmembers

rushing to theWell, Naidu ad-
journedtheHouseto11am,say-
ing, “This is not theway. I don't
want to take any drastic action
on the first day.” Similar scenes
werewitnessedwhentheHouse
reassembled, leading tomulti-
ple adjournments before it was
adjourned for the day. The Lok
Sabhatoosawmultipleadjourn-
mentsover thesame issue.

Opposition leadersstageaprotestoverrise in fuelprices in
RajyaSabhaonMonday. RSTV/PTI

Budget session
second leg off
to stormy start

Chennai: The DMK on
Monday inked its seat-
sharing deal with the
CPI(M) aftermuchdelib-
erations, allotting it six
seats. It also allotted one
seat each to Tamizhaga
Vazhvurimai Katchi,
Aathi Tamizhar Peravai
and Makkal Viduthalai
Katchi.Theselocalparties
willcontestontheDMK’s
‘Rising Sun’ symbol.
Vaiko’s MDMK had ear-
lier agreed to contest all
its six seats on the DMK
symbol.TheDMKhasap-
portioned25seats to the
Congress.

PTI

DMK allocates
6 seats to CPM

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH8

CHIEF MINISTER Edappadi K
Palaniswami promised that the
AIADMKwill give amonthly al-
lowanceof Rs1,500 toall house-
wives and six free gas cylinders
annuallytoeachfamilyifitwasre-
turned to power after
the upcoming
Assemblyelections.
The statement

comesadayafterDMK
chief M K Stalin an-
nouncedamonthly al-
lowanceofRs1,000for
housewives if hisparty
wasvotedtopower.
Extendinghisgreet-

ings on theoccasionof
International Women’s Day,
Palaniswamisaid theannounce-
mentwasagiftforthewomenof
thestate.

Asked whether his
partywas following the
DMK’sidea,Palaniswami
said the decisionwas a
partof theirparty’sman-
ifesto,discussionsregard-
ingwhichhavebeentak-
ingplaceoverthepast10
days. “The DMK might
have made their an-
nouncement in advance

after they got leaks regarding
AIADMK’smanifesto. It isnatural
to have similar ideas,” the Chief
Ministersaid.

FollowingDMK’s announce-
mentonSunday,MakkalNeedhi
MaiamleaderKamalHaasanhad
alleged that Stalin’s partywas
stealing ideas fromhispartyas it
wasHaasanwhohad firstmade
the promise of a monthly al-
lowanceforhousewives.
While it is raining sops in

TamilNadu, it is interesting that
asperportionsofmanifestos re-
leasedbyDMKandAIADMK,both
parties havebeen looking to roll
outschemesforwomen,anded-
ucationandhealthsectors.
However,therearealsoques-

tions about the lack of clarity on
howthestategovernmentcould
source funds to cater to these
heavy-budgetschemes.
Top sources within the

CPI(M) and Congress in Kerala,
which is also going to the polls
this month, said they, too, are
comingupwithsimilarschemes
in thecomingdays.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH8

WESTBENGALChiefMinisterand
Trinamool Congress chief
MamataBanerjeeonMondayhit
out at PrimeMinisterNarendra

Modi, saying
the day was
not far when
the country
would be
named after
him.
“ThePrime

Minister has
named a sta-
dium after
himself.Hehas

puthisphotographsonCovid-19
vaccination certificates. He has
turnedtheCovidvaccinetoModi
vaccine.Adaywillcomewhenthe
countrywillbenamedafterhim,”
Banerjee said after leading a
women’s day rally fromCollege

Square to theDorina crossing in
Esplanade.ActorssuchasSaayoni
Ghosh, Sayantika Banerjee, and
June Malia participated in the
“Didir SatheAmra (Wearewith
Didi)”march.
TearingintoModiforquestion-

ingwomen’ssafetyinBengal—the
Prime Minister made such re-
marks at his Brigade Parade
GroundrallyinKolkataonSunday
—Banerjee said, “Seewhat you
[BJP] did inUP,MadhyaPradesh
andGujarat.Mediareportssaythat

therehavebeentwomurdersand
four rapesonanaveragedaily in
Gujarat in the last two
years...Ahmedabad andModi's
favouriteUPareatthetopofthelist
ofincidentsofrapeinthecountry.”
The Chief Minister said, “In

Bengal,women are safe even at
midnight... But in those states,
women are not safe even at 3
pm....Ourwomenworkhere.”
Banerjee also slammed the

BJPgovernmentat theCentre for
risingfuelprices.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH8

A DAY after Union Home
MinisterAmitShahthrewques-
tions at him, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on
Mondaymade a scathing coun-
terattack, calling Shah the “em-
bodiment of communalism”,
who is “ready to do anything to
nurturecommunalism”.
Referring toShah’s allegation

that awitness in the gold smug-
glingscandalhaddiedundermys-
terious circumstances, Vijayan,
kickingofftheelectioncampaign-
ing in his constituency
Dharmadam, inKannur, said the
state government is ready to in-
vestigateif itgetsthedetails.“But
Iwanttotellyou,Iwasnotlodged
in jail for abduction. Who has
faced (casesunder) grave crimes
ofmurder, abduction etc…. You
havefacedsuchcases.Theywere
notfalsecases,astheonesyouare
trying to (foist on the state) now.
Don’t try to create smokescreen

aboutthedeathofawitness.’’
Recallingtheencounterkilling

of Sohrabuddin Shaikh, Vijayan
said, “Don’t you remember the
fakeencounterkilling?Whowas
chargedsheetedonchargesofcon-
spiracybehindthosekillings?The
personnamedinthechargesheet
wasAmitShah...Suchapersonhas
come toKerala to teachusabout
thesenseof justice.”
Vijayan saidmystery still re-

mains over the death of Judge
Loya,whowaspresidingoverthe
CBIcourt intheSohrabuddinen-
counter case. “NoBJP leader has
spokenaboutit.’’
Vijayan also said, “Don’t you

knowthepersonwhohascreated
‘achhedin’byincreasinghiswealth
16,000 timesoverayear?That is
notPinarayiVijayan.Yourculture
isdifferentfromours--donottryto
measureotherswiththat...’’

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,MARCH8

THE FREEDOM to Religion Bill,
2021 was passed in Madhya
PradeshAssemblywithvoicevote
onMondayamidoppositionfrom
the Congress and slogans of ‘Jai
Shri Ram’ raisedby somemem-
bersof treasurybenches.
TheBillwasbroughttoreplace

the Freedom to Religion
Ordinance thatwas cleared in a
specialcabinetmeetingandcame
intoeffectonJanuary9.
Speakingtoreportersafterthe

Billwas passed, HomeMinister
NarottamMishra said, “Any love
thatheadstowardsjihad,wewill
oppose it. Any love that offends
oursentiments,wewillopposeit.
Any love that will make our
daughters and sisters suffer,we
will oppose it.” He said theway
Congressopposedthelegislation
on the InternationalWomen’s
Day“makesmyheartsad”andac-
cused the Opposition party of
playingpolitics of appeasement
andspreadingmisinformation.
Earlier, opposing the Bill in

Assembly, Lahar MLA and
Congress leaderDrGovindSingh

said, “Does this Bill not violate
Article21of theConstitutionthat
guaranteespersonalfreedomand
libertyandArticle25thatguaran-
teesapersonthefreedomofchoos-
ingtheirreligionofhisownwill?”
Citing the number of cases

registered under the ordinance,
Congress MLA from Jabalbur
Vinay Saxena said, “Itwillmake
up about 200 cases a year, but
there are about 10,000 cases of
crimeagainstwomen.Whyisthe
governmentnotseriousaboutit?”
HeenaKavera,CongressMLA

fromBalaghat,questionedifthere
is data that supports theneed to
bringtheBill.
BJPMLA fromHoshangabad,

Sitaram Sharma, suggested
changestothelawtoallow“social
institutions”toregisteracomplaint.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

Apparentlyupsetoverthecontro-
versyoverhisremarksduringthe
hearing of the anticipatory bail
pleaof a rapeaccused lastweek,
Chief Justice of India S A Bobde
Mondaysaidtherewas“complete
misreporting”ofwhatheactually
saidandthatthecourt“hasgiven
highestrespecttowomanhood”.
Theremarkscomeinthewake

of recent criticism against the
SupremeCourtduringaMarch1
hearing, inwhichithadpurport-
edly asked a rape accused

whetherhewouldmarrythegirl
whohadcomplainedagainsthim.
Both the accused and the com-
plainantgirl in thecaseweremi-
norswhentheallegedcrimewas
committed.
After that hearing, CPI(M)

politburomember BrindaKarat
hadwrittentotheCJI,askinghim
towithdrawhisremarks.Several
women’srightsactivists,eminent
citizens,intellectuals,writersand
artisteshadalsopennedanopen
letter to the CJI, demanding an
apology and retractionof the re-
marks.
OnMonday, theCJI sought to

clarify that his query “will you

marryher” to the accused in the
March1hearingwas in the con-
textofthatparticularcase.Thepe-

titionerrapeaccusedinthatcase
wasaccusedbythegirl of reneg-
ingonhispromisetomarryher.
“...wenevergaveasuggestion

that you shouldmarry.Wehad
asked, are you going tomarry?”
theCJIsaidwhilehearinganother
caseofa14-year-oldrapesurvivor
seekingthecourt’spermissionto
aborther26-weekpregnancy.
AdvocateVKBiju, appearing

forthe14-year-old,wasthanking
theCourtforbeingconsiderateto
hisclientwhentheCJIrecalledlast
week’sdevelopments.
“Good to hear this.Wehave

heardtheoppositeinthelasttwo
weeks”,theCJItoldthecounsel.

“Youaskedaquestioninadif-
ferent context. Youwerequoted
out of context”, SolicitorGeneral
TusharMehtaweighedin.
TheCJI then referred theSG's

attention to section 165 of the
EvidenceActwhich says that “a
Judgemay,inordertodiscoveror
toobtainproperproofofrelevant
facts,askanyquestionhepleases,
in any form, at any time, of any
witness, or of the parties, about
anyfactrelevantorirrelevant;and
mayorder theproductionof any
document or thing; andneither
theparties nor their agents shall
beentitledtomakeanyobjection
toanysuchquestionororder,nor,

withouttheleaveof theCourt, to
cross-examineanywitnessupon
anyanswer given in reply to any
suchquestion."
TheSGrespondedthattheCJI

was“completelyinsyncwiththe
mandate of Section 165 of the
Act”.
“Thefactofthematterisanin-

stitutionand thisbenchwehave
had thehighest respectofwom-
anhood”,addedtheCJI.
AdvocateBiju suggested that

thereshouldbesomemechanism
todealwithsuchissuesbuttheCJI
did not seem to agree and said
“our reputation is always at the
handsof theBar”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

THE SUPREME Court Bar
Association (SCBA) Monday
movedtheSupremeCourtchal-
lenging the StandardOperating
Procedure (SOP) issued by the
court for hybrid hearings start-
ingMarch15.
The SCBA said the SOP had

beenframedwithoutconsulting
theBarwhich is anequal stake-
holderinthejusticedeliverysys-
tem.

The hybridmechanismwill
enable thecounsel toappearei-
therviavirtualmodeorbephys-
icallypresentincourt—mooted
as a step before complete nor-
malcy is restored.
The SCBA plea said that the

SOPdoesnothaveaprovisionfor
hybrid hearing onMonday and
Friday when miscellaneous
(fresh)matters are taken up. It
alsodoesnothaveanyprovision
to facilitate oralmentioning for
urgentmatters, it said.
The SOP was issued on

March5.

VISHNUVARMA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH8

THE BJPMonday named its na-
tional vice-president A P
Abdullakutty as theparty’s can-
didate for theMalappuram Lok
Sabha bypoll scheduled to be
heldonApril6.
The constituency fell vacant

aftersittingMPPKKunhalikutty
of the Indian Union Muslim
League resigned from the Lok
Sabha to contest the upcoming
Assemblyelections inthestate.
This is the first time

Abdullakuttywillbeintheelectoral
frayfortheBJPsincehisentryinto
the party in 2019. He was pro-
motedas thenationalvice-presi-
dent of the party in September,
2020andisseenasitsmostpromi-
nentMuslimfaceinKerala.
Abdullakutty,whohailsfrom

Kannur,wasatwo-timeCPMMP
representing the Kannur Lok
Sabha constituency between
1999 and 2009. Hewas also the
statepresidentoftheSFI,thestu-
dentwingof theCPM.However,
hewasexpelledfromtheCPMin
2009 after he publicly praised
thenGujaratCMNarendraModi.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

THEDELHIHighCourtonMonday
saidthevacanciesofmembers in
the National Commission for
Minoritiesoughttobefilledexpe-
ditiously anddirected theCentre
tosubmitatimelineregardingthe
appointmentswithinoneweek.It
alsopulleduptheCentreforfiling
an “unsatisfactory” reply in re-
sponsetoanorderpassedbyitlast
month.
The court passed the order

while hearing apetition seeking

the filling upof the vacancies at
the Commission. The petition
stated that six out of sevenposts
intheCommission,includingthe
position of Chairperson, are va-
cantatpresent.TheCommission
hasrepresentationfromonlythe
Muslimcommunitynow.
OnFebruary15,thecourthad

sought a status of the appoint-
ments from the Ministry of
MinorityAffairs.
Describing theministry’s re-

ply as “unsatisfactory”, Justice
PrathibaMSinghsaid, “Howcan
you say this? There has to be…
some steps given like these are

stepswe have taken and this is
whereitis.Ineffectitissayingthat
theprovisiondoesnottellustodo
it inanytimeline”.
The court also said the peti-

tionerisabsolutelyrightinsaying
that the purpose of the
Commission is to ensure repre-
sentation of allminorities. “The
merefactthatthepersonsofem-
inence, ability and integrityhave
tobeappointed,wouldnotmean
thatthesaidappointmentswould
notbeexpeditiouslyfilled/made,”
theordersaid.
Additional Solicitor General

ChetanSharmaearliersubmitted

before the court that the vacan-
cies have arisenduring thepan-
demic but the Commission is
functioning efficiently. Themin-
istry in its replyalsosaid thatout
of 1,279 cases listed before the
Commission, 815havebeendis-
posedof.
Thepetition filed lastmonth

byAbhayRatanBauddh,whobe-
longstotheBuddhistcommunity,
has contended that the govern-
mentisdeliberatelynotfillingthe
vacant posts and thus violating
the provisions of the law. The
Commissioniscurrentlyfunction-
ingonlywithitsVice-Chairperson.

Complete misreporting of rape hearing last week: CJISCBA plea challenges
SOP for hybrid hearings

Abdullakutty is
BJP candidate
for Malappuram
LS bypoll

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH8

IN AN unusual development,
hundredsofCPI(M)workersand
sympathisers took to the streets
inprotestagainstprobablecandi-
datesnamedbytheparty for the
April6Assemblypolls.
At Ponnani in

Malappuram district,
scores of men and
women raised slogans
demanding that local
CPI(M) leader T M
Siddique be made the
party candidate. The
CPI(M)hasnamedCITU
all-India secretary P
NandaKumar in the list
ofprobablesfortheconstituency,
currentlyrepresentedbySpeaker
PSreeramakrishnan.
Sreeramakrishnanisnotcon-

testing, having completed two
consecutive termsas a legislator,
a norm introducedbyCPI(M) in
thiselection.
Womenheldbanners stating

thatthe“partywouldcorrectthe
leaders,peoplewouldcorrectthe
party.’’
Siddiqueisaprominentleader

inPonnani,wheretheCPI(M)has
astrongbaseamongtheMuslim
community. After reports that
Siddiquedidnotfigureinthelistof
probable candidates, the local
communityhadprotested.
CPI(M)'sMalappuramdistrict

secretary E N Mohandas said,
“When theparty announces the
candidate, thisprotestwouldfiz-
zle out. Today’smarch shouldbe
seen only as an emotional reac-
tionofpeople...”
AtKuttiyadi,inKozhikodedis-

trict, party cadres protested
against the seat being given to
Kerala Congress (M), a newen-
trant in the LDF. Kuttiyadi is a
CPI(M) stronghold and theparty
has been contesting all elections
there. Local CPI(M) cadres and
leaderswant formerKozhikode
district panchayat president K P

KunhahammedMaster
asthecandidate.
Meanwhile,asection

of CPI(M) cadres are
irked over exclusion of
senior party leader P
Jayarajanfromtheprob-
able listof candidates in
his home district –
Kannur. Jayarajan, a key
figure in the CPI(M)'s

battle against theBJP andSangh
Parivar outfits in adistrictwhich
has seen several political killings
overtheyears,hasbeenprojected
asavictimofwhathispartycalls
“SanghParivar-backedviolence”
inKannur.Hesurvivedabrutalat-
tack, allegedlybyBJPworkers, in
1999andisalsoanallegedaccused
intwopoliticalmurders.
A formerCPI(M)Kannurdis-

trict secretary, Jayarajanhadun-
successfully contested the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. Other CPI(M)
leaderswholostthe2019pollsare
scheduled to contest the
Assembly elections. Jayarajan’s
supportershavebeenincreasingly
protestingonsocialmediaagainst
thedecisiontodrophisname.
Sources in the party said the

leadershipfearstheissueofpolit-
icalviolencewillbebroughttofo-
cus,puttingLDFonthedefensive,
if Jayarajan contested the elec-
tions. In 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
when Jayarajan contested from
Vatakara, rivalshadraised the is-
sueofpoliticalviolenceinvolving
theparty,theypointedout.
Jayarajan,meanwhile,posted

onFacebook,“It isuptotheparty
to decide what responsibility
should be given to me. Party
workersandsympathizersshould
keepawayfromprotest...”

Day not far when country will
be named after Modi: Mamata

CJIBobde:Wenevergavea
suggestionthatyoushould
marry.Wehadasked,are
yougoingtomarry?
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APAbdullakutty isBJP’s
nationalvice-president

EdappadiKPalaniswami

NarottamMishra

Minority panel vacancies should be filled
expeditiously, Delhi HC tells Centre

Will oppose love that
leads to jihad, says
minister after MP nod
to anti-conversion law

EPS promises Rs 1,500 monthly
allowance for housewives

PJayarajan:Namemissing

In Kerala, local
protests over
‘exclusion’ of
some by CPM

KeralaCM
Pinarayi
Vijayan

Pinarayi’s counter to
Shah: Who has faced
cases of grave crime?

MamataBanerjeeatawomen’s rally inKolkata.ParthaPaul

DISQUIET IN

THE HILLS
UttarakhandChiefMinister
TrivendraSinghRawatafter
meetingBJPpresident JP
Naddaat the latter's
residence inNewDelhion
Monday.Asectionof state
leadersarereportedly
miffedwithRawat’s
leadershipandareof the
viewthat theparty’s
electoralprospectsunder
himmaynotbeverybright.
Anil Sharma

Pune
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A PHASE 3 trial in India has found

tocilizumab improves outcomes in

severely ill Covid-19 patients, reviv-

ing the debate over the anti-inflam-

matorydrugthatisusedprimarilyto

treatrheumatoidarthritis.Thestudy,

conducted by researchers from

Medanta Institute of Education and

ResearchandtheUniversityofBristol,

has been published in The Lancet

RespiratoryMedicine.Whilesuggest-

ing that tocilizumabmay help se-

verely ill patients, the

authors also noted that

thestudydoesnot sup-

port the routine use of

tocilizumab in adults

withCovid-19.

The debate
Ontheonehand,the

study adds to existing

evidence about the

drug’s utility in treat-

ment of Covid-19. For

instance, in January 7,

researchers published

onapre-printserverthe

resultsofaREMAP-CAP

trial, which assessed

803Covid-19patientsin

ICU (353 given

tocilizumab and 402

given standard treat-

ment).While64.2%ICU

patientssurvivedinthe

control arm, 72% sur-

vived when adminis-

tered tocilizumab.

On the other hand, some studies

havefoundtocilizumablesseffective

against Covid-19. Themost crucial

onecamefromtocilizumabmanufac-

turerRocheinJuly2020:itpublished

phase 3 trial results that found

tocilizumabdidnotmeettheprimary

endpoint of clinical improvementor

thesecondaryendpointof reduction

inmortality.AndinOctober,TheNew

England Journal of Medicine pub-

lished a study on 243 patients that

found tocilizumabwas not effective

inpreventingdeathinmoderatelyill,

hospitalisedCovid-19patients.

COVINTOC findings

Called COVINTOC (Covid India

Tocilizumab), the phase 3 trial re-

ported in The Lancetwas conducted

in 12 public and private hospitals

acrossIndia.Of180adultpatients,89

patients received standard care, and

91 received standard care plus

tocilizumab. Patientswere followed

upovera28-dayperiod.

Analysis of the data revealed a

subsetofpatientswithseveredisease

in whom tocilizumabmight have a

reducedriskforprogressiontodeath

if treatedwith tocilizumab in addi-

tiontostandardcare,the

UniversityofBristolsaid

inamedia release.

Limitations
Clinicalparametersor

biomarkers to reliably

identify patients who

might benefit from

tocilizumab,andtheopti-

mal timingof treatment

duringCovid-19progres-

sion, remain unknown,

theUniversitynoted.The

authors conclude that

whilethestudydoesnot

supporttheroutineuseof

tocilizumab in adults

withCovid-19, it adds to

the growing evidence

suggesting itmay help

someseverelyillpatients.

“Our study suggests

tocilizumabmight still

be effective in patients

with severe Covid-19

andsoshouldbeinvestigatedfurther

in future studies. It adds to existing

evidence from the RECOVERY and

REMAP-CAP studies which demon-

strate that tocilizumab does have a

significant impact on reducingmor-

tality in thosewith Covid-19 requir-

ing oxygen or being ventilated,” the

release quoted the trial’s lead co-au-

thor,ProfessorAVRamananfromthe

UniversityofBristol’sMedicalSchool,

as saying.

The study was funded by

Medanta Institute of Education and

Research,RocheIndia,CiplaIndia,and

ActionCOVID-19 India.

Tocilizumab reduces death
risk in severely ill Covid
patients, trial in India finds
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THE SUPREMECourt, while examining the

constitutional validity of theMaratha reser-

vation, said onMonday that itwill look into

whetherthelandmark1992decisioninIndra
SawhneyvUnionofIndianeedstoberevisited.
Thepotentialreconsiderationofthe11-judge

ruling, popularly referred to as theMandal

case,couldalterthestructureof reservations

thathasbeeninplacefordecades.

Whyis theSupremeCourtconsidering
revisitingtheMandalcase?
A Constitution Bench headed by Justice

AshokBhushaniscurrentlyhearingthechal-

lengetotheMaharashtralawprovidingquo-

tas forMarathas in jobs and admissions in

thestate.WhiletheBombayHighCourthad

upheld the constitutional validity of the

quota, it said the quota should be reduced

from16%to12-13%,asrecommendedbythe

StateBackwardClassesCommission.Therul-

ingwaschallengedbeforeaSupremeCourt

Bench, which referred it to a larger

ConstitutionBench.

What isunderchallenge intheMaratha
quota?
Thereare twomainconstitutionalques-

tions for the court to consider in the chal-

lenge to the Martha quota law. First, is

whetherstatescandeclareaparticularcaste

tobea socially andeducationallybackward

class. The second is whether states can

breach the 50% ceiling for “vertical quotas”

setby theSupremeCourt.

What is theIndraSawhneycasethat the
Benchhasreferredto?
In 1979, the Second Backward Classes

Commission(MandalCommission)wasset

uptodetermine thecriteria fordefining the

sociallyandeducationallybackwardclasses.

TheMandalreportidentified52%ofthepop-

ulation at that time as “Socially and

EconomicallyBackwardClasses”(SEBCs)and

recommended27%reservation forSEBCs in

addition to the previously existing 22.5%

reservation forSC/STs.

In1990,whentheVPSingh led-govern-

ment set out to implement theMandal re-

port, itwaschallengedincourtamidstwide-

spread protests against themove. The case

cameupbeforeanine-judgeBenchanda6:3

verdictwasdelivered in1992.

Whatdidtheverdictsay?
The court upheld the officememoran-

dums that essentially implemented the

Mandalreport.Themajorityopinion,penned

by justice Jeevan Reddy, said the executive

ordersmandating27%reservationforback-

wardcasteswerevalidandthatthereserva-

tionwasmadenot juston thebasisof caste,

evenif itappearsso,butonthebasisofobjec-

tive evaluation of social and educational

backwardness of classes,which is the crite-

riapreviously laiddownbythecourt.

“To conclude, though prima facie the list
of Backward Classeswhich is under attack

beforeusmaybeconsideredtobeontheba-

sisof caste,acloserexaminationwill clearly

showthatitisonlyadescriptionofthegroup

followingtheparticularoccupationsorpro-

fessions, exhaustively referred to by the

Commission. Even on the assumption that

thelistisbasedexclusivelyoncaste, it isclear

from thematerials before the Commission

and the reasons givenby it in its report that

theentirecaste issociallyandeducationally

backwardandthereforetheirinclusioninthe

list of Backward Classes is warranted by

Article15(4).Thegroupsmentionedtherein

have been included in the list of Backward

classesastheysatisfythevarioustests,which

havebeenlaiddownbythisCourt forascer-

tainingthesocialandeducationalbackward-

nessof aclass,” thecourt said.

The landmark Indra Sawhney ruling set
two important precedents. First, it said that

thecriteriaforagrouptoqualifyforreserva-

tion is “social and educational backward-

ness”.Additionally, thecourtalso reiterated

the50%limittoverticalquotas ithadsetout

in earlier judgements in 1963 (MR Balaji v
State of Mysore) and in 1964 (Devadasan v
UnionofIndia),reasoningthatitwasneeded
toensure“efficiency”inadministration.The

court said this50% limitwill apply—unless

in “exceptional circumstances”.

While the social and educational back-

wardness criteria stemmed from interpre-

tation of various constitutional provisions,

the 50% limit is often criticised as being an

arbitrary limit.

HowdoestheMarathareservationrelate
totheIndraSawhneycase?
Based on the 102nd Amendment to the

Constitution,whichgivesthePresidentpow-

erstonotifybackwardclasses, thecourtwill

havetolookintowhetherstateshavesimilar

powers.Also,sincethispowerflowsfromthe

Constitution, whether the President is still

required to complywith the criteria set by

theSupremeCourt in theMandal case.

The relevance of the Indra Sawhney cri-
teria is also under question in another case

in which the validity of the 103rd

Amendmenthasbeenchallenged.The103rd

Amendment, passed in 2019, provides for

10%reservationingovernmentjobsanded-

ucational institutions for the economically

weaker section in theunreservedcategory.

SimilartotheMarathaissuearethecases

of Patels in Gujarat, Jats in Haryana, and

Kapus inAndhraPradesh.

Additionally, with the implementation

of theMaharashtra law, the vertical quota

in the state could go up to 68%which was

earlier 52% before the passing of the law.

This aspectwill also comeunder question.

SincetheIndraSawhneyverdictgivesapass

to breach of the 50% quota rule only in ex-

ceptionalcircumstances, thecourtwillhave

totest if theMaharashtra lawqualifies tobe

an exception.

Haveanyotherstatesbreachedthe50%
ceilingbefore?
Stateshavebreachedthe50%ceilingbe-

foreand intendtobringmorereservation.

A notable example is Tamil Nadu. The

Tamil Nadu Backward Classes, Scheduled

CastesandScheduledTribes(Reservationof

Seats in Educational Institutions and of

AppointmentsorPostsintheServicesunder

theState)Act,1993,reserves69%oftheseats

incollegesandjobsinthestategovernment.

However, this was done by amending the

Constitution, to place the law in the Ninth

Scheduleafterthe IndraSawhney judgment.
The Ninth Schedule provides the law

with a “safe harbour” from judicial review

under Article 31A of the Constitution. Laws

placedintheNinthSchedulecannotbechal-

lenged for reasons of violating any funda-

mental right protected under the

Constitution.However,whentheTamilNadu

lawwaschallengedin2007(IRCoelhovState
ofTamilNadu), theSupremeCourtruledina
unanimous 9-judge verdict thatwhile laws

placedunderNinthSchedulecannotbechal-

lengedonthegroundsofviolationof funda-

mentalrights,theycanbechallengedonthe

groundthat it violates thebasic structureof

theConstitution.

A laterBenchwastodecidewhether the

TamilNadulawitself (breachingthe50%ceil-

ing)violatesbasicstructure,basedontheIR

Coelho verdict. The Bench has not yet been

setup.
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THE INDIAN Institutes of Management

(IIMs),fordecadesthebrightestjewelinthe

country’shighereducationset-up,aregoing

throughaphaseof turmoil.

Lastweek,theBoardofGovernorsofone

of the older IIMs (Calcutta) stripped its

Director of important powers, and The

IndianExpressreportedthattheDirectorof

anotherold IIM(Ahmedabad)hadpushed

back against the government last year, re-

fusing to complywith a request to submit

for scrutiny aPhD thesis that aBJPMPhad

takenoffence to.

Althoughverydifferentfromeachother,

at the heart of both incidents is the ques-

tionofthepowersoftheDirectorof theIIM,

andthedegreeof autonomythat they, and

the institutes themselves, enjoy.

Howdoesthequestionofautonomyim-

pact their functioning, andhowimportant

istheabilitytotakeindependentdecisions

totheinstitutionalexcellencethattheyhave

areputation for?

What is thecontroversyat IIM-

Ahmedabad?
At the heart of the controversy at IIM-

AhmedabadisaPhDdissertationwiththree

essaysonelectoraldemocracy.

About a year ago, the Ministry of

Education asked the Institute for a copy of

the thesis after Rajya Sabha MP

Subramanian Swamy had sent a letter to

thePrimeMinisterallegingthatthedisser-

tationdescribes theBJP andBSPas “ethni-

cally constituted”parties. And that theBJP

is “apro-Hinduuppercasteparty”.

Swamyhadurgedthegovernmentthat

IIM-Ahmedabadshouldbedirectedtohave

thethesis“re-examine[d]”byindependent

professors,andthatthePhDbekeptonhold

until that reviewwascomplete.

Whenasked to share a copyof the the-

sis, however, IIM-A Director Prof Erol

D’Souza pushed back. In his reply to the

Ministry,hewrotethatthegovernmentwas

notanarbiterofcomplaintsregardingaPhD

thesis, andthat therewereappropriateac-

ademic forumswithin the Institute to flag

complaints.

Andwhat is thecaseat IIM-Calcutta?
What’s happening at IIM-Calcutta is a

first in thehistoryof the IIMs.

The Institute’s Board and theDirector,

AnjuSeth,arelockedinaturfwar,withSeth

accusingtheChairmanoftheBoardofinfring-

ingonher executivepowers and theBoard,

inturn,accusingherof improperconduct.

Theconfrontationsnowballedintoafull-

blowncrisislastweekaftertheBoardpassed

aresolutionagainstSethandstrippedherof

the key powers of making appointments

andtakingdisciplinaryaction.

Historically,howautonomoushavethe
IIMsbeen?
“Before the enactment of the [IIM] Act

[in 2017], when the IIMs functioned as

Societies, theyhada fair amountof auton-

omy in academicmatters andother issues

suchasthefixingof fees.Becauseof thelat-

ter power, the older IIMs (Ahmedabad,

Calcutta, Bangalore, Lucknow, Kozhikode,

Indore)werenotdependentonthegovern-

ment for funds, andwere in a better posi-

tion to assert their autonomy,” said a sen-

ior government officer who spoke on

conditionof anonymity.

“However,theappointmentofDirectors

and Chairmen remained in the govern-

ment’shands,anditoftenusedthisleverage

to influence the IIMs,” theofficer said.

However, this “autonomy”was only a

product of convention, and “functioned as

long as both sides respected it”, the officer

said.“Whenthisrespectwascompromised,

frictionoccurred.”

WhattheIIMActdidwasto“castauton-

omyinstone”,theofficersaid.“Thegovern-

mentcannotreduceitorpassorderswhich

arenotinconsonancewiththeAct.Theonly

way to undo anything is through an

Amendmentpassedbythelegislature,”the

officer said.

Arethereany instancesof friction
betweenanIIMandthegovernmenton
aquestionofpolicy?
The IIMs have been protective of their

autonomy, andhave tended toopposeany

perceived attempt by the government at

curtailing their freedom.

Awell-known example is from 2003-

04, when the then HRDMinister Murli

Manohar Joshi issued an order drastically

reducingadmissionfeesatthesixIIMsfrom

Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 30,000. A face-off ensued

betweenthethenNDAgovernmentandthe

IIMs, and thematterwas resolved only af-

tertheNDAlostthe2004generalelections,

and the new UPA government reversed

Joshi’sorder.

What limitsdoquestionsof funding
andadministrationplaceonthe
principleof autonomyofhigher
educationinstitutions?
“Globally aswell as in India, higher ed-

ucation issupportedbythegovernment in

oneformortheother.Normallythisshould

not impact the autonomy of universities,”

said Ashok Thakur, who retired as Higher

Education Secretary in 2014. “However, if

the government of the day thinks other-

wise, there is no stopping it— irrespective

of whether the institutions are funded or

not,ashasbeenshownintherecentcaseof

IIM-A,whichisfinanciallytotallyindepend-

ent. Funding gives the extra handle to the

government as Parliament and the CAG

havebydefaulttherighttoknowthefateof

the fundsapprovedby it.”

But this “interference”, Thakur said,

“comes at a price, as universities that lack

autonomy are less creative and therefore

suffer in termsof qualityandreputation”.

Whatarethe implicationsof the
ongoingturmoil intheIIMs?
ManyintheIIMcommunityseetheon-

going situations at IIM-Calcutta and IIM-

Ahmedabad as stemming from the dra-

matic shift in power dynamics ushered in

withthenewIIMAct.Thegovernmenthas

relinquished control on paper, but the im-

plementationof theActwill facehiccupsas

the Board assumes greater power in the

functioningof the IIMs.

Revisiting the quota template
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

TheSupremeCourtwillexaminewhether itneedstorevisit its landmark1992decisiononreservations in

theIndraSawhneyruling.Whatwasthelandmarkruling,andwhathasgivenitanewcontext?

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

SECURITYCONCERNSaroundSaudiArabia’s

oilfieldshavepushedthepriceofBrentcrude

abovethe$70-per-barrelmark,thefirsttime

since thepandemicbroke.

Whyarecrudeoilpricesspiking?
Saudi Arabia, one of the largest produc-

ers of crude oil, announced on Sunday that

Ras Tanura, theworld’s largest crudeoil ex-

portingfacility,wasattackedbyadronefrom

theseawithamissile landingclose toa res-

identialcomplexnearthestoragefacility.The

attack by Houthi rebels did not impact oil

supplies, with Saudi Arabia reporting no

damage to property. However, the price of

Brent crude, which has already been rising

sinceOctober, increasedfurtherto$70.7per

barrel amid concerns about the security of

thecountry’s crudeoil supplies.

Howdoesthis impact India?
If prices persist at over $70 per barrel,

Indianconsumers—whoarealready facing

record prices for petrol and diesel — will

likely have to face another round of price

hikes. The retail selling price of petrol and

dieselinIndiaisdeterminedbasedonthein-

ternationalpricesof thefuelsaswellasstate

andcentral taxes.

Oilmarketingcompanieshavehikedthe

pricesofpetrolanddieselbyaboutRs10per

litreandRs11perlitrerespectivelysincethe

beginning of November, with the price of

petrol crossing theRs-100-per-litremark in

some parts of India as a result of crude oil

prices rising from about $40 per barrel to

about$66perbarrel at theendof February.

While oilmarketing companies (OMCs)

havekeptpricesunchangedforninedays—

the longest such period in a year that has

seen26pricehikesinjustoverthreemonths

—OMCswill likely have to hike prices once

again if crudeoilprices remainelevated.

Howdoprices in Indiacomparewith
those inothercountries?
While consumers around theworld are

facing the impact of crude oil prices recov-

ering topre-Covid levels, Indianconsumers

are also bearing the brunt of elevated taxes

leading to recordhighprices.

The Centre had in 2020 increased taxes

onpetrolbyRs13perlitreandondieselbyRs

16 per litre to boost revenues during the

Covid-19 related lockdown. Several states

also increasedsalestaxesduringtheperiod,

pushingpricesup further.

While some states including Rajasthan,

WestBengal,MeghalayaandAssamhavecut

state taxes to reduce the burden of rising

pricesonconsumers, theCentrehasnotyet

indicatedthat itwillcutexcisedutiesonthe

two fuels. Central and state taxes currently

account foraround162%of thebasepriceof

petroland125%of thebasepriceofdiesel in

thenational capital.
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In recent controversies, IIMs and the question of autonomy

Incidentsat IIMCalcuttaandIIM
Ahmedabad(above)havethrownthe
spotlightonthequestionof
autonomy.NirmalHarindran

Brent over $70/barrel: will it hit prices in India?

PetrolpricehasrisenbyRs10per litre
sinceearlyNovember.ExpressArchive

Aprotest inMumbai lastOctoberdemandingspeedy implementationof the
Marathaquota.TheSupremeCourt’s referencetothe IndraSawhneycameduring
ahearingontheMarathaquota llaw. PrashantNadkar
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MEANWHILE

MALALA INKSDEALWITHAPPLE

MalalaYousafzai isaNobel laureateknownaroundtheworldforheractivism,butshe’salso
acartoonfan,andistakingherloveofTVandfilmtoAppleTV+.Yousafzai,23,whogradu-
atedfromOxfordlastJune,announcedMondaythatshehaspartneredwithAppleina
multi-yeardealtodevelopdramas,documentaries,comedies,animationandseriesforkids.

USA

Trial inGeorge
Floyddeath
startswithjury
selection
THE TRIAL of former

Minneapolispoliceofficer

Derek Chauvin for the

deathofGeorgeFloydwas

due to begin onMonday

with the screening of ju-

rorstoweighmurderand

manslaughter charges in

a case seen as a referen-

dum on police violence

against Black Americans.

The judge has set aside

threeweeksforjuryselec-

tionalone,mindfulof the

difficultiesfindingimpar-

tial Minneapolitans in a

case thathasconvulseda

nation and in which an

image of the victim— a

selfieofFloydfaintlysmil-

ing—has fast becomean

internationaliconofracial

justice. REUTERS

Ataprotestagainst
thekillingofGeorge
Floyd. File

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

EQUATORIALGUINEA

20dead,several
injuredinblasts
atmilitarybase
A SERIES of explosions

attributedtomishandled

explosives at a military

base rocked a city in the

central African nation of

Equatorial Guinea on

Sunday,killingat least20

people and injuring

more than 500, the au-

thorities said. President

TeodoroObiangNguema

Mbasogo said that fires

on farms neighbouring

military barracks in the

city of Bata had deto-

nated dynamite and

other munitions being

stored there. He blamed

“negligence and care-

lessness” of the unit in

charge of the explosives

for thedisaster. NYT

THAILAND

Activistscharged
withsedition,
royal insults
PROSECUTORSINThailand

charged18pro-democracy

activistswith seditionon

Monday,whilelodgingad-

ditional chargesof insult-

ing themonarchyagainst

threeofthem.Thesedition

charges, which carry a

maximumpenaltyofupto

sevenyearsinprison,stem

froman antigovernment

rallyinSeptember,though

details on the alleged of-

fenseswerenot immedi-

ately clear. Three activists

werechargedwithviolat-

ing the lesemajeste law,

whichoutlawscriticismof

senior members of the

royalfamily.Acourtdenied

bailforallthree. AP

REUTERS
MARCH8

THREEDEMONSTRATORSwere

killed inMyanmar onMonday,

witnesses said,while shops, fac-

tories and bankswere closed in

themain cityYangon inprotests

againstlastmonth’smilitarycoup.

Securityforceswerealsode-

ployed at hospitals and univer-

sities, statemedia said.

Two of the victims died of

gunshotwounds to the head in

thenorthern townofMyitkyina,

thewitnessessaid. Itwasnotim-

mediately clearwho firedon the

protesters although both police

andthemilitarywereatthescene.

Photos posted on Facebook

showedthebodiesoftwomenly-

ingon the street.Witnesses said

theyweretakingpartinaprotest

against the coup when police

fired stungrenadesand teargas.

Several peoplewere thenhit by

gunfirefromnearbybuildings.

One witness, who said he

helped move the bodies, told

Reuterstwopeoplewereshotin

the head and died on the spot.

Threepeoplewerewounded.

“How inhumane to kill un-

armed civilians,” said the wit-

ness, a 20-year-old man. “We

must have our right to protest

peacefully.”

Atleastonepersonwaskilled

andtwoinjuredduringaprotest

in the town of Phyar Pon in the

Irrawaddy Delta, a political ac-

tivist and localmedia said.

Policeandmilitaryhavekilled

morethan50peopletoquellthe

dailydemonstrationsandstrikes

against the Feb. 1 coup, accord-

ingtotheUnitedNations.

Amilitaryspokesmandidnot

respondtocalls asking for com-

ment on the latest incidents.

Police in Myitkyina and Phyar

Ponalsodidnotrespondtocalls.

Myanmar has been in tur-

moil since the army overthrew

theelectedgovernmentof long-

timedemocracychampionAung

San Suu Kyi and detained her

andotherpolitical figures.

The generals say they acted

becauseanelectioninNovember

which saw Suu Kyi’s National

League forDemocracy (NLD)se-

cureabigvictorywasmarredby

fraud - a claim rejected by the

electoralcommission.

They have promised to hold

anotherelection,withoutgiving

adate.Inthemeantime,security

forces have cracked down hard

onwidespread pro-democracy

protests in a country that has a

history of military rule and

crushingof dissent.

On Monday, thousands of

people took to the streets of

Myanmar’s biggest city in defi-

ance of a night curfew on

Monday,chantinginangerafter

security forces besieged hun-

dreds of young anti-coup pro-

testers inoneneighbourhood.

Westernembassiesappealed

tothejuntatoallowtheprotest-

ers to leave Sanchaung, where

theywerecorneredattheendof

another day of bloodshed in

Myanmar.

“Free the students in

Sanchaung,” people chanted in

thestreets indistrictsacrossthe

formercapital.

In some areas, police used

stungrenadesandfiredshots to

try to disperse protesters, wit-

nesses said.

Live video from Sanchaung

onsocialmediashowedprotest-

ersrunningbetweenthehouses

as stungrenadesdetonated.

“Almost 200 young protest-

ersarestillblockedbythepolice

andsoldiers there. Local and in-

ternationalcommunityneedsto

help them now! Please,” one

protestleader,MaungSaungkha,

saidonTwitter.

The US Embassy said in a

statement: “Wecall on thosese-

curityforcestowithdrawandal-

low people to go home safely.”

The United Nations office in

Myanmar and the British

Embassymadeasimilarappeal.

7TH DAY OF STREET PROTESTS IN LEBANON
Aprotesterstandsneara fireblockingaroad inZouk,Lebanon,onMonday.Lebanon’s
president toldsecurity forces topreventroadblocksafterprotestersshutmainroadsacross
thecountry foraseventhstraightdayinangeratmorethanayearof economiccrisisand
monthsofpoliticalparalysis. SincetheLebanesepound,whichhas lost85%of itsvalue,
tumbledtoanewlowlastweek,protestershaveblockedroadsdaily.Reuters

MIKESTOBBE
NEWYORK,MARCH8

FULLY VACCINATED Americans

cangatherwithothervaccinated

peopleindoorswithoutwearing

amask or social distancing, ac-

cording to long-awaited guid-

ancefromfederalhealthofficials.

The recommendations also

sayvaccinatedpeople can come

together in the samewaywith

peopleconsideredat low-risk for

severedisease,suchasinthecase

of grandparents visitinghealthy

childrenandgrandchildren.

The US Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention an-

nounced theguidanceMonday.

The guidance is designed to

address a growing demand, as

more adults have been getting

vaccinated andwondering if it

gives them greater freedom to

visit familymembers, travel, or

doother things like theydidbe-

fore the Covid-19 pandemic

swept theworld lastyear.

“Withmoreandmorepeople

vaccinatedeachday,wearestart-

ing to turn a corner,” said CDC

DirectorDrRochelleWalensky.

During a press briefing

Monday,shecalledtheguidancea

“first step” toward restoringnor-

malcy in howpeople come to-

gether. She saidmore activities

wouldbeallowed for vaccinated

individuals once caseloads and

deathsdecline,moreAmericans

are vaccinated, and asmore sci-

ence emerges on the ability of

thosewhohavebeenvaccinated

togetandspreadthevirus.

TheCDC is continuing to rec-

ommend that fully vaccinated

people still wear well-fitted

masks,avoidlargegatherings,and

physically distance themselves

fromotherswhenout in public.

TheCDCalsoadvisedvaccinated

people to get tested if they de-

velopsymptomsthatcouldbere-

latedtoCovid-19.

About31millionAmericans—

oronlyabout9%of theUSpopu-

lation— have been fully vacci-

natedwithafederallyauthorized

Covid-19vaccinesofar,according

totheCDC.

Theguidancewas “welcome

news to a nation that is under-

standably tiredof thepandemic

andlongstosafelyresumenormal

activities,”saidDrRichardBesser,

CEOof theRobertWoodJohnson

Foundationandaformeractingdi-

rectoroftheCDC. AP

MARKLANDLER
MARCH8

A YEAR after Meghan Markle

marriedPrinceHarry ina fairy-

talewedding, she said inanex-

traordinaryinterviewbroadcast

on Sunday night, her life as a

member of the British royal

familyhadbecomesoemotion-

ally desolate that she contem-

plated suicide.

At another point, members

of the family told Harry and

Meghan, a biracial former ac-

tress from the United States,

that theydidnotwant the cou-

ple’sunbornchild,Archie, tobe

a prince or princess and ex-

pressed concerns about how

dark the colour of the baby’s

skinwouldbe.

An emotional but self-pos-

sessedMeghansaidofhersuici-

dalthoughts:“Iwasashamedto

havetoadmit it toHarry. Iknew

that if I didn’t say it, I would do

it. I just didn’t want to be alive

anymore.”

Meghan, 39, made the dis-

closures in an eagerly antici-

pated, and at times incendiary,

interview on CBS with Oprah

WinfreythatairedintheUnited

States inprimetime. Indescrib-

ing a royal life that began as a

fairy tale but quickly turned

cruel, her blunt answers raised

the combustible issues of race

and privilege in the most rar-

efiedechelonof British society.

ForanAmericanaudiencethat

haslappedupthepalaceintrigue

depictedinthepopularTVseries

The Crown, itwas the equivalent
ofanexplosivebonusepisode,

For the royal family, already

preoccupiedbythehospitalisa-

tion of its patriarch, Prince

Philip, it was both an embar-

rassing airing of dirty laundry

and a painful reminder, a year

afterHarryandMeghanturned

theirbacksonroyal life, thatthe

wounds from that rupture had

yet toheal.

Meghan said thatwhile her

husbandwasdeeply concerned

about her emotional fragility—

grippingherhandtightlyatpub-

lic events — her efforts to seek

medical helpwere rebuffed by

palace officials, who worried

abouttheeffectonthemonarchy.

Shedescribedherself as sort of a

prisonerinKensingtonPalace.

“I couldn’t just call anUber to

thepalace,”shesaid.

Meghan did not say which

familymemberhadraisedques-

tionsaboutherbaby’sskincolour,

nordidshe fullyexplainwhythe

royalfamilyhadnotautomatically

planned to confer a royal title,

whichwouldhaveprovidedsecu-

rityforthechild.Butthelackofde-

taildidnotrobthemomentof its

power:Herreferencetoherchild’s

skin tone provoked a stunned

“what?”fromWinfrey.

Harry andMeghan also dis-

closedthattheirsecondchild,due

thissummer,willbeagirl. NYT

REUTERS
PARIS,MARCH8

FRENCH BILLIONAIRE Olivier

DassaultwaskilledonSundayin

a helicopter crash, a police

source said, with President

EmmanuelMacronpaying trib-

ute tothe69-yearoldconserva-

tivepolitician.

Dassault was the eldest son

of late French billionaire indus-

trialist Serge Dassault, whose

namesake Dassault Aviation,

buildstheRafalewarplanesand

ownsLeFigaronewspaper.
“Olivier Dassault loved

France.Captainof industry, law-

maker, local elected official, re-

serve commander in the air

force: during his life, he never

ceased to serve our country, to

valueitsassets.Hissuddendeath

is a great loss. Thoughts on his

family and lovedones,”Macron

saidonTwitter.

The private helicopter

crashedonSundayafternoon in

Normandy,wherehehasaholi-

dayhome, according to apolice

source.Thepilotwasalsokilled.

A lawmaker for the conser-

vative Les Republicains party

since2002,Dassaultwasconsid-

eredthe361strichestmaninthe

world alongside his two broth-

ers and sister, with wealth of

about 6 billion euros ($7.15 bil-

lion)mostly inherited from his

father, according to the 2020

Forbes rich list.

He stepped down from his

roleontheboardofDassaultdue

to his political role to avoid any

conflictof interest.

Olivier, seen as the favourite

of founder Marcel, was once

considered favoured to succeed

Serge at the head of the family

holding, but that role went to

former Dassault Aviation CEO

CharlesEdelstenne.

“Greatsadnessatthenewsof

the sudden passing of Olivier

Dassault,” Valerie Pecresse, a

conservative politician who is

presidentoftheParisregion,said

onTwitter.

“A businessman, but also a

renownedphotographer,hehad

apassionforpoliticsinhisblood,

rootedinhisdepartmentofOise.

Mywarmthoughtstohisfamily.”

REUTERS
DUBAI,MARCH8

THE UNITED States said on

Monday it is committed to de-

fending Saudi Arabia following

drone and missile strikes

claimed by Yemen’s Iran-

aligned Houthi movement, in-

cluding on a Saudi facility vital

tooil exports.

Saudi authorities said there

were no casualties or property

lossesfromSunday’sattackstar-

getinganoil storageyardatRas

Tanura,siteofarefineryandthe

world’sbiggestoffshoreoil load-

ing facility, and a residential

compound in Dhahran used by

state-controlled oil giant Saudi

Aramco.

The attacks, which drove

Brent crude prices above $70 a

barrel to their highest since

January2020, comeat a timeof

friction in the decades-old al-

liancebetweenSaudiArabiaand

theUnitedStatesasPresidentJoe

Biden puts pressure on Riyadh

overitshumanrightsrecordand

theruinousYemenwar.

“TheheinousHouthiassaults

on civilians andvital infrastruc-

turedemonstratelackofrespect

forhuman lifeanddisregard for

peace efforts,” theU.S. embassy

inthekingdomsaidinanArabic-

languageTwitterpost.

“TheUnitedStates standsby

SaudiArabiaand itspeople.Our

commitment to defend the

Kingdom and its security is

firm.”

The Houthis have been bat-

tling a Saudi-led coalition in

Yemen for sixyears ina conflict

largely seen as a proxywar be-

tweenSaudiArabia and Iran.

EAGERLYANTICIPATED INTERVIEWWITHOPRAHAIRED INU.S.

Meghan says life with UK royals
drove her to contemplate suicide
Saysmembersof royal familyexpressedconcernaboutherson’s skincolour

KEYQUOTES FROMTHE INTERVIEW

MEGHAN

■“Ijustdidn’twanttobealive
anymore.Andthatwasvery
clearandrealand
frightening.”—Onthe
suicidalthoughtsshehad
afterjoiningtheroyalfamily

■Therewere“concernsand
conversationsabouthow
darkhisskinmightbewhen
he’sborn.”—Ontheroyal
reactiontohersonArchie.

■“I leftmycareer,mylife. I
lefteverythingbecause I
lovehim.Ourplanwastodo
this forever.”—On
allegationsthatshe
schemedfromthestart to
pullHarry fromhis family.

HARRY

■“Iwouldn’thavebeenable
to,because Imyselfwas
trappedaswell.”—On
whetherhewouldhave
steppeddownfromhisroyal
dutieshadhenevermet
Meghan.

■“I thinkshewouldfeel
veryangrywithhowthis
hasplayedout.Andvery
sad...”—Onhis latemother,
PrincessDiana.

■“I’veneverblindsidedmy
grandmother.Ihavetoo
muchrespectforher.”—Onif
hefailedtopreparetheQueen
forthenewshewasstepping
downfromroyalduties.

Britain'sPrinceHarryandMeghan,DuchessofSussex,areinterviewedbyOprahWinfrey.Reuters

Threemoreprotesters
killed inMyanmar;
shops, factoriesclosed
Security forcesdeployedathospitalsanduniversities

Local residents flashathree-fingeredsignof resistanceas
theprotestersmarchonamainroadduringa
demonstration inMandalay,Myanmar,Monday.Reuters

US commits to Saudi defence after
Houthi attacks on oil heartland

French billionaire politician Olivier
Dassault killed in helicopter crash

Hewastheeldest son
of lateFrench
billionaire industrialist
SergeDassault,whose
namesakeDassault
Aviation,builds the
Rafalewarplanes

MacKenzieScott

NICHOLASKULISH
&KARENWEISE
MARCH8

THEBILLIONAIREphilanthropist

MacKenzieScotthasremarriedaf-

ter herhigh-profile divorce from

Amazon’sfounder, JeffBezos.

Ina letterpostedto theweb-

siteofthephilanthropynonprofit

organisation the Giving Pledge

on Saturday, Dan Jewett, a sci-

ence teacher at the prestigious

Seattle school attended by her

children,saidthathewas“grate-

fulfortheexceptionalprivilegeit

willbe topartner ingivingaway

assetswiththepotentialtodoso

muchgoodwhenshared”.

Whatmight otherwise be a

whollyprivate,personaldecision,

takes onunusual significance in

light of the resources at Scott’s

disposal—$53billion according

toForbes’smost recentestimate

—andherstatedintentiontogive

themajorityof itaway.

Inadditiontothenoteonthe

website of the Giving Pledge,

Scott, a published novelist,

changedherauthorpageonthe

Amazonwebsite to read, “She

livesinSeattlewithherfourchil-

drenandherhusband,Dan.”

TheGivingPledgewasstarted

bythesoftwaremogulBillGates,

hiswife,Melinda,andthebillion-

aire investorWarren Buffett in

2010. Signatories agree to give

awaythemajorityoftheirwealth.

Scott occupies a unique

place intheworldofmega-phi-

lanthropy. Through the sheer

speed and scale of her dona-

tions, Scott managed to help

shift thedebateaboutthedirec-

tionof the field. NYT

MacKenzie Scott
marries school
teacher after
Bezos divorce

Proceedingwithcaution

THEADVICEfromthe

CDCcomeswithcaveats

andleavesroomfor

changesasnewdata

comesin.Italsocallson

everyonetofollowdistancing

measuresinpublic,and

stressesthattherelaxationin

restrictionsforprivategather-

ingsareaimedatonly

thoseforwhomtwo

weekshaveelapsedsince

gettingthelastrequired

doseofavaccine.The

CDCdidnotruleoutthepossi-

bilitythatvaccinatedpeople

maygetasymptomaticinfec-

tionandspreadittoothers.

US CDC says fully vaccinated
people can gather without masks

Thesiteof Saudi-ledair strikes inSanaa,Yemen,onSunday.
TheHouthishavebeenbattlingaSaudi-ledcoalition in
Yemenforsixyears.Reuters
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CROSSWORD4373

ACROSS
1 Refuse toweaken
(7)

5 Isviolentandruins thegears
(5)

8 Religioussplit? (6,2,5)
9 Hercalling isadangerousone
(5)

10 Iris lendscolour to it
(7)

11 Composer fromHarlem
(6)

12 Architecturalhighlight
(6)

15 Fearof redundancydrovehim
tobreakingpoint
(7)

17 Onlysupportastarvingartist
mayhave(5)

19 Amanwhosecareer lies in
ruins (13)

20 LittleDiana,modestbutvery
attractive
(5)

21Train to followtheking
(7)

DOWN
1 Numberwithoddbets
needingtobesettled
(5)

2 Put thecardsawayandget
ready foraction
(5,3,5)

3 Itsuse ina lowchurchservice
certainlywould
(7)

4 Eatenaway in factordeed
perhaps (6)

5 Tosackor to fire (5)
6 Get in toobtainaconfession
(4,9)

7 Learnedadultor learning
youngster (7)

11 Mother left fatontheduck
(7)

13 Oneuptomakingyoubecome
communicative (4,3)

14 Itmayberudetomakea
digression(6)

16 Laityoutabroad(5)
18 Drunk,hebecomesathletic
(5)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
Recent career
upheavals could still
prove a trifle
disappointing for

manyof you, but that’s
preciselywhy this is a good
time for looking atpast
mistakes andmaking sure they
neverhappenagain. Besides, a
friendneedsyour advice.
Perhaps social outings could
offer adistraction frommore
serious concerns.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
Youcanonly
progress byoff-
loading certain
responsibilities.One

of your leading current
planetary cycleswasknown in
ancient times for bringing
seclusionandmeditation, so
don’t feel compelled to join in
events you’d rather ignore.
Mindyou, youmighthave to
have somegoodexcuses ready.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
There is nopoint in
hoping that
imminentplanetary
aspects are about to

removeyourdoubts, the
simple reasonbeing that
doubts canbeaverygood
thing. Theyare thewarning
signals sentby the sub-
conscious to alert you to
hazards ahead, so takeheed.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
Life is full of curious
twists and turns. If
younowcontinue
ona straight course,

youmay run into a few
difficulties. Be true toyour sign
and remain ready to
duckandweaveas
circumstancesdevelopand
even reliablepartners change
theirminds.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
Theoverall picture
becomes just that
extrabit uncertain,
but largelybecause

the rangeof choice is now
increasing.Although the
solution to today’s questions
couldbe financial, take a look
at your rights andmake sure
you’re on solid ground.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
Itwill bedifficult for
you to continue to
ignore all those
warning signals,

mainlybecausepartnerswill
getmore andmoreemotional
if they feel theyarenot being
listened to. Youcould try
humouringpeoplewhoare
upset, andwaitinguntil the
stress level drops.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
You’renot
convinced that
partners knowwhat
theyaredoing,

especially at home.However,
bearing inmind that this is a
moment to tryout
new ideas andexperiment
withdomestic arrangements,
bepatient. Youmight even join
in. At least youcanoffer
constructive support.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov23)
TheMoon is still in a
relatively
supportive
relationshipwith

your sign,whichmeans that
thehighs shouldbehigher and
the lowsbriefer thanusual.
You shouldpay special
attention to all creative
ventures, searchingoutways
to express yourunique talents.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Theaccent is clearly
onpersonalmatters,
and if you should
suddenlydiscover

massesof things todooutside
thehome, it couldbe that
you’renot facingup to reality.
Actually, the solutionsmaybe
very simple. In fact, the answer
maybe staringyou in the face.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Place your own
comfort and
security above all
else, because

ultimately, unless youhave a
firmbase, youwon’t feel free
to develop yourmore
adventurous schemes. And
right now that’s justwhat you
should bedoing. Itmayhelp to
talk to peoplewhohave a
more intuitive approach
thanyou.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
Sometimes it takes
anenormous
amountof effort to
get yourself out of a

rut. Yet that’s preciselywhat
you shouldbedoingat the
moment. The trapyou’re in,
though, is almost entirely todo
withyour lowself-esteem, and
youmustunderstand theways
inwhich this stopsyoudoing
yourbest.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
Press onashardas
youcan, realising
that it is rare that
insight andenergy

combine to suchahighdegree.
However, there seemtobea lot
of businessmatters to sort out,
papers to signanddecisions to
take, all ofwhich couldobscure
your vision.
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DifficultyLevel5s

Instructions

TosolveaSudokupuzzle,

everydigitfrom1to9

mustappear ineachofthe

nineverticalcolumns, in

eachoftheninehorizontal

rowsandineachofthe

nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel

1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;

3s=Medium;4s=Hard;

5s=VeryHard;6s=
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto

therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget

theanswerforthegivenquip.

I’vebeenonsomany_____, Ishouldgetafreedog.-WendyLiebman(5,5)

SOLUTION:INANE,SLOTH,UNFOLD,SEABED
Answer:I’vebeenonsomanyblinddates,Ishouldgetafreedog.-WendyLiebman

NNAEI FLOUDN

HOLTS DEBASE

SolutionsCrossword4372:Across: 1Cloth,8Pastoral,9Twain,10Outgoing,11
Banns,12Pea,16Mealie,17Prisms,18Get,23Screw,24Reporter,25Posse,26
Spanking,27Bends.Down:2Lowwater,3Triangle,4Nature,5Stage,6Train,7
Bligh,12Peg,13Apt,14Disclose,15Immersed,19Exeunt,20Brest,21Appal,
22Broke.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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`44,114
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`65,534
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INTERVIEWWITHCEO,NATIONALHEALTHAUTHORITY

ASTHEgovernment’svaccination
campaign against Covid pro-
gresses, ensuring a “demand-
driven”registrationsystemthatal-
lowspeople the optionofmore
hospitals closer to theirhomes is
thenexttargetforNationalHealth
AuthorityCEORSSHARMA. Inan
interviewtoPRABHARAGHAVAN,
Sharma,whoheads theempow-
eredcommitteeforadministration
ofCovidvaccines,discusses these
prioritiesandeffortstoprotectdata
ofvaccinatedcitizensfromcyber-
attacks.Editedexcerpts:

Haveyouseenmoretractionin
vaccinationspostdirectionto
utilisethe100percentprivate
hospitalcapacityandextend
vaccinationtimingspast5pm?
(Over the first) threedays (of

thevaccinationsforseniorcitizens
and thosewith specific co-mor-
bidities), itwasmoreor less a75
percentincrease(invaccinations).
So,hopefully,moreandmorepeo-
plearecomingforwardandnum-
berswillincrease.

Inthenext3-6months,whatis
thebroaderplanintermsof
ensuringasmoothrunningof
thevaccinationprogramme
againstCovid-19?
The system is running

smoothly.Itisaverygoodsystem
wherepeoplehave the flexibility
to register, peoplehave the flexi-
bility to schedule (and) resched-
ule appointments and go there
andget(vaccinations)done.That’s
onepart.Wewillfurtherfinetune
the timings.Wewill divide the
timings into slots. That’s also
doable.It’snotaproblem.
But(a)demand-drivensystem

(thatis)opentocitizensandcover-
ingmanyhospitalssothatthefa-
cilities arenear their place is the
plangoingforward.Now,withre-
gardtothenumbers,logistics—of
course,thisplanwillbesubjected
to theavailabilityof vaccinesand
thenumbers (of)howpeople re-
spondtoit.
...Asofnow,thepolicyiswhat-

ever vaccine comes, theywill go
intothesystem.(Whethera)new

(vaccine)will be acceptedornot
accepted,Idon’tknow.But,hope-
fully(if) theGovernmentof India
approves any newvaccine, that
alsocomesintothesystem(and)
the distribution patternwill be
similar. The only thing iswe are
not giving any choice to theper-
sonastowhichvaccinetheytake.
But, at thesametime,weareen-
suringthatthefirstvaccine,what-
evertheytake, isthesameoneas
thesecond.

Howareyouensuringthis,
especiallygiventhefactthat
suppliesofsomevaccinesmay
bemorelimitedthanothers?
That,weareensuringbecause

wehavethedataofeverybodyand
we issue a digital certificate to
everybodyafter vaccination. The
policythusfarwearehavingisthat
wewillcontinuetogivethesame
(vaccine) to a centre. But, if one
vaccine ischangedtosomeother
vaccine,thenthepersonwho(re-
ceived their first shotof thatvac-
cine)therewillbasicallynotbeal-
lowed to come to (that facility)
again(fortheseconddose).Hewill
be directed to a different place
whichisofferingthefirstvaccine.

Howwillyoumakesurethere
arenoglitchesinthesystem
andnoroomfortechnical
error,sothateveryonegets
theirseconddoseontime,
giventhatthisisatime-

sensitiveexercise?
While it is time-sensitive,we

actually fix theappointmentalso
(for the seconddose). That slot is
fixedafteryougetthefirstvaccine,
but,ultimately,it’sallvoluntary.If
the(person)decidesnottocome,
whatcanIdo?Basically,wearefa-
cilitating the fact thathewill get
the same vaccine (on the 29th)
day. If he can’t comeon the29th
day,hecanreschedule...youhave
oneweek (to)10days’ flexibility.
That’swhatwewilldo.Otherwise,
wewill facilitate and there is no
questionofatechnicalglitch.

Youearlierspokeabout
ensuringthesafetyofdataon
CoWINandAarogyaSetuand
makingsurethatthesystemis
protectedfromcyberattacks.
Whatmeasuresareyou
implementingtothiseffect?
Thedata issittingat theback-

endof our system, sodata is not
beingdistributedanywhere.We
havetoensuresafetyandsecurity
of that data. There are standard
methodsof ensuring (this)— in-
trusiondetection systems, intru-
sionpreventionsystemsandwhat
iscalledencryption.Therearevar-
ious kinds of firewalls. Those
thingsarebeingput intoplace—
thestandardpracticesofensuring
that there are no cyber attacks,
there arenodenial of service at-
tacks ... SQL injections ... Our sys-
temisabsolutelyrobust.

SENSEXCLOSESALMOSTFLATAT50,441

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

THERUPEEonMondaydeclined
by23paisetocloseat73.25against
theUSdollar, extending its losses
for the third session ina rowdue
to rising crude oil prices and
strengthening of the American
currencyintheoverseasmarket.
Thedollarrosetoathree-and-

a-halfmonthhighagainst abas-
ket of six currencies globally
helpedbypassageof $1.9 trillion
stimulus package by the US
Senate,positive jobsdataandris-
ingbondyields.
Attheinterbankforexmarket,

the local unit opened at 73.13
against the greenback andwit-
nessedanintra-dayhighof73.29
andalowof72.93.Itfinallyended
at73.25againsttheAmericancur-

rency,registeringafallof23paise
over its previous closing. The ru-
pee has dropped by 53 paise in
three sessions toMondaydue to
forexoutflows fromcapitalmar-
ketsduetorisingUSbondyields.
On thedomestic equitymar-

ket front, the BSE Sensex ended
35.75 points or 0.07 per cent

higher at 50,441.07, while the
broaderNSENifty climbed18.10
pointsor0.12percentto14,956.20.
In theUS, at 11:47 amET the

DowJonesIndustrialAveragerose
419.45points, or1.33per cent, to
31,917.43andtheS&P500gained
18.75 points, or 0.49 per cent,
to3,860.69.

‘Plan is for a demand-driven
Covid vaccine registration
system with hospitals nearby’

REUTERS
LONDON,MARCH8

OIL PRICES fell onMonday after
pushingabove$70abarrelforthe
first time since the start of the
coronavirus crisis,with support
fromUSstimulusandanattackon
SaudiArabianoil sites countered
byglobal inflationfears.
Brent,which initially surged

to $71.38 a barrel — its highest
since January 8, 2020—slipped
by $1.01, or 1.5 per cent, to
$68.35by12:20amEST.
USWest Texas Intermediate

(WTI)crudewasdown94cents,

or 1.4 per cent, at $65.15, after
touching its highest since
October2018at$67.98.

SC: NCLT has
jurisdiction to
adjudicate cases
solely relating to
corporate debtor
insolvency
NewDelhi: The SupremeCourt
onMonday held that the NCLT
has jurisdiction to adjudicate
disputes,whicharises solelyor
relates to the insolvency of a
corporate debtor.
Thetopcourt,however, cau-

tioned the National Company
LawTribunal (NCLT)and itsap-
pellate tribunal (NCLAT) to en-
sure that theydonotusurp the
legitimate jurisdictionof other
courts, tribunals and forum,
whenthedispute isnot related
to the insolvency of the
CorporateDebtor.
A Bench of Justices DY

Chandrachud and M R Shah
said, “Therefore, considering
the text of Section 60(5)(c) (of
IBC) and the interpretation of
similar provisions in other in-
solvencyrelatedstatutes,NCLT
has jurisdiction to adjudicate
disputes, which arise solely
from orwhich relate to the in-
solvency of the Corporate
Debtor”.
The top court verdict came

on an appeal filed by Gujarat
Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd against a
NCLAT order by which it had
upheld the decision of NCLT
staying the termination of
Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA) entered with a firm
Astonfield Solar (Gujarat)
Private Limited, which later
went into insolvency.
Dismissing the appeal, the

top court said that the institu-
tional framework under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) contemplated the
establishmentof asingle forum
to deal with matters of insol-
vency, whichwere distributed
earlier acrossmultiple fora.
It said that for the success

of an insolvency regime, it is
necessary that insolvency
proceedings are dealt within
a timely, effective and
efficientmanner.PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH8

TATA MOTORS shareholders
haveapprovedhivingoff itspas-
sengervehicle(PV)businessinto
aseparateentity.
OnMarch5, theshareholders

ofthecompanyvotedtoconsider
and approve the transfer of the
passengervehiclesbusinessunit
toTMLBusinessAnalyticsServices
Ltd.Atotal215.41crorevoteswere
polledout, ofwhich215.32crore
voteswereinfavouroftheresolu-
tion, translating into 99.958per
cent of the total votes, while
8,99,098 votes (0.042 per cent)
wereagainsttheproposal.
Itsaid68.86corevotesofinsti-

tutionalshareholderswerepolled
withalloftheminfavourandnone
againsttheresolution.
The companyhad said its PV

business has been valued at Rs
9,417crore.Themanagementhad
stated that it expects theprocess
ofhivingoff itsdomesticPVbusi-
nesstobecompletedaroundMay-
June,althoughithasnotyettaken
acallonapartnerforthebusiness.

NationalHealthAuthorityCEORSSharma. File

Delhi HC to hear
challenge to new
norms today

GUIDELINESFORINTERMEDIARIES,NEWSPORTALS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

THEDELHIHighCourtonTuesday
will hear a petition challenging
the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
DigitalMediaEthicsCode)Rules,
2021.Thecaseis listedbeforethe
divisionBenchofChiefJusticeDN
PatelandJusticeJasmeetSingh.
Thepetitionhasbeenfiledby

TheFoundation for Independent
Journalism,whichpublishesnews
website TheWire. This is the first
legalchallengetotherules.
Theguidelinesforintermedi-

aries andnewsportalswere no-
tified lastweekbytheCentre for
regulating the content on these
platforms.
“Whilerulesandlawsalready

exist to hold news media ac-
countable,theaforesaidrulesen-
abletheexecutivegovernmentto
even remove content published
ascurrentaffairsornewsamong
otherthings,”theFoundationsaid
inaletterwrittentotheMinisters
forInformationandBroadcasting
andElectronics and Information
Technology.
DIGIPUB News India

Foundation,agroupofdigitalme-
diaorganisations,onFebruary26,
expressed concerns about the
rules and said they appear to go
againstthefundamentalprinciple
ofnews.TheWire isamemberof
the DIGIPUB News India
Foundation. EditorsGuildofIndia
alsohasurgedthegovernmentto
puttherulesinabeyanceandcon-
duct meaningful consultation
withallstakeholders.
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After 14 months, oil
hits $70; eases laterNewDelhi:Priceof LPGhas

doubledtoRs819percylin-
der in the last seven years
while the increase in taxes
on petrol and diesel has
swelledcollectionsbyover
459 per cent, Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
in theLokSabha.PTI

LPG price double
in 7 yrs: Pradhan

Down23p, Re falls for third day
in a row on high crude oil prices

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH8

THEFUNCTIONINGofbanksand
e-commerce firmswere hit on
Monday as telecom service
providers (TSPs) started imple-
mentingthesecondphaseofSMS
regulation. Themovedisrupted
severalcrucialservices,especially
sending of one-time password
(OTP)bybanksande-commerce
firmsforvariousservices.
The Telecom Regulatory

AuthorityofIndia(Trai)guideline
that the verification process of
everySMScontentwillhavetobe
done before it is delivered —
knownasscrubbing—wasimple-
mentedonMondayafter several
delays. As result, unverified and
unregisteredSMSmessageswere
blockedbytelecomoperators.
However,theimplementation

of the SMS regulation hit the
processofsendingOTPforvarious
payment services. “Bankswere
floodedwith complaints from
customerswhodidn’tgetOTPsfor
fundtransfers.Thisaffectedserv-

icesacrossthecountry.Theimple-
mentationwasnot fine-tuned. It
shouldhavebeen implemented
carefully,”saidabankingsource.
“I wanted to transfer some

funds tomy relative. But as the
OTPnever came, I couldn’t exe-
cute the transfer,” said the cus-
tomerofaleadingprivatebank.
According to Trai, unscrupu-

loustelemarketerstodayoverride
the statedpreferenceof the sub-
scriber by claiming consent that
mayhavebeensurreptitiouslyob-
tained.“Newregulationsprovide
thesubscriberwithcompletecon-
trol over their consent and the
ability to revoke the consent al-
ready granted, at their option. A
majorabuseofthecurrentregula-
tionswouldthusbestopped,”the
regulatorhadsaid.
Trai said theconceptof regis-

teredtemplatesforbothSMSand

voice communication has been
introduced topreventdeliberate
mixingofpromotionalmessages
into the transactional stream.
Telcos said telemarketers and
businesses should complywith
thestandardssetbyTrai.Ablockc-
hainmethodisusedtoverify the
content of every SMSand every
unregisteredSMSisblocked.
Respondingtotheissue,telcos

said they had communicated
withentitiestoregistertheircon-
tenttemplatebeforeMarch7.
“TSPsarefollowingTrairegu-

lations and have activated due
process of content scrubbing to
address the issue of unsolicited
commercial communication.
TSPshavesentvariouscommuni-
cationstotheprincipleentitiesto
register their content template
with the TSPs before March 7,
2021.WerequestallthePEstoget
theircontenttemplateregistered
withTSPsattheearliest,andhelp
TSPstoaddresstheissueof unso-
licited commercial communica-
tion,” said SP Kochhar, director
general, Cellular Operators
Associationof India.

SMS scrubbing comes into effect:
Hiccups for banking, e-comm ops

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

FROMRELIANCE andTata to
Amazon andPaytm, compa-
nies with any presence in
India’s tech or fi-
nancial services
ecosystem are
makingabeeline
tosetupnewum-
brella entities
(NUEs) for pay-
ment systems—
anideafloatedby
theReserveBankofIndia(RBI)
tocreateanalternatemecha-
nism to the existingNational
PaymentsCorporationofIndia
(NPCI).TheRBIhassetadead-
line ofMarch 31 for firms to
submit their applications for
settingupNUEs.

WhatareNUEs?
AsenvisagedbytheRBI,an

NUEwillbeanon-profitentity
thatwill set up,manage and
operate new payment sys-
tems, especially in the retail
spacesuchasATMs,whitela-
bel PoS, Aadhaar-basedpay-
ments and remittance serv-
ices. In addition to this, they
will develop new payment
methods,standardsandtech-
nologiesandoperateclearing
andsettlementsystems.

Whichplayersareplanning
tosetupNUEs?
Onlythoseentitiesthatare

ownedandcontrolledbyInd-
iancitizenswithatleastthree
yearsofexperienceinthepay-
ments segment canbecome

promoters of NUEs.Also, for-
eign investment isallowedin
NUEs as long as they comply
withexistentguidelines.
According to reports, sev-

eral companies have either
tied up banks ormajor tech

players to apply
forNUEs.Reliance
Industries, along
with Facebook
and Google —
which have in-
vested in Jio
Platforms — are
planningtoapply

asaconsortium.Further,salt-
to-software conglomerate
TataGrouphas joinedhands
with HDFC Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank,MasterCard
and Bharti Airtel. Among
global players, e-commerce
firmAmazonhastiedupwith
Visa,ICICIBank,AxisBankand
fintech startupsBillDesk and
PineLabs for theNUE licence.
Lastly,Softbankportfoliocom-
paniesPaytmandOlatoohave
reportedlyjoinedhandstoap-
plyfortheNUE.

WhatistheneedforNUEs?
Currently, the umbrella

entityforprovidingretailpay-
ments system isNPCI,which
is a non-profit entity, owned
bybanks. NPCI operates set-
tlement systems suchasUPI,
AEPS, RuPay, Fastag, etc.
Playersinthepaymentsspace
haveindicatedthevariouspit-
fallsofNPCIbeingtheonlyen-
titymanagingallofretailpay-
mentsystemsinIndia.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

SECTORWATCH

PAYMENT SYSTEMS

Why private cos
are queueing up
to set up NUEs

SHRUTIDHAPOLA&
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

THEINCLUSIONofcertainclauses
relatedtonon-personaldatasets
in the Personal Data Protection
(PDP)Bill carries a veryhigh risk
of re-identificationandmaylead
to legal complications for stake-
holders,publicpolicyexpertsand
seniorindustryexecutivessaid.
“High value data-sets that

havebeencreatedusingpersonal
databy anonymising it continue
tocarryriskswiththem.There is
a very very clear danger of re-
identificationandthat’sadanger
thatkeepscompounding.Itisnot
toomuchtoclaimthatthereisno
anonymiseddata set that is per-
manently anonymised,” a senior
industry executive,whodidnot
wishtobenamed,said.
Forinstance,Section91ofthe

latest version of the PDP Bill —

which gives the central govern-
mentpowers todirect data fidu-
ciariesandprocessorstograntac-
cess to all anonymised or
non-personal data—runsahigh
riskofre-identification.
As technology, including

mathematicalalgorithms,evolve
andimprove,there-identification
sciencewillalsogetbetter,adding
totheriskofde-anonymisationof
thedata-set,expertssaid.
“Anonymised data is often

easily re-identified and it causes
significantprivacyharms.Establi-
shing standards for anonymisa-
tionandprovidingmoreclarityon
how various stakeholders will
have to collect and store data to
avoid regulatory arbitragewill
help,”saidKazimRizvi,founderof

publicpolicygroupTheDialogue.
Apart fromproblems related

to re-identification of
anonymiseddatasets,anotheris-
sue likely to cropupover time is
that every timeanewdata set is
releasedbycompaniesandother
stakeholders, it can be overlaid
with previously available data
sets,which thenbecomesapain
pointforprivacy.
Asandwhensuchre-identific-

ationhappens,companieswould
beheld liableunder theupcom-
ingData ProtectionBill, thereby
landing them in trouble for little
tono fault of theirs. The lackof a
clear definition of what consti-
tutesnon-personaldataisanother
concern,expertssaid.
“The lastdraft thatwesaw in

2019didn’treallygiveusanydetail
aboutwhatkindofnon-personal
data,theprocessthegovernment
willhavetofollow,whetherthere
will have to be compensation,
howconsentandanonymisation
willwork. None of those things
are dealtwith. I think it largely
leavestheframeworkforhowthat
willhappeninasubsidiary legis-
lation,”UdbhavTiwari,publicpol-
icyadvisor,Mozilla,toldindianex-
press.comoveracall.
Therisksandobligationsthat

accompany transfer of personal
data andgovernment asking for
non-personaldatasetswillnega-
tivelyimpactbothcompaniesand
individuals,anotherseniorpublic
policy executive said. Oneof the
bestexamplesofre-identification,
Tiwarisaid,wascompaniesusing
browsinghistory to identify and
predict thebehaviourof individ-
ualusersontheinternet.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘No data is permanently anonymised’:
Experts warn of re-identification risks

‘Online+Offline retailmayadd
12mnnewjobs, $125bnexports’
The ‘Online+Offline’ model is expected to help in addition
of 12million new jobs and $125 billion in retail exports, a
report by Nasscom-Technopak said.

$1.5TRILLION:
EXPECTEDUPPER
RANGEVALUEOF
INDIANRETAIL
MARKETBYFINANCIAL
YEAR2030

SHAREOFRETAILSECTOR
IN2019-29 IN:

■ Grossdomestic product:
10%

■ Totalworkforce:
Over 35 million employees

>25MILLION:
Expected new jobs that
will be added to retail
market by financial
year 2030

What isRetail 4.0?: The
Retail 4.0 model is a result of
convergence of retail channels
and the collective evolution of
their capabilities via
technology-enabled
collaborations

3X
Growth in Indian retail market
over the last decade

Source:Nasscom&Technopak/PTI

PERSONALDATAPROTECTIONBILL

Anexampleof re-identificationiscompanies

usingbrowsinghistoryto identifyandpredict the

behaviourof individualusersontheinternet

Crucial services,

especiallysendingof

OTP,weredisrupted

■Thecompanyhad
said itspassenger
vehiclebusinesshas
beenvaluedat
Rs9,417crore.

VALUEDAT`9,417CR

Tata Motors shareholders
give nod to hiving off
passenger vehicle biz

BRIEFLY
GSTe-invoicecap
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
Mondaynotified reduction
in threshold formandatory
e-invoicetoRs50crorefrom
April 1. It had earlier rolled
outmandatory e-invoicing
for turnover threshold of
overRs 500 crore from last
October,whichwasthenex-
tendedtoentitieswiththre-
shold of Rs 100 crore and
abovefromthisJanuary.ENS

Managingdebt
NewDelhi:15thFinanceCo-
mmission Chairman NK
Singhcalledforsettingupa
Fiscal Council-like body to
managedebttrajectory.

UCC,PANnorms
NewDelhi:Sebihastweaked
provisionsonUniqueClient
Code(UCC)andmandatory
PermanentAccountNum-
ber (PAN) requirement for
members of bourseswith
commodityderivatives.PTI
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WTCFINAL INSOUTHAMPTON: GANGULY

India will play their inaugural World Test Championship final against New Zealand at
Southampton’s Ageas Bowl from June 18-22, BCCI president Sourav Ganguly
confirmed. Initially, the final was supposed to be held at Lord’s but Southampton,
with a five-star facility inside the stadium, will make it easier for both the ICC and the
England and Wales Cricket Board to create a bio-bubble for the two teams. PTI
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Don’t worry about Kohli
Skipperhasn’tscoredatoninalongtime,buthiswristyplayinrecentgameshintsthatabigoneisroundthecorner

SPORT

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI,MARCH8

INNOVEMBER2019, thephrase ‘armpitoff-
side’ entered football vocabulary.
InanEnglishPremierLeaguematchthat

season,Liverpool’sRobertoFirminoscored
a goal against Aston Villa but it was disal-
lowedbytheVideoAssistantReferee(VAR)
after theforwardwasruledoffside.Soclose
was thecall that thePremier Leaguewrote
onitsofficialTwitterhandle:“…hisarmpit,
whichwasmarginallyaheadof thelastVilla
defender.”Thedecision led toa furoreover
offside laws and the role of theVAR.
However, such decisions could soon be

athingof thepast.World football’sgovern-
ing body FIFA will be trying a new offside
law, proposed by legendary football man-
ager ArseneWenger, in what is said to be
thebiggestchangetotherule foracentury.

Wenger’s proposal
Wenger,whoiscalled ‘TheProfessor’ for

his ideasandmanagerialabilities,proposed
a change to the existing offside rule in
October last year.

According tohis theory, aplayer should

bejudgedoffsideonlyif anypartof thebody

with which he can score a goal is past the

last defender.

“Iwould like it tobe that there isnooff-
side so long as a [single] bodypartwhich a

player canscorewith is in linewith thede-

fender.Thiscouldbetoomuchofanadvan-

tageforanattackerbecausethatobligesthe

defenders to play higher up,”Wenger told

L’Equipe.
After a meeting of the International

Football Association Body (IFAB), which

forms the laws of the game, FIFA said they

would try this rule in a Chinese league.

Based on the reports of the trials, they

woulddecide if it canbe applied globally.

The current rule

While FIFA has tinkered with a lot of

other rules of football, the offside law has

byandlargebeenuntoucheddespitebeing

oneof themost controversial ones.

If Wenger’s proposal is accepted, it

wouldbe thebiggest change to theoffside

rule since 1925. That year, the

number of defenders, includ-

ing the goalkeeper, that had to

be between the attacker and

the goal was changed from

three to two.

In 1990, the rule was

amended to specify that if the

attacker was level with the

last defender (outfield player

and not goalkeeper), when the ball was

played forward, he would not be offside.

There are a couple of other points with

regards to the current offside rule: A

player cannot be offside if he is in his own

defensive half of the field or if the game

startswith a throw-in. It becomes one (in

case of a throw-in) onlywhen the partic-

ular player is involved in themove.

Impact of the proposed rule
IfWenger’sideaismadearule,itwouldsim-

plyfytheoffsideruletosomeex-

tent.ThecriticismofVARisithas

started to flag situationswhere

evenmillimetresof toesandfin-

gersthatstraybeyondthelastde-

fender–orarmpit, in Firmino’s

case–asoffside.

However, that couldchange

goingforward.Forinstance,ifthe

majorityofaplayers’bodyisinan

offsidepositionwhentheball ispassedtohim

buthisfoot,headorshoulderareinlinewiththe

lastdefender,thenhewouldnotbeconsidered

offsideandthegoal,ifscored,wouldstand.

AsWenger pointed out in his interview

with L’Equipe, the rulewould alsomake the
gamealotmoreattackingasitwouldgivethe

forwards a lot of leewaywhen they attempt

tosneakbehindthedefencelinetoscoregoals.

Howwouldithaveimpactedgames
If the ‘WengerLaw’wouldbeappliedto

the2006ChampionsLeaguefinal, thenthe

controversial goal Samuel Eto’o scored for

BarcelonaagainstWenger’sArsenalwould

havebeendisallowed.

With Barcelona trailing by a goal, Eto’o

received a pass from Henrik Larsson and

slotted it past the Arsenal goalkeeper.

Replays, however, suggestedEto’owasoff-

side.Wengerhaspointedoutseveral times

that ifVARexistedbackthen,thegoalwould

have been disallowed. Even with his own

theory, thegoalwouldnothavestoodsince

Eto’owould be ruled offside as his legwas

marginally past the last defender.

Firmino’s ‘armpitoffside’, though,would

nothavestoodif thisrulewasapplied, leav-

ing the football lexicon thatmuchpoorer–

or not.

How the offside rule in football could change because of Wenger’s proposal
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SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, MARCH 8

THERE HAS been some kerfuffle about

ViratKohli’s form.Apparently, he is strug-

gling to get hundreds. His last Test ton

came in November 2019, and the last one

in ODIs came in August that year.

But there’s no reason to fret toomuch

asKohli has beennot just in great touch in

nearly all the recent games, but scoring

pretty consistently. Even in the ODI and

T20 series in Australia, he racked up a

couple of 80s. But it’s to his last fewTests

that onehas to zoom into to seehowsolid

he has been.

It’s thewrists that reveal the health of

Kohli’s batting. At times, he even wrists

his extra-cover drives, especially against

spinners, and his straight drives too have

a lot ofwrist in them. In the last fewTests,

his wrists have kicked in a lot in his de-

fensive game.

Like in the first innings of the pink-

ball game in Adelaide, where Kohli was

India’s most serene and solid batsman.

Hewas largely hassle-free against seam-

ers, moving forward and back precisely,

and his game against Nathan Lyon stood

out for the clarity of thought. The angle at

which the bat comes down helps and

Kohli also trusts his hands to flow well

ahead of his pads. Combined with his

wristy bottom hand, it allowed him to

work the ball tomidwicket. Another fac-

tor is that Kohli rarely allows himself to

be caught on the crease.

Stalwarts impressed
England legend Graham Gooch raved

aboutKohli’s back-foot play in the second

Test in Chennai, where he made a splen-

did62 in200minutes ofmasterful defen-

siveplay. “Justhowwonderfullyheplayed

off the back foot! Themost important el-

ement is to have to the ability to play spin

off the back foot. All good players do that.

Did you see how he tackled Moeen Ali

fromanoff-stumpguard and combined it

withhis back-footplay?Against [left-arm

spinner] Jack Leach too, he pressed back

often,” Gooch told this newspaper.

It’s the wrists that allow Kohli to trust

hisback-footplay.Evenas theball is climb-

ing, hemakes his own length by pressing

back, and then if the ball turns sharply to-

wards his hips, he rides the bounce with

hiswrists. “Somebatsmencanbeall arms

in their defensiveplay, theypush toohard

and you can’t do that,” Gooch says. Sunil

Gavaskar too was enamoured by Kohi’s

back-foot play in the same knock. “Back

footmeansyouareactivelypressingback,

gaining time and distance to manoeuvre

the ball by creating your own length. Not

just standingback.Kohli did that.Heused

the depth of the crease absolutely bril-

liantly,” Gavaskar told this newspaper.

At home on both feet
In Adelaide, Kohli showed impeccable

control on the front foot to spin, anddid so

off the back foot in Chennai. In the third

Test at Motera, Kohli again displayed his

back-foot play.

In the last Test, he again fell feeling for

the ball on a lifter. Even here, the way his

wrists came intoplaywas revealing. Itwas

anastydeliverythatkickedupfromshortof

a length and as his hands started to betray

himbymovingtowardstheprojectileaway

fromthebody,Kohlimadeone last-instant

attempt to salvage the wreckage with his

wrists. He took the bottom hand off and

tried to flip the top hand up and overwith

awristysnap,buttheballwastooquickand

rising for him tokeep it down.

Theonly timesKohli disappointedwas

whenhegotslightlyaheadofhimself,with

a predetermination to attack. The first

came in the second innings in Adelaide

during the 36 all out. Seeing the proces-

sion of wickets, he decided to be positive

but endedupchasingawideone fromPat

Cummins to edge it to gully. The second

came in the first inningsof the secondTest

in Chennai when he seemingly pre-de-

cided to attack from the start and fell try-

ing an expansive cover drive against the

turn to a ball from Moeen that darted in

from the rough.

Thewrists have it
In the book, Virat Kohli, themaking of

a champion, theauthorswrite about a fas-

cinating phase when he was about 11 in-

volving his childhood coach Rajkumar

Sharma. “It was for playing the flick shot

that I scolded him themost. This was be-

cause he used to play the flick early in his

inningswithoutpullinghis leg towards the

leg stump.Theboywas trying to flickballs

from the middle-and off-stump. He was

gettingout LBWa lot in theearlydays, but

mastered that shot,” coach Sharma is

quoted in the book. The flick shot from

middle stump was banned for a month

whentheyworkedon feetmovement. “He

workedreallyhardon it. Earlier,hewasnot

going forward full length to approach the

ball, but slowly thatwas changing too.”

OnceKohli ironedout the flaw, the flick

shots started to flow as the wrists kept

whipping the balls, something he contin-

ues to do to this day.

WhenKohli’swristsarekicking intohis

shots, all is well with his world.

Considering there has been lots of wristy

play in the Tests, it won’t be a surprise if

hemakesEnglandbleedruns inwhite-ball

cricket.

ViratKohli’s supplewrists reveal thehealthofhisbatting. AP

BRIEFLY

InRome,Bajrang
winsgold,bronze
forKaliramana
ROME:Olympic-bound Indian

wrestler Bajrang
Punia pulled off a
two-pointer in the

last 30 seconds of

thegoldmedalbout

to defend his title at the Matteo

Pellicone Ranking Series event, a re-

sult thatpropelledhimback toworld

number one rank. Up against

Mongolia's Tulga Tumur Ochir,

Bajrang was trailing 0-2 till the final

moments of the 65kg final but man-

aged to level the scores, 30 seconds

from the final whistle. Since the last

scoring point came from the Indian,

hewas declared thewinner on crite-

ria on Sunday night.

Bajrang's legdefenceseemedtobe

a particularly improved aspect of his

gameintheone-yearbreak, forcedby

the coronavirus pandemic. The 27-

year-oldthoughsaidheneedstowork

more on his defence as he is eyeing a

medal at the Tokyo Games. "I found

that my leg defence has improved

compared towhere it was before the

break. Ihavegotbetterbutitstillneeds

morework. I alsoneedtobebetteron

myattackingmoves,"BajrangtoldPTI.

Vishal Kaliramana too impressed in

the non-Olympic 70kg category by

winningabronzewitha5-1winover

Syrbaz Talgat fromKazakhstan.

LaportaelectedFC
Barcelona’spresident
BARCELONA: Barcelona members

elected Joan
Laporta as club
president on

Sunday, turning

to the man who

oversaw one of

their most successful periods to lead

themoutofaninstitutionalandfinan-

cialcrisis.Laporta,whowasBarcapres-

ident between 2003 and 2010, won a

resounding54.28%of totalvotes,while

Victor Font came secondwith 29.99%

andToni Freixawas thirdwith8.58%.

Laporta, 58, succeeds JosepMaria

Bartomeu,who resigned as president

inOctober to avoid facing a vote of no

confidencefrommemberswhoturned

onhimafterLionelMessitriedtoleave

theclublastAugustandtheteamwere

beaten 8-2 by Bayern Munich in the

ChampionsLeague.Messiwasamong

several Barca players to vote in the

election a day after winning 2-0 at

Osasuna togo second in La Liga. Barca

said 51,765 out of 109,531 eligible

members had voted in the election,

which was postponed from January

due to coronavirus restrictions in

Catalonia.

Atanu,DeepikainArchery
teamforOlympics
NEWDELHI:SeasonedAtanuDas and
Tarundeeep Rai among men and

Deepika Kumari in thewomen's sec-

tionwill headline the Indian recurve

archery contingentduring this year's

TokyoOlympics.After the final selec-

tion trials (Trial 3) at the Army

Institute of Sports in Pune, a six-

strong squad which has three male

and equal number of female archers

was selected for the quadrennial ex-

travaganza. Besides Atanu and

Tarundeep, the other archer in the

Indian men's team is Pravin Jadhav,

while Ankita Bhakat and Komolika

Bari complete the women's squad.

"The selection for the Olympic team

onapointssystemtook intoconsider-

ation the scores of Trial 2 that took

place in November 2020, the scores

of this trial and whether the archer

hadwonanOlympicquota,"a release

issuedbytheSportsAuthorityof India

stated. AGENCIES

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,MARCH8

BY LAST December, Manish Kaushik was

physicallyreadytorejointhecampafterthe

surgery on his right bicep. But there was a

mentalblock,andcoachesCAKuttappaand

Santiago Nieva could sense the fear. The

coaches had a sit-downwith the 25-year-

old,whoopenedupoverthenext fewspar-

ring sessions.

“The injury meant that I had amental

block in termsof international competition

aswellasfearof injuringthebicepagainini-

tially," says the 25-year-old. "But once the

coaches and I realised that I was playing

without the fear, itwasaboutexecuting the

plans inSpain."

The plans paid off as the light-welter-

weight boxer struck gold at the Boxam

InternationalTournamentinSpaininhisre-

turn to competition in over a year. "To have

winsagainstboxers likeworldnumber four

SafiullinZakirandotherEuropeanboxers in

Spain has putme in a perfectmental shape

aheadof theOlympics,”Kaushik said.

In March last year, theWorlds bronze

medallisthadbecometheninthIndianboxer

tosecureanOlympicquotaatJordan,where

he scored a 4:1 win over CWG champion

Harrison Garside of Australia. During the

bout, theHaryanaboxer suffered a right bi-

cepinjuryafterahitfromGarside’selbow.A

week after the contingent's return to India,

the nation-wide lockdowndue to Covid-19

meant that Kaushik remained confined to

hishomeatDevsarvillagenearBhiwani.

“Initially, I thought it was just swelling

andplayedtheboutagainstGarsidewithitas

itwasmychancetoqualifyfortheOlympics.

Underthelockdown,Icouldonlydoshadow

boxing and fitness drills at homeandwhen

the swelling and pain did not subside, I in-

formed the coaches and the bicep tearwas

diagnosed,” saysKaushik.

After threemonths at home, Kaushik's

injury was diagnosed in Mumbai by Dr

DinshawPardiwala,whorecommendedim-

mediate surgery.

Weekslater,KaushikshiftedbasetoArmy

Sports Institute (ASI) at Pune,whereheun-

derwent rehabilitation under ASI staff,

Olympic Gold Quest (OGQ) and Sports

Authorityof India.

“Likeanyathlete, I facedsomefearofop-

erationandwhether Iwillbeable tomakea

comeback or not. Dr Pardiwalamade sure

thathehadregularsessionswithmeandmy

physio Aalaapwould regularly update him

and coaches about the rehab process," says

Kaushik.

It was only in September that the boxer

couldreturntotrainingundernationalcoach

Subedar Jai Singh Patil. “The lockdown

meant thatManish remained at home for

more than threemonths andhisweight in-

creased from 62-63 Kg to close to 75 Kgs.

During rehab, the focuswas to let his body

recoverbutoncethathappened,wereduced

his fat intake,” saysPatil.

While the fellow boxers and national

coaches would train in Patiala or Bellary,

coach Patil made sure that his ward re-

mained positive under a strict lockdown in

Pune.

“My family stays in Pune and I did not

meet them even once during those four

months as I did notwant to letManish stay

alone," saysPatil.

"Wewouldmakehimwatch theRocky

movies,gavehimbooksonMuhammadAli

andtalkabouthisoldbouts.Weknewthat

Manish could not spar so we made him

punch against a Swiss ball against my

stomach."

Andwhen Kaushik returned to the na-

tional camp, Kuttappa and high-perform-

ance director Nieva made him spar with

lowerweightboxers likeSachinSiwachand

Kavinder Bisht and gradually against heav-

ier boxers including DuryodhanNegi prior

to the trip toSpain.

“Manish reminded of his old self in

Spain," saysNieva. "ThewinagainstKazakh

boxer, whowas trying to impose himself,

showedthatManish’smovementandlong-

distancepuncheswereback tobest."

With help from Ali & Rocky, Kaushik defeats mental block to win gold

ManishKaushik (left) struckgold inhis firstcompetitiveouting inayear.
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Currentlyifaplayerevenhasapartofan
armpastthelastdefender,itisanoffside.
Wengerwantsanoffsidedecisiononlyif
abodypartwithwhichagoalcanbe
scoredispastthedefender. SuvajitDey

Padikkal’s 4th
successive ton
propels K’taka
into semis

VIJAYHAZARE

NewDelhi: Young opener Devdutt Padikkal
sent a strongmessage to thenational selec-

torsbeforeEnglandODIsasheslammedhis

fourth consecutive List A ton as Karnataka

beatKeralaby80runsinaquarter-finalgame

of theVijayHazareTrophyonMonday.

Karnataka rode on skipper Ravikumar

Samarth's knock of 192 off 158 balls and a

stroke-filled 101by20-year-old left-handed

Padikkal (off 119 balls) to post an imposing

338/3 and then bundled out the opposition

for258.Kerala'sdecisiontoputKarnatakainto

batattheAirForcegroundbackfiredbadly,as

SamarthandPadikkaltoyedwiththeirattack

with amassive 249-runpartnership for the

firstwicket.Samarth,a28-year-oldright-han-

der,hammered22boundariesandthreesixes

inhis158-ball knock.Hecompletedhis cen-

turyin112ballsandwasaggressiverightfrom

thestart,whilePadikkalhammered10bound-

ariesandtwomaximums.

It was a Samarth-Padikkal show as

Karnatakaweregoingstrongat196/0after35

overs having laid the foundation for amam-

mothtotal.WhilePadikkalcontinuedhisfab-

ulous show in thenationalODI tournament

andintheprocessscoredhis4thconsecutive

List A century andbecame the first Indian to

do so, Samarth surpassed veteranWasim

Jaffer's unbeaten 170 to register the highest

scoreinaVijayHazareknock-outmatch.

After Padikkal fell in the 43rd over,

SamarthuppedtheantewhileManishPandey

(34 not out) played his role to perfection.

Samarthfellinthe49thoverbuthadensured

thathissidewentpastthe315-runmark.For

Kerala, right-armmedium pacer Basil NP

(3/57)wasthepickofthebowlers,whileoth-

ershadanoff-day. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: Karnataka 338/3
(RavikumarSamarth192,DevduttPadikkal

101;BasilNP3/57)beatKerala258 (Vathsal

Govind92;MAzharuddeen52;RonitMore

5/36, ShreyasGopal2/64)by80runs.

PURPLE PATCH

DevduttPadikkal in
theongoingVijay
HazareTrophy.

152(140) vsOdisha

126*(138) vsKerala

145* (125) vsRailways

101(119) vsKerala

Pune


